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' FESUS anſwered and ſaid unto them, Deftray this 
| Temple, and in three Days I will raiſe it up. 
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B ins we, my beloved Brethren.” Every good Gin 
and every perfect Gift is from Above ; and cometh 
_ down from the Father of Lights, with whom 1 is of 


* i neither Shadow of dhe 


Fn HE Manner in whic 
puts this Matter, gives us great Room 


Grace and Goodneſs, if we have any; Go the Son, 4 


to ICY that thoſe to whom be 


was ſpeaking were Highly guilty of 


this Miſtake; and by his ſoftening 
his Rebuke, with calling them at the ſame Time bis 
beloved Brethren, ſtrongly inſinuates, that it was 2 
favourite, as well as common Error; and that his 
aſſerting otherwiſe was a ready Way to provoke their 
Indignation. But however the Caſe might ſtand with ' 
them, I'm well aſſured that our dearly beloved Bre- 
thren, to whom we are at this Dey to addreſs our 
Advice, are far gone in the Etror: Inſomuch that 
we have not only almoſt excluded Gob the Holy 
Ghoſt from being the Author and Giver, of all our 


from any Neceflity of what he did and ſuffered in our 
Na- 
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further can be juſtly required with regard to Practice, 


1 
Nature, and for our Example, to obtain the Redemp- 


tion from Sin and Death ; but even God the Father 
from being the immediate * * Power in his d 


IF 


We "TE is 0 much Naan Philoſoghy as an, 


to be able, without the Help of Gop, to account for 


the whole Proceeding of the outward Elementary 


World; and, by the Help only of Natural, or Second 
i Cauſes, can derive our Light and Heat from the Sun ; . 


our Rains from the Clouds; which join'd, regularly 
fetch out the hidden Virtues of the Earth lodg'd there 
nai to eſtabliſh'd Laws; and ſo, orderly work- 


N s * he Riches _ enn 


Our Morat Pianaioobs | gives vs. as K. a Lift i in 
getting rid of the Neceſſity of a painful Redemp- 
tion; ſeeing the Light of Reaſon dixects us into the 
Knowledge of all Social. Duties; and that nothing 


than our acting up to the beſt of our Abilities: And 
as for the ſupernatural Endowments: of Grace, they 


ars agreed on all Hands to be ceaſed; together with 
all other miraculous Powers;; and that they who no- 


pretend, or hope to receive any weh Influence, are . 
either Hypocrites, to he puniſſi d and abborr'd, or elſe 
ſuch. 3% ars indiſpoſed in their Heads: or bodily-Con- 
ſtitutions, and; are Objects of Pity, 5110; otherwiſe, eu- 
rable than by Medicine, join'd with proper Exerciſe. 
and entertaining Diverſion. And thus, is the . 


Trinizy of God leargedly diſpoſed H. 


SP Something FOG of 2 rd Cavin, upon which 
2 to' hang ide Ch Chainof Bur 


A our Rational. * 45 
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be admitted; but for any immediate Agency, That 

ſeems little AY Fhe Relations of Things are 
ſo happily eſtabliſhed, by the fix'd and unaſterable 
Laws of Nature, that all Things will go on now very 
well of Themſelves; and by the Management of 
the Ruling Creature Man, for whoſe Uſe all was 
_ at firſt created out of nothing, his Work here below 
may be made to anſwer this Deſit ign, without his 
wa immediate Preſence. This ſeems to be the 
Sum of our modern Divinity, as well e ; 
and, by the Guidance of which, Gop in Unity, as 
well as Trinity, is render'd no better than a Sander. 


bys if not wholly diſcarded, 


F ſhall „ in m following Diſcourſes, ts 
expoſe all theſe Opinions as an Heap of moſt deſpe- 


rate Errors; as contrary to good Senſe and ſound 


Scripture Doctrine; in every teſpect falſe and dan- 
| us; and at the ſame Time labour to re-eftabliſh 


d old Belief the Apoſtle, in the Text, ftands 
* and earneſtly contends, for, That every good anf 
every perfett Thing it a Gift from above, and cometh © 
deum from the Father of Lights, with whom is no V. 
riableneſs, mither Shadow of Turning. A Confuta- 
tion of thoſe who think otherwiſe, I ſhall endeavour 


to bring under theſe three following Heads ; orgy 


I. That every aca as well as eve \\perfech; 
| e n ther of 
Rr 1 | 


1. That they are not ſeattered eee, 
but deſcend, and that deſignedly, regularly, and 
1 rubber; he Father cr 


Ft 41 1 
m. That . they may appear as Good and 
Evil to us; yet, as they deſcend from Him who 


is invariably the ſame v 


himſelf. 


* 


| Firſt, 5 am to Thaw wy Ts e 


good or perſect, is a Giſt from above; and not ſrom 


ourſelves, or any independent Powers here below. 


Now, the Language of the World is here utterly" | 


againſt me; it talks all of Habits; virtuous and good 
Habits ; but the new Tongue, with which the Holy 


- Ghoſt inſtructs Men to ſpeak, calls all of this Kind, 


Gift and Grace. Look to what you have in Poſſeſ- 
ſion, ſays the Spirit of the World; covet earneſtly 
the beſt Gifts, ſays the Heavenly Spirit: And all 
that ſpeak otherwiſe are of Galilee, and their Speech 


ithout Shadow of Turn- 
ing, they are as a Good as ee 


bewrayeth them. Hear one of them, whom the Go- 


ſpel has ſignalized: Soul, thou . haſt much, Goode; 


eat, drink, and be merry ; and hear with. it the, 9 
guage of an Apoſtle, bat bat thou, that thou didft 


not receive. You may know what Spirit's Child each 


is, by his reſpective Dialect. Eſau, he ſaid, I have. 4 


enough, my Brother; this is the Language of ene 
Edom; but his Brother Jacab ma _ Anſwer to 
Whoſe are theſe Droves, and Children that 1 meet 7 


* 


They are the Goods thut GOD hath given me. haue 


Power to erucify, and I have Power. ta releaſe.;thee ; 
this is P:late's Voice; but What ſaith. che Anſwer of 


Gop unto him? Thou couldft have none in 1 Caſe, 


except eta aq thee Jrew we: | tf] I 
2 05 c 

- - Jing S motabink 11510 and De Gd and Per- 

ſect, each ſet forth with the 19088 every, to be an 


76 it | A TT. uſeleſs 


TS 1 


uſeleſs — r hey have a Material Difference; y 7 | 
and agree only in this, that they are both of them 
Gifts from Above; they are good, or perfect, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral Degrees: For as all our Sins are 
not equally heinous, tho? all great Evils, ſo our Gifts, 
though all good, yet are not all alike perfect; neither 
one, or the other, are of the ſame conſtant Size. 8 
St. Matthew's Talent is more than St. Lale's Pound; 
Cæœſor's Penny, than the Widow's two Mites; tho” 
all good Coin in their ſeveral Values. Gifts may be | 
good, tho given | but for a Seaſon; they may periſh-in | 
| the Uſing, as do all tranſitory Things, and be gf that 
Sort Job ſpake of, when he faid, The Lord gave, and 
the Lor bath taken away: But the perfect Gift is per 
petual, and of Kind with Mary's Choice; ſueh as 
ſhould not be taken away from her. One" refers to 
Things that are ſeen, which are temporal; and the 
other to Things which are not ſeen, but yet are eter- 
nal; ſo that Good and Perfect differ, tho* both are 
Gifts from Gop. To prevent Error in our concei- 
ving of this Matter, I ſhall endeavour to mark the | 
Diſtinction as ſtrongly as may be, for ſeveral doctri- 
nal Points depend upon it; and upon this we ground 
our Right to aſł thoſe Things which are requiſite and 
| 1 an well for the dnt the Soul.” a 


42 n F 2 


. know'that ar Lato i gooc \poftle ; 
hot at the ſame Time aſſerts, bert it e ee 

perfect; Grace therefore is ſuperadded to carry it in- 

to Execution, and thereby give it the Perfection it 
wanted. This Diſtinction, well obſerved, will account 
for ſeveral Seripture Expreſſions that want to be thus 
cleared up; ſuch as St. John's calling, what another 
| Ae terms the Root of Evil, even worldlyWealth, 
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„ 1. 
this World's Goods + Ney, the very Bread, and the 
Fiſh, and the Egg, we give qur Children, are called, 
by Cunlsr, good Gifts; and David terms that Por- 
tion the evil World fill their Bellies withall, Gop's 
hid Treaſure; hut Rill pronounces that the Lozn 
himſelf ſhall be the Portion of his Inheritance; and 
that this is the fair Lot Gop himſelf will maintain. 


And thus, when that which is perfect is eome to our J 


Hand, then that moral is x good 4 in Pars ol _ 20 
* * _ N 18 5 


Ta be in in any en a Paditakibes mf Divine 
Mite. is perfect as well as good; but all that is 
ſhort of it; tho*it may be good, is not the Perfection 


; for which the Father bas made us, the Son redeem - 


ed us, and the Holy Ghoſt ſanctifies us; for every 
perfect Giſt from above is of an enduring Subſtance, 
and which will make us. endure happy to all Eternity. 
Whilſt ethers are done \awdy,” theſe remain; ſaith the 
Apoſtle; ſuch are the living and growing Gifts of 


Faith in the Underſtanding; Hope in the Deſire; 


and Charity, or Love, in the Will; which laſt kindles 
all the Affections into an heavenly Flame, and directs 
00s. that flow from them, as to render 
to Men; and 
it is therefore called the Bond of Perfectneſs. A 


r the Perfection of this Life; and to 


ow. in Grace and increaſe. the good Talents Gon, : 
12s. given, by trading with the ſame, is the whole 
Duty of Man. Travellers we are in this World; 


and it is the Perfection of a Traveller to draw ſtill 
a pearer and nearer to his Journey 's End. To walk 
24 ith CunisT To- day and 3 Fu on. the 


* Eng * 


| Now 


ir Day we may be * 


e 
5 As wen 30 33 Fo 8%. Paul t a6 bret 
cearneſtly the beſt or moſt perfect Gifts; ſo are we here 
directed by St. James to conſider every Good, tho 
of an inferior Make, as a Gift from above. Do not 
: therefore err in this Point; 5 both we receive, and both 
we ſhould ſo worthily uſe, as to be an thankful for 
all. | 


An Heathen, and one that . with theWorld too 
for a wiſe Man, could ſay, That to be rich, he would 
pray to Hercules; but to become virtuous, he would be 
beholden to none but himſelf, We many of us ſeem to 
reverſe this Behaviour, and yet retain the Error. We 
can, ſome ef us, allow Gon to be the Author and 
Giver of Divine and Heavenly Things; but ſor the 
leſs Matters, ſuch as earthly Benefits, theſe we aferibe 
commonly to our own Prudence and Management; 
applying, in a very bad Senſe, David's Declaration, 
| Thou art my God, but my Goods are nothing unis iber. 

This is a great Error; for every good as well as perfect 
Gift is frem above. bat huſt thou that thou uit 
not receives holds true in every Thing we poſſeſs, ſmall 
as well as great. Tis Gon that works all our Works 
in us, and the very Thoughts that ſet them a- going. 
The ſelf- ſame Gon that form'd the moſt glorious Angel 
in Heaven, has form'd the pooreſt Worm that ereeps 
about the Surface of the Earth, and equally dire&ts 
their Motions ; and tis even abfurd in us to ſpeak of 
great or little Power neceſſary for che Creation or Di- 
rection of eicher; for every Creature that has Liſe is 
equally a Marvel in our Sight, that beſpeaks un-infi- 
nite and almighty Power for its Production, and has 
_ alike fprung from him who alone hath Life in himſelf. 

So the ſarne Gop that e the 3 


F. s 1 
ven and Life 3 gives too every Bit of Bread, 
and Drop of Water, that keeps this poor Life on 
Foot a few Days longer. And, agreeable to this 
Doctrine, he puts us to acknowledge both in one and 
the ſame Addreſs to him; directing us to pray and 
ſue for the Kingdom of Heaven, and our daily! Bread, 
: in the ſame SHONE Pi OE HOT 60 


4 : > * 


In theſe little a we 3 well of — all 
is held, and from whom all is received; nor ſhould 
we in any wiſe deſpiſe the Day of ſmall Things. He 
that begins with thanking Gon for the Bread he eats, 
Hall, by- and · by, know to thank him for the Bread in- 
dieed that endureth to everlaſting Life. We muſt be 
taught to Tee Gop in the Small, or we ſnall never ſee 
dim in the Great; in the good firſt, and then in the 
perfect Gift. There be many that ſay, Who will ſhew 
us any Good? St. James here gives a ſatisfactory An- 
ſwer to this Queſtion, by ſhewing how to turn every 
hing into Good. Conſider only with him whence 
every Fhing comes, and then all becomes good to the 
Godly, as deſcending from him from whom nothing 
but Good can come. And to him that can thus con- 
vert all into Good, by joining the Will of -Gop to 
every Diſpenſation, ſhall be given that r Gift . 
that joins Man's Nature to the Creator | 
Whereby he is ſecured from all — 
Dread or Apprehenſion of any ſuch Matter; and 
hall. in due Time be put in Poſſeſſion of all that Go 
has prepared for thoſe that love him; and which is 
more than has ever d into e e ous 
hn But, LAT no; e 


© Secondly, Theſe Gifts, of wn Sort — are ot | 


| fart POOL, . deſcend from above b 
an 
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and that deſignedly, 1 and wiſelys as r a. 
Father, even the Father of Lights, whoſe Gifts hy, : 
are: And to concęive otherwiſe i is as groſs an Error, / 
as to think they are from ourlelyes, or ariſe. from. be-, 
: neath, from Powers lodged i in Nature, and fitted for 
ſuch orderly Productions. They deſcend; which i 12 
a voluntary Motion, and carries with it an Idea of 
win and Deſign; All Ca aſualty, or Chance, is ut 
terly excluded. Ang to prevent the Miſtake Man- | 
kind is very apt to run into, of aſcribing what befals 
them, as they wrongly term it, to Luck, Chance, or 
Fortune, the Scriptures are ever choice in the Man- 
ner of expiefling this Matter. Go is ever repre- 
ſented as giving ; he caſts it not down i. be ſcram- 
bled for at all Adyentures ; he opens bis Hand wide, 
and great Benefits we have received at his Hands; : but 
nothing flips through his Fir ingers by Improvidence; 
his Boſom is open to all that appear in the Image of 
his Son, in whom he is well pleaſed; but nothing 
drops out of it, beſide his Will and Intention. He ſent 
his Son into the World, and the Son and the Father 


+ Þ by af 


he ts us to a lively Rope and Fitneſs to receive 
the Benefit of theſe and all other his divine and hea- 
venly Donations. All Poſſibility of Chance or For- 
tune are excluded out of the Creation, before that 
God unto whom all bis Works were > known before 

the World EW FRY i Tg OR 3 2 15 ie 
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Be to what Patboſes Chi it be ſaid,” does the 
Apotls here ſay, all deſcends from the Father of 
Lights? He had juſt before call'd him Gon: Fam, 
fays he, lack Wiſdom, let him aſs of Gov; and would 
it not have been more appoſite, when he was ſpeaking 

E 28 Gia, to term him the Author and Giver of 
| "Ol all 


— 


2 je = 
[ 0 4 | 


all good Things ? But only obſerve how naturally 
this ſomewhat unuſual Term grows out of the pre- 
cCeding Word—from above. And leſt, when we caſt 
up our Eyes at this News of Gifts deſcending from 
- thence, we thoald let our ſhort Sight terminate in the 
Lights, greater or leſs, that ſhine there in the outward 
— 8 and which, by their Influence, Alpekts, or 
Conjunctions, determine Good or Evil to the Sons of 
| Men; to fnatch us, I fay, from being intangled in 
this common Error of Rarry Influence, be purpoſely | 
chuſes to call God, in this Place, the Father of Lights. 
They are his Ifſue, and obedient. to his Call ; they 
are made fog our Uſe, and are a Part, F his Gifts. 
Nay, the Angels that are above them art but miniſtring 
Spirits to them that are Heirs of Sal ation: And, in- 
deed, when ſpeaking of Gifts, the 
muſt preſs forward upon the Mind; 
beſtowed upon the new World, and b 
it became a Creation; twas the 
nounced to be good, and all other 
. thei, Perfection from it; and there is ſuch an v Affi- 
nity between Light and Goodneſs, that nee in 
e ſcarce ever et, . | 


All that is » goed « comes to the [Light — its 9 
ſeſtation ; 3.nay, GoD. himſelf i is called Light, as well 
as the Father of it; his Son, our Saviour, Light of 
: Lights; the true Light, that lighteth every Man that 
1 cometh into the World; and the Influence. of the 
WM Holy Ghoſt, the Light of the Holy Spirit; and all 
Mankind who have received his Gift, are term'd 
W W in the Nene and the nm of 
4 | 
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An Gb bre ſtyled the Pather of Lights, in hs 
Plural Number; bocauſe the Iſſues of it are fo various. 


There's one Light of the Sun, and another of the TO 


Moon, and yet another of the Stars; and among the 


Stars one differeth from d eee 3 
A been all. 


* * wh * "& 
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fuch as the Darkneſs of our Senſes, together with the - 


intellectual Blindneſs of the inner Man; the Dark- 
neſs of the Underſtanding by Ignoranee and Error; 
the Darkneſs of the Heart and Will, by Enyy 2 
Malice; the Darkneſs of Adverſity in this World, 
that has ſome Light in it, and the Blackneſs of Dark 
neſs, or the utter Darknefs of the World to come, 
that has no Spark of Light in it; where nothing's to 
bs heard or ſeen, but weeping and walling, and ; 

ing of Teeth ; to all theſe there areas | 
Lights oppoſed. That of Multitudes of Mercies; 
plenteous Redemption; ſuperabupdant Grace; that 
the Father of Lights may ſwallow up in Glory 
all the (ad Influences of the Prince of Darkneſs. 


There i is'a Light of Nature, which Selomon calls 
the Candle of the LoRD ; which, though impeifeR, is 
- yet good; though lame, yet, like Mephiboſbeth, of 
Royal Extraction; and for rebelling againſt which, all 
who have not CnHRISIH ſuffer Condemnation. "There 
is likewiſe the Light of the Law: The Law is Light, 
and appointed for a Lantern unto our Feet. The 
Light too of Propheſy, well to be heeded, though ſhi- 
ning in a dark Place: But there is, above all, the 
wonderful Light of the Goſpel; which, þc. the pet | 
K 288 ale wp all the reſt, ; 
55 This 
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This is the Light of Grace which Gov hath com- 
7 to ſhine out of Darkneſs, and e mani- 


| eſts the W be: in _ TOO: © 


"When this: true Light ſhines echt Berg ot 0 our 
ee, it chaſes away all Darkneſs even in this Life, 


and renders us meet to receive the Light of Glory 
hereafter, which is call'd the Inheritance of the Saints 


in Light, and which is now ſown for the Righteous, 


and ſhall hereafter make them ſhine As ehe ö 


anne . 


code SY Feat on 3 3 dle 
Fountain pd. * ather of PLANET. as en as Langes 
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"from! Show . king but Light. _ et 
neſs can proceed. 'F have. now ſpoken to every. Word 
in the Text, except theſe laſt with whom is no Va- 
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11 then, to carry on the 8 > 5 Sun SY 
* upon the Earth, by withdrawing his friendly 
Preſence; .and a thick Cloud has Power, even when 


over our Heads, to take him quite out of our Sight: 


If the Moon too, the ſecond, Ruler of the. Night, has 
ber Wain, and ſo often becomes quite dark, leaving, 
as it were, the Earth without a Guide; and ſome- 
times neither Sun nor Stars for many Days appear ; 

may 


* _ * 
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like nh become e i withdraw his. Pre- | 
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To Sus this „ which — 9 
atiſes when we go about to compare, or ſet forth the 
Creator, by Alluſions taken from the Creature, the 
Apoſtle here aſſures us, that with Gon this is no- 
thing ſo. I am, that 7 am, admits of no Change, or 
Shadow of Turning. We may indeed forſake God, 
as we may die; but ſtill all live unto him, nor can 
he forſake us. He is ever preſent with all his Works, 
or they could have no Being: Tis only we that diſ- 
bern him not. Tis the foul Vapours that ariſe from 

Sin, which obſcure our Sun; ; or the Shadow of the 


dark Earth that brings on the Night upon our Souls: | 


The true Light till ſhineth, tho the Darkneſs. compre- 
hend it not: Tis we change, Gos changes not. 
Man walks in his own vain Shadow, and ſtands in his 
own Light; but Gop's Ways are all everlaſting 
Truth, nor can he deny himſelf. As theſe Conſi- 
derations are ftrong Conſolation to the Righteous, ſo 
to the Wicked Pe are dreadful: For if any Thing | 
be wrong in Man, Man muſt turn to mend it; for 
God is unchangeable, nor is there any Shadow of 
Hope or F Year of his Gs WE hc 
ry 5 > 

55, 15 5 O Loxp Gon Almighty'! 0 Fa- 
ther of Lights, draw us to behold thy Light in all thy 
Gifts, whether good or perfect: O, gracious Re- 
deemer, kill and crucify in us the Darkneſs of Na- 
ture that hides it from us: And, O glorious Spirit, 
ES | F 
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his 121 . a Sign unto. you; yo ſhall find the Babe 
wrapt in Swaddling Clothes, lying in a Manger. And 
| ſuddenly there was with the Angel.a Multitude of the 


| Heavenly He praiſing GOD, and ſaying, Glory to 


60 in the 1 and on "__ Curt _ 
will e. Men. Yo ee 1 


MHESE Wok. are in We gg = ind 64 
the very firſt Hearing, ſo plainly ap- 


a” 


to go about, by Comment or Para- 
phraſe, to make them more ſo. And 
Fs carry. likewiſe, in their very Face, ſo obvious a 
Meaning, in their primary Shape, of a Fact hiſtori- 
cally related, that it would be equally needleſs to en- 


deavour, in this Reſpect, farther to explain them. * 
ſhall therefore, without any Preface or Introduction, 


addreſs myſelf immediately to open ſome deeper Un- 


derſtanding, and more uſeful, Senſe, therein contain- 
ed, than at their firſt Appearance, to many kann, 


they may readily. convey. And this ſhall be attemp 
under theſe three Views, by ſhewing, 


5 8 8 I. How . 
* 
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* 


— plicable to the preſent Solemnity. 
- that it wauld be mere Waſte of Time 
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Qivthes an lying i ina 8 ſhould be a Sip 
to us 1 OY — a boy . 8 
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tion of it from Heaven ; for ſuddenly there was 


with the Angel a Multitude of the N Hoſt 
4 raiſing Gop for the ſame. And, 
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ing.to be a in a Stable, and lying ſwaddled in a 
Manger, ſhould be a Sign to us of the Birth of a Sa 
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a Wonder, this will anſwer the Notion in the ſtricteſt 
Senſe of the Word, as appearing not only ſtrange to 
us, but every Way unworthy of the Gon that gives 
it; whoſe Thoughts are not at our Thiughts, and whoſe 
Works are all Wonders :' For no Fleſh alive could of 
himſelf have dream'd of looking for the Son of Gon in 
ſo unlikely a Place, under ſuch ghaſtly Circumſtances; 
and none perhaps, but poor Shepherds, would have 
believed ſuch a Sign, though pointed out to them by 5 
the Meſſage of an Angel. Vet there he muſt be look - 
ed for by all that ever hope to find him in Truth, bow 
contrary ſoever it be to our natural Notion and Ap- 


"2 
XS 


_-— 


, prehenſion of the Fitneſs of Tay! 3 for herein the 


critical 


| 


— Riva; the i of 


the Goſpel Redemption, is ſignificantly. comprized 


and held forth, as I'ſhall- ftrive | to make appear. 
That CnRISTH the Loks, the Deſire of all Nations; 
the Light of the Gentiles, and the Glory of rue 
ſhould be ctammꝰd up in the Corner of a i Stable, for 


want of Room in an Inn, in the Day of his Nativity, 


in the Hour of his Manifeſtation in the Fleſh, this 


goes hard with Mankind to credit; but that this 
| Circumſtance of Meanneſs ſhould be farther made the | 


Sign of his future Glory, this quite paſſes all human 
Comprehenſion. It had need indeed to have been 


- publiſhed by an Angel, and an Hoſt of heavenlyWit- 


neſſes, for no lower Meſſengers could have been ſuf- 
ficient to gain Credit to ſuch: unlikely and extrava- 
gant Reports; which if any elſe had delivered, this 


Notice of his Birth would likely have met with the 
ſame Reerption the News of his Reſurrection did, 
when related by the Women who firſt ſaw him, and 


_ paſſed for no better than an idle Tale. ho, hath 


believed our Report, faith the Evangelical Prophet; 


when this Matter was before him, fince we call, to ſees 


| Par ue that have not Lacs of 


e i 
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| Andie ifwe W ay Conterenct with Flach 
———— $5 together in the 
Scales of worldly Wiſdom, the Sign, and the Thing 
. fignified, ſuch Thoughts will ariſe in our Hearts, aa 
chat a leſs diſparaging. Mark might bave done rather 
better We would all fain find Caz1sT, but had a- 
ther be directed to look for him in ſome more grace 


ful and becoming Place. In this Point all — EE 


we by Nature Jaurz we all W 
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— but en ye outs have him cbthe ike 
himſelf, or more truly like ourſelves, (for there it is the 
Matter ſticks ſo heavily) with ſome Shew of State, at 
leaſt as far as Decency and good Manners require. 
What a forbidding Sign is here notified] ye ſhall find 
the Babe wrapt in Olouts, lying in the Stable Manger 
of a'Country Inn! What Sort of Company can be 
expected to vĩſit in ſo hideous an Apartment; or wait 
in a Stable to pay Compliments of Congratulation on 
the Birch of à Prince, not only the Son of David, 
dut one born King of the Jerus? O, gracious Gov! 
thy Counſels are more profound hn the great Deep, 
kf or we fathom them, unleſs thou * us both 
Line and Plummet. Were it not ſo, could we take 


judge Angels, or preſeribe Modes of good 
| — 2 — 


| apr Kor none bag nor the End of his 
| 'Gthitig into che World more aptly diſtinguiſhed, than 
F 2 Birth and in ſuch 2 Place. He comes-to 


| | ad ater: 3 . 
lency, in N and — that had been no Sign at 
all; no more than the Sun in the Firmament ſhining 
a Ri Strength. R Sigiris ede — . to 
the wſuat'Courſe of Mawrent 2 ir ni hogtf +: 
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een, n Bien ts due Earth; ſo che Suh — 

Aae ches DterkeS'ard Gute uf of every ſeeing 
"Dxwlieney, asche urge Madoc Salvation; and points 
_ nile he Nativity df # Redeenier; Bur eſpeetully to 


| 140 end 


better born, and, in what, we. al 8 zher Life, theſe, 
poor Shepherds you ſcarce have Found Admiſlion, 
- as they now. did. firſt to his Preſence. Twas a Wel- 
come Sign.to them however, and ſhould be to.every 
higher 3 Rank of Men; for had he been born 
of an higher Ordetꝭ or in a more noble Manner, hat 
Thanks had been due for giving him an honourable 
Reception? But if we meet and embrace him in all 
his Meanneſs, this is acceptable with Gop; and it 
may be ſuppoſed. twas this. very Thing obtained for 
| the Thief on the Croſs ſo ready a Paſlage into Para- 
diſe, that he could ſee Gow. i in CHRIST when in 
a yet more ignominious Condition, But in Truth, 
and when rightly conſidered, we ſhall perceive, that 
. ſuch a Beginning of Life holds the moſt. exact e 
tion, according to the Rules of Seay 1 i ; 
Middle. and the End IG it: And well 8 
in a Stable, who: is t0-liv a A Pe bs ia 
his Head in, and at length die Lat a Tree; the 
Scandal of the Manger being a arative for 
the Scandal of the Croſs. His ie Ls 9 2 4 Piece; 3 
thus it behoyed CHñu Ir to ſuffer, a and thus it behoved ; 
bim to be born; For, coming in this Sort, he the 
more openly manifeſts both then ul and the Power of 
Gon; who N to raiſe the, moſt glorious Super- 
ſtructures u upon the loweſt, and, do us, the moſt ab x" | 
Foundations bog chis has been the Method of the 
Pete i, his Manifeitations Ds, upon Earth. em 
a Bundle of floating hes on the Brink of the 
Nis, he draws. gut a Babe, who. forms and; gives Tas | 
to a mighty Nation, his choſen, Peo 8 72 And c 
ubliſh that Goſpel, which 1 is the ower of Gos'to 


lation 30 e Eu arth, ak ſends 2 | 
a 87 2 7 * 


2 Y 


Babe, unde ances of a ſtill meaner Af; 

i ech! in 2 Stable, and to be W þ in a 
Manger. If ever, in his Humility, his Judgment was 
exalted; if his Power were ever made perfect in 
Weakneſs; or the Fooliſhneſs of Gop proved to be 
wiſer than Men, it was in this Inſtance; and there- 
fore the fitteſt Sign to manifeſt to the e My the 
EE 70: 17 TE, \ 


Fin, be the Sigh as it may, the Thing ape is 
what ought moſt to concern us; and if it do but 
bring us to CHRIST, it will not 5 complained of. 
Were there ſome earthly Treaſure hid in a Stable, or 
under the Dunghill of it, I know no one ſo delicate, 
but they would rake there to obtain it. Nor is any 
one worthy of CAI, in whom are hid all the Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom'and Knowledge, who would not go 
any Lengths to find him. Obſerve, the Angels of 
Heaven were not aſhamed of this homely Sign, and 
there can be.no Reaſon therefore 67.7 0m 1 papacy 
upon Earth ſhould be Þ. : 


7 ” Thoſe A ede to find A ae e thout a Sign 
to direct them to him, muſt even wait for the Fews 

| Meſſias; for the Goſpel knows. none, nor can give 
| none, but this. But it may be perverſly ſaid, What 
is all this to us? Theſe Things are at an End; the 
| Stable and the Manger are. no more. Neverthelefs 

this was written for thoſe that come aſter; and the 
Humility, which is the Subſtance of the whole, re- 
flill, with which we ate not only to be ſwad- 
| "dled, but to be cloathed. And as St. Pas? tells us of 
1 - hel, that he being dead yet ſpraketh; fo we may fay 
FAD E Cunisr, * gone into Heaven, that be yet 
EE preaches 


Cie 


hes from bid edle, and eries prom: the Manger, 


1 85 Hour, Learn of me, ſor I am humble in my 
Birth, humble in my Life, humble in my Death. 
This is therefore an everlaſting Sign; and CHRIS is 

never to be found by us, or in us, by any other: And \ 
this Sign ſhall certainly follow to all them that be- 
lieve ; nor will Gop ever acknowledge us for his 
adopted Children by any other Mark. For as 
ChRIsr's Birth was known by no other Sign, ſo the 
Chriſtians new Birth can be no otherwiſe aſcertained: 
For as Faith is the Virtue proper for his Incarnation; 

ſo is Humility equally neceſſary to give us a Part ĩn 
the Bleffings of his Nativity; and all thoſe who have 
not joined Humility to their Faith, have not yet come 

ſo fat as to be Babes in Cnxrsr; and when then ſhall 

they arrive to the Meaſure of the e uf his full 
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ſo the Want of it will be no leſs 2 certain Sign againſt 
us, for every Word of Gop is as a two- edged 
Sword; and if, with its friendly Wounds, it humble 
us not on the one Side, it will as certainly, with thoſe 
of an Won, cut deep into Human Pride with the 
other. | 
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b eh 6s it bot the Pride of Man i 
to a Get, that brou cht the Son of G65: ti 
k hs What Was it but a tmonſtrotis Attempt to 
rob G05 of his Honour, that thils pollen CNHRIST of 
his Glory; What was it bur if being Phff dzup 
With Vanity, that e emptied | him of bs 91 05 — - 


nes; What was. lit but; 8 "hau 4 9 5 
themſe es. with che Almi ity 12 the 
1 his irth, 8 'the Be Beaſts? _ 


5 


The. 
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Tze fole End of Cs 
was to recover loſt Man; to e his Nature. 
what was wanting, and deftro out of it what was 
wrong. And this could not be effected but by 1 
Treatment Seay: contrary ta that-which occaſioned 
the fatal Diſorder: By Pride Man periſhes, and by 
Humikty alone can be be recover d. Yet fo perverſiy 
bent are Mankind on Ruin, that by none is this Sign | 
ſs ſpoken againft as hy the Proud; to them it ſounds 
moſt harſh; to them it feels moſt deſperately irkſome. 
Vet was: it their peculiar Offence that occaſioned all 
this, . earn A wy. 


* 
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But, in a Word, Fe" VE fumbles at 8 
an bout of the Meanneſs and Poverty of his Birth; 
or likes him the leſs for being afterwards rejected, 
deſpiſed, and ſpit upon, ſhall periſh for the Lack of a 
Redeemer, there being no other Name given under 
Heaven, whereby we can be ſaved. The true Scrip- 
ture Tokens of the Reprobate are full upon him; that 
ia, he wants Witnbſs, e e ee of Salvation 
ande 1 . 8 5 535 45 e 7 
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Declaration of it 125 Heaven; fer ſuddenl therg 
with the, Angel a Multitude of the Heavenly Hoſt | 
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5 1 ey are ſure to wipe 


Teſtament, ſings away the Diſgrace he has regor 0 
with an Hymn of, Praiſe, far, the fame; worthy to'b 


chanted, by;the Choir of Angels, i in whoſe Mouths! i | 
places it. Hence we; may conclude \ that the Sigh of of | 


Humility, whereby Ennis w 18 to be found, rect wa 
ande put one 18 a Matter of the. greateſt Weight and 
higheſt-Howour: with Gop, ſeeing he i is to he 0. Go 129 

in it with Praiſg, by thoſe who, . Fnow 10 655 
Will by a full Choir; of Angels;, b K 


addreſs. themſelves to the blefſed Off 
in was ſulfilled what the. Apoſtle ſays. 1585 the, Son, of 
Gon, when thus brought, into 1 115 all the 


_ Angals of SO warſhip bim. Worſh m for. r this . 
aſtoniſhing Inſtance of Lowlinels, in wy deſcend; ling | 


to; be introduced, in ſo.unbeſeoming a Manger, into 
his o] gestion; inſomuch -25 that, whe: ws 6 
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the Beginning it was their, 
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the 8 with ſome. 185 of high bag bleſſed 15 
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: the Son. of God for Tn Birth of the World, utnow 
| for the Birth of him by whom the World was mile; 
who was thus born amongſt his Creatures to give 
them, a new and better Birth than Creation did; to 
make all that are born with him into Humility (oY 
Lowlineſs of Nature, Sons of Gop, and Heirs of ever - 
10 8 Life. Nor is there a Moment's Pauſe between 
4 apd the other; but the Glory to God imme - 
ly. follows the humble Sign, which ſhews how 
* the Connexion, how cloſely they are united, 
and depend. upon. each other: ' So that what appears 
to. us Below ignominious, i is pronounced on High t to be 
3 orio 1s; what ſeems to Men little and mean, is in 
the Sight of Angels great and marvellous ; and what 
ks to. the Eye of worldly Wiſdom as weak and 
dal, is before the King of Saints ſeen to be juſt 
and trye; and, as ſuch, in every Reſpect; is ſuddenly 
celebrated by the whole Heavenly Hoſt. And oh that 
we might, on Earth, de permitted to join them in 
their Hymn of Praiſe; to ſend back, at leaſt, ſome 
| aint Eichs to their Harmony, if we are not yet wor- 
. | thy, with Spirit and Underſtanding, to learn the full 
5 Sweet dels of their ſacred Song ! Some of the Sub- 
ES | lance of Which T wan nee in he. WT UA Gnu Sun 
2 | T5 4 | 
"The 1900 laft Place; 1 Nabe Speiling; ey tollay 
beſare you, The Words of it are, Clory' 16 GOD 
# the Hebel, and en Barth Peas, Good-willto- 
a Men. The deepeſt and moſt excellent Mean- 
; "i of. Which 18— That the Glory to Gov in the 
Higheſt, or the higheſt Glory to Gon the Father in 
7 is due for ſending Carror; the Prince of 
Pease, ang the Holy Spirit, Who is the Too! will or 
f * that f makes boch one, "Pur toge- 
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cher in Bleſſedneſs N 1 which td” 
been, by the Sin of Man, unhappily disjoined. For 
this Purpoſe was ChaIer born; for this End came he | 
into the World; Nor can Glory be rightly and truly 
rendered to Gon, till the Thoughts of our Hearts be 
cleanſed by the Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit; neither 

can Man ever worthily magnify his Holy Name, or 
perfectly love him, but through CHRIST our Lo. 
Nor indeed was either Peace or Good - will amongſt 

Men eſtabliſhed on any laſting Foundation, till he 
who is the Way to God, the Truth of Love, and the 

Life of Good-will, came to give each of them a Place 
in our Nature, by joining the Godhead and Manhood, 

in the ſtricteſt Bond of Union, into one Perſon in him- 

ſelf. This is the Sum of the Chriſtian Religion; nor 
can any but Chriſtians underſtand, or learn to ſing this 
e 
holds it RNS heron od 1 £6 2 92 


nnn came to ay 1 the Middle Wall of 
Partition that MAaſes had ſet up between Jeu and Gen- 
tile, making them both as one in himſelf. He cam 
to give ſuch Peace on Earth, as this World. can nei- 
ther give nor take away; hereby fulfilling Jacob's 
Ladder Dream, by opening a free Intercourſe between. 
Earth and Heaven. He came to give us Peace with 
_ ourſelves;and with each other; Peace of Conſeience, 
which is Reſt to our Souls. He came to give us a 
Portion of Simean a Peace; departing Peace, to quit 
the World with Comfort, with Deſire. He came not 
only to give Good- will, a Kind of Peace, but ſomething 3 
more; a Gift peculiar to Man, and which, rightly 
underſtoad, exalts his Natute to the higheſt Pitch it 
can ſuſtain; tis what gives Death to corrupt Nature, 
and brings forth. a new Life to Gov, Nor is the 
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Men, ever to beidizjoigeds, for they oo Hich — 
Low, Heaven and Earth, Gon and Man; nor can 
Gop be praiſed on high, till Peace upon Earth be re- 
ſtored. It makes indeed a Kind of Heaven upon 
Earth, and brings down a Name, together; with a2 
Bleſſing on the Heads of thoſe that make Peace; they 
ſhall 'be.called the Children. of GOD. All: Rleſſing is, 
Conſtilation the Work of Good-will, in us. The 
willing Mind ſtill making the Acceptance, whether f 
1 2 285 mi or the Widow . 
Al- Aftes. + x4 = Weinen 6+ 355 
rt bs. 5 1 ST 263 3 115 A 1 
If this'were but well "EY it would a bring 
Men out of 'Conceit with Merits and Works, and I 
knew not what, of their on contriving and execu- 
ting, to gain Acceptance; and make them lock dili- 
gently to their Hearts, to ſee whether they were right 
in the yoo cies whether pes were 2 | 
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5 chat 1 — 5 out way the den chat reaches = Gov, 
in the H n ed | 6 & | NN bs. 4 ; 
| e ul, cher Alen on Earth dont hs, 5 
themſelves; and approach in any Sort to a Similigude | 
with thoſe bleſſed: Spirits abovę; it is then when, ii 
TFeace and Good- will, they liſt up their Hine n I 
_ Gov, eee els and Arch-Angels, b-Angels, and ali 
the Company n, praiſing his 
| Holy Nam for — ineſtimable Inſtance af bis Love, 
in thus ſending hk bs: ro e . 


* - 
GT S Tb : 
* * — * ” 
fe” IR ** 
10H) 
= 


. 958 * 7 n 2 K , . » * * . * 5 7 7 Ft is Js 2 . * ; hs 
5 * F * % * 5 4 N , 2 5 x 5 
> * > - $ 
i > ; 5 . ö 
e ** * 2 TS — 
| - "ee IF, oO. f 
4 . 1 * 7 . 
| as 3 1 
+ Þ 4 
— % * 7 N 
e enddyinc deen Bst % Lo S ates 
J ĩ 6ed. ˙¼bn!!—˙—˙· 0 ꝓ TÄ * 
> : % wy >. P ; 1 F y 
N r < 58 £3 1 | 2 22 5 20.6 * . 
. N 2 COA 2310 SF Storrs; Sis E nw! 
Mn CT 2 4 o * W 4 
X F a oa Foy 7 "oP 83 A 0 . ; 3 - ; * 77 * ; 3 \ 2 : 
1 1 Sx 4 ” 4 8 bf ; 2 1 þ * * 4h. #% © + „ r ＋ i - 1 1 2 k 
CC ˙ iT Hy; rf: 
ps SN ' f Fi * . 7 
1 * ay” 
NN N. 5 ; > 2308 
E n ' 1 8 . ; 1 
4 ö & 
9 | z be: : a ; 4 ; 
by 6 
5 E a } 
& de 2 9 4 8 8 * . 7 " 1 
P 5 , 1 * 
* 4 
2 , Fg x 


* £ 
* e 
1 * 4 
15 . eee "> WJ Lu - 
* 
* 
my 
x - * * .- 
e - 
„ | i 8 * ws . 
* 1 % 8 b ö - 
* 
* 
5 - ? 
A 5 4 » 
5 
Ws, I = 
- 
1 4 FP 
4 PL . g ak 8 
1 
I 1 [ 
* q * 7 As 
Ss; 
* 
* x w 
F ” a 
* 4 * * 
* - 
bu + 
"I ; 
7 Wo bp $4 


: 5 q 
. k F 1 > 5 = N #65. 4 
\ * 4 
58 * 
4 * 1 
* * 1 
* + * A 4 * by 
1 # * > # 2 
5 I . * 1 8 - "B+ * 1 255 ” 5 ES 4 * 
. HAS „ 0 i» 3 
. 
N 8 
85 R * — c N 1 
- LF 2 1 3 - 4 3 "= „ E. < 1 
. 5 & . * 5 #3 of > * I 4 
p 
A - 8 
— * W * : . 
? * 1 
2 * 85 . 
0 
* 
: 4 ; F ' 
1 2 : 


3 A 1 
2 * 2 > 4 25 S * 8 bs 7 i 4 K * g . 
» 4 S * — r 1 4 a A PT; 
* 4 A P 
* * 
> — * * 5 * VF — - 1 7 

7 8 N 2 IE ts o. E 08 + * &” & hy 

: 


* 7 * 
1 2 56 

1 8 mn a 1 6 4 . . 1 3 

: F * 1 4 4 9 1 N *. 7 Þ 

* 
* £ 
' 2 4 x . We £ 5 a F 7 a 
- Gann * 4 A 7 + 2 - 
y * 5 * * A Hi A 
£ f ; -1 , , . 
* - * F o » 96 £ \ * = * * WW * 
2 7 
7 * ** 7 3 1 4 £ * 4 * * 4 - 


— mY * * 
bs 2 1 9 * * 15 * * = 5 WV. * * Wa & 4 Vs 8 2 8 8 
＋ - . 
4 — 
2 * 
» . 

4 & « * 

* a4; r 


, * 
7 
5 
7 
1 4 

* * 
. % 
DB 

* 4 

— 
{ * 
* 
35 x * 
* * 
1 # 
4 * 
— F * 
p 
s & 
. 
* 
o — 
” x 
& 5 
- 


8 E NON III. 


* 1 J 1 


* * SF; iN e * 


33 We vii. 12. 1 aa, 


* 


5 bb ye would that Men ſhould do unto you, 
even ſo do unto them; Kirk this i is the TIO ws La 
+ Prophets. 8 5 1 
— el Rule ot Adlon, here called the 
Law and the Prophets, and appealed to as 
a ſufficient Direction for all our Behaviour 
K and Dealings betwixt Man and Man; and 
that ariſing from a Principle inherent in our Nature, 
has had more ſaid about it, to little Purpoſe, and 
mary Miſtakes made concerning the Underftand- 
, Uſe, and Application, than perhaps any other 
Declaracidl of Duty throughout the whole written 
Word of Gon. For how thamefully is it neglected 
in the Practice of thoſe who, nevertheleſs, callthem- 
ſelves Chriſtians? For what little Influence it has had 
amongſt us, beſides giving Occafi on for much Talk, 
or affording, now and then, a Sort of Handle for 
Abuſe, we can call ſcriptural ; 'the common Beha- | 

viour of Mankind towards each "Rider and the unrea- 
ſonable Difference moſt People make at this Day be- 
tween their own and” their” Neighbours * Concern 
ments, does but too n 100 IHE. zer 
1 mal 


N in my Manneref handling ths trite Subject, 
to ſet it in a more juſt and conſiſtent Light than it has 


commonly been placed in, and that under theſe * 
| 3 D "= rel * * ; A 2 8 85 85 


* . * t WY 

1. The Objedions Ta" 5 been made to the 
1 — of its Don, "I together with the 
a Obje ionsYprings 


II. The natural Juſtice that enforces, and the De- 
light that arifes in the moral Senſe, from the 


-- conſcientious: Obſerranes of it. And. 3 


3 
& ws} 


= Cor baſe pe palpable 8 Sh this 
firſt Law of Nature, in a few eee. and 
 Inflances. | Ad. 


A 


3 
2 oy 
. FP 
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Fi for t * Objettions hat have 3 1 7 


che Univertality of its Obligation, and Ne Wee. 


ee e theſe Objections {pring. 5 


ST * 48 15 Ki 


Now, aadlt the e W this beg 

ound in the Golpel has produced, one aims 

at. proving. that the Rule itſelf is too large; and, 
4 many Cales, not;expedient; : Wa, in 


If we make our own Deſires and 
Meaſure of our Behaviour to our 9 we 
ſhall act fooliſhly. and ; Extravagantly towards tt 


aringly both fooliſh and extravagant. 'By bew. 5. 
95 gray bt ſincerely convince us of % this, the End 
D which our SEE IF | duced it, its L believe 


"AT 9 95 


male eee eee towardv gen. 


as a juſt and tart Reprehenſion of our ſenſeleſs P 
_  lity in Favour of ourſelves, and Diſregard of our 
Neighbour, when the Feelings of both are the fame; 
and this from an Appeal to W a . a Law. en- 
e ee our Hearts. tat 1 erat adde 
WANT 12s | 3 n * 


| Should | A Magiſtrate, when a Cb e W 
| trembling before him, and, in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, ; 2 
intreating for Mercy, conduct his Sentence acc ling - 
to this Rule, he muſt pardon'and let him $63 for; With 1 : 
out all peradventure, he, in the other's Citciin#inds, = 
would be glad to receive ſuch merciful THRU: EE 
And yet we find him obliged, by Laws both af „ 
and Beine, to proceed in à quite differeſt Mapmer. 
For it is moſt certain that were a Criminal's Denres 
to be conſulted, and made the Meafure of His Pünim- 
ment by a ſtrict Application of this Rule, there could 
be no ſuch Thing in che World as the Wee Admi- 


niſtration of Juſtice. r 


Now to ſtifle the _ of this Objeltion;a wo ate 
told that Paſfion, Self- love, — Private Intereſt are 
not here to be conſulted; hat und 
and an impattial Regard to . — of Redo | 
and public Utility direct, is to be the ſole Meafure of 
our Acting; forgetting chat this utterly deſtroys be 
Force of the Rufe, confidered as an Appeal to Na. 
ture, and the Really Senſations of all Mankind. If , 
Reaſon be 10 ſhape tlie Rule, Reaſon becomes Its | | 
"Maſter ; and, 'inifletd ef being an infalſible Guide, 
it becomes 4 mere paffe N 


; o TH. ” 2 ; 
eie SEOSTT IVE AUF te Ihe» eee hol HE Lag RoW: 
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"Rules ſet forth ——— 

too narrow; as it makes no Kind of Prerifon for 
any. Chriſtian · like Behaviour; knows nothing of the 
Gch nor that capttal Doctrine of it, the returning 
Good for Evil. For here it ſeems a due Regard is 
to be had, in the Application of this Rule, to the Dif- 
ference of Relationſhip we ſtand in towards each 
other; the Circumſtance, Quality, Age, Sex, and 
Condition of the Perſon we have. to do withall is to 
he nicely- weighed, before we can make a judicious 
Application of it. Childiſh Deſires, we are 25 are 
never to be conſulted, nor the Motions and Feelings 
of Self. Jove to be any way regarded; but only the 
- _ Comments that cool Reaſon and unbiaſs'd "au" id 
mae upon it, are to be the true Meaſure of our Con- 
duct: And whatſoever 3 ming ſhall allow us to expect 
- and inſiſt upon from others, it is our Duty t6 mete 

* 1 0 to; all that demand j it of 080... FAY 


6g e again this great and capital Rule is pied, 
w put under the Tuterage of that very Reaſon it 
was purpoſely advanced to control, and thereby made 
wn none Effect. For the moſt Tyrannous, Proud, 
oy Pitileſs, and:Covetous;. the worſt and baſeſt of Men 
amongſt us, ſeem to deſire no gieater Latitude than 
to act by this Rule, provided they are allowed to have 
but the circumſtancing of it in their own Hands. But 
one Blunder ever begets another: Let but what every 
Man is pleaſed to call Reaſon be made the Supreme 
Judge of his Actions, and no Law in Nature, or Fre- 
-.cept. of the Goſpel, will be ſufficient to reftrain him: 
But, Gon be bleſſed, he hath never fo far forſaken 
75 A his qa gs AR o leave Mem. to the Fes R of 
N 
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; 15 


e and, by «Kind of infline- # 
tive Preſſure, conſtrained us, in ſore Meaſure, to the 
Obſervance of them. Of that Kind is this now un- | 
der Conſideration: : Arid tis from our not giving due 
Attention to this Diſtinction, that all our Miftakes 
about it ſpring. Obſerve, dur Saviour never ſays it 

is the Goſpel ; and why then ſhould we? But 01 
that it is the Sum of the Law, which makes nothing 

perfect, whether delivered by Moſes or the Prophets; 

and whoſe legal Righteouſneſs muſt be exceeded by 

every one who hopes ſo much as to enter into the 

Kingdom of Gop: And we greatly err when we 

ftrain it and ourſelves, with an Endeavour to give it 

fo extravagant a Comprehenſion: And therefore our 

Lox, upon pronouncing theſe Words. For this it 

the Law and the Prophets, immediately raiſes" his 

Thoughts, and, in a.more exalted b cries out 

Strive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, fur "many ſballiſeek 

to enter, and mall not be able! Strive to entet ſo für 

into the Spirit of Self- denial and Self- abaſement, as 

chearfully to give up all Right, and ſuffer the Loſs of 

all Things, Life itſelf, rather than go back from fol- 

lowing the Steps of a crucified Redeemer. Doing 

as we would be done by, will never awaken in us any 

ſuch · Ike divine Diſpoſition : For herein is no Love of — 7 
Enemies, no turning the Cheek to the Smiter, no gi- 1 
ving up the Coat to bim that ſoreibly deſpoils us g ö! ö 
our Cloak, included ; or indeed any of thoſe ſub lime 
\ and heavenly Submiſſions in Meeknefs, which are'of 
the very Eſſence of Chriſtianity; and to the conſtarit - 
Practice of which, ve g 23 25 

above © can 2 eur us. 575 A" en 
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as a ſevere Reprimand for our falling below even the 
Dictates of our Nature, and ating diſhoneſtly to- 


_ ciples. It is levell'd as Matter of Reproach againſt 
thoſe Religious Pretenders, who are found wanting 


as à Rule of Life to thoſe who have put on CHRIST; 
ſomething that leaves us inexcuſable before Gop and 


all thoſe who have no other Law, but that of Nature, 


: eee e as 
bc 8 ge gere nid 


den ache conſcientious Obſervance of it, $i. 


e 4 SO Ig 


not help giving our Aﬀent ; and tis with much In- 
- ſelves coolly to act againſt it. It wants no more 


Attention. All our Notions of Juſtice and Mercy 
grow out of this inward Senſibility; and we muſt 


X 


mon og fult to eds ſtand, and ther 
Difficulties upon our own Blunders. This Precept 
was not given 28 the whole Goſpel; for no Law, 
ever excellent, can give Life, but was produced 


wards each other in Contradiction to our own Prin- 


when weighed in the Balances of Nature, rather than 


een en 
+In-chis Light eee ee — IWR of 
for their Guide; and. a probable Means of leading 


* 4 


eee ee eee 
eee e eee eee 


is indeed a Law, es eee 


* 2 
LS 


duſtry and ſtudied Palliation that we can bring our- 


Proof than a ſelf-evident Propoſition; having its 
Power felt within us, the very Inſtant we afford it our 


Den min off our Nature before we can wholly diſ- 
. To: * * this 
| Oord 


| 


they would be done by; born within . 


They whonever read Meſes's Tables of Stone, (which, 5 
by the Way, are only a lively Tranſcript from natu- 
ral Juſtice} had yet this Law written on the fleſhly 
Tables of the Heart; and never wanted, from. the 
ſame Ground, a ſevere: Accuſer, or comforting Wit 
neſs, according to their reſpective Behaviour towards 
it: A conſcientious Witneſs from within ever accu - 
| 1 Here it is we feel the Obligation 
of making our on Inclinations and Deſires the Rule. 


of dealing with others of the like Senſibility, our 


en Wants and Infrmitis he Standard of Bee. | 


lence and 8 ae 


from an inward Senſibility that, by Nature, 


ve are all the ſame; and by a ſympathetic Applica- 
tion of Self. love, the only valuable Fruit it produces, 
| we are home-taught uſeful Leſſons of Juftice and. | 


Compaſſion. What Pity it is that Man, fo finely con- 
ſtituted, ſhould be ſo entirely and baſely corrupted, 
inſomuch that we have left us but juſt W Good- 


neſs to ſpeculate upon, and render us inexcufable for 
rejecting its Light! We can lye and ſlander; we 


can cheat and oppreſs; we can bite and deyour each 
other, in ſpite of theſe Notices from Nature, or even 


the ſtrongeſt Strugglings of the Spirit of Grace. Ne- / 


verthelcft Juſtice, as well as Mercy, i is a Debt to 01 


Nature; and, if not honeſtiy diſcharged, will make 4 
fad Account ; at 25 Judgipent 5 the Great Fs ha- i 
C ving 


* 


Revelation, have Notice of the e . a 


| Here we ſee how Nature, KI" _ th. | 
Abhorrence at Injuſtice; and is even pained, when 
forced upon SpeRacles of Cruelty and III-will. This? 


* 


E 
ving no Excuſe to make to the Condition of, the Obli- 
gation. | Nature calls upon us to do Juſtice, and no 
leſs loudly does ſhe cry for the Exerciſe of Mercy; a 
Temper fo effential to our very. Conſtitution, that it 
has been baptized, as it were, into our Name, and is 
called; emphatically, Humanity. We are, indeed, in- 
vited to the Exerciſe of it by all the Powers of Nature, 

no Diſguſt ever following from the Pain it gives; no 
contrary Paſſion, as in all other Inſtances, to coun- 
teract, or any way diſturb, the Freedom of its Opera- 
tions. There is a ſecret Pleaſure in the Exerciſe of 
it, that, for Sweetneſs of Delight, exceeds every Thing 
that has obtained that Name; and all thoſe who are 

as yet Strangers to the Enjoyment of it, would do 
. themſelves a ſingular Courteſy in e the Experi- 
ment. But 1 haſten to 


The third hive 3 which - was.to apply 
the Rule properly, as Matter rather of Reprehenſion, 
and to expoſe us to ourſelves, than as comprehend- 


55 ing the whole Duty of Man; ſomething to abaſe us 
in our own Eyes for ſinking beneath the very firſt 


Rudiments of Nature, as will now appear from the 
undeniable Inſtances I have ſingled out for that very 
Purpoſe: For who almoſt ever names this Rule but 
in Favour of themſelves, hereby over-turning the 
whole Drift and Deſign of its Inftitution, the Fate 
of moſt Laws that have been made for the Protection 
of the Innocent. Thoſe who can trample under- 
foot the Dictates, whether of Nature or Religion, 
to the Abuſe of others, will yet expect that they ſhould 
have their full Force in their Favour and for their 
; Protection; ; ever miſapplying this excellent Rule, and 
making i it ſerve rather to diſcover the Naughtineſs of 
their Neighbour” s Actions than to regulate their own. 
How 


n KY: 


1 37 1 
How loud Pry clamorous can we be z in charging 
others with the Violation of this Precept; never can - 


| fidering that we may be doing, by this very Accuſa- 
tion, What is utterly condemned by it? For conſult 


but your own Heart, and you will be ſoon made ſen - 
ſible how unkindly ſuch a Sentence would ſit upon it. 
If therefore you would have this Precept do its pro- 
per Office, keep it before your Eyes in all your Deal- 
ings with each other; that when the ſordid View of 


Gain would tempt you to deal unjuſtly; with your 
Brother; to take Advantage of his Ignorance, and 
over- reach him ; or of his preſent Neceſſities to gripe 
and ſqueeze him: When ſuch Temptations do beſet 


you, call out for this Meaſure; it is ever in your 


Keeping, and it will wonderfully guars þ oy e 


* the n of 1 £537.26] 
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And tho we might 8 5 doing: he 3 


Thing undiſcovered ;. yet the very Thought, that we 


ourſelves, from whom it never can be hid, 


eſteem the ſame Thing baſe and vile in another, will 


ſuddenly inſpire us with: a certain Greatneſs of Mind, 
which will make us ſcorn and loath the doing o of that, 
for the Sake of a little pitiful Gain, which WE | 


eſteem wicked and utterly condemn in another; and 


for which we may be ſure our own CO: will 
never ceaſe to upbraid and condemn us. 


9 
©: * 25 1 24 
. 2 ds _ 


And ſeeing that a Man' > Reputation i is 2 "PoliSen 
the neareſt and deareſt to him of any he « can enjoy. 


therefore I could wiſh, in the next Place, that n : 


who are apt herein to take. A barbarous Freedom! Wl 


a * — ; 


C3. | Sort 


THY 
| Sort of 1 are deeply tainted with it; and the”. 
perhaps they refrain from apenly ſlandering and abu- 
ling their Neighbour, yet they frequently delight to 
hear others do it; and are too well pleaſed with any 
little Stories that tend to the Prejudice of their Re- 
putations, to be held wholly Guiltleſs. Let ſuch then, 
if they deſine to be cured of the Symptoms of this 
e 1 n apply this Modicine. - 


_ is no Qccafion 5 Gading gut. for Advice, 
. one about the Meaſure or 
Manner of making the Application, they have it all 
readily prepared within themſelves; and let them 
only confider how tender they are of their own Good- 
name, and how great a Price they ſet upon it; 
let them but call to Mind the ſad Uneaſineſs they 
have ſometimes felt, from cruel and diſparaging Re- 
flections they have thought levelled againſt them; 
How much Bitterneſs of Soul ſuch a Matter has oc- 
cafioned; what Heart-burning and Depreſſion of 
Spirit they have felt,” from what was only another's 
Diverſion, the Exerciſe of his Tongue, or the Sport 
of 2 wanton Wit; let ſuch Reflections work their 
Will, and the Cure's as good as perſected. Let but 
all thoſe who are prone to this, thus play Nature 
againſt itſelf, and they will foon feel. how far from 
Right it is to rob a Neighbour of that inward Peace, 
which they know to be the very Life of their own 
Souls ; and, for the future, will never chuſe, for the 
Gratificati tion of a filly Humour, to vex and torment 
a Brother. Moſt Men, that are not abandoned, 
eſteem the Loſs of their Money or Eſtate much more 
tolerable than the Loſs of their Reputation ; 5; Nay, 
Death itſelf ſeems more eligble than to out-live one's 
Gene Should any FOTO then, ſhort of a Mur- 


derer, 


wa 


derer, or who a tremble. at the Thoughts of 
Raining his Hands in bis Brother's Blood, yet ſtab his 
Reputation to the Heart — It would be impoſſible, 

were but this Rule conſtantly kept in View, and al- 
lowed to do its Office as a Monitor; and which, by- 
and- by, it will moſt certainly execute in the more 


1 


Gireful Shape of a Scourge of Conſcience. T9 201 


SS ve # 


«gals Let the Invidious, Spiteful, and Mclicious 
(Chargers too frequently found amongſt us, to the 
Diſgrace of our Kind; who can find an unnatural 
Pieaſure in teazing and tormenting others, with little 
ſtudied Affronts and Injuries) call forth the Spirit of 
this Golden Rule, and it will inftantly and convin- 
ingly give them to know how irkſome the Effects of 
Spite and Malice are when it lights upon themſelves: 
What Heat, what Paſſion, what Rage dees it pre- 
voke | How does the Heart burn with Reſentment, . 
and how are the Brains racked to invent Ways f 
RNetaliation! This fatal Scene, when repreſented to 
the Life by the Act of our own Imagination, will 
feelingly convince them of the Injuſtice and Inhuma- 
nity of all ſuch Kind of Treatment; and from the 
very Weakneſs of their Nature, ſo wonderful is the 
Conſtitution of our Frame; ſhall be inſtructed in this 
fundamental Truth, That if it be ſo hard and grating 
to bear an Injury, it muſt be extremely barbarous and 
wicked to offer it. Here then the . Rule Wan 


f Wen of excellent Service. 


Laſtly, Let us 8 it when the Wants of 5 
the Needy, in any Kind, cry out for Relief. When 
any Object of Pity preſents itſelf, whether made ſo 
by Poverty, Diſtemper or Gere think of their 


f | Sufferings, : and bring them home to yourſelves. Exe- 
| cute 


— 
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: . 


Spin be = alerided 8 . 
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e and aſt: as; de Mhamy: 


A ſympathetick Warmth lodged in her Boſom, as a 
ſtanding Image of the Mercy of him that made her, 
will ſuddenly break forth, melt down the Heart with 


| Compaſſion, and thereby not only inſtruct you what 


you ought to do on theſe Occaſions, in every good 
Word and Work, but will even exalt the Perfor- 
mance ;' making of it, by a Kind of Heavenly Con- 
e ee eee eee 
e S ne Yo e 


„ the Midft of all che Dane and 
'Confulion we complain of, for Want of an infallible 
Guide, we have this ſtill left us, ſo grafted 5 
Nature, that we cannot quite put out its Light: Let 
us therefore implore the Divine Majeſty, that as he | 
has, been pleaſed, thus far, however, to give us plainly 


| to. perceive and know what Things we ought to do, 


that he would grant us likewiſe Grace and Power 


faithfully to fullfill the ſame, through Jesvs CnhAIIr 


.our.. Lord : To whom, with the F Wr and [Holy 
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Andgrieve not the Holy Spirit of GOD, eden je 
are ſealed unto the Day of Redemption. 


N HERE i is ſomething ſo lier 
: in this Expreffion, that thoſe who can 
hear it without being grieved themſelves, 
. muſt be ſuch as are, through Igno- 
| rance or Vice, harden'd to the Degree the Scriptures - 
term paſt feeling ; eſpecially if we do but conſider 
with what Sort of baſe Treatment this L Deſpite and 
Cruelty is done towards the Spirit of Grace, by ſuch 


_ wretched Creatures as we are; and in the Midſt of 


what a woful Catalogue of our Sins and F ollies one 
pathetical Exhortation. | is N Pe, 


ſhe > * Matter of Giioiades 10 Mia is, that SY 
kind, refuſing his Wiſdom and Conduct, chuſe ra- 
ther to walk after the Vanity of their own Minds, 
having their fooliſh Hearts and ſhallow Underſtand- 
ings till farther darken'd by evil Deeds; wholly alie- 
_ nated from the Life of God ; who have g given them- 
ſelves over to 3 to work all Unclean- 
neſs 


WE 3 5 4 * F N - F 
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neſs with Greedineſs; ; whoſe n. is cor- 
rupt, according to the deceitful Luſts of the old Man, 
and who love to lyę and ſteal ; who are full of Wrath, 
and chuſe to give Place or Precedency to the Inſtiga- 
Zuoons of the Wicked One; who are full of Bitterneſs, 
Anger, Clamaur, Evil-ſpeaking, and all Malice. In 
; the Midſt of ſuch Company as this, we find the Text 
hemm'd in, as it were, on every Side. Indeed here's 
enough not only to grieve the Holy Spirit of Gop, 
but every Squl of Man that wears the Heart, or in- 
deed the Face, of a rational Creature; and more 
| eſpecially thoſe who are in any great Degree ſubject 
to all, or any, of theſe vile, theſe * Enor- 
mien. 7 | 


The Perſon too, in whole Wine t the A h bee 
makes this Requeſt, is fa great and ſo good, and the 
Requeſt itſelf is ſa humble and condeſcending, that 
it would be much Pity. to have it denied. To have 
the Holy Spirit of Gop grieved, becauſe wretched 
Man, loft and undone, will not let him da his Of- 
| * of Redemption upon him, carries with it ſuch * 

Degree of Inſolence, mingled with Folly, as nothing 

but invincible Blindneſs can poſſibly plead an Ex- 
cuſe for, and for which nothing but in {te Mercy 

can find. a Pardon. And it is great Charity to 122 
poſe this to be the Caſe of all that can ſtand out 
againſt ſuch Lowlineſs and Mercy in the Almighty 

Creator; who, does not here aſk, us to yield. him 

| Cauſe of Joy or Content, in anſwering the De- 
ſign of his Creation; but only that we would not 
grieve him, by reſuſing to be ſealed by bis redeeming 
Power. I find myſelf moved to aggravate this Mat- 
ter to your. Apprehenſigns, not without a Kind of 
againſt "ROS for being found in Like- 


neſs 


neſs of fo 1 2 : Cr 


Defpite to the Spirit of Grace, who alone candeliver 
bien from, that Bondage of Sin and Death into which 


he is inevitably fallen; and out of which none can 
we him ue he who r Me; and. is Dade 


- And this I fall attempt by ſuing fordy, 
* The Bs of the Perk 3 | in whale Wt : 
Requeſt is made ; he is. no. leſs than the Holy 
2 f of Gon, wha thus offers to ſeal us. to 


. Day of Redemption. And, TW 
„ The Requeſt itlelf; . vilin 
de es to ern bim. E Lr 


e ee e I 


Offer here made by bim, of ſealing to Redemption. 
- Now this Perſon, is ſet forth with an Energy in the 
Original, which our Tongue is, not able to xeach, 
being there ſtyled the Spirit, the Holy Spirit of Gon ; 


that is, as near as WEIR! eee * only ee 
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of Nam ad. are ed 5 3 
in his Senſes would grieve, that is the Great and the 


Good; and he is ſuper-eminently both. God is him- 


ſelf a Spirit, and he hath many Spirits, created in his 
Power, and wholly at his Command bur he hath | 


one above all, uncreatec, of his own: 


who is indeed Gop himſelf. Our Saviour Cs | 
_ teaches us to take Notice of him, as of a Wind that 
bloweth where it lifteth. We know that by its Ef- 


W 1 __ dor ſuch a Feeling is it ſubject. 
2 * ö MW 7 . 
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When we obſerve what it brings to pas i in the out- 
ward World, and in our own Bowels too, tho we 
ſee it not, yet we cannot but know it acts with Power 

uncontrolable, working Life or Death in every Thing. 
Now, we are ſure ſuch Power cannot ſubſiſt of itſelf, 

but muſt have ſome Subſtance in which it inheres: 
In like Manner we may obtain a Notion of the Spi- 
rit of Gon by his Operations. When we ſee the 
Wonders he hath done upon Nature; what ſtrange 
Works he hath wrought on the Souls of Men, ma- 


Fing them attempt, and enabling them to execute, 


what is beyond, and directly contrary to, every Af- 
fection and View that belongs to the natural Man; 
ſuperceding all the Principles that conſtitute the hu- 
man Frame, even that Foundation one of Self-pre- 
ſervation, together with the whole Wiſdom and 


Prudence of the worldly Life: When we ſee this we 


become ſure that it could not come to paſs but by 
the Agency of ſome Spirit that has Dominion over 


tze firſt Creation; and becauſe it thus changes its 


temporary Laws, and reverſes its momentary Eſta- 


bliſuments at Pleaſure,” By his Miniſtry both the 
outward as well as the moral World, was turned 
| upſide down, inſide outward, when he Kilt introdu- 


ced Chriſtianity into it with Power. The Great- 
neſs then of this be, e ar be eſtimated by the Great- 
neis of his Works. He makes a new World, and 


_Mi&'it with new Creatures, both more perfect and 
wonderful than what his firſt Moving 7 the? * an | 
85 the e e e et ga 2 


ef Fe” as he's is 3 in Bae Kh Fg wn no wy 


4 in Holineſs. To make him appear great, 


according to the Eſtimation of Men, bis Style and 


Title of „ ſhould have been The Spirit 


* 


1 


of wn Might, Majeſty, Dominion, and 
Government. Of all theſe too, the Apoſtle tells us, 

he is the Fountain; but Choice is made of none of | 
them, when he is to be ſet forth unto Men as the Sealer 
of their Redemption. This only of Holy is ſelected 
from them all. His beloved Title, whereby he would 
be diſtinguiſhed by us, is not High and Mighty; no, 
nor Great and Glorious; but only that of the Holy 
Spirit. Nor do the Seraphims and Powers of Heaven 
thrice cry either Great, or High, or Strong, but only 
Holy, Holy, Holy, to the Loxp Gon Almighty him- 

ſelf. This is his ſovereign Attribute, and whereby we 
beſt laud and magnify his glorious Name. His Holineſs 
is placed even before Lox p Gop of Hoſts, Here 
are two Reaſons then why we ſhould not grieve him, 
becauſe he is Great, and becauſe he is Good: But 
ſtill farther, becauſe his Mercy towards us endureth 
for ever. He offers to ſeal us to the Day of Redemp- 
tion; and to grieve Him, by denying him to do us 
ſuch a F 228 * 2 . more eating * | 


Je is. Gable 40 of all the 3 Pan of 
the Godhead, none has ſo many Denominations, 


with reſpect to the manifold Benefits;beftowed. upon 


us, as this Divine Spirit. He firſt is called the Mo- 
ver, as we read in Geneſis, or the Power of Vegeta- 
tion in his new created World; then he is ſtyled the 


Soul of Liſe in every living Creature; then, of an | 


Heavenly Spirit, of a double Life in Man. In Be- 
_ zaleel,” he is the Author of Art; in the Seventy El- 


ders, Wiſdom for Government; and even in Balaam, . 


che Word of Prophecy. All theſe are from the Spi- 


rit of Gop.: But from him, as Holy, ſprings the beſt 


of * Gifts, even ; of ome he makes Men | 
| >_> ane 


tx) 


aints, Servants, aa ons to the living Gop. He 
. gives Grace to reprove and check; Grace to guide 
and lead into all Truth; Grace to teach and bring 
all valuable Things to our Remembrance; Grace 
to quicken and ſtir up our dull and becalm'd Minds; 
Grace to aſk what we otherwiſe know not how to 
pray for; Grace that ſheds abroad Love in our 
Hearts ; and, which is- the moſt ſovereign of all the 
ſeven, he gives that Grace which ſeals us to the Day 
of Redemption; that which ſanQifies, ſevers, and 
: „ Fhon: Woe Wc World, er 


. n 


The Waden indeed is 8 we were 
Captives to a Law in our Members, faith the Apoſtle, 
carnal, and fold under Sin: From the Power of this 
Curſe he hath ranſom d and redeem'd us, and that at 
no leſs Price than of himſelf, which was paid down 
at the Day of his Death on the Croſs: But he him- 
. felf tells us of another Day, when, at his ſecond: ap- 
pearing, he bids us lift up our Heads, for then it is 
our Redemption draweth nigh. Till then it is not 
full and perfect; for, notwithſtanding the firſt Fruits 
of the Spirit, we groan ſtill, as ſubject to Vanity and 
Corruption; and all che Creatures together with us 
do the ſame. The whole Creation groaneth and tra- 
| welleth together in Pain untill now. Againſt this Day 
of final Redemption it ſtands us in Hand to provide 
that we are ſealed, and have this Mark of Separation 
from the World expreſs d in our Foreheads. For 
to all that are not ſo diſtinguiſhed, it will be ſaid at 
the 22 7 know you not. Which Proceſs was 
in the Paſſover; the Lamb flain' was the 
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„ but the Poſts ſtricken with the Blood 
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was the Sign that hindered the Deftroger from en- 


tering. e 
x FL * * 


1 Now, this Sealtng, or 5 And without 


which nothing is authentick, is the Diſpenſation of 
the Holy Spirit; whoſe Office we muſt paſs, that the 


whole Godhead may co-operate, as in the Work of 
Creation, ſo in the Buſineſs of our eternal Salvation. 
 Caur1sT without the Holy Ghoſt is as ineffectual as 
a Deed without a Seal, or a Teſtament wichout an 
Executor. All that CHRIST hath wrought for us, 
the Spirit muſt work in us; and hereby he ſets to 
the Seal of Redemption : Mor fn any other exe- 


cute this Office. The Spirit of the World, which | 
is too properly our own, knows, nor can know, no- 


thing of the Matter. Moral Virtues many Hea- 
thens could boaſt, and ſo may thoſe who call them- 
. ſelves Chriſtians, whenſoever they are ſo difpoſed ; ; 
and perhaps the World ſhall, ſpeak well of them, 
for ſpeaking well of themſelves, as well as for doing 


well unto themſelves : But ſtill here's no Seal ſet 
againſt the Day of Redemption. Nothing of this 


Kind, that's better than the Spider's Web, can be 
ſpun. out of ourſelves. Nothing but the Breath of 


God can kindle this new Life: Nothing but the 
Holy Spirit can awaken and bring to good Effect the 

| redeeming Powers. Tr is he that hath, made us, and . 
not we ourſelyes ; 1 Gop the Father: It i is he that 

| hath redeemed us, apd not we ourſelves ; Gop the 
Son: It is he that muſt ſeal us, and not we ourſelves; 


Gop the Holy Ghoſt. The whole Glory of Man's 
Salvation muſt redound to the whole Trinity of Gop; 


and that jointly and ſeparately ; that he who rejoices 
may rejoice in the Lonxp, and that thus his Joy may 


be full. All Things, but Man himſelf, are ready 
| and 
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and prepared for putting the finiſhing Hand to this 
aſtoniſhing Deſign: Gop has made; ChRIS T has 
_ redeemed, and, if we grieve him not with our Sins, 
the HoLy GHosT is ready to do the laſt Office, 
and ſeal us to the Day of Ry 3 which * a 
me to 3 | 


- The * Thing 1 . to e which 
was the Requeſt itſelf, Do not, or be not willing to, 
grieve the Fm N of G OD. | nn 


a Now; i in managing, deeply Sa clearly, this «Pail, 
ſome Difficulties will ariſe ; but, by the Help of - 
Gop, we ſhall get ovet them all. 


This Requeſt ſeems, bat ſmall, and is 0 
mh ſuch Modeſty, as to carry with it rather the 
Air of a Courteſy, than the Demand of a Duty. The 
Apoſtle pleads not to have him treated worthily, to 
be received with Joy; or that his Name ſhould be 
| glorified ; but only that Evil be not ſpoken, and Ha- 
tred return'd for his Good-will towards Men. Only, 
Do not grieve. Solomon ſays, Reaſon would that we 
ſhould not grieve any of our Neighbours, ſteing we 
| dwell ſecurely by them. But with what barbarous 
Freedom ſoever we may deal with each other, we 
ſhould i in anywiſe fear to offend God in this Manner. 
Is it not enough, ſaith the Prophet, that ye weary Men, 
but will you weary my GOD alfa Pm Proveke him 


nat, ſaith the Apoſtle, for are we Aronger than be? - 


Nay, farther, if we provoke Gop, yet not the Holy 


Spirit of God, Sins and Grievances againſt both Fa- 
ther and Son, may be, and are, forgiven, as CHRIST 
himſelf aſſures us; 3 but Sin ir * m never 


be forgiven. 8 FT 


Fl 


Were it but the ei of Man, our own, we ſhould 
be ever careful how we load it with any great Of- 
fence, as knowing bow hardly Things of this Kd 5 
preſs upon it: The Stings of Conſcience are worſe 
than the Piercings of a Sword, and the Upbraidings 
of the Heart harder to be endured than a Dart ſtruck 


through the Liver.. Here, in this Part of our Na- 
ture it is that the Worm i is bred that never dies, 


never ceaſes to twiſt, never leaves off gnawing. 
Every Man at is not quite dead to Shame, that is 
not ſear d with invincible Stubborneſs, muſt know in 


part ſome what of this Feeling. Now, the Apoſtle 


here tells us, that 12 like this bak vs 2 


be done to the Spirit of God. 


we 


But here Reaſon ſteps rey and throws © Die 
ficulty in our Way. How can Gop, who is canfeſ- 
ſedly without Paffons, as well as Parts, be affected 
with Grief? We ſhall be no Gainers by the Queſtion, 


I'm. confident, when it is thus anſwered. For, tho 


it be true, that Gop has no Paſfions, we may, not- 
withſtanding, do what in us lies to grieve him; and 
the Endeavour, or Will, to do this great Evil, may 
render us guilty of the Crime, tho' the Effect, with 


regard to him follow not. Tf the high ſuper- eminent 
Perfection of his Nature renders him incapable of any 


ſuch troubleſome Affections; yet if we do our utmoſt 
fo make Grief fall into the Divide Eſſence; tho* we 
cannot execute it, yet the daring Diſpoſition thall 
ſtir up ſuch Indignation and Rebuke in our ow Souls, 
as if the Fact had been, on all Sides, really perpe- 


| trated. There is a Caſe put by our Saviour in the 


Goſpel, which may ſerve to throw ſome Light upon 


| this D iſficulty. Wheſo, faith he, looketh with Luft, | 
| hath committed Adultery ; ; and © et the Perſen en 
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wines * mental e is ad may be 
all the while perfectly clear, wholly unmoved. 3 
like Manner may Man grieve and vex "God i in 'the 


Idea of his own evil and rebellious Heart, though the 
Deity remain all the, wh in perfect Peace, 


2 Si, 


; 


8 forbid that 5 we mould think 3 it in the ies 
of baſe Fleſh and Blood, to raiſe ſuch Perturbations | : 
in the Almighty, as we poor Worms are ſubject wil 
and which, indeed, _ conſtitute. the Miſery. of our Na- 
ture. But yet all our Paſſions are aſcribed to him in 
Scripture, and in the fame Scriptures as flatly denied 
to be in him : Such as Anger, Repentance, and en- 
louly, as well as Grief. Thus, it repented 6b 
that he had made Saul King; and in the, ſame Chap- 
ter it is aſſerted, That the Strength of. Iſrael is not a 
Aan, that he ſhould repent. Here the Gifts and. 

Callings, of Gop are ſure, becauſe from bim who 
no Repentance; there we find him. again re- 
preſerted as quite tired with Repenting. One while 


he is grieved at the Heart, and at others, there i is 


that Fullneſs of Joy with him for evermore, as ex- 
cludes all of this Kind, Thus, then, theſe different 
Expreffions are eaſily and fafely underſtged : When 
theſe Affections are denied to be in Gon, the ſteady 
Perſection of the Deity, no ways obnoxious to our 
Imbecilities, is the Point of ſound Divinity. to be ſet 
forth 5 when they are aſcribed to Gon, the Conſe- 
quences of them, with regard to us, is what is wholly 
2 and what alone ſhould T our Atcen- 
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Hon will deat A. us. . . 


7 
in like Manner as we ſhould, when fo (UP n 
it reaſonable to deal, and to be dealt withal. And 


" this 


— - 


121 
this he ever profeſſes, that he will judge us according 
to our on Way of judging; mete with the Meafdre' 
ve mete with, and forgive as we have forgiven, Now, 
as we ſeldom pant home, but when we are angry, 
or do any Fhing indeed to Purpoſe, till our Affection 
are ſtirr d, and Paſſion give an Edge to Execution: 
Therefore to ſpeak in our Language, that his Speech 
may be intelligible to us, Gop is ſaid to be angry, 
when he proceeds to puniſh as effectuallh) as if he 
were ſo. And thus becauſe our Love towards any 
Thing is found flack tif 'a Mixture of Jealouſy, os 
Dread for the Loſs of the beloved Odject be joined 
to it, he is therefore repreſented as a jealous Gon, 
becauſe his Love't to "oy enge is I der _ 
great. 9 þ | 
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Ae We er not what we 5 have ernie 
except we repent of our Determinations; ſo When . 
| Gon ſeems to alter his Courſe, which he; to our Ob- 
ſervation, formerly held, we fay, He repents; tho 
his Purpoſe and the ſeeming Change are botir as un- TY 
changeable as his Nature. It is juſt the fame'in'the © 
Caſe now Before us: We withdraw not our Coun- 
tenance, ot Converſation” from our Intimates; till 
ſome Grleyance make à Breach in"6ut 'Prieidfkip ; 
and from this Obſervation; form a parallel Caſe, when 
the good Spirit, for our Neglect of his Help, o or Abuſe 
of his. Gifts, no longer offers either, but "withdraws 
his Countenance, and; is no more ſeen or felt; then 
it is faid, Tut deb hides his: Face becauſe he has been 
grieyed. | wh 
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Whether Bears bebe! in himſelf Aer or not, 
it is all the ſame to us, if we are to be ſurely treated 


as if he were; and it would be more to our Purpoſe, 
%% oo 


70 
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ban philoſophiſing upon the Matter, to avoid giving 
him any Cauſe to do that tqwards us, which Men do 

towards each other hen d deſpitefully or careleſsly in- 
| treated ; and more eſpecially. at that Seaſon; when 
offered Service, i is their only Occaſion of Addreſs: For 
if this be our Manner of Behaviour towards him, he 
will as ſurely ſorſake and withdraw himſelf from us, 
as, for ſuch eee ty ef nend en Fn 

will re 8 5 > "RO 2 F | 
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Row in math.” that Deron of Goodneſs ah 
Gas: of his Grace has given into our Nature, to 
counteract the Bad that is ſettled there: That Spirit 
within us, that is ſaid to luſt againſt the Fleſh, even 
as the Fleſh luſteth againſt it, he has of his infinite 
Mercy ſo interwoven with our Souls, as to become a 
Part of our better Nature; and, in the Apoſtle's Ac- 
count, is the firſt of the three Principles that conſti- 

tute the whole Man, Spirit, Soul, and Body; ſo he 
ſums us up: And, in this Light, it ſubmits to be acted 
upon, and dealt with, as any other Portion of -our- 
ſelves..... It really becomes, as St. Paul ſays of the 
Spirits of the Prophets, ſubjeft to the Prophets. And 
| if we treat it not with Reſpect; 1 we obey not its 
Admonitions and Directions; if we make no good - 
Vl of it, , reject its offered Kindneſs with Scorn, or 
in anywiſe turn it; into Laſciviouſneſs, and. endeavour 
to make it ſerve with our, Sins, it will, thus abuſed, 
like any of our other Affections, Parts: « or Abilities, 
grow weak, ficken, and finally depart and vaniſh 
| from before us. Neglect has grieved it, and Un- 
kindneſs has killed it; nor is there here any Thing 
ſtrange or unuſual, but all according to the com mon 
Way of working in Evil as well as Good. The evil 

Spirit of the World that wars Aline in us, and 
42 7 woul d 


* 


(21 
would ſeat us to — do) 


juſt the ſamey were he equaliy mortified with Neglect, 8 
and grieved with continual Contradiction and Con-! 


tempt; thus trsatecb he would depart;-thus reſiſted. 


he would afſuredly- fly from 063-1503 HEVV lor 
„ 093949928 „dete io bogbefwWonaot vibes od IIs 511 
By this Time I may prefume the Phraſe no longer 
troubles us; but we are ſenſible chat wel may, Cin 
ſuch Manner, grieve the Holy - Spirit as to hurt Ur 
ſelves, tho' we hurt not him; and that to ſuch a De- 
gree as never to be forgiven for the Offence. "i 


I ſhall therefore add only. an mtu Rege gion or | 


two upon the whole, and W done. 


-Iynbussever em we 6nd, in S human Af- 
fections attributed to Gop, let us make it a Rule to 
bring the Matter home to ourſelves ; for it is thus 
_ - written wholly for our Uſe. When Gov. is ſaid to 
be jealous, be jealous over yourſelves; when he is 
ſaid to be angry at Sin, be you ſo, as that you fin 
not; when he is ſaid to repent, ſorrow you unto Re- 
pentance; when he is ſaid to be grieved, beware eſpe- 
cially of all grievous Qingees. It muſt be ſomething. 
very deſpetate that dan, in any ; Senſes. be ſaid: to 
grieve the'Holy: Spirit; and amev 1 efe this Affliction, 
be ſure of it, Will light 1% heavy's it i drougbt forth, 
and a Dwellus- place it mult haves. and if it Teak. 
not into him, it will recotl; hack upon the Heart, and 
fix in the Soul that produced it. The only Way 
then to prevent or remedy khis impending Evil, (for 
if we, in anywiſe, come ſhort of his Grace, we have 
none to ſave us) is to take to ourſelves the Affection 

in Truth, that is here figutatively attributed to him; 
and if, with broken and contrite Spirits, we humble 95 
D 3 | Wt. 4 
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ef er be 
of Redemption, bet bs dn Der weren the 

ö Df T fair, we 
ſhall be readily acknowledged of Gon, accepted of 


Cnnisr, and inhabited by himſelf to all Eternity. 
To him. therefore, with. the Father and the Son, be 
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0 Eokrai ide AUT io thee? O Judah what 
Mall I dounto thee ? Fat your Goodneſs 55.95 Harn- 
: 5 N er be early Dew. it gaeth Din. cf 


a1 $4;i-00u} 2inhi{ 6 #939X5 ee Shilf.,as n 
"LA | E-haye ber a tender and moving Com- . 
14 1 3 e 2792 4 


Adab; hut the Occaſion, of i it is 5 a Mat- 
ter that concetps us all at 185 Hay 
e with them. The r 

eO 
nh Ne. but the Reproach, gr Admonition, Bes 
all Human Kind, that come under the like Ten BY 
and Diſpoſitions; and which indeed "makes it that 
living and enduring Word 8 ſpeaking 2 
and for evermore,. If chere be D iffe- 
rence in the Caſe now before us, t Dian 1 
fear, will be found to Ii -anoutt Sides; and gat the 
Caſe is rather worſe with us than with them. Our 
 Goodriefs, G8 knows; ff we have had unyzimbbgft 
us, Can't be fo properly aid to be going up a#'the early 
Dew, but to be gone; whether up or don is va- 
niſhed as. ri it had pen ver been 3 3 like. th Path fog 
an Arrdwz ho PE Footlfep, to be ſeen; * | 
that we.zrc ata Loſs to tao 0 9 — 0 gol, = 
ther — ning erde 2 living 


for any 79 Th ng KEN Wit- 
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Nature: eld Su Lale. L-Chall * chem; xr; _ 5 
poſing ſome Portion of Goodneſs, morę chan will juſt ; 


ſeryeto our Condemnation, ſtill remaining amongſt. 
us, ſhall, in my following Diſcourſe, endeavout to rec- 


tiſy ſome miſtaken Notions concerning the Degrees 


of it, that are neceſ 


1 to make us s accepted i in the 
Us. | | 


IEA Holigeſs, or flick Sort of Goodneſs as 
is for Durance only as the Morning Cloud, or that 
goeth away as the early Dew, moves only Gop's 
Pity and Diſpleaſure: And we ſadly deceive ourſelves 
if we think that exerting a little ſuch · like religious 
Deportment now and then, rather of Conſtraint than 
of a ready Mind; or making a Shew'of ſome fair Be- 
ginnings, whoſe Hopes, nevertheleſs, fail i in the Iſſue, 
is that Righteouſneſs that will fave our Souls alive, 
He that endureth unto the End, faith Canusr, Hall be 
8 And he that is "faithful wnto Death, faith 

t. John, and He only, bas the n F, 54 beld 
forth unto bim. 3 5 
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"Now this F idee! in etz 


"(IF Ko If? Fe 115 

As ods In-our: religious Praftices., Which two. Point 
chica 2 the remaining Time ſhall * 
85 " -[emnplayed, c u Sorrow F895 af 5 19 8 1 


* #3627 5+ 


. | "ſome wholſome Admonitions, "Ai in  lay- 

4 je ing down ſome Rules, whereby we may confirm 

8 wen Motions of Go s gracious | Goodneſs in us, 
and keep ĩt even unto the End. 

Firſt, 


— — a 
Fig, then, I: am to ſhe that our pious Purpoſes 
are not to be depended upon: They are but too much 
like the Morning Cloud, and, as the eaxly Dew, they 
go away in a Vapour, and are no more. Lat not the 
Part of a; good Deſire: over-paſs thee, ſaith the Wiſe - 
i une of it as a Thing: "er! like. 78 do... 4 


2 # 


We nay think ourſelves. wile, and 2 aware, of 
our Weakneſs. in this Particular; and therefore, to 
prevent our ſtarting back from our Religious Deſigns, 
we fence, our Hearts with many a Reſolution, and 
perhaps add Vows to ſtrengthen them. But though 
we may reſolve to wrap ourſelves-up never ſo.cloſe,. 
to: keep. out; Temptations, yet when either the Sun- 
ſhine of Proſperity melts us, or the Storms of. Aﬀic- 
tion ruffle and diſcompoſe us, we ſoon let goT Our Hold, 
and all our goodly Intentions vaniſſi as ealily as as' we 
loſe a Dream: And this will ever be the Cale, ſo long 

as we truſt in ourſelyes. How frequent i is ĩt for Men, 
after Vows, . to make Inquiry ?” Perhaps it was raſh, 
or impoſſible to be kept: Or the Caſe is altered 
by ſome new emergent Circumſtance. hitherta un- 
thought of: Or if no Shift of this Kind offers, why 
then we grow froward and deſperate, fo break the 
Knot. we, could not untie, and caſt away the Cord 
from us.. Then the unclean Spirit uſually. re-enters, 
with ſeven others more wicked than himſelf. Vo 
not at all, ſaith our Saviour, as knowing what was 
in Man; and that if he did keep it, it would be more 
out of Honour towards himſelf, as a Compliment to. 
his own Determinations, than from any ſettled Prin- 
ciple of Goodneſs refiding within; for that would 


have n the e nyc withoar it. N 
1 


[3] 


mem Ganify eo hind\abhc, 
 ever/fince his Baptiſmal onc;/thas done nothing elſe 


but break them? That, for Years together, as been 
reſolving aguinſt what he daily acts? 
Phieſe preſent renouncing of our Sins, prove ſeldom 
better grounded than was Annen's thruſting out his 
beloved Siſter, when he was weary of her. Thus, 
when'our Appetite is gone under that DejeRtion, we 
are ver'd perhaps, and diflitiched;' that we have loſt 
dur Innocence and our Peace in Exchange only: for 
Shame and Diſquiet ; and, in this Temper 
min no more: But all this is Titile Eder wife ban; after 
4 full Meal, to talk bf Faſting; which it is very eaſy 
todo, and that with Teeming i :*Br 
ger be im portunate; let delicate Meats and pleaſing 
| Company entice, and we all ſoon” ſee whether ag 

| e or the aa be the ſtronger. - 
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And 1 am Tam unde that Gob, of hi eos 
towards us, 5 Fen ordered this Matter; leaving us 
thus to be failed perpetually'i in the fone of our own 
| Reſolutions, in order” to us und 3 continual 
Dependence upon his Grace Alone. Th op nvince us 
that, ſeparate' from his Influence, we e neither 
IND nor Strength to ſtand againſt the Powers of 
natural Corruption; and that this Grace j is purely 

4 Gift of Gop, to be ſought after 'by,, continual 
3 and to be obtained, from Day y,ta Day, as our 
3 peas Our Help  fands i in the Name of the 5 
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. In the ſecond „* oa 
true to the like PO ei es of 


Ef 


: The eee eee e n the? | 
they make a gallant Appearance when preſent, yet 
ſeldom ſtay long in a Place. Thus we read, in the 
Goſpel Parable, of the five fooliſh Virgins ; they {et 
forth towards the Bridegroom, as forward as any of 
the five wiſe ones; and their Lamps, ſor a while, 
ſhined as gloriouſſy, whilſt; they, laſted, yet hecauſe 
they continued not, the Doors were finally ſhut a- 
gainſt them. King Agrippa made ſuch a religlbus 
Start when be profeſſed himſelf almoſt perſuaded to. 
be a Chriſtian: And Felix, ſuch another, when be 
trembled at Pauls ee . yet cared to heat n 
more oft. . ct edi ben b nb Abi vin: 
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But Raſigion is made one entire Miſtake of, if ve 
think it the Buſineſs of a Day only. Its very Eſ- 
ſence is Converſion; and when otherwiſe apprebend- 
| 54 een eser. Sg hoy "a 


ITT CL 2 [hs 3111 „ 


oer is it gat we ad underſtand, that the Lo. | 
ing of a Faſt now and then, or the receiving of a Sa- 
crament, or any other outward Act, (tho this be 
more than ſome that ſuffer themſelves to be called 


Chriſtians can pretend to) cannot poſſibly take away 
Sin, or atone for the Commiſſion of it? Repentance, 
and the Salvation it leads to, is never the nearer, be : 
cauſe we can, when Cuſtom invites to holy Duties, 
lay aſide our carnal Affectidus for a Time; if, when 
the formal Turn is ſervod, we chearfully go hack to 
| r 3 a 
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was a Time . Eſau could ſhed | 
Tea ears to get a Bleſſing: Even Phardab himſelf relent- 
ed for a while ; I have finned, ſaith he, furgive me, 
intreat the LORD for me: Firſt he would let the 
Men go, then their Little-ones, then band ile t 14 


ee ee gale; 

15 een ond with: ua lie abe Death Lade 
eous, even while he was purſuing the Wages of Un- 
righteouſneſs : Pilate had no niente at firſt 
on CHRIST's Behalf, yet at laſt crucified him: He- 
rod, we read, did many Things, ere Jahn 
gladly, yet at length beheaded him. This his hear- 
ing was, it ſeems, but ont: of Carnal Gladnefs, tho”: 
in a Spiritual Matter:;-| John preached: and - pleaſed: 
him, much after the ſame Manner that Herodias af-- 
terwards danced and pleaſed him; with this Diſſe- 
rence only, that the eee in the End, _ the bet- 
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0 1 "x EL PS in this 8 not intelligible 
and awakening, it is becauſe our Underſtandings, as 
well as Goodneſs, are clouded, * away tage-: 
3 pF = FRE 
* oy IC fa itz: by 00h: * 72 e i 
26 Bus now, amide all. this . and — 
all theſe Errors and Inconſtances, how ſhall we aſ- 
ſure our Hearts before Gon? How ſhall we eſtabliſſ 
our Goodneſs, and make it permanent? How ſhallwe 
be ſure when we are ſincere ? And untill ſomething of 
this Kind be done for the Spul, it can know no Peace. 
A coiiſtant and regular Demeanor towards Gop, in 
Religious Duties, will not be a ſufficient Teſtimony : 
The erus carried all theſe Matters to tlie Height, at 
the very TI * crucified: che Son of Go 
Sod T and 


£1. 


eee die Nellen This 1 Wok that 
every regular and diligent Perſon may and will do of | 
Courſe, were it only to rid their Hands of it, and get 
done; or perhaps (for ſome ſuch religious T raffickers 
_ . there are) to compound with their Conloiences to lie 
the . on other Occaſions. 


Nor wil weeping for our Sing be Ground ſufficient 
far us to conclude that our Goodneſs i is fix d in the 
Sight of Gop, and that we are at real Enmity with 
our Corruptions: For this is a Paſſion ſo cheap and 
obvious, that it proceeds not only from Sorrow and 
Indignation, but from Love, Joy, Pity, and Affec- 
tions merely fantaſtick. A Romance can cauſe it as 
readily as Truth; and a. Tale well told, though we 
believe not a Word of it. Some can weep for every 
trifling Accident, too ſmall to go to the Bottom of the 
Heart, and for which the leaſt Paſſion is too great an 
Expence; and indeed they are oftentimes found moſt 
nies who are moſt kale to ĩts 9 ; 

"Par e a N an 1 1 ae Sin, FRE 
reprata them conſtantly, this ſurely will argue a ſettled 
-Averſion, and that Nature is now. in a fair Way to 
be diſarmed, finally. conquered and caſt out: But 
even here no leſs Man than St. Auſtin confeſſeth that 
he prayed againſt the ſinful Heats of his Youth, and 


all the while eien wiſh' d that Gop; would not hear 
him too ſoon. 
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Here the ng 92 50 of praying NAM 
+ Deſire, and aſking for what we haye no Mind to 
receive, is ſtrongly manifeſted, . If none of theſe-will 
give the Aſſurance we want, it may be ſaid, What 
then can? How, . we 0 uiſh N Vorkings of 
2  Gon's 


. 
ob's Grace from the Motions of our on Good 
; 3 ———— — if you will 

| but receive it; for chere it ſticks, and that up to the 
Oertainty of a Demonſtration ; for there is nothing 
difficult or abſtruſe in the Q Queſtion; tis "Ae an 
obvious that renders it hard to be receivi 


4 50 ſeeing a Man cannot will againſt hisDefire, 
becauſe they are both as one, nor-chuſe what he really 
deteſts; for this would be making Chuſing and Refu- 
|  fing to de the ſame: Hence it is manifeſt we may be 
_ certain, and not otherwiſe, that our Confeffion, that 
our Tears, and that our Prayers have been in earneſt, 
and ſpring ſrom a true Ground, not from ourſelves, 
but from the Grace of Gon, by the Event. Every 
muſt we refer for Certainty in this Matter: For Acts 
and Deeds e eee IO, 


mn 1 


| If then we fo bewail . as MPa 
and ſo to hate it as never again to entertain it with 
Complacency ; if we conſtahtly reſiſt it with Abhor- 
ence, and ſo finally prevail over it, then, and not till 
then, we may conclude our Repentance to have been 
fincere. We art then become new Creatures in 
Righteouſhefs and true Holinefs; this Converfion is 
furely the Work of Gop upon our Souls; for we 
may depend upon it, that no Goodneſs in our Nature 
will ever act, thus conſtantly and ſteadily, againſt it- 
'felf, ay Its own 1 miſtaken Intereſt. 3 5 
7 1 | 
Wi have n now feen what enen an ver 
© "Goodneſs is compounded of; and that it is, when tried 
| to che Borg, but little beuer wan our Bzdneſs. It 


1s 


6% 
is ay dak a cht 1 and as unſtable as 
the early Dew; fit only to be diſperſed at the Riſing. 
of the Morning Star, and to be driven away when tile 
J Day. ſpring from on high 1 vie was Souls. A Jae af br 
1 ſhall now; according 6 Promiſe, i 18 Le} SY 
4 60 l ; | 
In the third Place, lay down pos Bules, or cope: 
propoſe ſome Expedients, whereby: we may confirm 
the Motions of Gop's gracious. Goodneſs, in us, and 
keep it even unto. the End; that ſo this Body of Sin 
and Death we bear about us, may e and . ; 
ever, nd our ON. | 


3 


Fink, ho ws us 5 ever . and: jt, 


over.our_inbred Corruptions : For they are the very 
Eſſence of our fallen Nature, the Baſis upon which ; 


our eg. evil Lie is built and ſtands. Thus 


to root out or e, 7 — 5 own 1 in Good 
neſs will be found, on Trial, even good for hothing;, 
they are no better than a broken Reed, that pierces 
the Hand, inſtead of ſupporting the Feet of him that 
leans upon it: For though; ous Out-works be ever 
ſo well guarded, yet this Enemy within wilt wait an 
Occaſion to ſet open the Gate wide to our Deſtruc- 
tion. It has the ſubtle Serpent for its Author, and i its. 
very Guiſe i is et & Wee in order to avoid 2 


r 


5 15 
. Hy N abound _—_ A Ea ay 
calculated to give us * to keep Us con. 
| HOOP: 


tinually upon; a 3 the Wit * is. : 
_ and! deſperately ſubtle Adverſar rr. 
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gt, 190 notorious Inſtances, ſet forth ; in \ the 148 
of Lot and Noab, I ſhall ſingle out and ſet before you. 
Lot, we read, continued undefiled in his earlier Days, 
vex'd in Soul at the Converſation of the impure 
Sodomites; yet when he was turn'd looſe to himſelf, 
and dwelt ſolitary in the Cave of a Mountain, how 
eaſily did his own Daughters, or rather the wanton | 
| Remains of his own Diſpoſitions, in old Age, woſt 


 baſely corrupt him. . eo 5 2 Td 


Noab lived temperately, amongft al os „Reel | 
of the old World; yet after he had eſcaped the Flood 
of Waters, and had no Companion left to drink with 
him, he was at length, as a ahh a 
Deluge of Wine, to his Shame. e OR ee 5 


5 „ 
* 
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| Now, | neither & hs eminently good Men were 
» ſufficiently aware of the Inftability of their own Good- 
neſs, and the ſuperior Force of a corrupt Principle i in, 
Nature: And fo, tho' they got the Victory, by Grace, 
in the greater Conflicts, yet they were, ene er it, 
ſhamefully « overcome vey the leſs. a” . 


Hence, therefore, let us learn to think” ever wil 
and meanly of all natural Abilities towards real Good- 
neſs of any Kind. Happy is the Man that fearuth ” 
alway, faith Solomon; but he that hardeneth his Heart 
Hall fall into Miſchief. And it is St. Paul's Advice, 
Let no Man deceive bimſelf; if any Man ſeemeth to 
be wiſe, Jet him become a Fool, i. e. in his own Efcem,, 

that be n. be viſe. But, above all Things, let us 


ch as we he out of, the Way of Temp- 
tation. 


| F651. 


There is a Share in every Man s Conſlitu- 


2 ee ſo like to fall into it as he that thinks 


_ himſelf ſecure. He that will come nigh the Mouth 
of a Furnace, muſt expect to be ſeorched by the 
Flames: And for this Cauſe our Saviour teacheth us 
to pray that we enter not into Temptation, as know - 

ing how apt we are to yield and be overcome by it. 


If, indeed, Gon pleaſe to try us, whether by Allure- 


ments or Afflictions, we ought, as St. James ſays, to 

count it all Joy: What he does muſt be for a good 
End, as a Trial of Faith, or an Exerciſe of Virtue; 
but if we go about to tempt ourſelves, and invite the 
Enemy into pur Quarters, it is eaſy to ſay who ſhall 


get the Victory. It is Madneſs to walk upon a Pre- 


eipice, or to put our Hand upon the Cockatrice's 


Den, in hopes to pleaſe ourſelves with the Triumph 


of a Deliverance : Tis glorious, indeed, to eſcape a 


Danger, but it is better not to come near it: Nor can 
the Oſtentation of the . ee” at | 


4% ee r e fee de e ny 
- No Man, that re coals: Life or Health's will run 
| raftdy i into 1 though his Conſti- 


tion be ſtrong, he may catch the Infection, and then 


it will rage with the greater Violence. Now, the 
Soul is as fruitful a Seminary of Sin, as the Body is of 


Diſeaſes; uſe the beſt Preſervatives we can, all will 


prove little enough: Let us therefore put on the whole 
Armour of 'Gop, and then we may hope to ftrive 
effectually againſt every ſpiritual Tg ; but rs 
Weapons will ſurely fail us. An 9197 
There is ach Inquiry nad how we may khow 
when Temptations are from Satan, and when from 
ourſelves ; the Matter is of no Importance; we had 
'F'OL. I. "BS - mueh 
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much better take Care to reſiſt than to diſtinguiſh 
them. When Peter queſtioned Ananias—Hhby bath 
Satan filled thy Heart? He expoſtulates the Matter 
with Anantas, and not with Satan; for if the Man had 
not laid nay vow the Foe POLY not 9 5 


8 TY 
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* concerns us; ee e to withſtand oi Tewy- 
tation which, though univerſally, never was, nor ever 
will be done; yet, as to Particulars, it is not impoſ- 
ſible. This is our Victory, however, to be always 8 
contending. From ChRISH himſelf the Tempter de- 

parts but for a Seaſon, though thrice repulſed.” \Gop 
bas thought fit, during Life, to keep us in a Poſture 
of War; and, thro* his Mercy, it will be our Right- 
ceouſneſs and Crown, if we approve ourſelves - 
ful RI —_—_ not 1 e 
M7. 38 TS 
'To mt: E 4 us. 8 upon ch for Help 55 
8 and Strength, and make no Account of what we may 
properly call our own Goodneſs; it is all a Cloud, 
it is merely a Vapour ;; no ſure building upon it, no 
_ ſafe truſting in it: But if we caſt ourſelves naked up- 
on his Mercy, who, in due Time, died: fot: the Un- 
godly, we ſhall find his Grace ſufficient to all Pur- 
poſes of | Godlineſs. So long as he continues the 
Warfare; he will ſend us Succours ; and though our 
Goodneſs and very Heart fail us, yet ſhall-we be up- 
held, even unto the End, by a Portion of that Might 
which is in JesUs CHRIST our Loxp: And to 
whom therefore, with the F aner and Holy Spirit, be 
1 Sc. ; _ 


En 
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: Mere and Truth are met together, Righteoufuſe and 
7271.5 Nie have fee. each Ther. | | 
F625 {8 ©1004 
1 E have here Notice given us of the 
moſt illuſtrious and bleſſed Meeting 
that ever was recorded; and of which 
it is of more Concern and Comfort for 
| Mankind to be appriſed, than of that 
auguft Aſſembly, when Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
met in the Beginning, and joined. in the firſt Forma- 
tion of the Univerſe. For if Mercy and Truth be 
at Odds; if Righteouſneſs and Peace be at Enmity ; 
if theſe great Attributes of Gop be disjoined in the 
Creature, and were never to be reconciled; better 
had it been for us if we had never been born; better 
had it been for the whole Creation if it had retatihbd r 
for ever in the ſluggiſn Silence of its original Chaos. 
Better any Thing; better nothing, than to be, and to 
be at Strife eternally with our Gop and his Goodneſs ! 
And this is the Ground of that ſtrong Expreſſion in 
our Liturgy ; but above all, more than for Creation 


oer Preſervation, we are here taught to bleſs Gon for 


his ineſtimable Love in the Redemption of the 
8 E 2 World. 
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World. And, ſor eue bleſſed be his holy Namie der 
the fame, we are hereby given. to expect better 
Things thanthisWorld « can give us, and we have now 
a good Hope becauſe of his Word. For tho! Merey 
be litle regarded; and Truth hath forſaken the Earth; 
tig Righteouſneſs be baniſhed from amongſt Men, 
and Peace paſſeth all human Underſtanding ; yet we 
are told, Oh joyous Expectation, that they all may 
be "recalled, and meet in perfect Harmony again! 
That there is a glorious Day decreed in the ſecret 
Councils of the unchangeable Gop, when Truth ſhall - 
flouriſh out of the Earth, and Righteouſneſs ſhall look 
down kindly from Heaven upon her; when Mercy 
and Truth ſhall meet in Friendſhip, and Righteouſ- 
neſs wow Fe _ kiſs each other. 


gd ty l — —— 
* 


1 


den that'y we : may nad N * diflinQly t. to. 
inveſtigate, as far as we ſhall be enabled, this great 
Myſtery of Godlineſs; for indeed the Matter now | 
before us is of great Depth, and of infinite Conſe- 
quence, I ſhall caſt the little I can 8 it 9 
r 8 
5 A ball peak arch n mar Sid gar; 
ao (oy pg: ye rng 1 . 
- ee 2 
bd 5 | 
l. Or ſe pag whats 0 ad 120 
6 jan e they are to have their Meeting _ 
their long Eftrappement from each other, the 
F great Reconeiler of all Things, the very Runde 
ee CHRIST 'thie SavjouT) i is ox ——_ 
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II. Which: will ſerve. by Way of Application, 
ſhall ſhew how they! muſt, in fome Sort, meet 
in us too, through him, beſore the Bleſſedneſs 
of their Junction be fully compleated and 

8 e 


| 3 it 1 .ou? wat - ol! 

Fi. 1 Ea . to reel of the:Parties;! here 
ſaid to be met together; ſhewing, at the ſame: Time; 
the Reaſon of their Meeting, rag hs pps. como 

Ow ehe apts Ne ater 
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Th F 22 et 
+ They are no ec the great Anita 
of Almighty:Gop ; and which are ſaid, (it is told as 
a Wonder) to meet on ſome great: Occaſion here 
below, in the fame Harmony and Friendſhip in which 
they exiſt in the Perſon of the Deity. But a8 the 
P/almifty in the Fext, treats them as living Perſons, 
- FE ſhall obſerve the _ RAY. "aa TE en 
CONN, 3 neee IO GEE A Fg «269 
has Xx r 
> Now Qui Moſby: and Pos e meet ey? * 
ang at any Time or Place; is no ftrange Thing. 
They are ſo united in Nature, Temper; and Diſpoſi- 
tion; that perhaps they cannot be disjained; Merey 
ever leading to Peace, auh Peace ever delighting in 
Mercy. The other two likewiſe, Truth and Right- 
eouſneſs, ſeem to bè of one and we e Complexion, 
„ "oa „ an@ 17 ar take TIL 
W 23 l 8 1199500 54 | 4 85 v1 | 
S400 old, 1 Hin. e 
Ale rop-inareoyer ſcents to 1 Mankind, as a 
Seteof poor deluded Wretches, and ſo the proper Ob- 
jects of Pity and Compaſſion. Peace too cannot be 
an Enemy to Pardon and Reconcilement in the moſt 
deſperate and bitter Quarrels. Both theſe are mild 
ft ; E 3 : and 
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i 70 1 
and gentle, eaſy to be: entreated, Strangers to Par- 
tiality, and, without any Reſpect of Perſons, in all 
Cauſes, and on every Occaſion, ready to unite and 
ſet * Thing that has been at Odds at one bn. 

But the other two, I _ will not he found ſo 
ready and complying, but that their Meeting will be 
brought about with much Difficulty ; ſuch as, when 
effected, will give juſt Occaſion for a Pſalm of Wonder, 
Praiſe, and Thankſgiving. Righteouſneſs or Juſtice 
is ever deſcribed as wearing of a Sword, and it will 
be found that ſhe beareth not the Sword in vain. 
Truth likewiſe and Severity are too nearly related 
to be brought to Terms, without good Reaſon 
given, and full Satisfaction made: And therefore it 
is here ſet forth as great and unexpected News, that 
Righteouſneſs ſnould condeſcend even to look dawn 
upon the Earth at all. Such Injuries had been done 

her here, that ſhe cannot enter amongſt us, or ſo 
much as caſt an Eye towards us: And for Truth, what 
Buſineſs, what Countenance can ſhe expect amongſt 


Men, Creatures remarkable for loving and. making 


of Lies? She is ſaid therefore to be fallen 
Streets, and periſhed from the Earth ; of the 
Inhabitants of which both David and Paul aſſert, 
and that without Fear. of being challenged for it, 
that they are Liars. So that Mercy will, I fear, 
be found little able to prevail upon Righteouſneſs to 
give her a friendly Meeting here below, howſoever 
ſhe may gain upon Truth, with whom indeed ſhe 
ſeems to be upon rather better Terms; there being 
ſuch a Relationſhip between them, as that they may 
ſometimes ſtand together; they meeting in a Promiſe 
of e es as in n the e of 9 uſtice. 


7 tt 3s 3 


And 


pos | 


And fo Righteouſneſs, though inexorable to the 


Pleading of meer Mercy, yet will liſten 


the ſame Lime PK. of. Klare. which is *. * 
Peace. 


And it is in a this Manner that the Plalmiſt, in gt 
Text, pairs and ſorts them firſt, and then brings 
them together, Mercy and Truth, Ri gheouſneſs ; and 


Peace; they had been long parted, and now are re- 


preſented as coming from divers Quarters, to give 


_ each other a propitious Meeting. The Occafion of 


their having been ever ſevered, is indeed Matter of 
Wonder, and well worth our Enquiry, ſince natu- 


rally they are no Strangers, but all four have lain to- 


gether in the Boſom of Gop from all Eternity, as, 


ml 


Attributes of his yy and undivided Eflence. | 285 7 


The N then of their parting 1 was ; 2 
When Truth periſhed from the Earth, at the F 1 


o our firſt Parents, then they fell at Odds, and part- 
ed aſunder: When tbe firſt My was told and be- 


lieved—Thou ſhalt not ſurtly di ie, though Gop had 


; pronounced he ſhould; then Gop's Truth was 
wronged, and Satan's falle Inſinuation truſted to. 


This was the Ground of the Quarrel that divided 


4 \ N b 1 
1 n + 4 + 3 +. 4 
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to, and con- 
ſort with Peace. They met in Melchiſedec Which 
is, by Interpretation, King of Righteouſneſs ; ; and at 


che Heavenly Properties, and fer * 9 ms 2 
= Diſtance from them... LE 


Mercy aud Peter 4 ada" ll 1223 a 8 


Caſe relieved, but Righteouſneſs and Truth could 


not endure it. Mercy is in itſelf an Inclination to 


| pity all ſuch as are in Miſen and Diſtreſs, and, if 
| Ty can, F relieve them ; ; yea, tho they deſerve it 
| not: 


102 0 i 


$94 


L721 
not: For ſhe looks hot at the Perſe 


what he has done; but ſimpfy at the Sufferer, whit 
he endures, ou how n he i is become, © 
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And her Plea, on our Be hat. runs eber in this N 
: Style—Hath Gop made all Men for nought ? What 

Profit is there in their Blood? It will make Gop's 
Enemies rejoice, if he ſhould caſt them off for ever, 
and will be no mote intreated ! Hath God forgotten 
to be gratious, and will he ſhut up his Loving-kind- | 
neſs in Diſpleaſure! ? With ſuch Intreaties e 

the Bowels of Bleſſedneſs, and melts them into Com- 
paſſion; and, if there were no Opponent, would ſurely ä 
prevail on our Behalf. But Truth muft be heard 
tog, who puts in Matter of juſt Exception to all this: 
What, faith ſhe, is the unchang able Gop but the 
| Stability of his Word ? And that Word was to Adam, 
Thou ſhalt ſurely die, and to all the Children born in 

his Image and Likeneſs—The Soul that finneth it ſhall 


die. 5 Gene Word is Ta "we i en mos | 


5 . 2 * * * 
Ph; DAR 2D; ETHEL. 


He, d 8 all Hae" I, 
only. true in all his Words, but righteous 11 5 his 1 | 
Works. He muſt render to every one according to his 
1 and pay the Sinner his Wages due; and the 

ages of Sin, are, by his own Appointment, Death: | 
And ſhall not the . of all the Earth do Right: If tho £ 
| Sinner come off unpuniſhed, and finds out a Way to 
contradict his Creator, with ep becomes 
of Ri e what becomes of d 1 


| 4 this AF PRI ba they, part: > Peace i 9 5 28855 : 
* End; Truth becomes an Exile i in the Earth; and 


| Riſhteouſnels forſakes i it, and flies u up to Heaven; but 


Mer cy 


* , 
| : : , © * 
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Merey ll e Merey aclights tobe Where- 
ever Miſery is found. She oft looks up to Heaven, but 
| Righteouſneſs will not look down upon her; ſhe will 

have Satisfaction, or no Meeting in Peace is" ever to 
be RODE for: Aut WREE: is that to de nd? 


Out Salyation lies bleeding al this {oa our 
| ca hangs in Suſpence; and we fland as Prion 
at the Bar, not knowing what ſhall become of | 

Truth and Juſtice mult firſt be ſatisfied, before ; any 
Place, can be found for Mercy and Peace to enter: 

And from whence is this RES to wand, oped - 
for ? ety 5 


* 17 


8 
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"Aſk. 155 Turk, Sn at Mankind 1 s Soul. of 
this Want, and he will tell you, Mdabomet's e 
ſhall be upon you. · But what are they ? Suppoſe he 
was a juſt Man and a true Prophet, which he was not, 
yet they can move nothing but Mercy ; Juſtice is 
. dee nog is * een Intreaties. 
7 291 1111 18 33 | 4 E. 2 71 N „. 2 i "F- 
wy” the ae eh het} ive: Aa becher Anſwer, 
| but not ſatisfactory: He ſees/that, without ſheddirig of 
Blood, there can be:no:Remiffion, and ſo he ſacrifices 
his Beaſt; But; as the Apoſtle well obſervss, it is im- 
: poſſible chat che Blood of Bulls and Goats dan take 
away Sins. Juſtice finds 0 Satisfaction in ſuch 
Kind of Commutations, as that of a Man offending, + 
and a Beaſt's: ſuffering for it. Nay; if he go farther, 
and ſubſtitute, as ſome of them actually did their 
Firſt- born; giye the Fruit of their Body fer the Sn 
of their Sbul, yet Juſtice remains diffativied;! Nei- 
ther Senſe; nor Shew of it, is there wont Sinner's 


— for another and rn: wt cams eah 
0E 1 
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| _— lands . in its — = an „ eee or Fi- 
gure, of the true Lamb of Gop, that takes away the 
Sin of the World, and makes all righteous by Repent- 
ance, which is the tre. Death unto Sin. In him i is 
full Satisfaction ſound: In him Righteouſneſs unin- 
Jjured, and Truth unfalfified, may meet Mercy in 
- Kindn#fs, _— reſt quietly together in W 
Peace, | W £14843: 5 1-345 FRO 205 r . 
This leads me into my ſecond general Bk un- 
der which I am to ew, That theſe ng E ged . 
Perſons can meet in none but our Loꝶn and Saviour, 
the great Reconciler of all Things, the very Prince of 
Peace. He ſpeaks thus to unchangeable Juſtice— | 
Sacrifice and Offering for Sin thou wouldeſt not; but, 


" lo, I come! I, the Word of Truth, come; give me 


1 Body prepared; III take on me the Sinner's Na- 
ture; and do in it all thou can'ſt requite; I'll make 
both Body and Soul an Offering for his Sin; and 
hat can Juſtice demand faither? What would the 
more? The utmoſt of her Wants are now Ry 
_ ratisfied; Truth, too, has her proper Re pai 
and they together readily van land with Mercy and 
Peabde. When Truth thus ſprings out of the Earth, 
which it never did from the Fall of the firſt {dam 
till che Bitth of the ſecond, then Righteouſneſs 
looks down kindly from Heaven, and prepares to give 


her a friendly Meeting: And herein ſtands the Sum 
and Subſtance of the Whole Chriſtian Scheme: This 
. Henan bach he Ch n Neligion to itſelf: This 


C753 


Glory doth dwell in our Land, and in none other but 
ſuch hallowed FOR»? out tof which Truth d 45 
ou Dy _ 


"edi 7 * ſuch e Wee 455 we meet 


with in this our Day, who can gravely inquire, 


What Occaſion is there for any Satisfaction at all!? 
Cannot Go forgive any Offences againſt him of his 


own free Mercy and Goodneſs? Why, yes, if oy 
would give up his Juſtice and Truth he might : 
theſe are as eſſential as his Mercy, of equal Ee 
and every way as dear to him. Juſtice muſt be ſatiſ- 
fied, or Gop's Truth muſt fail; and we are told it 


is impoſſible that Gon ſhould lye; and neither ſub- 


Rituted Sacrifices, or Meat Offerings, or Forms of 
Prayer, can ſatisfy Juſtice. Nothing can do it ſhort 
of a Sactifice of infinite Merit; nothing ſhort of the 


Death of one whoſe Righteouſneſs is infinite, can po- 


ſibly make Way for Mercy to enter. If Juſtice, 
therefore, be not met and appeaſed, it will in Anger 
meet the Sinner: And let him know, that he might 
better meet a Bear robb'd of her Whelps, not- 
withſtanding all his good Words and dis good 
Works, as meet Juſtice, out of the Preſence” of 
CRI! For when ChRTST, the Truth, ſprings out 
of the Earth ʒ when this Branch begins to grow out 
of the Stem of Jeſſe, then, and not till then, Righte- 
ouſneſs looks down from Heaven. Before, indeed, 
there were none below worth her looking after, or 
that would have valued her Reſpects: But now, with 
the Hoh Angels of Heaven, ſhe has a Deſire not 


only to look down, but to look into the Wonder of 


an Heavenly Birth, riſing out of the once rejected 


Earth. Behold ! a Man, holy of Life, innocent in 
Death; of Mouth and Spirit, without Guile; of Soul 
2 | and 
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and Righteouſneſs to the Balance, O Heaven 
and Earth ! nothing, with regard to either, that is 
. wrong, will be found in him! All is ſtreight for the 
Rule; all is in full Weight for the Balance. At this 
Sight, Righteouſneſs not only looks down with Com- 
placency, but comes down, with Joy to meet the 
Truth and the Life in gur Fleſh; and there, finding 
Mercy and Peace, they all jour knit Sr e * * 
come one. on la ai] pid 614. 901% 
Tbus v we . we in 8 —. in | 5 Sas 
theſe: great Attributes of Gop, which, by Man's Diſ- 
_ obedience, were divided and ſet at Odds, are happily 
brought together again, and connected in that fweet 
Harmony, wherein they give Life and Bleſſing to all 
the Creatures of Gon. Hleſama then to the Son of 
David, who has made Peace in Heaven, and thereby 
reſtored Peace on Earth; and, in this bleſſed Tem- 
per, tejoined them for ever to each other! The Par- 
tition-Wall is by him droken down ; Few and Gen- 
tile may meet with Mercy. and Peace, through: bis 
| Righteouſneſs; Law and Goſpel are, by this our 
Peace - maker, made both as one; an and New 
Teſtament bind up together, and minke. but one con- 
ſiſtent Volume, the Hiſtory of Gop's wonderful and 
gracious Dealings with the Souls and Bodies of Men, 
from their firſt Formatic "wp down an the dleſſed 
Conſu | 9500 129025562, 
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Bot- . pe hg and 45 3 me e a 
theſe, Divine Attributes muſt, in ſome Sort, meet in 
us too, through him, before the End of their Junction 
be completely anſwered. Remember then that Chri- 
an are the Body of CHRIST : He is our Head, and 
oO | we 


„„ 
we his Members; and there muſt be no Schiſm 
in the Body, if it hope to derive Health and Life from 
its Head. CRRIST's Birth brought Righteouſneſs | 
and Peace, Mercy and Fruth, together; and the 
New Birth in him ſignifies he meeting of the lame 
Virtues in us; he goes before, his Diſciples follow; 
where he is, there mult his Servants be alſo; for as 
he is, ſo are we to be in this World. Let chen Truth 
be in us, in confeſſing and forſaking our Sins; which 
- if we endeavour to cloke and cover, there is then no 

Truth in us; and Truth there muſt be in us, or no 
Hope of ever meeting with Mercy. 8ee only hom it 
works: I have ſinned; ſaith David's Te «LORD 
hath taken away thy Sin; is Nætban 's immediate Eg- 
cho.” In Davids Confeſſon ſtood Truth; and, in 
Nathan's Anſwer, Merey gives her a ready Meeting. 
When this Truth of Confeffion ſprings foely from 

the Heart, which is the Deep of che Earth, to Self- 
; condemnation, Righteouſneſs ſhews herſeff immedi- 
ately from Heaven to our Juſtification : And; Gop 
be \merciful to me a Sinner, if ſincerely pronounced, 


ever ſends the May, bungee ; 5 WO: 


Before 
tween Earth "andgie | 
through Penitence, to-walkip Bo i in Spirit and in 
Truth, the whole World was overgrown with Idola- 
try, quite covered with a Miſt of Error and Igno- 
rance. The very Righteouſneſs of the Law, to what 
Purpoſe did it ſerve but to condemn; for who can 
abide it? Nor did it ever get farther than the Top of 
Sinai, where it terrified to Death the Beholders. 
But now a new Sort of Righteouſneſs, of quite ano- 
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down from Heaven, and which never ſaw the Earth, 
till the Truth of Cars; as revealed in the Goſpel, 


invited it down amongſt us. Let then all Mankind 


embrace it joyfully; it is calculated for Sinners, and- 
fits us all. Confeſs and be puniſhed, is a Maxim with 
Men; but confeſs and be ſaved, is the Sentence of 
Gon; whoſe Goſpel is called the Goſpel of Repent- 
ance, and requires nothing but Confeſſion unto Salva- 
tion. There is ſuch Force in the Sighing of a bro- 
ken and contrite Spirit, as Gop in CyRIsT can nei- 


ther deſpiſe nor reſiſt; ſuch Truth in penitential 


Tears as will make Righteouſneſs, through Mercy, 


ſpring up, and cover the Soul with everlaſting Peace. 


Open in us, O gracious God, ſuch a Senſe of theſe 
Divine Truths, that we, thus knowing thee now by 
Faith, may, aſter this Life, have the Fruition of thy 
glorious Godhead, through CnRIS our Loxp. To 
whom, with me: bs the * Spirit, be * 
St. e. 
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And as Bethlehem in the Land ef Jada art not 
tbe leaft among the Princes of Juda; for aut ef 


R ao EF oF 


| ; _ thee ball come @ G overnor that . rule ret oc | 


Irael. 


T's 


N HESE Words: of th . 2 ' 
Quotation from the Prophet Micah, - 


and the Application of an antient Pro- 


"The concurrent Teſtimony and Judg- 


ment of both Prophet and, Evangeliſt, will give us Wes | 


ſured Ground to raiſe our Doctrine upon. e 


But Wars is e ſomething's, Adikiog i in the Manner 
of Expreſſion as will be taken Notice of before we are 
allowed to proceed. The Prophet had been ſpeaking 
of raiſing Armies and laying Siege to Feruſalem; and, 


all of a ſudden, ſtarts from his Subject, and, as from 
ſomething of a higher Nature darting into his Mind, | 


he breaks out with an Aud that has no Kind of Cot 
nection with his Matter in Hand; and, as to 2 living 
Tires, ee himſelf | to al Walls 9E another 
n 


p + 
* 5 "4 * * 
F 


pheſy of his to the Birth of Curtsr. 
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7 | 755 we read j in the Book of Foſhug, "the other in the 
4 ribe of. Juda, the Pro phet, by way of Diſtinction, | 


7 
: © Text, | 


at little among the Thouſands of Juda, yet out of thee 
Mall come forth unto me, one that is to he Ruler of Uraels 


whoſe Goings forth have been from of old, from ever- 


lafting. This the Apoſtle, in the Text, applies to 
the Birth of Cnnler ; and indeed there is no ap- 


plying of it with Propriety to any other; for, from 
David to this Son of David, we read of none born · 


there conſiderable enough to juſtify ſo aſtoniſhing an 


Exclamation; none, however, who had his Outgo- * 
ings from everlaſting; none of whom theſe Words 


can be verified, en heit che n 


The ; Ee met in 12 on 1 N all 
unanimouſly agree in this Point, ſo far as relates to 


the Birth-place. And the very common People, fo 


notorious was this univerſally receiv'd, but miſtaken, 
Opinion, could thus argue from it, That JIxsus was 
not the CHRIST, becauſe he was a Galilean, and ſo 
not born at Bethlehem, the Place the Prophets. had af 


enen. EIS 


"This fame Fact has Bill greater Witycs ; ; Wit- 
"ab from Heaven : For whither the Scriptures ſend 


us to look for the Saviour, thither did the Star di- 


rect, leading, without Stop or Stay, till it came and 
food oyer Bethlehem, the Place where the young 
Child lay; : ſaying, as it were, as well as pointing. — 
Lo, there was he born I And fo ſerupulouſſy careful 
are "the bo Penmen i in this Point, that becauſe there 
* Batblobem:, one in the Tribe of Zabulon, 


ö It Bethlebem-E r ; but 1 . Maltheto, in the 


1 me thee be it — pre tho 
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Tens, cites it in the * of Jude: So that there can 
be no Error here. Beſides, Rache/'s Sepulchre was 
there hard by: And we are told by Maſes, more than 
à thouſand Years before, that ſhe was buried 1 
eme god that the fame is Pie.” SY 


| This Matter, t HB ney ps, now ſo wall 0 
I ſhall proceed to raiſe ſome e Sen Dee 
upon: And. 5 


3 F Thar of Humilicy For tho! his coke a, 
with reſpect to Heaven, be from everlaſting, 
yet, with reſpect to Earth, he comes forth from 
2 Place of the pooreſt Account n, * 

01 © Thouſands of Juda. And, 1 


u. Thar of 1 For, notwithſianding' 1 


Meanneſs of his Birth, he is to be the Gover- 


nor that muſt rule my People 1/rael ; and 92 
wrhoſe 2 there hall * no End. 3 


Hol, th, for the Doskrine of Hamility, to — 
raiſed from, the eee # =_ Meanneſs of the” 
Rint legs of CRT: | 1 


1 har, 4 e be. oh 1 lad 3 ; 


| 15 collect all the Materials we can concerning this 
Circumftance. - The Prophet ſpeaks of it in Terms 


Ve | diminutive, ſo little, that it was not to be reck= 1 


one of a thouſand; and the Evangeliſt makes 
it rather worſe; he intimates that, before it was thus 
honoured, it was the leaſt of all. However, little it 


i was for the Compaſs of its Territory; little for the 5 


ſmall Number of Inhabitants; little for the Thinneſs 
and Meanneſs of its ä as was ſeen at the 
l 5 8 i * 


* 


— 
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| ride of this Birth- Day, it not being able to afford 


Lodging for its adjacent Neighbourhood. It was in- 
deed, by all Accounts, a poor, little, ſorry Village, and, 
according to our Manner of eſtimating T hings, not 
worth the Prophet's Notice; efpecially unworthy 
to be greeted with a Salutation, diſtinguiſhed with 
ſuch Marks of Honour and Aſtoniſhment; ; and that 
too in the Preſence of its Betters ; when Jeruſalem 
was before him, that famous City that had obtain'd 


the grand Addition of being the City of the Great 


King ; ; Who in his Senſes, for ſuch is our Manner of 


reaſoning, would have dream'd that the Guide and 
Governor of the whole World, the univerſal Mo- 


narch, ſhould have come creeping out of ſuch an ob- 


ſcure Corner? The Birth of ſuch an illuſtrious Per- 


ſonage is ſurely too big an Event for this contemptible 
Place] This is the Language and Judgment of Men; 


and in this ſelf-fame Spirit and Underſtanding the 


Jeu were continually arguing, and making their 
Exceptions from the Unfitneſs of Places and Perſons. 


Thus they were quite clear that no good Thing could 
come out of Nazareth; that out of Galilee could 
arife no Prophet; and that JesUs was not the 


_ CanisT, becauſe they knew the Names of his Bro- 
thers and Siſters ; that his Father was called Jeſeph, 


and of no better a Buſineſs than that of a Carpenter. 


Such are the Thoughts of Man; ſuch are the Dic- 
tates of worldly Wiſdom: But the Apoſtle and Ero 
phet faw theſe Things in quite another Light. 
tttle as Bethlebem may be, out of it ſhall iſſue 


that ſhall not only rule the Thouſands of Juda, and 


OW the ten Thouſands of Jſrael, but who ſhall lead and 
7 govern the whole Iſrael of Gon; the whole Congre- 


gation of the Faithful; all that are redeem'd from 


the Earth. The Meſſiah of the World was to be 


born 


£3) 


born there; wid bis coming (forth of it; bent 


from the leaſt to be the greateſt and moſt famons of 
ull the Dwellings of Jacob. © Thou art now: no longer 
the leaſt among the Princes of Juda, for out of thee 


ſhall ſpring Light to the Gentiles, and T 85 


| the Ends of the Barth. 


6 7} Phe to ſee now — EO: without 7 Wn: 


ing, be gathered from theſe Facts, In general, it 
is this— That Gop's Works are Wonders to Men; 
that he ſees not as we ſee; that his Thoughts are 


not like our Thoughts; and that his Manner of 
dealing with the Children of Men is wholly above, 


and contrary to, our natural Conception of Things. 


Or, as Mary herſelf better expreſſes it on the Occa- 


| fion, He hath regarded the Lowlineſs of his Hand- 
maiden; he hath put down the Mighty from their 
Heat, ak exalted them of low Degree. He- fills the 


Hungry with his good Things, the Rich be ſends empty 


away. And this is no new or ſtrange Thing with 
Gop, though Men, taken up with themſelves, re- 


gard it not; he forms, from the minuteſt Pri inciples, | 


the moſt ſtupendous of his Works, and that both in 
Nature and in Grace, ſeeing it is the ſame God that 
works all in both. The wide-ſpreading and ſtrongly- 
compacted Oak, wet with the Dew of Heaven, be- 
gins to ſpring from the Point of a little Kernel; the 
_ greateſt among Herbs, from the ſmalleſt of all Seeds, 
the Grain of Muſtard ; and the moſt gigantick Pro- 
ductions of Nature, have their N 25 e 


In ſcarce diſcernable. 


„ 


S0 likewiſe'i in Gra 2 TY the b © 580 | 


| Law-giver and National Guide towards Heaven, 
. whence came he? Even from a Baſket of Bulruſhes, 


F2 | for- 


| oY 84 ] | 
forlorn 1 floating. among the Flags 3 ; a Child caſt; 
out of its Parents, and pick'd up, as it were, by. 
Chance, a Foundling. David too, the Man after. 
Gop's own Heart, and from whom, as concerning 
the Fleſh, Cunisr came, was taken from the Sheep- 
| Cot, as he followed the Ewes great with Young, ac- 
cording to his own Boaſt after he wore a Crown; 
 ahd muſt be accouter'd in a Shepherd's Coat, Bag, 
and Serip, before he be fit for Gon to work by him 
a ſtrange Salvation. Four of the greateſt Apoſtles, 
15 Klrewlſc: the chief Pillars in the Houſe of Gop, were 
called to this Miniſtry from a little BOS Boat that | 
ay held in Partnerſhip. | 


At all = El ſhall = Ks wk. to enter 8 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, muſt, in like Manner, 
take their Riſe from Principles of the deepeſt Humi- 
lity, and become as ſimple as little Children, before 
they can enter that ſtrait Gate that leadeth to eternal 

- Life ; and our Bleſſed Saviour thanks Gop for ha- 

' ving ſo appointed it. I thank thee Father, Jord of 
Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe Things 
from. the Wiſe and Prudent, and revegle them unto 

Babes; even 905 Rall gi 55 it A ns in wy 0 
1 


"Take 3 no of Es ; to. "he Ade of 

| Bethlehem, leſt for ſo doing, you come to want the Sa- 
viour that was born, there; little Zoar once ſaved the 

Body, and the Iſſue of little Bethlebem is that which 

ſaves both Soul and Body. Contemn not the Day 

of Jmall Things, faith the Prophet, for all theſe are, 

2s it were, Gop's Little-ones, and great Heed is to 

be taken that we e * — . 


et A e EOF W165 25 B. 
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But farther Mill, and. to the ſame Purpoſe; 
CarisT's Entrance into Life, and his Whole Btate, | 
tay his 3 in "ty; was all mean and lber Py 


| N 5 ke faith Amos, who px 22 ty 
cob for he 1s 's ſmall ? Never ſo low brought as at the 
: Coming of CHRIST, being then under the Bondage 7 
of a Stranger, Herod, one of the Children | f Edom, 
whoſe Cry was, Down with it, down with it, 4 Fr P 
the Ground; one that made Rachel mdufs 
Grave for ho Slaughter of her innocent TN. 
Tf Bethlehem be little, what ſhall we ſay of the Inn, 
and the Stable, and the Manger ? For ARA hee 
Scenes of Lowlineſs paſſed the Son of Gov, when 
- he left the, Boſom of the Father t to enter into the hü⸗ 
man Life; and even all this w Was as nothing to the 
baſe Manper in which he went out of it. Sue was 
his meek and lowly Deportment, as makes the Diy 
of | his Nativity. A meer F ealt-Day of „ * 
Aud How Wen this 1634 Berblebem, ard this poor 
B confound the Haughtineſs of thofe-who 
yet would be called Chiiftians; Tay, Repreſentatives | 
of CHRIST. upon Earth! There is enough here be- 
fore us to. prick the very Heart, and let but that 
Paw: 6 that gives the hi igh Look and che proud 
stomach; the lofty Gate and ſwelling Wos of 
Vanity to all Mankind; 3 whoſe Geſture and Carriage 
beſpeak a Saviour born in State, agd' MNuing in Pomp 
from Tomte grand Mettopolis, - rather than fromthe 


: Fade Flailet of Bethlebem / But alt theſe Ihltintes bf 
F 7 _. Mean» 


OO 
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Meannels were choſen * him to give Glory to Hu- 
mility. He would hereby teach us to underſtand 
What Manner of Spirit we muſt be of to invite him 
down amongſt us. This is the Pattern of the Birth 
from above, and all that hope to have him born again 
in them, muſt conform their Souls to this Original. 
Such is the Place of his Reſt; For thus ſaith the 
High and Lofty One that inhabiteth Eternity, 1 dwelt 
with him that is of a contrite and humble Spirit, 10 
revive the $, pirit of the Humble, to revive the Heart 
| of the contrite ones. To the Humble he gives Grace; 3 
to the Humble he reveals Secrets; and when, at the 
laſt Day, h he ſhall appear in all his Glory, ſhall ſay, 
Whatever ye have done kindly to one of the leaft of 
theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto me. For 
Zion's Sake then, for ſhe is low ; for little Hermon's 
Sake ; for little Betblebem s Sake, love and follow that 
Virtue ſhe repreſents ; there is a Star over. it, there 
is a Saviour in it: There is more Good comes to 
us out of that poor Town, than from the Opulence 
of all the great and glorious Cities of the World: It 
is the very Gate of Paradiſe; it gives us a. Guide, : 
who, if we will in all patient Humility, follow, will 
bring us to our original Happineſs, and fix us in it to 
all Eternity. And him we muſt follow in this Vir- 
. if we ever 15 to come there. 3 


This leads me to treat of Obedience; the 7 
"Dorive J propoſed to draw from the Circumſtance 
of our e 8 Birth, as ſet forth i in the Text. 


2 


© 
2 
* 

* ls 
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a here we are to Ge by Perſon 124 Cha- : 
3 His. Goings forth, faith the Prophet, have 
: ee e ** "and be is 7a be the Governer 
ng uf RM | that 
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2 ball rule my 2 einn the Apoſtle: 80 that g 
the Birth we now celebrate, is by no Means to be 
looked upon as his Entrance into Being. Therefore 
there comes forth with the Root, as well as Off- 
ſpring of David, a Star to ſhew that he had a more 
exalted and Heavenly Extraction. His Birth Was 
indeed before the Morning Star; from the Begin- 
ning, ſaith John; from Everlaſting, faith the Pro- 
phet; when as yet there was no Time at all. This 
Perſon, ſo brought forth in Time and Eternity, is 
appointed, by the Dectee of the Almighty, to be our 
Governor and Guide thro' both. He is to lead and 
| Ba us thro' Death into Life: And this implies A 
Duty in us to be led and governed by him. He is 
become the Author of Howl Salvation, faith St. Paul, 
fo all them that obey him : Each Part of his Character, 
as Gop and Man, gives him a wonderful Fitneſs for 
this Office. He takes our Nature to aſſure us chat 

- he has a Feeling of our Infirmities, our Nature ins 
deed is made up of little elſe. And this, according 
to Promiſe, 4 Prophet ſhall the LORD G0 raiſe 
up unto you of your Brethren, . faith Moſes. —Their 
Governor Hall proceed from the Widft of them, faith 
Jeremiab. He is to be taken from amongſt Men, I 
that he may be ordained ' for Men, in N Je 1 


B unto Gov, faith the 2 S102 SVVE 2 
5 re 1 75 2471 2 , 2218 


8 And he sse from Eternity; Mar be might be 

an unexceptionable Guide to that from whenee' he | 

came; and to which, by the well-known Way, he 2 

was ſoon to return: It is under this Notion that the | 
whole Life of Man is conſidered, in Seripture; 4802 

Journey, and he a Traveller, a meer Pilgrim ; and 

1 HEE" 1 5 he wander berg» Guide? He knows 
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not 0 8 as ; whither 1 8 is going, and how then 
| ſhould he know his Way? We ſtand therefore in; | 
great Need of a Guide, and an able one foo. — 
The Way from Earth to Heaven is both dark and 
difficult ; and were Mankind left to walk after their 
own on, few indeed would find it 3 there are 
ſo many Bye- ways, ſo many Croſs-ways and, which 
is worſt of all, ſueh a broad Way that leads to De- 
ſtruction, that were we not, as the Prophet expreſſes 
it, to hear a Word behind us—This is the Way, 
wall ye in it, we ſhould, by miſtaking Right Hand 
or Left, be always wrong. And indeed to think we 
want no ſuch Aſſiſtance, is the moſt dangerous Caſe 
of all; and yet ſuch Confidence does this ſpiritual 

Blindneſs bring forth, that none are found more 
ready to offer themſelves ſor Leaders of the Blind, 
than ſuch blind Guides; and if 5 fall h the | 
98 together; where 1 18 the Marvel! 1 ö 8 


7 un * 


"Buy the Guide G0 hs ee for 1 us Is inal; | 
lle; he is the very Way itſelf; a new and living 
Way, that ſpeaks every Step we take; and by Spirit, 
Pre ecept, and Example, ever going before us, guides 
our Feet i in the Way of Peace. Let us then, with 
the Wiſe Men of the Eaſt, inquire firſt the Way to 
CHRIST; and, having learned it, immediately begin 
our Journey, never reſting till we come to worſhip 
in his Preſence; and let who will ſtay behind witn 
the Seribes to hear their learned Deſcant and endleſs 5 
Lectures cee a vis Wave. ever e 

Font RO: i i T0 2. 
His Es ever | 
Md as C abbr, 0s our Guide, IE, us EAR 5 

"from Error, ſo, as our Captain, he defends . ſafe 

| rom 


Ln. 
fb from og of the Enemy ; Nr 
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our 1 Peak. Us will lewis hed! As 90 48 Im 
and defend us in the Way; ; and without which all 
would be hort: If we faint by the Way, for 
Hunger or Thirſt, Guidance and Defence will 
Profit nothing, He is therefore ſet forth to us as a 

good Shepherd, that feeds as well as leads and pro- 
tects his Sheep : He feeds them in a green Paſture, 
and leads them forth beſide the Waters of Comfort. 
Be but obedient, and ye ſhall eat the Fat of the 
Land, 7 ollow but the Laa whereſoever he goetli, 
and ye ſhall find, both in your Journey, and at Yo 
Lat 8 End, aſſured an to your Souls. 2 
To chalk; i 83 d be Chritians Weak 
let us firſt go and ſalute room in his Infant State 
of Humility in Bethlebem. Labour to be like him 
here, this is your Foundation; the lower you lay it, 

the better it will bear what is to be built upon it. 
Here the poor Shepherds found him; here the Wiſe 
Men ſound him; here the Kings of aloubin found 
him; and here every Creature muſt find him, whe- 
ther High or Low, Rich or Poor, Learned or Igno- 
rant, Few or Gentile; here they muſt all meet in 
CHRIsT's Houſe of Humility, and there learn this 
LAS of Oe and 1 of 5 ee 


Strive to Weins little: * your own Sight: has 
the Reproach of the World patiently, and never let 
the Senſe of your Want of a Redeemer depart from 


you, To the Heart prepared 8 to follow _ 
his 2 


[99] Rn” 


his Guidance, e he is pleaſed to manifeſt 
himſelf, he is verily and indeed preſent ; he is truly 
born there. His Humility then becomes your Hu- 
mility ; ; his Obedience your Obedience ; in theſe. 
Tempers is the Life of the Soul: And he to whom 
the F ather hath given to have Life i in himſelf, ſhall, 
thro' this Conformity of 1 0 open in Jou che Well 


fring of Life ron, 5 
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And now, 0 Wee Iso, Shia) cameſt from 
Heaven to. viſit us in great Humility, and, as at this 
Time, to be born into our Nature, regenerate us, 
we moſt humbly beſeech thee, into thine own; 
make us thy Brethren by Adoptiori and Grace ; rev 
new us daily with thy Holy Spirit, that ſo becoming 
the Children of Gop, we may be Heirs of Everlaſt- 
+ Ls thro” the fame Irsus CHRIST our Lozp. : 
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Jena x xxxii. 40. 


1 wil put my Jam: in + tte Hearts, that 
5155 nar not e JIE me. 10 oo Ht 


I Think it is not too bold an 7 
to ſay, That the Fear of Gop is, at 


ed amongſt us; and that a Diſcourſe, 
calculated to awaken and ſtir it up in 


us, will be no improper, Thing. I ſhall therefore, 


without any farther Preface or Introduction, from 


theſe Words of the Prophet now under Conſidera- 


tion, fall immediately upon the Subject; and ne 
der theſe three ma. Rs. | Semin 2; 


" «7 
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bs That 5 bach 8 bp 38 Wa Dowd: of 


Himſelf, and that for very good Fw * 


dhe Minds of all ee or e ah 
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u. That theſe eee are wack Wh be 
inet mw 1 is both the CES and a Hard- 
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wp this preſent Time, very much want - 
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5 i. That . is . 8 ot | 
> Go will vindicate his Honour, that. * 


Again open his Fear in our Souls, e t ie! 
us wholly to depart from him. . 


Firſt, then, I am to ſhew that Gop hath put the 
Fear and Dread of himſelf upon the Minds of all 
Mankind. It is written there, as a Part or Principle 
in Nature, and belongs to that feeling Senſibility that 
is the very Life of the Creature: And accordingly 
there is ſomething very dreadful in the Thou ght of 
the the ang = Power of the Great Fehovah ! Who 

reatures into Being with a Word, and, 

with om PL. Eaſe, make them happy or miſerable in 

every poſſible Degree: And were it not that, in the 
ſweet Name of Ixsus the Saviour, he becomes a moſt 
merciful Father, rather than an Almighty Creator, 1 
ſee not how fuch a Creature as Man is could endure, 
when he appeareth in Power and Majeſty only before 
the Eye of his Mind alone. Shall not his Excellency 
mul thee afraid, ſaith Job, and bis Dread fall upon 
ber? His Power conſidered alone, and: ſeparated from 
his Love which is in CHRIS, and in whom alone he 
is well pleaſed with his Creation, was ever dreadful, 

in former Days, to Manleind. Fear ye not me, ſaith 
the LoxpD; will pe- not tremble at my Preſence ? At 
his Wrath the Earth hall quake, and the Pillars of 
Heaven tremble, and be uſtoniſhed at his Reproof. 
Nay, his very Holineſs, his Truth, his Righteouſneſs, 
are all dreadful Conſiderations to Man in his Sins, 
"who knows he ſhares in none of theſe Excellencies, 
and therefore has Reaſon to dread the Conſequence 
of his Deficiency. He knows too, and is inwardly 
5 | con- 


19] 


convinced, that a Value for theſe Things is impreſſed 
upon his Mind, that he might fear this 8 and Bo 
rious Name abe un his Goo. 


* this ; SY is by ee confined” to "is 
Righteous, but opens itſelf, at Times, in the Hearts | 
of the worſt of the Sons of Men who think at all. 
J am a great King; ſaith the Lokp, and my Name is 
dreadful among the Heathen, This Dread of Gop 
breaks out from the very Deep and Centre of Nature, 
where the Creator's Power continually reſides, and i is 
itſelf the I hidden Life of the Soul. „ 


As the Rigbteouſpels of "IH Law is impreſſed i up- 
on the Natures of all Men, (for indeed otherwiſe they 5 
could not become Sinners, nor can there be ſuch a 
Thing as Tranſgreſſion without ſuch a Suppoſition) 
ſo the Being of a Gon is written upon their Hearts, 
and he hath a Witneſs! in themſelves, teſtified 7 their 
; Conſciences. be 


If the ede debe Atheiſts ei the; Bach: 

were able to anſwer, ever ſo convineingly, all the 

Arguments from without brought to prove the Being 

of a Gor, which they are not, yet they can never 

ſatisfactorily confute the Witneſs of their own Con- 

ſcience from within. If the Works of Gop do not, 

"yet their Reins will both inſtruct and chaſten them. 

5 If they will not ſee, whether they will or will not they 4 

— mall feel, that there is a Gop. Even when their _ 

Mouth ſpeaketh proud Things, their Hearts at the | | 

' ſame Time ſhall meditate Terror; and, when no- 
thing elſe 3 is, they mall be a Terror to themſelves.” 
e * 9117 

And this invwaed Feeling and Fear is mightily in- 

ereaſed by Gov 's Wyres of Wonder that he bern 
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in 3 ſtrange Diſcord and . Concuffions that 
are wrought by him in outward Nature. His Thun- 
der and his Hail, his Wind and his Waves, his 
Earthquakes, and fiery Eruptions from the Bowels of 
the Earth: All theſe Threatenings of Deſtruction 
cannot but make the Heart ſhrink, were there no 
other Principle alive in it but that of Self- preſerva- . 
tion, and out of which no 2 8 was ever able 7 - 


argue wy Man. _ 


*" hls Dread 3 is ſtill farther heighteried by G Gov” 0 
- Judgments which he ſometimes executes upon the 
Earth. Theſe never fail to ſtrike with Terror the 
Hearts of the moſt obdurate. Sudden Strokes ſhake 


the ſecureſt and moſt undaunted Underſtandings, by 


taking them unprovided, as it were, in the Abſence 
of their Multitude and long String of Arguments that, 
at Times of no Danger, may ſupport Infidelity. That 
ſuch Things have happened, and conſequently may 
happen again, I ſcarce believe any one is hardy 
enough to deny. Not only Sacred but Profane Hiſ- 
tory is full of Relations of this Kind; and that in 
all Ages of the World, and every | 42 r 

5 nw. whoſe Acts are upon Record. — 


: But fill — 805 Though a Man may argue "mY 
ſelf into ever ſo great Security, at Times, againſt the 
- Belief of a Gop, and the dreadful Conſequences of 
_ offending him, yet there will till remain upon the 


Mind a fix'd Senſibility of Guilt, that will infer a 


Fear of Judgment, and which will ſpring up and do 
its Office of Terror, in ſpite of all our Reaſoning, to 
the NY. e | 


5 The Sin of Judah is written with an Iron Pen, and 
- with the Point of a Diamond it is graven upon the 


"Ladle - 


. 6 


Table of their Heart: And ſo is the Sin of the Gen- 
files too, their Conſcience alſo bearing Witneſs, and 
their Thoughts the mean while accuſing: And where 8 
Sin is ſo written, there Judgment is written in le 
Manner. And this ſame Inſcription hangs, as a 
bel of Diſtinction, upon the very Nature of Man; . 
and who can have Power wholly to eraze or blot 
it out? The very Mention of Judgment to come, 
makes a Felix tremble at the Face of a poor Priſonef: 4 
This is the Terror of the Lokp, mentioned by the 
Apoſtle. Death is ſaid to be the King of Terrors, F 
and this is the very Terror of Death. that after it 
ſurely comes the Judgment. All theſe together; the” 
Impreſſion of Gop upon the Heart; his Works of 
Wonder in the outward World; his Judgments up- 
on Sinners; and an inward Seals. and Feeling of 
Guilt, preach this Doctrine to the Heart in ſo for- 
cible a Manner as not to be reſiſted, that there is a 
Soy that judgeth the Earth, and that it! is a fearful | 
Thing to fall into his Hands. een ON 
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For the Benefit of thoſe who 189 the © Ry 
of the Bible, I ſhall here add ſome Scripture Repre- 
ſentations of this Matter, and with them conclude 
this Head. The LORD thy GOD is a conſuming. 
Fire, even a Jealous GOD, faith Moſes —Confider this 
ye that forget GOD, 1 he tear you in Pieces, and 
there be none to deliver jou, faith the Plalmiſt.—/, 
even J, will tear and F7 away, faith the Prophet Ho- 

4. I will tread them in mine Anger as the Mire in 

: The Street, faith the Prophet Iſaiah. And the Con- 
ſequence, of theſe Threatnings has ſhewn that they 
were.in earneſt, and in no wiſe aggravated in the Ex- 
preſſion. Go to Jeruſalem, ' go up to Mount Sion, go 
zo Shilo, in Go, and * what ] did to it Mark 

only 
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only i in theſe VAI the 3 of Gazi s Diſ- 
. Pleaſure. Go down to Sodom, or look till deeper 
into Tepbet, and behold the Terrors of the Lonp 
there likewiſe. | "Theſe Scenes of mighty Deſtruction,” 


there none other extant, one would think might # 
ient to make us cry. out, bo would not fear 


5 * thou King of Nations ? Who'can tand before” 
.» thee when thou art angry My. Fleſb tremblet h for . | 
Fear of. thee, and I am afraid of thy 4 
But notwithſtanding all this, and much more that 2 
. might be produced to the ſame Purpoſe, there is a 
certain Darkneſs and ſtubborn Stupidity in the hu- 
man Mixture, that will help a Man, for a Seaſon, to 
evade the Fe orce of all theſe 933 "Which / n 
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To the baun Thing] OY to cute; where 
I am to ſhew how Sin, and nothing elſe, has Power 
to deface the Impreſſions of Dread, and harden our 
| Hearts againſt the Fear of Gon: And in which TT = 
Point the 3 Sin chiefly * WW 


Now, though Mah be, by Nature, * hall * | 
rous Animal, and that in an exact Propp rel 
Love and Value be ſets upon himſelf; E e 
Solomon tells him tis well for him that it is ſo: Happy 
is the Man, faith he, that feareth alway, yet there is 
nothing he hates worſe than to be told ſo; and the 
Imputation of Cowardice is the higheſt Offence 
that can be offered to his Reputation. He there- 
fore does his utmoſt to conquer it; and what of 
this Kind he cannot get the better of, he labours, : 
with all his Powers, to hide and diſlemble. He 
ſttruggles to ſhut the troubleſome Feeling out of his 
. and that 8 without wy Lk 5 


4 


ty) 


tb ihe Stieg, whether Gov or M. For "which © 
Purpoſe he ſtrives to harden his Heart againft both, 
notwithſtanding it proves the moſt frequent Occaſion 
bf his falling into Miſchief. Thus Hardneſs of Heart 
is Sin, and Sin is again the great Hardener of the 
Heart: They work one in another, one upon ano- 


ther; they mutually beget and bring forth 'each 
bother, and, by this Means, grow up in Time to an 


aſtoniſhing Degree of Hardneſs and Impenitence, ſo 


as ſometimes to make him weakly defy even _ e Gon | 
in whoſe Harid His May Life . 1 Fr: _ 


VER 


Thus Sin blinds the Eyes of 'the Viltectaadingy 
| Harderis the Heart againſt Conviction; brings the 
Soul into Danger, and at the ſame "Fae puts out the 


Fear of it. Who is in ſuch Danger, and yet who ſo 


bold, as the blinded Sinner? When'the Underſtand- 
ing is darkened, the next Thing we read is paſt feel: ; 


ing. There is included in the very Name of Sin, a 


Nighting of Gon; and, by frequent Repetitions' of 7 
Acts of Contempt, an utter Diſregatd will grow. 


Slight the Commandment heartily, and you will ſoon 


deſpiſe the Curſe thereunto annex d: Laugh at the 
Duty, and you will ſoon come to mock at the Fear. 


And when Sin has hardened the Soul to this Degree, 
then Gop withdraws his Preſence; leaves the Sinner 


to himſelf, to go on his own Way; ſmites him with 


udicial Blindiels, and gives him up to a reprobate 
1 Then ſee What follows; he is filled with all 


Unrighteouſneſs, Fornication, Wickedneſs, Covetouſ- 


neſs, Maliciouſneſs, Deceit, and Malignity of 82 


Sort and Degree: And all this, becauſe he as'n 
F ear of Gop before his 22 N 
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When Grabens entertained ſuch a Thought, fatel 
the Fear of GQD is not in this Place, he preſently ex- 
pects nothing but Murder and Adultery, and all Man- 
ner of inhoſpitable Violence. What ſaweſt thou 
a mongſt us, ſay they, that thou harboureſt ſuch deadly 

Suſpicion ! I thought the Fear of Gop was. not here, 
and there needs no more to make me afraid. Say of 

any one, the Fear of Gov is not in this Man, and 

it is immediately inferr d that every Evil dwells i in 
him. Say of any Place, the Fear of God is not here, 
and if it prove an Egypt, or a Sodom, for Abomina- 
tions, there will be no Wonder. The Fear of the 
To is dean, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, or is a cleanfing 

5 Power; and where it is wanting, en en 

| OP may! enter and Oy: 


: The 7 7 why: this World; is 7 PER a8 it ing. 

ſuch a wicked, . treacherous, deceitful, and vain 

Word; why there is ſo little Faith or Truth, Mer- 
y, Charity, or Sobriety to be found in it, tis becauſe 


> there is ſo little Fear of Gop in it. Sin hath caſt out 


Fear, and the Want. of Fear bas again brought forth 


1 Sin 1 in Abundance. | Laws $00 Precepts ſignify 1 no- 


regarded ; Threatenings are pile at; Gop himſelf 
is as nothing, becauſe his Fear is departed, the awa- 
kening Principle i is gone out. Wickedneſs is as Right- 
eouſneſs; Knavery, as Honeſty; Prodigality and De- 
bauchery, as Temperance and Sobtiety : The Light 
that ſhould diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil is ex- 
tinguiſhed. Nay, under this Circumſtance of mental 
Hlindneſs, Evil has actually got the Start in Man's 
real Eſteem of Good: It dares face the open Day; 5 
lifts up the Head, and wears the Garland; it paints 
irſelf ay , Beauty, and Ho- 


nour; 
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nour ; is become theft of the World tb 


Baſis. of Buſineſs ; the ready Road to Se cv7 the | 
ups: of 7 mow mate 7 2 
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fend his Serves, or his Song it t matters not: * 
may cry in his Name Hearken to my Voice; turn at 
my Reproofs ;;caft away your Tranſgreſſions; awake 
from your Wine; be chaſte; beſober; be humble; let 
your Merriment be turned into Mourning, your Jol- 
lity into Heavineſs; remember your Creator; remem+ 
ber your Souls; Why will ye die! Turn and live. 
Gon may ſpeak thus, once or twice, and they may 
_ alſo hear the ſame, but it is nothing regarded. His 
Words have no Weight; his Counſels have no Cre- 
dit; his Warnings are of no Value, where the Heart 
is hardene from his Fear by the Deceitfulneſs df Sin. 
Let the empter ſpeak but once, he is heard; if 


Luſt but whiſper, there is ſilent Attention immedi- 


ately given; If Avarice cry, U p, Up, the Summons 
is inſtantly obeyed; if a proud Mortal in Power do 
but nod, his Will is watch'd, his Motions are tre- 
ſpected, whilſt the redeeming Word of the Gob of 
Glory is made a Reproach, and his Servants a Scorn. 
Behold but the. \Cions of the World, and ſee, by their 
| Deeds, which is the only Way of getting at the 
Truth of their Hearts, what uttet Contempt they pour 
forth both upon Gop and Godlineſs! Do they, not 
Night his. Promiſes, and bid him, as it were, give | his 
ſeven-fold Gifts, i in all their Diverlizies of Power or 
Adminiſtration, to. whom he will? His Grace and : 
Glory, let him heſtow it where he pleaſes: Let Ly 
World be but mige; let its Pleaſures and its s, 
its Liberty and Security, be but in my Poſſeſßon, 5 | 
mY for his Heavenly e his Fower, * Glor 
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lt him even ſhare them, as he pleaſes, amongſt thoſe 
. Whoſe chimerical Fancies have led them to ſeek after 


inviſible Matters, to be open'd in an unknown World 


to come j It was the Language of their Brethren in 

former Times, and therefore carinot be ſaid to be a 
new Thing in the Earth, though it be an horrible 
Thing, Let the Day of the Loxp come; let it 
haſten, that we may ſee it. Which is little other- 


wiſe, being interpreted, than let the Almighty do his 
worſt; we will not hearken, nor turn from our 
determined Courſe. What a frightful Figure do a 


Man's Deeds make, when thus tranſlated into Words: 


And yet ſuch is the Blaſphemy of every fearleſs and 


hardened Heart of Man: Thus the wicked Man blaſ- 


- phemeth Gop ſe But 2 as FL Eran tÞ 8 


Ow 


In the third and hf Place, Gov will not let Te : 


reſt here. He will vindicate and recover his Honour; 


he will open his Fear again in our Souls, ſo as that we 
ſhall not wholly depart from him, if we reſiſt not his 


Spirit.. To think otherwiſe would make our Caſe 


| even too deſperate to 2 endur'd. 


But the Prophet, in the Text, 9817 Ne Hope; 
and ſo does the Prophet Iſaiab, when he expoſtulates 
with the Almighty in theſe ſtrong Terms, y haſt 
thou hardened. aur Hearts from thy Fear? I cannot 
give a ſatisfactory Anſwer ; but I can ſee a Door of 

Hope opened in the Queſtion, that he will ſome Day 
- ariſe; lift up. himſelf with Strength; ſoften our 
Hearts; and ſubdue us to himſelf, if we will but 


ſuffer his Grace to operate. This ſeems to be 


the Plalmiſt's Expectation, when he calls out B. 
thou exalted, LORD, in thy own Strength, and ſo will 


Go 


we Jie, ant praiſe thy Power, Indeed this Fear of 


Cxor) 


Gop includes more in it than we are aware of; Man 


is, by Tranſgreſſion, become ſuch a baſe Creature, as: 


that nothing like Goodneſs. can come into him, or 
qut of him, by any other Paſſage ; and till it pleaſe. 
Gon, through the Mercy that is in his dear Son, to 
open this Way to the Soul, it cannot be helpd; 
all is cloſe ſhut; all is faſt ſealed. And for this Rea- 
ſon we are bold to expect and hope for it, that he yu 
not utterly forſake his People, nor five my his _—_ 
Tn. NT" qo erm 0 We 19 anal 
058 whoſe Naw is gracious as . as > wot 
ſurely will not let his poor Creatures periſh finally for 
the lack of the. Knowledge of himſelf, if they reſiſt 
not his Call: Though he hide his Face for a Seaſon, 
yet he will certainly return, and leave a Bleſſing upon 
the Soul, by lifting up the Light of his Countenance 
upon it. And we have a farther. good Hope that it 
will be ſo, becauſe of his Word; for yet a little. while, 
and he that ſhall come wall n and air not N 7 
If the gente of Gov' S Wrath v was for ever 1 
main upon our Minds, our Puniſhment would be 
greater than we could bear, as ſaid the firſt Murderer, 
Cain, when this Puniſhment was ſuggeſted to him, 
'That he ſhould be driven. out, and hid for ever from 
the Fage of Gop; and, upon this Remonſtrance, 
ſome Remiſſion i is immediately declared, And ſurely, 
if there can be a Caſe, wherein it may be ſaid to, be 
better for any Man if he had never been born, it is 
this, when the Fear of Gop's Wrath is for ever pre- 
ſent, and no Senſe of his Love is ever vouchſafed to 
him. Better are the Fowls of the Air, or the Fiſhes 
of the Sea, than a Man from whoſe Heart the Senſe 


G 3 of 
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of iis Makers Love is for ever banlſh / l. * better 
vould it have been for him to have been made one of 
the vileſt of Animals, and to have erabyled over the 
Suͤrfüce of the Ground in the deteſtable Shape of a 
Toad; or a Serpent, than be à Man without a Gop.' | 
For in this Circumſtance his Peace is loſt; his Hope 
is gone; his Comforts are at an End; 1 all the di- 
Ringuiſhing and noble Faculties of the rational Mind., 
that are ever looking forward, and dipping into the 
Depths of Eternity, are deprived at once of every 
rational rags they” od it eee 2 
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Almighty, ſeeing I 20 childleſs? Biit what c can 'be'done 
f6rthe'poor Soul that muſt go fatherleſs; who has loft = 
his Heivenly Father, indeed the only. Pater © Som 
knows How to acknowledge? This is the true Dem 
_ of the Soul; this is the real Death of à Sinner: But 
ſinee Gop is (6 graeious as to declare that he wills it 
not, there is Hope that ſo mighty a Deſtruction, ſo 
great à Death, half not prevail far eher, if it be 
not our own Faults. CRxis r, in the! utmoſt Ex- 
| tremity the Sins of the Whole World could bring 
upon him, finds no fitter Expreflion, for it than 
% GOD, my. GOD, why haſt thou forſa ken. me 7 
Nor can Nature fall into a more deſperate State 
than When it is conſtrained to fay—IPhere i is now 
thy 60 / except it be in an utter Inſenſibility 
of any Loſs at all; which preſents us with ſuch a 
"Scene of Horror, as the infinite erey of Gop 
ptbids us to Tuppoſe, . ſome N of Re- | 
7 2 255 From f it. 
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2 E . 
Ik, O gracious Gon, I have gone beyond my Com- 
miſſion, in thus magnifying thy Mercy; if my Hope 


in this Repreſentation has exceeded the Meaſure of 


thy Promiſes, in this Thing the Loxp pardon his 
Servant. As thou haſt promiſed to juſtify my Soul 
freely, ſo my Soul labours to juſtify thee ; that thou 
mighteſt overcome when thou art judged ; and that 
- thou mighteſt appear righteous in all thy Ways, and 
holy in all thy Works, even as thou has ſhewn thy- 
ſelf in the ſweet Mercy of thy dear Son Jesus 
nns r our Loxp: And to whom with thee, and 
the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, &c, Amen. 
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Fs is a 3 which ſaltheth righss unto 4 | Men; 5 1 
ins, E ad thereof | are the as of Death. 


URELY. 2 more e Miſtake 
I] was never laid to the Charge of a 
Creature called Rational: and Intelli- 
1a gent! To think it right to run into the 

S ITS Jaws of its moſt deſperate Foe, the 
bittereſt and laſt Enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed ! 
This is the Effect of ſuch deadly Blindneſs, as is 
equally piteous and aftoniſhing. Yet this miſtaken 
Road went the great St. Paul, while he was 2 zea- 
lous Phariſee « I verily thought, ſaith he, that I ought 
to do many Things contrary to the Name of FESUS; 

and, in Truth, what could he have done more? He 
breathed out Threatnings and Slaughter, faith the 
Text; he was exceedingly mad againſt the Church; 
puniſhed them oft in every Synagogue 3 compelled 
them to blaſ pheme ; 5 even to ſtrange 

| x CER | 


** 
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ties, not letting hem reſt ſo much as in their Ba- 
nr: And yet we hear Wil very Paul profeſſing 
long after, That he had lived in all good Conſcience 
re GOD unto that Day. Whence we may ob- 
ene That a Man may have a good Conſcience, in 
öme Senſe; i. e. Sincerely. think he is. in the l * 
and yet be, as St. Paul confeſſes he was, 4 Blaſ- 
phemer, a Perſecutor, and Injurious. And, ftritly 
ſpeaking, every Man that goes wrong, goes the 

ſame Way, thinking, with himſelf that it is right. 
We can do nothing, till the Judgment be fome-how | 
drawn in to approve it; no Wickedneſs, however 
deadly or deſperate, is indeed the Act of a moral 
Agent, till it have obtained the Conſent of the Will; 

which is the ſame, whilſt the falſe Tags: = ggieae laſts 


| wende nne 1 
The Sw in mich the 3 5 thus 


Klrangely fwayed and drawn. aſide, ſo as to miſtake 
Wrong fot Right, ' Darkneſs for Light, Bitter for 
| Sweet, and the Way of Death ri OTE fe, 

ſhall be the SubjeRt of the'enſuing Enquiry ; whe 
33 in the Ground of theſe aſtonifhing Bl e 
man Kind will, in n ron be 2 and "Y 


e 


Ur bg Sap Gut 6 ggf taken u the 
Paths of Death, under the Semblance of the 
N Way, is by pretending the E xt we 
„ eee JJC. 


1 * N 
VJJV%JVV%%%%%V%%V%000 in Arg -$4 PIES E4254S 25; 5+ 


5 The Savas is, ey] pallining's a little in 
c - e f La of ſome of a e ee en 
A a And le 62 fre 


m. 


; [ 


1 , 
ur an bunte Plc; ds raw! 1 fre 
* * 10 Nt 147 
2 "the Singer, e 9220 Ws ; 


M443 ©3564 2 LIBS „ 3 77 BE | 12315 2 TR? yp * 


| All, or indeed any of theſe, will do the Buſineſs 
ca in "making that Way. ſeem | right to. A 
Mad, biete End, ee "the Wiy of 
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Firf, then, 15 Sar think himfert in thi Kia 
when he is wrong, if he can but lay the Blame 
either on the Inſtigation or Example of others. * As 
Adam | put off his Trau greffion to the Woman, and 

| ſhe again to the Serben; ho, indeed, Keine to 

have more Wit than either of them, and ſo ſays 

nothing g It v we have not this to. offer for Jaltifica- 
tion, then v we plead Example. As if becauſe David 
and Peter, and many other of Gop's Seryants, haye 
had their Failings, we alſo may do the tile > and" be 

Saints as well as they : Whereas we never conſider 

with how great 3 Sum of SanRtity, both | before anc 

after 58 fl, "theſe lapſed Saints obtained ! Mercy 
of God to Te eh and liye. Let us firſt be as ho 
as David, and as zealous Chriſtians as Peter, and 


then we. ſhall not dare deſign thoſe Sins e 


An 


| into which they fell by . 1 * e Ny 


£45 % BY 


id 


"Yue: again: Sometimes. we l 8 ry Pre. 
tence of ſome Exigence that lies upon us; We create 
Neceſſities, and then think we have eat fon, "to. ſerve 
their Importunity. How. ag nl we are 
ourſelves Aprons to hide our e 
be Figel-pakes m theſe, , ESR. 

"Thus - &: bios Lian 8 Wa wt right 
| {nl his own Eyes, _ he deſires only not to be 
neglected 
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neglected; he z willing indeed. do tows. Good i in 
his Time; and therefore only wiſhes to be ſome 
what conſidera in de Place where he lives. 3 


Thus the 8 1 great 1 arges 8 
hin too, and Friends that muſt * provided for. P 


Thus the Fraudylent ; he mat. live. by his Buſi⸗ 
and make the beſt OS 2s FORTY 


"No or does che Weir want the ed of 
the Age, and the Neceſſity of doing like his New: 
excuſe his Fpotujenels, ods e cod 


"Thus, if Mia are proud. —_ 8 * is the 7 
nity and Heat of Vouth that makes them ſo; if fret- 


ful and . it i is old As no N is 


i — all theſe Palliatians and Shifts 1 to 1 — 
little more than Reſolutions never to . better, ſo 
hoes as We can but cheat Patios, and ar A r 


R 
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1 Tdh a Man muſt be very 3 put to it if 
ne cannot make a Shift to palliate the moſt ugly Sin 
under ſome Diſgyiſe or other. If it appear indeed 
in its true Colours, and with an open Face, it rude- 
ly affronts the Conſcience, and we may haply bid it 
B but if it come in a civil Way, or with 
ſome artful Diſtinction, and ſo gain Time to diſpute 
the Caſe, upon theſe Terms the Temptation is ge- 
nerally welcome, and it is ten to one but we fall 
before it; then it is all * the the Sar thereof 


be the RP of Death. ; zi 


x 
i 


But, — another Sebtios Blind, by which 


we can make a Shift to e Wrong upon our- 
ſelves, in the Shape of Right, 1 making light of the 
Sin we are inclined to, by comparing it with others 
of a deeper wn and to Y WR Ky: we Ie 
wo COPIES” 3 ths 


Sia oftin embed clk to Maid under 2850 
fame pretence as Lot entered into Zoar : Ts ii not a 


| little one, and my Soul ſhall live? Whereas we are not 


competent Judges whether any Sin be great or little; 


tho? they are not all equal in themſelves, yet they are 


all alike forbidden by Gon, and therefore all ſhould 
be eſteemed great by us. The leaſt ſhould, with all 
poſlible Cate, be avoided, aiil the greateſt can be 
no more. He that ſaid, Thou ſhalt not kill, ſaid alſo, 
Thou Halt not bear falſe Witneſs, or take his: Name 
- In vain: There is no Difference as to our Choice, 
_ - where we are bound to refuſe all. And therefore 

to compare them together before-hand, is to lay 4 


Snare for ourſelves, thit ſo our Ruin may become out ; 


Choice, and ſeem in e our N 


Indeed if the Caſe were 0 8 a Malt [pk 9 5 


needs either ſlander his Brother, or murder him, 


Reaſon would that, of two Evils, of Sin as well as 


of Puniſhment, he ſhould chooſe the leſs; but no 
Man is ever brouglit to that Neceſhty, for he may 
take the Conſequence of doing neither; be it as it 


may, it is at worſt but a ſmall e, WH weighed . 


'in the Balance 8 Life ern 


Beſides; our © logiting' upon Sins as fan; is the 
teady Way to make us familiar with them 3 and 


fliis, „ bf Degrees, vill make them enero, and 


come 


F 


i _ oe 1 

rom e thick upon us, till the Number at length mote 
than ,counteryail the Weight: Nay, a ſingle Sin, 
tho? it may ſeem ml i in. itfelf, yet as it is involved 
in Circumſtances, which we are not- always aware 
of, may become exceeding finful :. The Time and 
Place of its Commiſlion ; the Calling and Condition 
of the Offender, perhaps after former Pardon ob- 
tained and Grace received; theſe Aggravations will 
= ſuch a Load to i * * wa dale us down to the 
Pit Pit] Deſtruction. Yd 


We know likewiſe, that tho' long is 4%, Train of 
1 yet ſome have longer Trains than others; 
and what ill and fatal Conſequences ſome Sins draw 
after them, tho they may ſeem at firſt but flight and 
inconſiderable. Hence we ſee vain Thoughts, idle 
Words, and paſſionate Expreſſions, as, thou Fool, and 
the like, ſeverely condemned in Scripture 3 which one 
would have thought might have paſſed for Triſles, 
ſcarce worth ſuch ſolemn Notice. Our Saviour has 
gone yet lower, and obſerved ſo minutely as upon the 
very Manner of our Salutations : If ye ſalute your - 

| 3 0 faith he, what do you more _ 


others 8 . Fs 23 Ss a. 1 T7 , | 


2 „N Heart Tote kim for an irreverent 
Touch of Saul, as well as for the Murder of Uriah ; 
and Paul preſently recanted, after be had let fall a 

mutinous Word againſt the High Prieſt, who had 
ſhamefully treated him, as knowing how great a 
Matter a little Fire, a very Spark, might kindle. 


An; 2 Word; Cue and Prejudice, Ignorance Z 
1 Self. intereſt, and a thouſand other Impoſtures, 


my ry vs. to. the wrong End of the 0 
N 


tan! 


and make our Sins appear much leſs, to us than-they 
really are. The Wages. of Sin is Death : Therefore 
nothing of the Kind ought, of Right, to ſeem little, 
ſince hereby ſo great a Gon is diſhonoured 3 ſo holy 
a Commandment violated ; and ſo precious a Thiog 
e ee BE $47 e 


"Bus there. is . til more ſubtle, and Couſe- 
quently more dangerous Shift, by the Help of which 
moſt People find Relief, tho walking in the Path: 
of Sin and Death; and that is the humble lea ] 

e to treat, 10 „ 


Third Head, viz. The Frailty of "T7 Ms] 
| And as this is the moſt univerſal Quieter of 4 guilty 
Conſcience, and the Shield that almoſt every one 
holds up to defend them from the Power of Convic- 
tion — Converſion, I ſhall therefore employ the 
more Time and Diligence in detecting and expoſing 
it. Now there is nothing more frequent than to call 
thoſe-Sins to which Nature inclines us, though, by 
Careleſsneſs and evil Cuſtom, we have made them 
habitual, by the Name of Sins of Infirmity: And to 
this Men think they have Reaſon to pretend, if, when 
they have committed a F ault, their Conſcience checks 
them, and they are troubled, and for a while reſolve | 
againſt it; but yet readily repeat the fame again, 
when 1 ug and 8 make 4 freſh De- 
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the 7 it l needs be thus; and chit this 20 
dition may conſiſt with grun and men | 
W hat charitable and, 1 1 are 97 when our 
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There are, it muſt be confeſſed, many Condi 
of this wretched human Life, that more eſpecially 


require our Godly Fear arid Circumſpeftion. The 


natural Inclination of out Temper ; the evil Cuſtom 
of the Place we live in; the Propenſity of Youth to 
Wantonneſs and Shew; of Age to Coveting and Fro: 
Wardneſs; the Tendency that Poverty has to Envy 
aud Diſccnteat ; of Riches, to Pride and Extrava- 
| gw: Theſe, no doubt, are States of Danger and 
\ Temptation ; What State of Trial is not ſo? But 
the Sins that follow from them, are not imputable 
to Infirmity: They call upon us to ſhut up bur 
Gates, and ſet our Guards the ſtronger; but if we 
. refuſe to do ſo, and the Enemy enter, Deſtruction is 
- from burſelves, and our Fault is without Excuſe; 
the prevailing Strength of the Temptation ſtood 
wholly in our Love of tlie Tempter. It cannot be 
denied, but that every Sin is in ſome Sort a Sin of 
Infirmity: When a Man is ſpiritually ſick, or per- 
haps dead in Sin, he is then without Strength; + - Res 
weak in his Reaſonings 3 impotent in his Paffions; . 
no Courage or Conduct in his Reſolutions : But this 
is ſo far from excuſing, that it aggravates his Sinfulneſs. 
His inward Parts, as David ſpeaks, ure become very 
Wickedneſs_; he has fold himſelf as a Bond- Slave td 
Iniquity, and is become a Vaſſal to Sin and Death, 
and that for ever too; for the very Principle of Health 
is departed, unleſs the Spirit and All- ſufficient Grace 
of Gop ſhal! pleaſe to ſet him free, and reſtore him 


do the Service of Righteouſneſs; | 


There are indeed Sins of Infirmi ge broperly : 
fo called ; but theſe are not habitual, they are only 
ſingle Actions, not the ſame ee e over and 


over again, irregular _ accidental, ſurprizing 
| us, 


MEE [ 5 f 
1 de i e, Inadvertency, or or 4 
blameleſs Ignorance. Such are always the ; hail 
the moſt upright Converſation, and may juſtly hope 
to be forgiven for his Name's Sake, who is our 1285 
vocate wich the Father; and becauſe, wilſt we 
here in the Body, there is no fencitig againſt Wa: ' 
They come Jike Motes into our Eyes, not to be dit ; 
cemed- till. felt; whilſt the others, like Beams, are 
<aly to be ſeen, and it i x own Fade f whe Gal 
eee oi n eee "GEN 789 

5 hs Minfornitie is is, | Kr is Fe A070 a 
of the moſt profligate Sinners; but is ready to rectify 
the Ways of Death, with this:Plea of human Fra- 
Ys and make them ſeem right unto himſelfs Yet; 

if we look but ever ſo little into outſelves, we ſhall 
find our; own Practice every Day confute ſuch Pre- 
tences. We can diſc early, and watch late, only to 
procure what we muſt one! Day loſe. We can 
wait, and fawn, and ſtoop, to advance ourſelves: 
Nay, che tendereſ Perſons among us can deny them 
ſelves, and fuffer many diſagrecable Things—Fafſt- 
ing, and Exerciſe, and Pliyſick: for their Health's 
Sake, or perhaps on a-ſlighter Occaſion.” But when 
Gon cames/to look for his own, and commands us 
for our on Good, to lay any Reſtraints upon our- 
ſelves, then W or eee a rind muſt 
| om dur Exciiſe. GAY 

271. 3 37 Ee 

These is no one e Sin I 1555 more WY to daupelie 
Us than Anger, nor any that more uſually pleads for © 
Iademnity upon the Account of human Erailty: Let 
what Man is there that has fo little Compidnd of 
kimſe!f, but he can bridle this Paſfon towards" his 
„ T0 TO Ruler, 
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Rui and not be peeviſh/i in the Pr 


een dim In ten” | 
; 1 Ne Man n e Sikh WA „ 
Sey, when à ſolemn or ſerious Buſineſs takes up 
his Time and Thoughts: Why then may not a wiſe 
Man and a true Chriſtian lay theſe Reftraints upon 
Himſelf, and turn the caſual Exigences of a few Days 
into the voluntary and conſtant Practice of his Life? 
Every Man can forbear a Meal when he pleaſes; 
why. then can he not more eaſily forbear Exceſs ? 
Yet Appetite and the Neceflity of Life prompt him 
© _ to the one} nothing but Nauſeouſneſs and a __ 
| Mo Violence We i -3he N e _ Sas 
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Much leſs T FIR any Mani has a Right to POR | 
| Kew that it was not in his Power to with-hold 
his Hand from a Robbery or Murder; or that he 
could not refrain his Tongue from Perjury, Slander, 
.. of Profaneneſs. Were we ſtrictly to conſult our ] 
Conſcience, I am perſuaded we ſhould find no 
Temptation that did ſo irreſiſtibly aſſault us, as to 
leaye no Way to eſcape. The Help of that Grace 
which Gop has already given, or would have given, 
had we aſked for it in the Hour of Danger, would 
be ſufficient to dull or divert the ſharpeſt Weapon 
of the Adverfary, were we not guilty of - wilfut 
Cowardiſe, in betraying the Strength Which Gop, of 
his free and undeſerved 0 offers to our 
- Hands. we Re TT N ot: 04 + 4 1 Ti 
42 2321 ert 1 ef 2 EI 
e 11 1 mete ani; Bios: n the Per. 
= of Philoſophy, have ſometimes advanced 
human Abilities, o e to W _ à brave 
OG i: Heather! 
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| within the Bounds of Sobriety and Vines: 
why ſhould, any of us deſpond ? Grace and Power 


hath much more path through Carsr.. We 


have the Promiſe of inward Succours from a Divine 
Spicit z. 'Y and the outward Aſſiſtance of thoſe Angel 85 
that are purpoſely ſent forth, Gaith, St. Paul, to mi- 
niſter to thoſe that are Heirs of Salvation: '3 More 
Auxiliaries, and mightier Helpers, than all the 
e of Darkneſs that can make Head a againſt us. 

125 F SV} £3 = 

1 Paul. ery Fe of 2. « 01.0 unregenera 

wholly alienated from the State of Grace; Which, by 


way of Fi igure, be transfers, to. his own Perſon: 


The Evil that 1 would not, that I; and when. i 
would do Good, Evil i is preſent with, me. ut what 
is all this to a real Chriſtian, to one: who has put on 
the Mind of him, over whom Sin hath no Dominion? 


Tho' the Fleſh be weak, the Spirit is Power, and 


with it gur inward Man i is renepyed with Strength, 
5 Day by Day nor will Gop ſuffer us to be. tempted 


FAST SS S2 


above what he will enable us. to bear, Such a one 


can. plead no Want of Power, or. charge the Blame ; 


of his Miſcarziages any where but upon himſelf fot 


not acting upto jt. Let him that is weak gird up 
tighter the Loins of his Mind, and he will ſoon 


find that a Senſe of Weakneſs, ſo treated, wil add 


Strength to his Faith, and Seriouſneſs to his Repen- 


tance : But. all theſe Pretenſions of Weakneſs and 


Infirmity, are an errant aii and ſcarce ach rye. 


f ferious Anſwer. 
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5 it not t evidently Rog arty to 3 no better from 
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this ſingle View ? For tell a Man that his Conſtitution 


* "OS 1 that his Parts zeiger. active, and vigo- 
H 2 rousy | 
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tous, and be will give you the Hearing gladly : Teil 
him farther, that he is wife and dexterous in Buſi- 


ness, and may ſoon become as Rich and Great as he 


pleaſeg: 80 far all is Well, and your Opinion finds 
ati hearty Welcome from within: But ſay that he 
may fubdue His Appetites, decome Juſt, Honeft, and 
Picus, if he would but exett hiinſelf; and chat Gov 
will enable him to work out his own Salvation, if 
he will only employ his Talents, and bend his Fa- 
eulties this way-ward; herein it is the cheaper Way 
not to believe you, and he chooſeth rather modeſtly 
K Ige his own Weakneſs ind Inabilities. 
Nor i is that other ſpecious Plea, drawn from the 

ugth of Temptation, one bit better grounded 
than this from Inffrmity; It is little more than fay- 
ing; We love” the Sin tod well to which we are 
tempted, to offer it an hearty Neſiſtance. And "if 
this be the Cafe; we have no Room'to complain ut 
of ourſelves ; for he that would not betray Ennis 
for ten Pieces of Silver, and yet ei him for thirty, 
_—_ deen OT * In both, if he acted from 


5 


Life: 251 det, as K Wb his r pn Heaven; 985 


and does as good as tell you, at what Rate he än 
His Soul worth Un wy 


te Any 5 1 


# ach, and ſuch like; are e the nog Reaſons 0 that 
Right unto > him that ends in Death. 
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But to > conclude.: The n of f outfeives 


| Kid need be uſeful, for it is both difficult to get, and 


irkſome when obtdined; the more we lovuk, the worſe | 


we like. And were It not neceflary to open in us 
es a Senſe 


| a Senſe af the Want of. 2 a a \ total Igno- : 
Fance would be the more eligible Condition. The 
Law of every Creature is its Nature, and had Man 
no latent Principle of Goodneſs in him, condemning 
him for the Want of exerting it, it would be as abſurd 
as impeaching a Beaſt of Prey for lack of Pity, or a 

| Swine for Want of Taſte in Delicacy. But Man's 
Nature is become a Mixture of Good and Evil ; and 
what ſubjects him to Condemnation, is his en 
ring the Evil before the Good; and what leads him 
to this falſe Judgment i is no more Wenge chan 
It in Fravgth, | | 


There are, however, no Chriſtians but have, 
at Times, had holy Thoughts and pious Reſolu- 
tions; Interyals of Sobriety or Danger caft a Value 
upon the Soul, and Abhorrence upon Sin. Now 


_  fheſe Things are ſtill the ſame, only the Caſe is 


altered with. ourſelves : Yeſterday we gathered up 
our Thoughts, and liſtened to the Dictates of 
Goodneſs : To-day we let all looſe again, and give 
up ourſelves a Prey to gur vileſt Aﬀections. And 
if any Thing can add to the Folly and Danger of 
ſuch Behaviour, it is an Endeavour to Cover. it up 
with the Mantle of Infirmity, But, O gracious. 
| Gov, deliver us, we beſeech thee, from the bad 
Part of ourſelves; and fo cleanſe our Hearts by the 
Inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may per- 
fectly love thee, thro®Jesvs CarisT our Lord; 
to whom, with thee and "9 Holy Spirit, VIE, 
BY a _— 
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Wherefore G OD. alſo hath bighly exalted bow ond 
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Fay 115 8 bo p fo B. 
. 9225 T will 1 be a 1 in —.— 
; get at a full and clear Comprehenſion of 
the entire Meaning of theſe Words, to 
ks look OY and forwards into the 
| Roth what goes before and 
what . after. quart ſerve to throw much Light 
hem. Indeed, from the 5th to the End of the 
11th Verſe of this Chapter, all treats in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner of the Reſurrection of CHRIST. Herein we 
meet with a moſt exact Delineation of his Sufferings, 
together with the Glory that ſhould follow, and what 
ought to be to us the Conſequence of both. The 
Paſſage, taken together, forms ſo complete a Piece, | 
that our Church has judiciouſly placed it, as it were, 
at the Head of this Holy Seaſon, by making it the 


Portion of * appointed for the e rie on Paſ⸗ 
ben 


together, we ſhall find it briefly comprehending all | 
| the Dodtines that reſpect this great Soleninity.” It 


whole, and that in the firſt and proper Place, b. 
being in the Form of GOD, thought it not Robbery to. 


- — — — = n 
. ——————. 7 §—˖Ü—·Ü as 
* 9 * * * Nee 1 
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1 * 


like amazing Contra 
= 60 alſo has highly exalted him, and given; him a 


| And if we with give ourfelves Leiste 
juſt to take an orderly View of the whole as it hes 


ſets out thus Let this Mind be in you tubich was * 
ſo-in CHRIST FESUS—Here'sthe Uſe of the 


be equal with GOD—Here's the Point of Dignity, 
from whence his infinite Condeſcenſion is wonder- 
fully ſet forth; But made himſelf of no Reputation, 
and took upon him the Form of a Servant, and was 
made in the Likeneſs of Men. Whoever has obtain'd | 
the Knowledge of our corrupted Nature, would be 
aftoniſhed at this Point of 8 to . & no 


In Faſtin a9 0 Man, be buinbled im 7 


obedient unto Death, even to the Death of the Crofe. 
Aſtoniſhing n of Humility, to be, brought 
down from an Equality with the Gop of — 5 
to de hang d up upon a Poſt as a Malefac 


to live upon the Earth! Here ends Ni feeds 


xt comes 2 


Indeed Humility can 1 no further. 
Wherefore 


of Felten 


we" 


which is above every Name. This is 


0 0 Humility from Gow; and he is pleaſed to 


eall in next the whole Creation on the ſame Ac- 
count, and for whoſe Benefit the Scheme was 


purely form'd, to join in the Glorification of NG 
| That at the Name of FESUS every Knee fhoul 
of Things in Heavm, of Things in e, 2 


Thins SHY the 2 1 and that "Oy Tongue ſhou 
gp . an- 


* a 
AN IE Ee 
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| no tht cr 5 (LORD, eue, 
25 eee e e 


2 


r Is 

b e n 
; Thing higher than this Deſcription, whether we con- 
_ the exquiſite Deepneſs of the „or the 
ent Grandeur of the Reward; but thus ſet 
againſt each. other in one View, it perſectiy puts the 
Soul to Pain, by over - ftretching its Faculties, io 
"comprehend it. Such ERA ey * 
. yards us. | Th: 5 


bs 25 (along ein ae 6 chew e. 


HE. — 8 8 42 


4 Of aur Saviour ; Huniliioa, ger h GOD. 
- bath alſo: high ovale, Hs Then © 3 Schals 
u. Ot the 33 Itſelf 3, He back geen bin, 
4 Nay * Ol e 0 "po R—_ 


Fil, 1. am to | ſpeak of Conan Heaton; | 
the therefore 'GOD hath ſo highly exalted him. This 
indeed i is the Point upon which the whole Franſac- 
tion turns. . The Gop of Wiſdom, does nothing 

without a proper ( Cauſe ; ; and Humility, it feems, is 
the Almighty's Reaſon for Exaltation. His rational 
| Creatures here upon Earth are not found in the Image 
1 their Creator in this Particular: And tho they 
may have their Reaſons for what they do in this 
* yet I think Humility was never ie them 
con- 


It is the eee mee ne that puſhes" hi 
Fortune and pleads boldly his Merits, that is the 
likelieſt to reach this Point. And if Virtue be allo w- 
ed to lead to Greatneſs, yet of all others, it was ne- 
ver the Virtue of Humility: A Virtue, before Canror 
gave it Grace and Reputation, in ſo little Requeſt, 
as that the Philoſophers ſcarce give it ſo much as a 

2 all the long Liſt eee ee | 

iſcoverec in human Kind. e | 


= notwithſtanding, this ed Vino, of ſuch 
ot no A nongſt Men, is by Gop, Who 
ſeeth not as Man ſeeth, made the only Reaſon of 
Cuxisr's Exaltation. As Things that are highly 
_ eſteemed amongſt Men, ate an Abomination in the 
Sight of Gon; fo, on the contrary, the Things that 
are moſt deſpiſed of the World, are of the greateſt | 
Price in the Sight of our Maker; from whoſe Judg- 
ment, of Good and Evil, we are ſo far departed, as 
that our very Wiſdom is not only become F * be- 
Rr $4 26s road» Ol 6 
ph ae God ho at i Licht * | 
= Darkneſs, will, before he finiſh his ſtupenduous 
Work, bring Glory out of Humility, or elſe there is 
ſome deſperate Miſtake runs quite thro' this whole by 
Book called the Bible ; which, like the Magnificat, 
almoſt: wholly turns upon this ExpeQation,—He 
hath regarded the Lowlineſs of bis Hand- Maiden. 
But to look a little more: cloſely into this Matter ; 
_ there being not a ſingle Word in the whole Account 
here before us but what bears its Teſtimony to this 
Truth, and _ NEE and Ne opts to the whole | 


— ye 


f 166d 


And, firt, That be ſhould humble himſelf; ſo-grear 
a Perſon ; this is a Circumſtance of great Weight. 
He who being in the Form of Gop, and, without 
any Diſparagement at all, equal with Gop; even He. 
humbled himſelf, and that in the tendereſt Point to 
A generous Mind, fo as to become of no Reputation. 
This gives a great Luſtre to the Humility ; for one 
of mean and low Degree to be humble, carries ng 


King David to fay,—1 will be more humble : ' Here 


we begin to admire. | What then ſhall we ſay when. 


the King of Kings brings himſelf down beneath ei- 
ther of Rete Inſtances? This is quite aſtoniſhing to. 
us Men, whoſe Notions of Honour are Pe * ang» 


on; 1 
+ an * 
ther! F , f 
2 1 — 
88 3 T 
a * 70 I 


But farther : -Y was ; woe kt to it by,s any 
Act of Violence or Compulſion; he humbled oo” 
ſelf. There is a very wide Difference between bum- 
bling, and being humbled: A Man may be the one. 
and, at the ſame Time, far diftant from the other. 
Pharoah was brought down by his ten Plagues, 10 
Simon of Cyrene bowed his Neck, when compe led 
to bear the Croſs ; but here as no true Kier 


either of them, becauſe it was all Conſtraint. . 


Tirue Humility is that which bowes itſelf ;, wy 
Which! is voluntary, and of a x wilfing þ Mind. _ 


A Ain farther Proof of the Greatneſs of gar 
Humility is ſhewn in his doing all this s out of Obe. 


dience: He became obedient. There 1 is a Kind of 


| Humility which the World approves, becauſe Pride 


is moſt neatly covered and wrap'd up in its Mantle. 


1 yo 0 was Aale; 3 made up of Shew and 
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great Praiſe with it: There muſt be a ſad Miſtake, 2 
Fault indeed, if ſuch a one were pot ſo. But ſor a 


RY 9 7 


1 Goitipliivent; Kiffig cht; what they 1 

= . vecd to the Purpoſes of Ambition, Dübeln, an 

= * Rebellion” againft his King and Father. But it is 
not' humble FCourtely, bet humble N Wat 


SS: 


kommende to Cop. as en, 


JETS - 


But farther than this: - The owt Ms 
receives an Addition, in that he ſubmitted to be made 
obedient. Sometimes there ſprings, from the Dictates 
of natural Reaſon and Prudence, a Kind of Diſpo- 

ſition to obey: But the higheſt Form of this Virtue 
is, when the Obedience illues from the Injunctio 
"ofa ſuperior Power ; and when the Will 10 itſe] 
into it, on that Confideration and none . elſe. This : 
HE Commandment, ſaith he, . T received of my Fa- 
cor 5 —_ N he rah and e obeys. 


tat now we come to conſider how far this Obe | 

diene went, it will riſe ſtill higher in our Eſteem. 
Many will abey, Ne and deſtroy, when they 
3 pid, all is Vile and Re ſe vr the 
eee 14 3 
35 Obedience Cunisr N 4 ready xeagy Submiſſion to, 
ly and ſtufliedly ſought out for vg 
 purpolely to croſs every Thing that was tender and 
deſireable in Nature; and all to try and prove in him 

the utmoſt Extent, the fartheſt Lengths, to which 
Humility and Submiffion can poſſibly be drawn forth. 
Ne verily tock on him the Nature of Man, and con- 
ſſidering what a baſe and ill: conditioned Wretch Man 

Was, thro? Sin, become; to have Purity and Holi-: 

BY nefs i1ſ-If take ſuch a Manhood into Gop, is mar- 
vellaus Candeſcenſion, had it went -no farther. - But 

he took. on him the: F orm of a Servant, even down to 

" the Ofict o of "wage his Diſciples * et, and ſo be- 


comes 


* 


# "Ed 
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n EM of Servants ; am among vou, faith 
be, an be e ee ; wok n 74 DOC: 1 - | 
BY 


But when n ke « carries "ils Obediebce to Deat is 
think with de; What an ugly Feeling the 
| Thought bf a yiolent Death, I o circùmſlanced as his 
was, mult produce, and it PST even ſtagger the Un- 
derſtanding | to conceive it poſlible! Made obedient 
to Death, and made guilty of it too; made Sin, 
when as he knew no Sin, that he might receive theſe 
worſt Wages of it Were a mere Man to be treats 
ed in this Manner, he would make Heaven and. 
Earth xing of the Injuſtice, as well as Cruelty: But 
CyrrsT's Obedience reached beyond the Love of 
Life, which he willingly ſubmitted, i in this Manner, | 
to forego... And ſurely he, can carry it no farther | 1 | 
Why, Jes, a Step ſtill more. For, as one violent 
Death is worſe than another, what he-was to lub 
mit to Was tobe the worlt of all: The Deich of 
a Malefaftor; and that of the moſt vile and Niel 
Malefactor; the Death of the Croſs ! ff ne malt be 
obedient to Death, ſurely he might have beeh per- 
mitted to lay down his Liſe in as fair and decent 
a Manner as is conſiſtent with Violence { Buc it 
ſeems even this Favour Was flot to be granted; it 
would have left ſome Point of Sufferafice, wherein 
another might have exceeded him, and that muſt not 
| be: It became him, as Captain of that Salvation 
which ſprings from Humility, to be made perfect, . 
by ſuffering to ſuch a Degree, as that none of big 
Soldiers that follow him can have it to ſay, They 
have gone beyond their Maſter; or that they have 
felt any Grievance for which 2 252 oe hint 


before them * an 1 ei ; 
FFF | Thel 


4 1 4 * x q ; f 4 
5 © ” > b ” : 
* % 5 2 3. 8 © N 1 7 7 ye a 2 8 oe "op" W 4 w 4 4 8 
» N 8 


# 


55 Tueſe Things, thus arid; make up a com- 
pleat Body of Sufferings; arid it muſt have been as 
compleat a Humility that willingly 1 ſubmitted to. g⁰ 
thro them: Inſomuch as that his Title to the Ex: 
Altation has. been purchaſed with a valuable Conſi- 
deration; and i is none too much, tho Go highly 
| exalt bim, and give bim a 7 2 51 1e is above 
my Vane? And which comes now, under my 


A 


nera Head 5 125 ee wp en. 
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| $23 has let us, "In the Gt Place, take . 
what an exact Conformity is obſerved by the Apoſtle 
in the Degrees of the Humiliation and the Propor- 
tion of the Exaltation. Over a againſt the Humbling, 
18 ſet Exalting g. In e to - He, there i. is Gov: 
For that he humbled himſelf fo. greatly ; here is an 
| Exalting as highly. F or becoming obedient, he is 
made the Logp' to whom every Knee ſhall bow: And 
over againſt the infamous Death of the Foy 1 
the Glor £ jo. 2 the Father. 158 at ant of 0531: 


y T0, 
32 


: | Fhis has x more Mai in it a 6 2 85 : 
lis, or quaint Figure of nf x, e 3 th} VEG: 


E 


| Aa 


n 


Gon $ Rewards in ; Spirituals, 4 as wal; as 45 "Og 
in Materials, are all according to an exact Propor- 
tion, in Number, Meaſure, and in Weight. 3 Gov 
exalts him from the worſt of Death, to the beſt of 
Life; from the Deep of the Earth, to the higheſt 
3 1 from the greateſt Shame, to the utmoſt 

Glory; from art obedient Servant, to be the Lozp: 
AF Alt; from ſtanding before a mortal Judge, as a 

3 to be the Judge both of Quick and 8 
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and from ie be ſmitten by Servarits with hs 
Palms of their Hands, we find him ſet doum at tha 
Right Hand of Gop ; and no higher can we go. It 
may be here worth our Notice, to ſee only whit a 
Similitude of all this was acted over upon Earth, by 
the Sons of Men, upon the Perſon of the 8on of 
Goh: They too will exalt him from his Humilation; 
but it is to the Height of the Croſs: Thus they liſt 
up the Son of n Han all nan p or r wy 
rue n N IB4N k 8 : | 
1 1 8 ee a, 
They: life b ug in u che ee ths bibel 
did Sampſon, between the two Pillars, to make — | 
at him: And they gave him à Name likewiſe, Pilate 
wrote the Title, and put it over his Head; nay, to 
carry on the hotrid. Farce, and, give it a Finiſhing, 
they, in Mockery, bow the Knee before him, and 
cry. Hail King ef the Jews! O gracious Gos, 
How canſt thou away with the Sins of Men How 
is it that thou art not tired with pardoning; and that | 
the Bowels of thy. ries = "us WR Denies 5 
fuch 2 Creature as with, 5 85 | Ren Te 


: » 4p * 8 | 4 % 47% — 


1 and Man feem hed row 5 Vieory's a 

av Perſon of | GaRrIST ; the lower they ſtrive to 

bring his Son down, the higher he exalts him; the 

more odious they ſought to make him, the mote 

Go glorifies him; Men lift his Body to the Croſs, 

and Gon lifts his Perſon into the Throne of his 

Majeſty ; and, inſtead of Pilates Title, gives him a 

Name above every Name, above all the Titles in 1 8 
© Heaven or in Earth a Name to which every Knee | 

mall bow int both: And, at his RefurteRion, tis =. 
| Yin to take * of n on ane 1 
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Gnletirate the full Fruits of | his Exaltstion; bis Re- 
N 3 were, ee er ene 
e „ D6IÞ 
And ſu At. Pail, inthe 45 aber Apabies, aps 
| plies that Verls in the-P/alos,—This Day bave I be- 
gotten thee. And ſo likewiſe, with regard to all thoſe 
that are his Members, they are the Children of God; 
being the Children of the Reſurrection: And till this 
Change come, we muſt: wait, in Faith and Patience, 
for the Completion of all the glorious Promiſes of 
the Goſpel, even as our Maſter did. Now this 


” Mark of high Exaltation ; this Name given, et tubich 


every Luce ball bow, 20bether in Heaven or Barth, 
or under the Earth, is no othier than the bleſſed Name 
A Ja8vs:i- And becauſe it may be ſuppoſed 'thatthe = 
full Meading of it is not apprehended by every one 

that bows-to it, I ſhall here reſt a while upon it, 
that we may both bow and pray to it wich better 
 Underfianding. - Obſerve then; that tho this Name 

was common to many, as we read in Scripture,' yet 
it was given only by Men, and not by Gop himſelf, 
but by the Meffage of an Angel, as fignificant of ſome 
ſpecial Dignity. All that ever bore this Name, 
without the Virtue ſignified under it, for-Name and 
Nature mean the Game with God, muſt; as all others, 
lay hold on e eee 4097 hed _ 


Ws 


1 „ 
40 hm at the Reſurrection, when it is elſe where de- 
clared, that he was ſo named before he was con- 
ceived? Known wits GOD are all his Warks- from 
the; Creation; but, with regard to us Creatures of 
Time, it n e * this very 


Not 


7 bs 1 
165 . Na 2 e 5 
himſelf be cannot ſave ] He ſeemed to periſh in theit 

Sight. But when he takes his Life again, and ews, 
by this Act, that he did but lay it down, and Toft 25 


not, then he beomes trufy, compleatiy, rss; 


that is, Able to ſave himſelf, and all thoſe that come 


Title of Almighty Creator may ſound more glorious” 


unto bim for Salvation. For this is the Serife of the 
Word, and when applied rightly to him, is always ; 

with Power. And, O'Jz8v, %% mils BS,; 
which is, being interpreted, O Saviour ofthe World; 
© be a Saviour to me, . in de 5 


r weben belides. 1 
But KA is ks Nahe ald a 825 e 2 = Rs 


Name ? Surely it is not above the Name of GG 


We may here anſwer with the Apoſtle, Ir is manife, * : 


he is excepted who gave. it. But we need not this; it 
is the moſt glorious Name of Gon himſelf: I an; faith 


he, and befides me there' is no other pan 1 nis ; 
is a Name above all others, When app | 4. Gp. | 
and to us the moſt” highly precious: 1 tho” che 


in Power; yet that of Almighty Saviour, is more 
expreſſive of his Goodneſs; and he hath may hn 


| Compation and Mercy above all bis Wee: 
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And h en chis Name 


i rut and hold; . 
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What indeed wha FR ON Aide el | 
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| World. unto, Himſelf, ; 5 which is, with "= nog | 
* Os Enmity with their Maker, there ſprings up mera 


3 thro” this Word of Recanciliation, ſome Comfort to 
6 Mankind in the A of Gon: But without it 
N ther, was none; our our Gop Was a con 1 Tan... 


WY ns is the true nd why all our i« Prayers s 
to Gap are terminated with it. It is in his Name 
we aſk with Confidence; and it is for his Names 

=},  » Sake that we receive with Aſſurance : The Promiſe, | 

5 That when two or three are gathered together, GOD 
will grant their Regueſt, i 16 purely upon Condition 
that they are gathered together in his Name; nor is 
there Redemption or Acceptance in any other. All 
we can hope for from Gon, all we want, all we 
5 and all we can receive, muſt be through the 

 ever-blefſed Name and Merits of Ixsus CHRIST our 
La And when the whole Creation bows to, 

a and obeys, this highly exalted Name, with this Spi-- 

* ey: truly come under the 
E real s of * , of n 


"The 7224 15 laft Shares 17 Ons a to Wy 
withall, * which wag be e in a . few - 
Werde 6 ay: e Bar 44 
; Pe me * wo pn all thoſe = 58 2 = ; 
truſt j in this ever-blefled Name, for their future Ex- 
Altation i in Glory, that they be careful now that the | 
fame Mind be in them, that was alſo in him, with | 
reſpect to ths — for they never can be 
ſeyered 


7 . *. * 
* 1 


fd nth Fy g 7 : ö . * 

* : 8 
2 ? 

i LL g 

3 & 5 
* x % 

* r z . 

1 | 

8 
” 


1 And ſo Gon bu 1 as W 


Vitneſſeth, that. all that will live godly in CHRIST = 


Hall ſuffer Perſecution. Remember that it Is ha- 


ving the Mind of Cnalsr that makes us Chriſtians; 


and no outward Name or Ceremony whatſoever: 
Neither will calling him LORD, LORD, with- 
out doing the Will of his Father which is in Hea- © 
ven, ever gain us Admittance there; CurisT's Obe 
dience, as we have juſt now ſeen, to his Father's 
Will, was without Reſerve, and without Exception; 
and fo muſt ours alſo be, whenever it pleaſes God to 
call us to the Trial. This Mind of ChRIsT can 


never be eſtabliſhed in us, but by walking in the 
Way that he walked, and his Path was Humility ; 
nor can any Thing turn our Feet into it, but a 
Participation of his meek and patient Spirit: This 
is the Leſſon therefore he calls upon us to learn of 


him; and by his Example, as wel: as us the 


| Inflrudtion is full before us, i 

| Comer yourſelves ed kt re vol offer 
ings here upon Earth; and let Patience have its 
Fenn 1 in bringing Free * N 


: Fight nal ike a eco F t of Faith! and then 
boldly expo he Town w Mars, cop enmen 


But whey dene i is no „Cel bor * 
Crown in reſerve: They grow out 


by an eternal maine of the Guy of wr 5 


Humble thyſelf charefork, ond Aa ſhale by ex 
alted, the Lord will never fail his People; thou art 


18 from Ped unto Life. NG, 9 qr Lorp 
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We. are rs e ae in CHRIST 
FESUS. ante good Works, which. GOD: hath 


Kao rh eat yon * . : in theme: 
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** The Occaſion likewiſe of his taking this 


Work in Hand, after his Reſt from his former Labour, 
is here ſet forth : What he had before created and 
ordained to good Works, had fail'd in this Point, and 

walk'd not in them; he therefore, for the ſame good 
| Purpoſe, creates then a. new in CHRIST JESUS. Town. 
this new Creation, placed i in this Light, reflects very 


hardly upon the old one, as utterly incapable of any 
| Goodneſs at all, till made and faſhion'd over again, 


according to the Image and Form of the eternal 8on 


of the Fatber: : For if the old Man could have an- 


ſwered 'Gop': 8 Purpoſes, what Room could have 
been found for making a Second ? But the lncapacity ; 
3 wg 


1 f my A. 


| zr. e 58 S theſe & Wards 3 us 
| with a new Creation; a ſecond Work- 
manſhip of the firſt Creator of alt Things. 
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| Chriſtianity ſuppoſes' as great a Difference between 
dhe Creatures of this preſent evil World, and thoſe 
_ =. new Creatures that are, by a: ſecond Operation of 
—_— the Divine Power, begotten and born from above, as | 
there is between the Living and the Dead. Nay, 

- _ thoſe only who are dead indeed to the ſinful World, 

Aal are accounted capable of being made alive unto Gon 
F thro? Ixsus Canisr. We ſee here from all this, 
= that there is-a Change of Nature pointed at ; ; ſuch a 
1 Change as a Creature paſſes through, who is made 
= to live and breathe in a. different Element from that 
= in whichit was at firſt form d. This the Inſects, whe- 
3 ther of the Earth or the Water, may ſerve to give us 
| an Idea of, who change, together with their Bodies, 
their Element, and, from creeping in the Mire, ob- 

tain Wings, and 3 away towards Heaven. . 


1 | Heavenly-minded SY earthly-minded Pachle a are 
look'd. upon, in a Scripture-light,. as Creatures of 
two different Worlds, both with regard to Extraction, 
T afte, and Senſibility. Their Goods and their Evils 

are all quite revers'd; their Hopes ard their F ears ex- 

_ cited, by quite Aer Objects, inſomuch that they 
become — unintelligible to each other; 3..nor can 

ever be reconciled or brought to an Underſtanding, 
till this new Creation in CHRIS has done its Office 
on them, and publiſh'd them, as it t of a new 
and better Edition. 


1 gonſider'd as a bare relative Change, as Juſtifica- 


1 5 the as Eſſence and Subſtance of the Soul, 
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Eo 80 that the Change Chriſtianity en Sno 
* Adoption are held to be; but an Altera- 


4 


Any 


A 


"Any Thing Miah 


the Change of the Man, and that Name belongs to 
the Life and Spirit, Reaſon, and every other intel- 


lectual F aculty, as they are now held and bound up 
together in the Body of the Fleſh: And in the Ne- 
 _— of fuch -a Change as this we may ſee plainly 


the whole Will of Gop concerning us. We at any 
Time learn beſt wherefore Things are, by under- 


ſtanding what they are; and therefore it is that the 
Study of ourſelves is made ſo neceſſary a Branch of 


our Knowledge. 'Gop's Expectations from us. are 


| beſt read in his Operations upon us. We may 
ther much Underſtanding of the Work we are reg 2 | 
Ted to'do, by obſerving: what Gop hath wiege 
upon our Hearts; for he doth nothing in vain, nor 
will he act towards us as an unreaſonable Taſk- 
maſter. As then God, by making Men living Souls, 


does by that very Act tell us, chat he expects other 


Dy hings from'them than from dead Stocks and Stones; 
and as in making them' reafonable Souls, he farther 


intimates that they ſhould live other Sort of Lies 


than mere Brute Beaſts that have no' ſuch Under- 
Randing; fo likewiſe ' in making Men Chriſtians, 


that is, Partakers of the Nature of CyHr1sT, he makes 


it equally evident that they" ſhould ive a heavenly 
7 Life, above the kiten of the mere natural Mann. 
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dy oy Furie this » Subje@, for a Sake of Order, 1 


mal caſt. what I have farther to: * 8 *, 
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of this is meerly nn and ſu- 
perficial; tis but like waſhing away the F ith from 
| the Skin of the Fleſh, and leaving Luft to do its 
1 0 Office i in the Muſcles, Blood, and Marrow, What 

is here wanted to. make us the Children of God, is 
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of good Works, becauſe he has, 
Canis r, fined'vs for Men. 


bo 


1 1 ſhall ſhew what thoſe 2 . irs 


"a dur Chriſtianity 3 Is to bring forth. And then, 


—_ * 
EX. 4 . 
. 7 * ** 


* Ul. 54 ſhall exhort all thoſe that 3 VIE be- 


FLOP 4 to perſeyere therein to the utmoſt of their | 


| * ower, and to the End of their Days, 


* 4 & 8. * 


© Firſt, then, I amm tp Wer that Gop has intende 


us for them. 60. of aſe 12 3 Fi © 0 


7 fitted 


2 I 
N 


1 e was e EE es. 


tion, who before wad, ſaith the Text, that we 
ſhould wall in th; but, Man failing, he has been 
| graciouſly pleaſed to re-create ys for the ſame Purpoſe , 
in CHRIST. And be ſure he did not rekindle: the 
Light that was gone out, and {et up afreſh the Candle 

of the Lon p, to haye it extinguiſhed again, or to be 
clapp'd: under 2 Buſhel; nor has he eek ſuch 
Talents on Men, to be bound up ig apkin, and 
buried in the Bowels of the Fark 3 are cre- 
1 rs CHRIST, faith, the Text, unte * Herti; 
1. e. they are, through him, form d and brought forti 

—— ſuch Powers, Affections, and Inclinations, as 
nom naturally fit and diſpoſe them for a pious Life 
and heavenly Converſation. And this excellent Struc- 

| on and Conftitution of the Mind, points out to us 
. Works muſt regularly and properly iſſue 
i or ſurely Gop would never give a new 
| — and a new Spirit, only that we might live ac- 
x orving P uf N and by of the old one, 
| Wers 


3K I hall ſhew that Gop has 22 As 


1 W for the Practice of good Works, becauſe he, has, 
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5 Were be che Word 
by counts ſuch, I am confident there needed no new Cres- | 7885 
tion to fit Men for it. What is chere in the Whole 
Frame of outward Religion, which the outward Man 
can t eaſily perform? As for the devotional Part „ 
: ſuch as orderly ſtanding or kneeling, at a certain Tim Þ} 
# and Place appointed, there to repeat, ot rather hear  Þ 
repeated by another, excellent Forms of Words; m 
not a Publican do the ſame? Nay, may not an Har- 
lot, a Sot, an Idiot, do the ſame? Such Devotion 
will diſturb no one's Luſts, nor will any one's Luſts 
dliſturb ſuch Devotion: They are quite conſiſtent, — 
22 eee my "Hs 


egi ing. ; & Fa f 
a - 4 3 3 
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a] "And then for e to pretend 
to love thoſe that pretend to love them; to pretend 
do be good Neighbours to thoſe who pretend to think 
as they do; to avoid the odious Character of Extor- 
tioner or Adulteret 3. to be no open Swearer, or re- 
| Warkable Sabbath - breaker there is not ſo very 
much in all this, but a Phariſee might reach it, if not 
i exceed it. Such Religion, and ſuch as are occu⸗ 
pied therein, the Earth brings forth of itſelf, What „ | 
do you more than others, ſaith CHRIS to his Diſciples? 1 
When we behold that ſapleſs, lifeleſs, empty Thing 08 
the World calls Religion, one would think that com- 
mon Senſe and Reaſon ſhould ſuggeſt this Queſtion  _ 
to our Minds—Hath Gop created Mankind a-new, _ © i 
made them capable of the Divine Nature; hath heſo © +8 
- wonderfully wrought them, not in the lower Parts of N 
the Earth, but in the higheſt Heavens ; 7 hath he ſent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into their Hearts, to erx 
f Abba, F ather, for no better Purpoſe than this? Hath 
8 | |; based up _—_ 5 


*. 
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85 gbty Save? to give himſelf for us, to ſhed his 
| Blood for our Redemption; and, to ſeal all; hath he 
ſent down. the Almighty Pri to be our Guide, 
Teacher, and Comforter in his Stead, only to enable 
us to do what we could have done as well without 
him? Hath he commiſſioned Ambaſſadors to labour 
and travel till CHRIS be form'd in us, and that at the 
Hazard and actual Expence of their Lives; and all for 
no more than this? To make Holidays, and bring us 
together now and then to be religiouſly entertained ! 
A Practice Heathens never omitted, and in which 
Few: | have gone beyond us. Surely all this Coft, all 
this mighty Building, founded on the Blood of Apo- 
tles and Prophets, and of which CHRIST himſelf is 
2 chief Corner- Stone, muſt have ſome nobler De- 
Only read the Hiſtory of Chriſtianity; how it 

* been foretold from the very Creation; propheſied 
of through” all ſucceeding Ages; the Law itſelf or- 
dained for a Type of it, and whoſe Office is only as 
2 Schoolmaſter to bring us thereunto : See only. 
what righteous Blood has been ſhed, before it could 
make its Way into a ſtubborn and difobedient World, 
and then judge whethet the Almighty Wiſdom could 
_ conſiſtently take all theſe Steps, 010 to bring forth 
ſuch a Thing as we call Religion! It is impoſſible to 
conceive it. No, the moſt holy, heavenly, and ſpi- 
_"Titual Life and Converſation, is radically and ſemi- 
-nally wrapp'd up in the very Bowels of Chriſtianity. 
We are created in CHRIST to good Works of an 
higher Order, than thoſe that are born only after the 
Fleſh are in any wiſe capable of performing, or ſa 
much: as underſtanding, or elſe all this mighty Appa- 
rats bas been the moſt impertinent and uſeleſs 
"TP hing imaginable. | And what theſe good 2 


Vader 


are, is what I now, 


CT; 497 'F o 


"Vater; my 7 ſecond Head, proceed to ſet forth ind "MN 
plain. We are to underſtand then, in the general, 


by good Works, holy and gracious Acts, ariſing out 
of an upright Heart, from a pure Conſcience, and 
. from Faith unfeigned. All and every of which Foun- 


tain Principles of Action are the Gift of Gop in 


| Cape; ; for without him we can do nothing; nay, 
in the Land of Righteouſneſs, we are Ps 0 we 


l bare nenher Place nor EXINGNe, . 


"Ty am i ſenſible that it will be FM enticed TE ; 


ing to the Cuſtom of treating this Head, that I ſhould 
produce a Liſt of ſuch good Works as may find com- 
mendable Employment for a Chriſtian Man; And 
though Lam ſatisfied of the Uſelefineſs. of ſuch Pro- 
TCoeeding, as it is commonly managed, yet as I may 
make a particular Benefit of i it another Way, it ſhall 
be complied with. How impertinent would it ſeem 


- to detain an hungry or thirſty Man, eager in Appe- | 


Chan. 


tite, with reading over long Bills of Fare, or. Diſſer- 
tations upon Maſfication, or the digeſtive Powers : 


And, to one that has loſt all Appetite, ſuch Treatment 


would be downright abuſive, It is a ſomewhat like 
Caſe with reſpect to the inner Man: He that hungers 


and thirſts after Righteouſneſs, may well truſt to the 


Inquiry: They will beſt lead him, with the Eagles 
in the Goſpel, to that Carcaſs which is their proper 
Food: And, to one who has no ſuch ſpiritual. Ap- 


Direction of thoſe heavenly Appetites, which are the 


infallible Proofs of an heavenly Life, without much | 


petite, all Inſtruction of this Kind is foreign; nor 
will all the Deſcriptions or Exhortations in the 
World ever beget one.. But what the World ſets 


8 forth as good Works, are ſometimes really very 
pad ones, both to the Giver and to the Receiver, as 


"_ ; 


1 1 


tion, and the other with Hypocriſy and Idleneſs. 
And even thoſe which are good and profitable unto 
Men, ſuch as the Exerciſe of Bounty 1550 Liberality, 


the giving Alms, feeding the Hungry, eloathing the 


Naked, viſiting and relieving the Afflicted, contri- 
"buting to the building Hoſpitals, and caſting in much 
to the Sacred Treaſury for Religious) Uſes: Though 


all theſe are excellent and prai iſe-worthy in their King, 
Vet, as the Trumpet may be ſounded before them, 


they are not to be truſted to, nor is there any Occa- 
ion far a new Creation to enable any.one in the Per- 
| formance of them. The old Man, when his Aﬀec- 


a PX. 


tions are artfully moved, can act his Part to the 


Height i in all theſe, without | one Grain of the Pirit 


: of true Chriſtianity, " Heathens, eus, Turks, nay, 
fidels can and 36” to the Shame of ſome that are 
| catt's Chriſtians, club largely to many of theſe good 


Works: And yet we are ſo blind as to inſiſt almoſt 


wholly upon theſe, and that to the utter Neglect of 


the more ſubſtantia? and weightie Matters. Nothing 


is ſtrictly Chriſtian, that can be done without the 
Mind of Cunrsr; nor Godly, but what Gop di- 


Teas the Heart and Mind i into: So th 212 Works 
als 


- upon the Chriſtian Scheme, e very fame 
with a good or godly Life, the doing and obſerving 
all that Gop has commanded for Gop's Sake. Li- 


ving holily, honeſtly, circumſpectly, and in the con- 


tinual Exerciſe of the Graces of Cuxisr; ; ſuch as 


y ferve to feed the one with Vanity and Preſump- 4 


„ 


Humility, Faith, Hope, Charity; ever ſtriving to | 


mortify and ſubdue Pride and Luſt ; labouring to go- 


vern our Hearts and Tongues ; rightly ordering our 


+ Cartiage towards Gop and Man; pu ing, with 
"Zeal, all Acts of Righteouſneſs and Mercy ; inſtant 
in e and attentive to wo oh Frery . Gift 

We 


thats thr Anſwer to ith Feit tu hear me Word 

of Gov, and to cecewe i With pure Affection; lend- 
ing without Hope of receiving any Thing again; 

giving, and whar's 2 thouſand Times harder, for- 
giving; Peace - making, inſtructing, exhorting, rebu- 
king; denying ourſelves, taking up our Croſ con 
tentedly,” and following CuRISr chearfally. This is 
fighting the good Fight of Faith ; this is being rich 
N e this is laying . 


eb Lit new e e e 
| bu hore and eee, yet bee we take them | 
as they lie, will be found fafficient 16 keep) # . 
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To knitup all theſe together in one ſhort Form of 
Words All thoſe are good Works, and none elle, 

concerning which CIS will ſay at the laſt Bay 
- Hull dont, good and faithful Servant, enter thou into the = 
Foy of thy LORD. I muſt not hers omit to put you 
in Mind, that all and every of theſe muſt iſſue from 

the proper Spring and Fountain of all Goodnels in 
Man, which is Faith, the Gift of Gov in CHRIST. 
It is indeed the very working Power in our Souls; it 
is what makes all Goodneſs ſtirring, ee np. 
5 1 forth i into Thoughts, Words, and Done 


di is the Work of GOD, Gti ors e 
ye believe in him whom he hath ſent. Exerciſe then 
and improve this precious Talent, and the Increaſe 
will be an hundred Fold. It is called, in Scripture; 
a lively Faith, becauſe Life is its Principle, and if it 


 . work not it is dead; 5. e. it is no Faith at all, but 


ſomething elſe miſtaken for it. See only what bleſled 


Comfort 1 it works into the Soul As then thoſe Who 
truſt 
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Law of Gon written on their Hearts; who believe 
they ſhall not come into Condemnation, becauſe they 
walk in the Way of CHRIST; who believe they ſhall 
dvercome Death, becauſe they have overcome the 
World; that they ſhall reap in Mercy, becauſe they 
bave ſown in Righteouſneſs ; that they ſhall reap in 
Joy, becauſe they have ſown in Tears: Theſe ſhall 
receive the Inheritance of Sons, becauſe they have re- 


Cann 


truſt in Go; becauſe they have the Promiſe and Oh 
of Gon ſor Security, ſhall never be confounded; fo 
— thoſe. that believe they ſhall be ſaved, becauſe they 
find their Hearts purified: by Faith; who believe their 
Names are written in Heaven, becauſe they find the 


ceived the Adoption of Sons, and find themſelves fo: 


knit and firmly joined to the Lon p, that neither 


enables you to lay hold on the Righteouſneſs of 


CrurIsT and his redeeming Power, to purify your 


Heart, to mortify the Fleſh, and to overcome the vain 


Hope of finding Happineſs in worldly Things: And 
let the World mock on, and call the Conſolation 
8 that ariſes from ſuch Works Deluſion, if they ploaſe. 
X7 As they are to be Loſers they may be allowed to 

1 you ai a terrible ws in m—_ n 3 


a 13 „ dut 
1 


Death nor Life, Things preſent nor Things to come, 
are able to ſeparate them from the Love of Gop | 
which is in CHRIS Jesus. Thoſe that Faith, and its 
 _ Works, has wrought up to this Pitch of Confidence, 
mall never be confounded; it ſhall certainly be unto 
them according to their Faith. The Word of the 
Lomb is ſure; and if by ſuch good Works, within 
and without, Men fulfill the Goſpel-Conditions, their 
Salvation is as ſecure as if their ay 6 Names were 
_ written at Length in the Promi 
in CunisT to this good Work; to obtain a Faith that 


e are created 
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: 50 let them not 25 you out of your Canfilenge,. 
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The third <4 Jan Tithe I protilld to e tos 


8 which was to exhort all thoſe who have happily be- 
gun in theſe Sort of good Works, that they perſevere 
therein with all their Might, and to the End of their 
Days; for to this Purpoſe were they created in 


Carrsr. What thy Hand findeth to do, faith the 


Eccleſiaſtes, do it with all thy Might. —Be zealous in 
good Morls, ſaith St. Paul; alway abounding in tbe 
Wark of. the LORD, Foraſmuch as ge know that your. 


Labour is not in vain in the LOR; 


And fear the 


LORD thy GOD, faith Maſes, all. Et Dow of ite 
Life. There is to be no Intermiſfion thought or 


ſought after: Ve are called not only to Well-doing, 
but to a Continuance in Well-doing.. There are to 


be no Chafms or Vacuities in out Lives; no ſer-_ A 


ving Gov. To-day, and Mammon Lo- morrom; n 
halting between two Opinions; no Communion be⸗ 


tween CHRIS and Belial; there can be no Friendſhip 
with the World, without Enmity with God... To 
demand a Breathing-time from Goodneſs, is as ab- 
ſurd as to demand a Relaxation from Honeſty or Cha- 
ſtity; that after the Soul has refreſh d itſelf with a few. 


Ads of Knavery and Luft, it may then return to the 5 


Practice of thoſe Virtues with freſh. TIDE n 
Ale. e ee een e Wes Ty 


"he Soul 1 A4 is of that ative Kaye that it 


£85 ſtand ſtill; all the Time we are not in the Ser- DEN 

vice of Gop, we are in the Service of Sin. One Ma- 
ſter, or the other, is, every Moment of our Lives, the 
Lord over us. Indeed God is fo gracious a Maſter, 


1 
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rer ſo ben ee that whoever "Fay 


| been happily employed in their Service, and have | 


been admitted to taſte of the Bread that cometh down. 
from Heaven, can no more deſire or reliſh any other 
Entertainment, than a Man who had been conſtantly 
uſed to'wholſome and well-taſted Food would defire, 
3 W 


See. 


3 


hankers after Vanity for Recreation and Refreſhment, 


proves plainly that he has never taſted how gracious 


the Lok is. Rather labour the more earneſtly, and 
double your Diligence, on account of this Sophiſtry 7 


of the World, demanding Reſt from Labour in the 
Lord. When are they tired with covetous Prac- 
tices; when do they demand a Relaxation from Pride, 
or the Exerciſe of Vanity, to refreſh with Self-denial 
and Mortification? Let their own Works judge them. 


When therefore they beſpatter your over-much Right- 
couſneſs and over- much Diligence, bewail your Ne- 


„ preſs forward with the greater Earneftneſs, 


- confident of this very Thing, that you can never ex- | 


+ Boer whats you kave-dooe ot £ 
you, and finiſhed the Work Gov hath given you to 
do, he will call you out of this State of Trial into that 


better World, whither your Works will follow you, 


and where you will eat the Fruit of your Doings, / 
with him that created and enabled you to perform 


them, even with your Loxp and Saviour Ixsus 
Cunisr; to whom, with the F ather and 4 1335 


i . be debe. . Amen. „ * 
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" Knowledge of GOD! How unſearchable: tare hit 
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; OR = x 
T Apoſtle's vehement Exclamation in 
l the Text, I hall not at preſent med 
dle withall; but apply myſelf, imme 


Aa x "diately 1 to the Matter that overſets; us : 
It were, his Underſtanding and Thoughts, and con- 
{trains him to > burſt out in _ Words of Aſtoniſh- 
ment. It was no leſs than the Great Gon himaſeif. 
contemplated. in his, Nature, Works, Word, and 
Judgments: 2 0 be pronounces incomprehenſibles 
| above and b beyond, all; merely human Intelligence t 
ſearch into; paſt Man' 's Capacity, eren de Z 
1 5 i * ap 8 4 its ATT Ts os nei | Me de 
| D. toe ont us 1 ict H 
"PIT this] I wall 8 Fn Subje&t of my o 
Diſcourſe, treating each of them in the Mannet and 
Order i in which they now lie before us; adding to 
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4 Go in /bis Nature a and a Kae. „ 


| Als Op in \ his Vs, 8 1 * r 


II.. Gop in his Word. And 0 3 mee 


iv. Goo i in his jan e Cours, 1 Pro 


dence. In none of theſe can Man judge his Ma- 
r, without the Imputation of Folly. They are 
all above his Reach, and were fix d and eſta» 
dliſhed in the Wiſdom of the Holy One, before 
© IAN blind Ty pee Life was e 
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his cube ud Effence. O the Depth! How hol 


4 Cloud, at the very Attempt, take him, as it were, 
out of our Sight! What a vaſt Gulph is there fix d 
between him and üs f Canft they by ſeafcbing find out 
_ GOD, ſaith 7, It 17 the TIS Heaven; what 
can thou do? It is deeper than H. : what Mu thou 
now? The Meaſure th rec i is hap than the Earth, 


and broader than the Sea. His very Name Jehovah, / 


which more particularly deriotes his Being, has been 
| by: many held unſpeakable ; 'of too ſublime a Com- 
| to nounced by our baſe Organs of 
5 3 mort may the Knowledge of his 
; re; which — all Underſtanding, be thought 
too, high and too holy for our clumſy and corrupt 
3 1s? Even St. John himſelf, though he be 
| called, 170 wed of N in the e 
. e 
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eve 0 of the Spirit, and Principles of the Kiel. 
venly Kingdom, The Divine ; though he be } epre- 
ſented in Scripture as a ſpiritual Eagle, whit ſoars 
up on high; and ſeems, as it were, to look the Bright- 
_ neſs of Gos Glory in the very Face; tho” he lean 
too on his Saviour's Breaft, ls Sear of Aſfection, 
and of Secrets alſo; though he laid his Head in the 
very Boſom of the Deity ; yet when he comes to tell 
us what Gop is, his Powers fail him, and {hrink be- 


> 


EY _ neath the uneq 2000 Weight. He lets us know indeed, 


and boaſts nightly of his Meſſage, ThatGov'is Light, 
and that Gop is Love; which hel ps us to'no farthet 
a Knowledge of the Deity, than a Defctiption of hint 
from a Creature of his own, or a Paſfion of ours; will 
afford us. Being inſpired; he could ſay this much; : 
being but a Man, ſpeaking to Men, he could fay no 
more: And he rather confeſſes that the Time was'to 
| come when we ſhould be qualified to ſee Got as he 
is. If we ftrive to take him in Pieces, arid labour to 
let him down to'a Size fit for our Apprehenſions, by 
dividing his tiever-to-be-divided Nature into Parcels 
and Attributes, we ſhall find our Knowledge but little 
advanced: "For every one of theſe Portions are inſi- 

nite ; that is, incomprehenſible. His Wiſdom is in- 
05 bis Goodneſs, infinite; his Power, infinite; 
His. Glotys infinite: And therefore, though by natu- 
ral and undeniable Conſequences, or, by a furerWit- | 
neſs, that of an inward Senſe and Feeling, we are 


conſtrained to conclude and acknowleuge that there 


| miſt be z good Gop before and over all; yet to have 
an adequate Conception of what he is, or to'image 
out any Notion of Self- exiſtence; falls not within the 
Compaſs of out finite Capacities- Thus A Man that 
is born blind may be fdid to know aſſuredly, and 
Vithout all Manner of Doubt, that there is ſuch a 
| K Wd Things 


I 


Thing as Ei re, i 221 jen it Wa! 


A „ - * 


of erte or Roving any y juſt Idea of i its e ca 
in the Eyes of thoſe who, ſee. its Brightneſs, and can, 
— the marvellous working * its eee. 
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hv 6-6) po gh we come: e to 3 we 
Wal find all the Attributes, by which Gop is ſet 
forth to us, are only ſuch as ſignify our total Inability 


to conceive, his. Manner of Exiſtence, As when we 


are taught to call him Eternal, Infinite, Inviſible ; 
what are theſe but ſo many different Modes of Unin- 
telligibleneſs ? All pointing at Ignorance; all leading 


to Humility and Abaſement. For otherwiſe they in- 


timate no more, than that Gop is like unto his Crea- ; 
tures in ſome ſuch Thing as they are wont moſt to 
magnify and commend. This appears from, our ad- 


ding the improper Epithet Moral to them; thus we 


call his Juſtice, Mercy, Goodneſs, and Truth, bis 


Moral Attributes; and that by the ſame Figure of . 


Speech, as when we attribute the Een of our 
Minds to him, and tay, He is grieveꝗ and angry, 
pleaſed and provoked, repents and turns; or the 
Members of our Body, and ſo ſpeak of receiving at 
his Hands, and being under the Inſpection of his all- 


| ſeeing Eye: Mes God is in himſelf unchange- 


| Parts, or Paſſions. But we are here 
ſunk, a5 it were, into a deep Pit, where but a ſmall 
Portion (tres. non amplins. ulne) of Heaven can be 
taken into our View. And therefore the outward 
pearance., of God, though but in ſome adopted. 
Shape, or mortal Repreſentation, was ever ſo dread- 
ful fince dhe Loſs of Man and th SOLTADEE of 


RR. «uh 1 
| "i 155 e World, dt he belieſt of tie Gli of 
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2 Cl Se Jae Pine. 0 rh N co 5 8 
| preſs themſelves Alas O LORD GOD, becauſe T 
have, ſeen GOD Face, to Face And. the Prophet . 
7255 likewiſe, Wae i is me, far I am undone; {6 mine 
Eyes have Sek the King; the LORD LE 1 ng 
8 . is 4 aur obſerving 3 5 —5 at. me ging | 
| forth of the Law, tho Go thought fit to proclaim 
that in Fire and Lightning, yet he himſelf remained 
in thick Darkneſs. His Will was made notoriouſly 
conſpicuous, but his Deity would lie .concealed.— 
So not up, ſaith be, into the Mount; no, nor touch. the 
Border of. it, leſt ye gane a WAY. But if at any 
Time this Light, which no Man can approach, bath 
- diſplayed 1555 though by Reflection only ; yet how 
| have our mortal Eyes beenidazzled to behold ir? The 
1. ſraelites ſaw but a few Rays of his Glory; . and thoſe 
too but at ſecond- hand, as it were, from the Reflec- 
tion of Moſes's Face, and they could not bear it wich- 
out the Interpoſition of a Veil, St. Peter had but a 
ſmall Glimpſe of this raviſhing, Viſion, and, the Ve- 
hemence, of, the Object quite , amazes him: We 
ſtraight find him grow giddy, and, as if overcome 
with it, making wild and extravagant © api 88 Fo 
Y Fe As the Text adds, A he le | 


And 0 Marvel; "for = Ang is Go $ hs ig - 
and the Earth at beſt but his Footſtool, and both are 
full of the Majeſty of his Glory. How then ſhall 
Man, that is a Worm, aſpire to thoſe Diſcoveries at, - 
n the Cherubims veil their F aces | Jeang the 


9] 


F 


is too 1 3 an Obje&t 275 our mortal Sight; ; ſuch 
Knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for Wa ſo 
that we muſt let that alone for ever. 1 


14 


But, however, be of good Cheer; Gov with-bold- 
eth nothing that is good from them that live a godly 
Life. Though we cannot ſpeculate him, we may do 


better; we may fee] after him, as the Apoſtle ſays, 


and happily find him too; for he is not far from every 
one of us. He is to be truly known now only by 
- Faith, and in the Manner of a ſaving Knowledge 
_ CaunrsT opens him in the Hearts of all thoſe that 
obey him. Ne Man knoweth the Father but the Son, 
and he to whom the Sort twill reveal bim. This is Go- | 
| ſpe! Knowledge, and in it ſtandeth eternal Life. He 
is the Brightneſs of Gopꝰs Glory, and the expreſs | 
Image of his Perſon, and both are to be ſeen by the 
Faithful in the Face of Jigs CnRTSsr, though utterly 

unintelligible to the hatural Man. Proceed we on, 

* 

|  Secondy, to confider the Weonders of, Gop in his 

Works. Theſe are the moſt viſible and apparent 
Part of bim, and by \ which he ſeems, as it were, on 
purpoſe to expoſe himſelf to our View; yet even here 
Reaſon is at a Loſs; his Ways are, as his Nature, 
paſt finding out. Here are ſecret Things which tho 
a Man labour to ' ſeek out, faith Solomon, yea, though 
a wiſe Nan think to know, yet Hall he not be able to 
find them. Let us try this Obſervation upon our 


. ſelves: We boaſt of an immortal Soul; a Blaft 


of the Divine Breath ; an Image of the Deity within 
us; yet all the while this Soul underſtands not ſo 


much as itſelf: We N an Inmate in our Boſom, 
. — 
i: 


[al 


ede for Scores of Years, and yet in all the Time 
are not able to diſcover either whence, or what it is. 
We queſtion its Original, whether from Heaven, or 
of Men; we. make endleſs Diſputes concerning its 
_ Subſtance, Powers, and Faculties, whilſt others never 
trouble their Heads about it, neither knowing nor 
: caring whether they have a Soul to be ſaved or not. 
But where is the wiſe Man that can tell you what 
that ſtrange buſy Principle within is, that actuates and 
informs this wonderful Piece of Workmanſhip, ſo 


tat it can freely move of itſelf, and be ſenfible of Plea- 


ſure and Pain, of Honour and Diſgrace ? Perfections 
which the moſt curious Engine that was ever wrought 
by the Hand of Man, could never come up to. Who 
can ſufficiently diſcover the Source, or Subſtance, of 


his own Ideas; or how, by Reflection, theſe ſtrange 


and ſubtle Senſations are afterwards wrought up, by 
the Mind, into the Reſult of Reaſon ? Where it be- 

gins to compare, diſtinguiſh, and conclude. Who 
ows by what ſecret Mechaniſm the Paſſions and 
mee or how all the Notices of 
Things paſt, the Images of Sight or Hearing, are trea- 
ſured up in the Memory as in a Storehouſe, and take 
up their Lodgment in the Brain f Which yet when 


Anatomiſts come to ſearch, they find no Footſteps. of 


all theſe various Impreſſions. A crude and lifelefs 
Lump, very unfit for ſuch noble; and excellent Ope- 
rations, is all that turns out to their Obſervation: 
And hardly can they diſcern any conſiderable Diffe- 
rence between the Brain of the wiſeſt and moſt know- 
ing Perſon, and that of the anne W Ars * om 
Gant ens ids OE 0 At; | 


dee ably paige: David e cap „ am 3 
ond e een as it were, at the 
Opn: 


| L 1521 
.Contemplation of his own Frame; whoſe ſtrange 
Compoſure did not only puzzle but amaze him. If 
we inquire farther into the reſt of Gop's Works 
without us, we ſhall hear of an inviſible World, inha- 
bited by Angels and Spirits; which, as the Sadducees 
of old denied to be at all, ſo we, in moſt Things con- 
coming their Nature, Orders, and Offices, are wholly 
in the Dark, and muſt reft contented with that flen- 
hae Knowledge the Scriptures afford; which is, as it 
were, a faint Light, glimmering in a dark Place. 
Whatever we attempt more St, Paul calls I, 
ond the Iſſue of a puff d Mende 


But what Pane b are Wee Ane | 
_—_ high, and out of the Reach of our Senſes, when, 
in Things of inferior Rank, his Footſteps are not 
known. Hardly do we gueſs aright, as ſaith the Wiſe 
Man, at the Things that are before us.——He goes by me, 


faith Fob, and I ſee him not; behold 1 go forward, but he: 


is not there, and backward, but I cannot perceive him. 
All our Attempts are little elſe but going backwards 
and forwards. - Sometimes Nature ſeems willing to 
unveil, to open her Secrets in ſome notable Experi- 
ment, and then we ſing Triumph to our 3 ; 
Light is come that will lead us to the open Day; a 
Clew is found that will guide us through the 4 | 
Labyrinth of Knowledge! When, alas]! ſome unex- 
pected Diſcovery quite croſſes and thwarts the for- 
mer; new Difficulties ariſe, that ſo perplex and in- 
_ tangle the Hypotheſis,” that we are fain to depart no 
wiſer than we came, and reſt content with the cold 
Comfort of having diſcovered. Effects inſtead of 
_ Cauſes; adding only this to our Knowledge, that we 
5 Lo more NO than we were een aware 1 
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How ſhould all this lead us to "Humiliey; anda : 
child-like Truſt in Gp! Who exalts his Mercy . 
above all his Works; who gives Wiſdom to *the 
Simple; and opens his Secrets amongſt thoſe that fear 
him. And what want we more of Knowledge i in the 
Works of Gop, than to be taught of him that he 
works all our Works in us; that he works in us both 
to will and to do; and that he will reward this his 
Work in us with Life everlaſting. But I haſten 
My third Conſideration, of Gon in his Word; 
which, be ſure, was purpoſely intended to reveal him: 
Nevertheleſs, even here too, Gop manifeſts himſelf 
as he pleaſes, rather than as he is, and that only to 
thoſe that love him. To ſay nothing of thoſe many 
Parts of the Old Teſtament, which, to human Learn- 


ing, are entirely ſealed up and hidden; involved in 


- difficult Phraſes, dark Prophecies, and inextricable 

Myſteries; yet if we come to the Goſpel, that Day- 
Spring from on high, that publiſheth the News of 
Light that is to lighten every Man that cometh into 
the World; even that too we ſhall find enlightens · but | 


to a limited Degree; there is a certain Diſpoſition _ , 


neceſſary, and without that tis all but Shine in ſuch 
a Sort of Darkneſs as comprehendeth it not: It has 
its Obſcurity as well as Brightneſs; and beſides thoſe 


Miſts and Clouds which our own Ignorance and un- 


7 o Natures in one Perſon ; a Virgin conceiving by 


toward Apprehenſions; our worldly Affections and 
_ perverſe Diſputings; our continual Endegvours to 
make it fit andcoincide with earthly Policy; haverais'd 
to obſcure it; the Goſpel i is but as Darkneſs to every 
mere rational Believer, in regard of the many inſu- 
perable Difficulties it contains. Trinity in Unity; ; 


the 
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the Holy Gboſt; a Woman the Mother of her Ma- 
ker; a Child born who was before all Worlds; and 
that Perſon ſuffering Death, that only hath Life and 


Immortality: All theſe are, to Reaſon, mere Riddles; 


they are the perplex'd Oracles of the Word; and tho' 
utter d by Truth itſelf, yet are ſincerely believed by 


none but thoſe to whom God has given to believe 


them. Faith, by which alone they are embraced, is 


purely his Gift : But as for Nicedemns's Queſtion, — | 
How can theſe Things be? That ſtands unanſwered to 


this very Day: Theſe are Secrets which the very 
Angels only deſire to look inta; and which no Man 
can ſee till he be born from above; till he be made a 
Member of CHRIST, and a Child of Gop. And 
whoſoever ſhall go about to explain theſe Things to 
the natural Man, by Words of Man's Invention; by 
flight Similitudes from Nature; or from the ſubtle Di- 


| RinQions of the Schools; he may become like a ſound- 


ing Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal; he may amuſe him- 
ſelf and his Heaters with his learned Diſcourſes; but 
all the while they neither know what he ſays, nor he 
whereof he affirms. - It is St. Pauls Caution, —Be- 
ware left any Man ſpoil you through Philoſophy + And 
had not, the perverſe Diſputings off Men of corrupt 
Minds forced Believers to have Recourſe to it for 


ſome Determinations, the F aith of CHRIST had done 


much better without it. What made it neceſlary, 


| makes it excyſable; nevertheleſs, it is hard to fay 
| whether Philoſophy has done Scripture Truths more 


Injury from the Hands of its Friends or its Enemies. 


I we ſit down right to read the Word, it will give 
forth its Wiſdom abundantly ; but if we ſkip over 


Penitence, and come hungering and thirſting rather 

to ſatisfy Curioſity than to obtain Righteouſneſs, not 

a 181 of her ſincere Milk will the Word give . 5 
by E- 


[x55] 


| Rupent, « 1215 Net b. Goſpel; is the Godly Order! K 
1 which theſe Things ſtand; and, unleſs they are 51 : 
purſued, no Bee * a e airs ae FL, 


|  Frarthh and lafth, 1 we are to conſider G Gap in bir 
Judgments: At the very Sight of which David cries 
out, — Fudgments are like the great Deep : Such 
another as is ſaid to overwhelm the World: An 
Abyſs, dark and Nane and not to be fathom - 


= S 


No Man, faith Pers can find out + the Wark that 
GOD maketh, from the Beginning to the End: The 
whole Web and Weaving, the Thread and Pile, are 
all fo finely ſpun, and ſo intricately compounded and | 
knit together, that it ſurpaſſeth all human Wit and 
Sagacity to unravel it. For the Manner; God will 
be accquntable to no Man, but worketh all Things 
according to the Counſel of his own Will. For the 
Time; the Holy One of 1ſrael will not be limited: 
His Work goes on his own Pace, even when we 
think it ſtands ſtock-ftill, or rather is running back- 
wards. Though. it tarry, faith the Prophet, it will 
ſurely come; it will not tarry: And, as to the Means, 
Gop will uſe what Inftruments he pleaſes, though to 
us never ſo weak or improbable ; perhaps none at 
all; nay, ſometimes ſuch as, to Matt's Apprehenſion, 
appear quite contradictory to the Intention. Creation 
is ever before him, and all Things ſerve and obey his 
Will : And theſe Secrets of the Divine Judgment are 
fo many, that Zophar, in the Book of Job, tells us 
that they are double to what is revealed. He means 
that thoſe Events, which we do not diſcern the Rea- 
| fon of, are more in Number than thoſe with which 


we are ordinaril y acquainted. 
well 
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Wel then,” upon the "whole. may we join Tio 
Fick the Apoſtle in the Text, and cry out, O the 
Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and Know- 
edge of G OD ; how unſearchable are his Fudgments, 
_ and his Ways 7015 finding out ! And where's the Da- 
mage of all this! Gop wants not Man's Wiſdom, 
neither do we lack his Knowledge; what he requires 
of us, is Faith and Obedience; what we ſhould aſk 
of him, is a Portion of his Goodneſs; and this he 
gives . to all that crave it of him in Sincerity. 


Let us not t repine at our Ignorance, nor com- 
plain of the Shallowneſs of our Underſtanding, ſince 
we know where to obtain that Grace which will con- 
duct us ſafe through this World, into a bleſſed 220 8 
nity. We have, in CnRkisr, the Knowledge of 
Govp's Truth, and the Wiſdom of the Juſt; to what 
higher Pitch of Underſtanding can we afpire ? For 
| behold the Fear of the LORD, that is Wi dom ; and 
ti depart from Evil, that is Underſtanding. Give us 
then, 'O gracious "2 this Wiſdom from above, 
which is no other than the Grace of thy dear Son 
| Je8vs CRirr our LoRD; to whom therefore, with 

the and the ie Holy 35 be aſcribed, Ec, Amen, 
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The End. of. the. 5 is Charity: out of 4 
pure Heart, and n a — Seen are | 
Faith a te. 


SER a * End i is; w 72 f 
F we had Grace always to remember, 5 
as the wiſe Man ſpeaks, We "ſhould 
_ never do amiſs ; - but it ſeems almoſt 
J utterly forgotten amongſt us to be 
1 Part at all of our Goſpel. Fe or 
tho' every one has his Ends in profelling the Goſpel, 
which the Apoſtle here calls the Commandment, yet 
Charity ſeldom appears to be one 'of them, either firſt 
or laſt; ſo that if in any Senſe it may claim the 
Title here given it in the Text, it muſt be in 35 
dad one, That we have made an End of it. The 
very Principle ſeems well nigh extinguiſhed, at lealt 
its working Power is diſabled, and little more than 
the 


. Ke 


0 ut). 

| the naked Name left remaining. St. Pau has given 
us, in his x3th Chapter to the firſt of Corinthians, 
a moſt amiable Deſcription of this Divine Quality, 
this moſt perſect Gift of Gop to Men, as 
 ſufferath long, and is kind; envieth not; vaunteth not 

"elf; eeketh. not her. aun; it not 5 prouoted; 

thinteth no Evil; rejoiceth not in Iniguity, but rejoiceth 
nin the Truth; beareth all Things ; believeth all Things; 
| Bopeth all Things ; endureth all Things: And then he 
proceeds to tell us, that this Charity never faileth ; but 
whether there be Prophecies, they ſhall fail; whether 
there be Tongues, they Hall ceaſe; whether there be 
- Knowledgey it ſhall vaniſh away : Are theſe Things 
| ſo? Does this diſtinguiſhed Mark, by which all Men 
may know CHnrisT's Diſciples, appear upon us ? 
Do we live and walk in this Spirit, and are the 
Fruits of it in us, and abound; or rather is not the 
Reverſe of all this, the true Characteriſtic of thoſe 
that are called Chriſtians in this our Day? For do 
not Propheſyings or Preachings abound amongſt us ? 
Are not Languages, and Variety of Tongues, 
almoſt in every ones Mouth ? Is not Learning and 
Knowledge diſperſed wide over the Face of all Chri- 
ſtendom, and its daily Improvement made our con- 
ſtant Boaſt ? And, contrary to the Apoſtle's whole 
Scheme, it is Charity alone that has failed, But 
let GOD be true, and every Man a Liar. It never 
did, nor ever ſhall, fail to be a ſure Means of Salva- | 
tion to every Soul that is poſſeſſed of this moſt excel- 
lent Gift, when all thoſe others without it, whether 
| Language, Science, or Utterance, may and will fail 
in the one Thing neceſſary, and vaniſh in the Day 
of Trial as Smoak. | 


And 


that it 


EC 


5 TY . 
And this is what I ſhall endeavour, in my follow- — 

* Diſcourſs rl che e to ANG 3 El 
OW ; 


2 Negutively, * what the End of the ebe 
is not: Tis neither Learning, nor We e 
i "hor ng And N l 7 


1. Serv, poſitively, whit i it uy Bud of 1 
e ee is Charity, out f a pure wack 
4 2 1 and OR ti rnd 


1 thin; Iam * Wwew, adgutivedy, ola © the 
End of the Commandment is not: "I Eee Oe 
torys ee or AAP nes | 


eee ſulſome Addreſſes has are plants 
made by the Enemies of all Revelation, to the 


Pride and Vanity of human Nature; which, by the 
way, wants no ſuch Kind of Flattery; being forth 


the abſolute Sufficiency of Man's Underſtanding to 
judge and determine the Bounds of his Duty and 
Obligation, whether to Gon or Man, cannot fail 


moving all that hope to be ſaved by Faith in a 


crucified Redeemer, to contradict theſe high, but falſe 
and pernicious, Pretences. For Man, | whoſe very 


Nature is a Complication of Vice and Error, and 
Whoſe whole Hiſtory, from the Beginning, is little 
more than a paultry Account of Wrath and Luft, 


working towards their reſpective Ends, thro' a beaten 
Tract of Baſeneſs and Blunders: For ſuch a Thing 


as this to pretend to dogmatize on the Creator's Will, 


and ſet out what Laws he is obliged to act by, with 
regard to us, his poor helpleſs fallen Creatures, is 
the ben Inſtance of human Weakneſs, as well as 

Pre- 


Preſumption: Pride and F Folly mingled: can be nd 
farther exalted. I = ſenſible hayy eaſy a Matter it 
is, when one 1s ſo diſpoſed, to declaim either on the 
Excellency, or on the Imperfection, of the human 

Underſtanding. Plauſible Things may be ſaid on 

either Side of any Queſtion: But all that is to the 
Purpoſe, muſt ariſe from a due Conſideration of the 


Nature of the Subject it offers to handle. It has 


Judgment in ſuperficial Matters, and the Things of 
this World, which are outward; made up of Form 
and Faſhion, and thoſe opened and ſhut by Light 
and Shade, it may grapple withal ; this is its proper 
Province; and theſe Things ſometimes lay ſo far 
within the Reach of its Abilities, as that it forms 
very entertaining and conſiſtent Diſcourſes about 
them. But the Things that are of Heaven, who, 
with ſuch Abilities, can ſearch out? The World by 
Wiſdom knows not GOD, and how then ſhould it, by 
the ſame Faculty, underſtand what the Will of the 
| Lomb is? All Books of Science, Policy, and Plea- 
ſure, are the Works of the Learned; and which, as 
their proper own, they may alter, ſet up, and pull 
down at Pleaſure ; but to the Book of Gop they 
| have no Manner of Title. They ſee not ſo far as 
the Reaſon why Gon gave the Commandment, and 
how then ſhould they fee that the End of it is Cha- 
rity ? The natural Man has his Reaſon and Know- 


ledge ; let them be confined to their proper Objects, 


to the little Matters of this preſent evil World, of 
which he is welcome to make the beſt he can; but 
indeed the Things that belong to the better World 
tao come, that pertain to Gop and Goſpel Godlineſs, 

as he ſavours them not, ſo neither can he underſtand 
them, and that becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern'd ; 
be is for . every Thing, as Abſurdity and 
Con- 


0465 h 


Erittagichi oft becauſe he cannot 'comprehen pay, 
whereas the proper Inference ſhould be, that he has 
no Right or Title to medals with ſuch. Matters. 
He may think to underſtand this, but it is too, hard 
for him, till'Goſpel Charity warm his Heart, and 
Divine Love widen and exalt his Capacities; 3.ti 
then Evangelical N falls not under his 
e Bo 


JEL 


* * i 


St. Pat, ths grew « hath ir the Gal 5 


EEE: 


= - Wal aha a eat boldly” upon the 0 48 he 
ie to ſpeak, Let us hear him. then, tor he does 
it home and td. the Purpoſe; ever Jealous. leſt any 
of theſe, whether worldly. Wiſdom or Knowledge, 
Science or Oratory, ſhould be miſtaken for the 
End, or any Part, of his Goſpel, he makes 2 formal 
Remmi of them all; hrinking,, as it were, 
at the Thoughts, leſt any of theſe. dead F. lies, as. 
the wiſe Mah ſpeaks, ſhould fall into the 3 
Ointment, and marr the ſacred Compoſition, 1 de- 


termined, ſaith he, to. know. nothing. among. you- but 
FES US CHR IST and him crucified,, a os Yo i 


And this Teſtimony o* Go3 he decks 8 p ee) 
Excellene of Speech, or with the enticing Words 
of Man's iſdom, jeſt their F: aith mould. ſtand in 
the Wiſdom of Men, and not wholly ; in the Power 
ef Gop; and Teſt the Croſs. of CnRIs T ſhould be 
made of none Effect : For the Preaching of the 

Vor. I. L Croſs; | 
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Cage is to them that periſh Fooliſhneſ, but unto us 
| which are ſaved it is the Power of God; For it is 
written, I will de deftroy. the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and 
Hes bring to nothing the Underftanding of the Prudent. 
e then inquires what is become of him: J/here is 
. iſe; where is the Scribe; 3 where i is the. | Diſputer | 
of this Warld ? He proceeds :—You ſee your Calling 
Brethren, how that not many Wiſe Men after the 
Fleſh, not many Mighty, not many Noble are called ; but 
GOD has.choſen the Fooliſh of this World to confound 
the Wi iſe; and all this, that no Fleſh. ſhould: glory in 
bis Preſence. 1 t is marvellous, and. indeed moving, 
to ſee how the Apoſtle labours for ſuch apt, ſtrong, 
and. clear Expreſſions, as may beget i in his Hearers 
a true Senſe of the Goſpel Genius, as it appeared to 
kim i in its native Keplielty z and that by ſhewing 
What it is not, as well as what it is; and how 1 3 
wiſe they muſt be qualified that underſtand it, and 
to What Kind of Diſzofition i it muſt for ever remain 
an Impenetrable Secret. It is not Knowledge, that 
is fat; Knowledge puffeth up, and the Goſpel has 
nothing to do with Puffing of any Kind: Neither is 
it 151 om ; let no Man deceive himſelf with ſuch a 
Thbught. If" any among you ſeem em fo be, wiſe in 
this World,” let him become a Foal, that he may be 
wiſe?" fo far forth however .as_ to know himſelf 
riahtly in this Particular; ; for the Wiſdom of this 
World is F ooliſhneſs with Gop; nor has it any 
Thing to do with a Party Spirit: For while one ſaith, 
1 am of Paul, and 1 V Apollos, are ye not. carnal, 
and walk as "Mem, like « other Peeople.? Nor is it a 
Diſpoſition” to judge; ; no, no more than the King- 
dom of Heaven i is Meat and Drink: It fays poſitively. 
Jul. not, he that judgeth is the LORD, judge. 
—— therefore Was the 2 untill the L ORD. 
r | N | come. 


. 5 ry 
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bam. indeed th 0 theſe Words, ib Ppirituai 

Man judgeth all Things, yet he himſelf is | judged of no 
Aan; but the Word in the Margin, there the 

 Fruth of the Text is uſually found, ſtanding aſide; 
will give immediate Relief to this Difficulty 3 it is, 
 diſcerneth ; and then the whole Paſſage falls into this 
plain and worthy Meaning, That à Chriſtian: un- 
derſtands the worldly Man, becauſe he- ſhares with 
him in the Infirmities of his Nature ; but the worldly 
Man underſtands not the Chriſtian,” becauſe he en- 
joys no Part or Portion with him in the Mind of 

| Cunisr ; for who ſhould inſtruct him? None of 
bis erte know AION: of eee 


But e nch all this; the Goſ vel is 9 
up both of Wiſdom and Power, the of another 
Kind: Jt is tb very Power .O D unto. Salvation, 
and Wiſadam amongſi theſe that are, perfact, is the 
Apoſtle's conſtant Topic; And which, tho'.nat the 
Wiſdom of the World, vor of the Leamed of this 
World who come to nought ; Vet it is ſuch fot Ex- 
cellence, 45 Eye bath not. ſeen, nur Ear beard; nor 
bath it enter d into the Haart of meer Man. ta conceive ; 
and though ordained before. the Foundation of. the 
World for our Glory, and prepared from everlaſt- 
ing for thoſe that love Got yet none of the Wiſe 
of his World knew it; for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Loyd of a who had | 
te ee eee tt 
48 4 art; 3 1 EY 
N beinoully Gos ielents 77 5 an's,in- — 
er as a Judge, in Matters purely Divine, be- 2 
fore he be called thereunto, by being made 4 Par- 
Taker of his Grace; or, which i is the ſame, 8 | 
| L 2 to 


a 5 


* 


Crew 1 


to-mieddle with the Things of Carer! without the 
Mind of Cu Is T, may be gathered from theſe two 
Paſſages of the Old Teſtament: He ſmites the Men 
of Bethſbemeſb only for peeping preſumptuouſly into 
the Ark, and that at a Time when it was in its 
loweſt Credit; when he had given it up into the 
Hands of the Phili ines, and ſuffered himſelf; as it 
were, to become a Priſoner in. a ſtrange Land: And 
none were permitted to enter into the Holy of Holies, 
Gov's inmoſt Reſidence in his Sanctuary, but the 
High Prieft, and he but once a Vear, and then, not 
without a Propitiation. So careful is the Divine 
Mlerey to keep all at a Diſtance from his Greatneſs, 
who have not been firſt made Partakers of his Good 
neſs. | | 
87 hogry 2; 154 los. 3 04 at | 5 ae , +53 
1 mall zonchide: this/Head with: the Ace of 
Moſes; Which St. Paul takes up and applies to the 
Purpoſe. Say not in thy "Heart, Who ail aſcend 
into Heaven? As if ſublime Speculation 'could fetch 
55 him down from thence ! Nor who" ſpall deſcend into 
the Deep?" as if our Diving into the Abyſs of Gop's 
fecret Things could either bring him nearer to us, 
or us nearer to him! No, bere is yet no Goſpel— 
The faving Word is nigh"thee, even in thy Mouth, 
8 and in thy Heart; i. e. The Word of Faith, and 
whoſe immediate dung gr are one e 
Which leads me into HY WY © 
5 C0 ane 10 
The Second Thing 1 80 to binden vix. 
To ſhew, poſitively, what the End of the Command- 
ment 55=It i is no other than Charity out of "a fare 
| Heart,” 1 good aer er ger e. pry we e bn 


. 2 5 
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And this Solomon calls the Concluſion of the whole 
"Mi. He had before been treating of the great 
Anxiety that accompanies, all worty Purſuits, eſpe- 
cially when Men will needs perplex themſelves in 
the Intricacies' of Gop's Providence, which they can 
never find out; or the Reſearch of future Events, 
_ . which they are as unable to know, as they are to 
eſcape : He has told us too, that much Study is 
Wearineſs to the Fleſh, and that Books are \ endleſs. 
At laſt, ſaith he, Let us hear the Concluſion of the 
whale Matter. — Fear G O D and keep his. Command- 

ments, for this is the woole Duty of Man. SUE 


He that doth R icbteenſucſe. ts PE eas gien the 

| Apoſtle ; not he that can argue finely touching God 
and his Decrees ; no, nor he that can ſay unto him 
LORD, L ORD; no, nor yet he that believes, 
for the Devils can 45 that i in ſome Sort, we are told, 
and tremble too. But if any Man do the Will 
of GOD, faith our Saviour, be Hall know. of the 
Doctrine. We may talk of Gop in the Streets, and 
in the Synagogues; z, we may ſay that we know him; 
nay, we may think we are ſure of it, and yet our 
treacherous Hearts may deceive us: But hereby ue 
Tnotu that we know him, if we keep his Commandments - $ 
And this is his Commandment, that we believe on the 
Name ef the only begotten Son of GOD, and love 
one another.  Aereby ſhall all Men know that we 
are CHRsfT's Diſciples, and hereby alone can we 
aſſure our Hearts before him, As for his Works they 
are all Wonders, and ſhould ſerve to humble, and 
make us vile in our own Eyes: This is the Temper 
of Mind that muſt bring us to Gop thro CHRIST. 
In ſuch a Frame of Spirit, David delights himſelf, 

when he profeſſes not to exerciſe himſelf in great 


L 3 Matters; 
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Matters 3 uch Humility, fuch * is trul 


2 als how. fo this End Gon hike over 
Job's Ignorance; ; and to humble him the more, | 
poſeth him in the common Things of Nature. 

Declare, faith he, if thou haft Underflanding, where 
the Foundations of the Earth are faſtened, or who 
f laid the Corner Stone thereof ? How the proud Waves 
of the Sea are bounded, and the Day-ſpring knows its 
Place ? What is done in the great Deep; or where 
is the Mey where Light dwelleth ? At this he drops 
into Self abhorrence, and repents in Duſt and Aſhes; 
and this brings him immediately to Gop, when all 
his boaſted Integrity and Self- righteouſneſs could 
not doit, All this is Goſpel, which leads us from 
the Sight of our own Ignorance, not only to Re- 

pentance, but to Charity and mutual Forbearance : 
For what are our Abilitięs beyond theirs with whom 
>, © we ſo fiercely contend ? They are untoward in their 
> Apprehenſions ; and who i is not, that is out of Cha- 
zity ? They are in the Dark; and upon whom, pray, 
hath the Light ſhined? And till then all religious 

; Diſputes are but like a haſty Contention in the Dark, 
1 where each Man Hurts himſelf and his Neighbour, 
and nothing is gained but Miſchief on any Side. 
We act herein as if the End of the Commandment ; 

had been Quarrelling, and then truly it could. Not 

have been better anſwered ; but if its E nd be Charity, 

| every. angry Diſpute puts the Point in Debate to k 

7 deſperate End, As Gon has concluded all Men 
under Sin, that his Mercy might paſs upon all; ſo he 
ſeems to have concluded all Men under a Donne of 
e that their Mercy might paſs freely to each 
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other, 
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pst indus Iu ny FS POD Ms to: 
impoſe” his Opinions and Determinations: upon his 
Fellow Chriſtians? What is neceſſary, is here. 
brought to afingle, and to every Man, an intelligible, 
Point; it is Charity. Secure but this, and let the 
Diſputer of this World argue about the reſt at _ 
Pleaſure ; Aa ITN it en us not. 
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| nd Eupener Solomoit's Advice _ hi con- 

ſrued into a Goſpel Senſe; for be ſure he cannot 
caution us from being over good, it muſt be here. 
Be not Righteous over much, neither make thyſelf over 
wiſe ; why. fhoulde/i thou deſtroy thyſelf ?* Since Sh | 
making too nice an Inquiſition into Things purpeſe- 
ly placed beyond our Reach, we plunge” ourſelves 
into Gulphs and Quick-ſands, into Doubts and Un- 
certainties, which will not ſo ſurely advance our 
mne as e our Smet tie 8 

e Way of Salvation Gon has mis; to: re- | 

a in all thoſe that do but ſincerely aſk it: Af 
then and ye Hall receiue; and that in ſuch a Pro- 
portion as Gon ſees to be moſt expedient for us. 
Our very Ignorance may be, by Grace, improved 
into greater Degrees of Humility, and all our Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge can carry us no higher than to 
Perfection of Charity; ſo that, by both, the ous oe 
the Goſpel may be SP anſwered. 144% 


Let it then: be our cred; and. Sri Care, ſo 
A to ſubmit our Ignorance in the Things of 


"yo that are n ſecret from in; and wiſely to im- 
- prove. 


18% 


prove our Knowledge in what is revealed , that ay 
yell by the Obſcurity of the one, as by the Guid- 
ance of the other, we may, at length, be brought 
to conform all our Imagihations to choſe plain and 
unqueſtionable Duties of Piety and Obedience.— 
He hath ſhewed thee, Q Man, what is goad, faith the 
Prophet; and what" elſe doth the LORD require 
of these? Other Things he hath kept ſecret; from 
us; ar at leaſt we owe their Diſcovery: to our on 
Curioſity, and have our Labour only as a Recom- 
nce for our Pains : For who required this at our 
ands.? But theſe Duties of Love to Gon, and 
Charity towards each other, he hath ſhewed us 
plainly, in a duplicate Writing, both in the Goſpel 
and on our Hearts; and theſe therefore he will 
ſtrictly require of us; even to love Mercy, and te 
wall humbly with ey GOD: TI POTION 
ged., 


Tet 25 all our bend a. nd Caries 10 our 
Labour and Study, end here: For this alone we ſhall 
find, at the Laſt Day, to be the true Wiſdom 

that will be juſtified of all her Children. For every 
good Word, and every good Work; all holy De- 
ſires, and all juſt Counſels, will neceſſarily and con- 
ſtantly flow from an Heart thus ſanctified with the 
Fear of Gon, and the Love of our Neighbour ;: On 
theſe two hang all the Law and the Prophets, and 
on the ſame bleſſed and Chriſtian Tempers muſt we 
all depend that hope to _ MY Re err _ 


u to come. AY 


The Time will one Day come, when, as it is ſaid 

in the Revelation of St. Fohn, The Myſtery of GOD 

Hall be 4 * all thoſe precipus hidden wei 
| | a 


! 
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ſhall be dilcloſed, that av birherto laue 7 
any _ 9 8 Earth. * | 


of 


But any . in Man to haſten the . 
chro Science or Sagacity, is really more abſurd than 


the old Fewih Notion, of making Mint, and 
Aniſe, and Cummin, go for Judgment, Mercy, and 


Faith. Let Gop's Appointment ſuffice us in all 


Things ; ; and he has promiſed, that tho we #now but 


in Part, and propheſy in Part, yet that we ſhall know, 


even as we are known; tho we ſee now but darkly, as © 
in a Glaſs, we ſhall ſee Face to Face; we ſhall ſee him 
as he is, to whom all Things are naked and open; 
and by him be made Partakers of that Glory which 


| ſhall hereafter be revealed in all thoſe in whoſe 


Hearts Charity is now ſhed abroad thro' the Love 


of Gop, which is in CyrisT JEsus our Logp; 
to whom with the Father and Holy. Spirit, be 


13 &c. Amen, 


E. 
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Vari + every Man, at bis bet word jp engen | 
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| Il GO da fully cattle e chiefly 
| hinders Mankind from feeking after 
thoſe better Things that are/above, is 
the ready Hope they entertain of find- - 
2 ing Satisfaction from the en 
of the \g00d Thing that are en 


1 * 223 . 
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I ſhall therefore 40 a al Work in ee 


to remove this general Miſtake, and to take up this 
Stumbling- block out of our Way; and, in ſtrict Con- 


formity to the Doctrine of the Text, labour to cutoff 
all ſuch groundleſs Hopes, by proving from Facts, 
and as Things now ſtand, that this Aſſertion of the 
Eſalmiſ is ſtrictly true; and that every Nan liuing, 
at his beſt Eftate, is altogether Vanity. For we 
need not ſearch Hoſpitals, nor pick out, here and 
| *R the moſt calamitous Part of Mankind to find 
nſtances of human Frailty; we ourſelves, with all 

Digs | _ 


3 

our vaunting, are N ſuffcient. The Infirmi- 
ties of our Nature ſtick cloſe to us all; mild the Va- 
nity of our Actions evince, that 2 is np 5 of u us 


L — from this 2 ce 


8 ir Childbood 2 h Fe 4 4 
or; ; our Youth too, but Folly and Madneſs; and 
our riper Age leads us on but to more ſerious and 
more anxious Trifles ; and before we grow wiſe. we 
grow old, and dote, and die. a 5 


nh fad Childhood ends our Life ; and, which is 
worſe, the Weakneſs of this ſecond Childhood 
begins to ſhew itſelf, before the Infirmities of the fiſt 
are well got over; and, withqut Reſpite | or Deliver- 

ance,. we naturally revolve into that helpleſs State 
from whence we began, and from whence we juſt be- 
fore ſprang forth. ' In. treading the little Circle of this 
-vain Life, we ſoon. come up again with the Evils 
from whence we fain would fly; and, towards the 
Concluſion of it, find we have all to go over again, 
dut the Pleaſure and Innocence of our firſt Vears; ſo 
that we become a mere ö to ; ourſelves, and to 
5. that are about us. 

* we AD not A 4 Nan ee the "IG 
Stages of his Life to ſee how they all agree in this, 
that they are fooliſh and vain: For though Man ap- 
pears, in ſome Lights, a Creature moſt fickle and 
changeable, unſteady in all his Motions, and a very 
Contradiction to himſelf; yet, amidſt all this Differ- 
ence of outward Circumſtance, he is really all of a 
Piece, and entirely conſiſtent; in that his Indiſcre- 
tions and Weakneſſes, his Follies and Infirmities, 


ben Cloſe to his, Nature, and _— him through 


112 every 


evety Stage, every N of this vain Life... They 
change indeed their Objects perpetually, but they re- 
tain ſtubbornly War. N and W to e 
| very t R 1 5 20 1 5 80 
c | < 

But, Wanaent, this we mall n not ges! But ky 2 
Man in his greateſt Advantages, and ſhew him in his 
beſt Light; inveſt him with all his real, or even his; 
| imaginary, Splendor ; ſuppoſe him as ſtrong and rich, 
as wiſe and virtuous too, às he knows how to make 
himſelf; yet even then he is but what Nature made 
him, frail, impotent, and fooliſh : For what is our 
boaſted Wiſdom, but Folly of à particular Make! 
What is all our Reaſon and Knowledge, but a Fa- 
culty of trifling with a better Sort of Decorum, and 
no more | Whatever human Wit can advance, hu- 
man Wit can deſtroy; whatever human Learning 
can build up, n e can n — 
——— L210 fu en eee ee 
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aſia true is it . Man e in a Pers — 
and diſquiets himſelf in vain. Verily every Man li- 
ving, however qualified by Nature, however dignified 
| or diſtinguiſhed by Arts of his own Invention; not 
only when he is new come into the World, or 2 
leaving of it ; not only in ſome Efforts of Folly, oc-" 
caſionally pros ches: but in his beſt Eſtate; When his 
Body and his Mind are at the higheſt Pitch of Per- 
fection, and his Fortune anſwerable to both; even 
then, not only as to Externals, which all grant to be 
tranſitory and uncertain ; but as to the higheſt' and 
moſt noble Endowments of the Mind, even as to theſe 
too he is altogether Vanity; ſo as in no one Part of 
what he has, or what he is, to be able to find Refuge, 
vrhen purſued either by the Infirmity of his Nature, 

5 | | * 


[ 174] 

ot the unaccountable Diſquietneſs of his Soul. Vi. 
rig every Man living is altigether Vanity ! Were we 
to trace him through all thoſe Things which we 
call Advantages, and give them but a ſtrict Exami- 
nation, we ſhould ſee, in all, the Truth of the Aſ- 
ſertion, and that Vanity and Wretchedneſs lie Turking 
at the © mT of erg e of his cn wed 


hone highly ſhould 8 Qonfderatiah bays us, 
poor Chriſtians, value the Giſts of Gon's good Grace, 
beyond any Thing thac N 1 or e or e e 
can allow: * us! | 


iD Saint content 12 „lere * Sie er 
the Mats of Vanity, that encompaſſes our miſerable 
Nature on every Side, ſome one Particular to open 
and to expoſe: And as the Goods of Fortune are ge- 
nerally uppermoſt i in our Thoughts and Affections, 
I ſhall give them the wa of geren firſt tried 
g : ond demned. "$15 SEALS. + „ 2 4# 


- Mais the Goods of 8 ate e proved == in 
that they are ſuch : For hat is Fortune, in our or 
dinary Notion, but Chance and Caſualty; what may 
be otherwiſe than it is; what's expoſed to Contin- 
geney, the Power of croſs Accidents, and indeed we 
know not what. Now, though not Chance, but Pro- 
vidence really govern theſe Things; though Gon 
over-looks and directs all; yet ſince his Diſpoſal for 
the future is to us uncertain, and we are no more aſ- 
ſured: that theſe Things fhall continue, than if they 
Lame by mere Chance, therefore the Matter is not 
nded at all hereby to us, if we reſolve to ſet up our 

t here, and put our Truſt in theſe „ 


tus 


| If indeed we make Gov. 1 then whatever 

happens ſhall work together for our Good: But this 

is no Credit to the Goods we are ſpeaking of; that we 
muſt fly, from, them. before we can find any Refuge, 


ſition to ſandify them to our Uſe. and Advantage, we 
tacitly confeſs that, of themſelves, they cannot help: 
They haye that little Stability and Comfort we - 
find in them, from ſomething beſides themſelves :; In 
their own Nature, and leaving Go. eras the 
moſt perfect and unmix'd Vanity chat 
. : to no $000, an um on 1 vio 778 
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But a _ Mili o more particular.———lLet us view 
theſe Goods of Fortune under their ſeveral Denomi- 

nations of Wealth, Honour, and Friends: Fot theſe 
laſt I take Leave to place here alſo, not without Reve- 
rence to that Friendſhip which is only an Exerciſe of 
Virtues, if there be any ſuch; but only in reſpect of 
our ordinaty Friendſhips, enn are entirely often- 

en and e ne the Creatures of Chance. 


5 6 n ii : eee 10 ak vans 


3 


ndr then: thi natural Tendeney of the 
Things, and we ſhall ſoon find that: they regularly 
and ordinarily bring forth in us, as their genuine 
Fruit, theſe two following Tempers of Mind; and 
then judge of ge ng when by theit Fruits ye 
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5 Then, they: ouks) ies proud and; pies 
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II. They, fix. our Affections on ch and 
thereby utterly deſtroy our Reliſh and Deſite ſor 

: e Ree 8 | 


; i 


vo, +: 2 


en jon 29350 1115 FOE 90 


2 certain Idea of 
which we pride ourſelves, and "feaſt our Fancy with 


it: 169 


On sse ef which Patticlars F hope: th falle ſeve⸗ 
tal 'ufeful- (tn mortifying) Reflections: For if Riches 


and Hondurs" are to be tank'd amongſt thoſe many 
Tings thiat increaſe Vanity, what is a Man the bet- 
rer for them? Ihaſmüch as they naturally and regu- 
larly incline their Pöſſeſſors to be proud and pityleſs, 
which'is'the firſt Work they are diſpoſed to do upon 

us. And this is the very Nature of theſe Things, 


and that which ' makes them valuable in our Eyes. 
We would be proud ahd pltylefs, that we ffüglit de 


delivered thereby from Fear and Shame; and. atcord- 
ingly they make us look down with Scorn and Diſ- 
dain upon thoſe that are not adorned with the ſame 


gaudy Trappings as ourſelbes; they ingenerate in us 
tnefs and Mag gntficence, in 


the Admiration of our own Grandeur, with the ſame 


Kind ef Vatiry't as a Peacock diſplays his Train. 


$2 Di 9 nd 11 h 
4 We look. pon auriilves; weeerfberaciad; ne 
another Kind-of Creatures; diſtinguiſſied from the or- 


dinary Herd of Men; great and almoſt God - like; 


when All is but, Sew and Paint; gilded Vexation, 


and high - coloured Vanity: We are puff d up, and 


ſwell, and, under the Power uf this Tumor, 1 


lofty Thoughts ee ew. Merits | ir! 
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Hence, of Confequerite, we 10 to menen 
others, and become at once uncharitable: Hence we 


learn to prefer every little Convenience of our own, 


before our inferior Neighbour's Life or Safety; when 
perhaps Gon ſees more in thoſe who are contemned 


on account of low Life, as the modern Phraſe i is, than 


in ſome who are moſt highly exalted in earthly Urn- 


18 Soy eſtimates not after the Manner * Men; 


what 
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= C 17 
what i is highly eſteemed amongſt them, he has decla - 
red to be Abomination in his 25 All Things are 
naked and open before him; he penetrates into our 
moſt ſecret Thoughts, and diſcovers the moſt retired 
Receſſes of our Hearts: And when he enters into 
Judgment with his Servants he ſhall take the . | 
up out of the Duſt, and claſs bim above e 1 


Ie; is therefore the moſt idle Thing we can be THT ] 
of, to bear ourſelves high upon account of any Pre- 
eminence of Fortune; which, ſimply conſidered, is as 


far removed from Excellence of any . it is 
ow Goodneſs itſelf. ro af ode aide boa 


- Happier, much vice we, if, ge theſs an, n 
tages of Fortune, we remember yet the Equality of 
our Nature; and conſider that we roſe the other 
Day from the ſame Level with the meaneſt Mortal, 
ande in a few Days more, ml fall as low again. b 


1010 up, 0 ye Rich and 3 into the Clouds, 
and ſee your Likenefs there! Behold the Rainbow 
falls like the reſt of the Cloud from which it comes, 
and in which it is; tho' it has an additional Beauty, 
which that wants, it will fall however, and then it is 
no more than ordinary Rain: There is nothing in it 
but a ſplendid Appearance, a gay Reflection, a little 
dazzling Paint, which will ſoon be loſt and gone, and 
then all is gone that diſtinguiſhed ; it; it loſes its Pre- | 
rogative, and, in falling, end like the common 4 

Thus i it is Lui al Mankind, * Shaw 8 
by the Privilege of their Situation, they may make for 
a Time, yet, when they fall to the Ground with : 
their Brethren, all Diſtinctions of this Kind ceaſe. 

Vol. I, | M Hence 
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Hence may were how foo lilli it is to b by 
ſuch Things and upon ſuch: Accounts; bow unjuſt 
the Cuntempt of any whom Gop has made lixe our- 
ſelves though Fortune has a little diſtiriguiſhed us. 
How much wiſer would it be to behave modeſtly i in 
the; Miüſt of Honour; moderately in the Midſt of 
Affluenoe; howſibver lich and great, to remember 
day that we are but Nen. Ftp 
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B Mi io be of che een Evils. and Vanities 
too of:theſe Goods of Fortune, that though they nei- 
ther profit: nor ſatisfy, yet they are apt to puff up; 
and this they have agreeable to their Nature, for they 
are but Air; notwithſtanding they are conſidered. as 
Man's bet Eftzre,” though they actually diſpoſe, him 
to "forget 'his Mortality, and d 9255 the en 5 

beprs d it both: \ de Man, But, ne 


4 
_ 


80140 „ Another Milthief of them is 60 which vives. 
farther Teſtimany to their Vanity) that they naturally 
engage ioc fix our Aﬀeclions abs a eo, bo:the. 
utter e of beter . agar 


And this is 2 great Ell, if we 1 3 351 17 
we ml Ape hence; and leave this preſent, World, 
with all nes to it, and that not aſter any con- 
fiderable | 5 Leng of Time, but. within, a ſew Near at 
the : fartheſt, Now, he a with the greateſt Advan- 
tage in in this unavoidable. Circumſtance of human Na- 
ture, who is moſt diſengaged and free, and has but 


pe to _— with, that _ occaſion ng age 12 


* a" 1 7 
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- 30 kane 105 diy will ka he N wee 1 
been uſed Bru Mage ne * 
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to fe LEA in Lo, 80 of his F aftdites how. hard 


will it be to perſuade ſuch Men; that it is nb Evil to 


be equalled at laſt with the Beggar that now ſtands 


before their Door, or periſhes for Want upon tlie 
Dunghill to n my are abu . 


The young Man i in * Goel, thoogh,s as r 


Saviour told him, not far from the Kingdom of Gon, 


yet when he was commanded to ſell all, and follow a 


ſuffering Maſter, one that had not where to lay his 


Head, went away ſorrowful, for he was very: rich; he 


could not quit his worldly Intereſt in Poſſeſſion, for 
heavenly. Freafures in Reverſion only,” though all 


the reſt of Gov's Precepts he had kept from bis 


| Lace And upon this our Saviour obſerves] how hard 


it was for a Rich Man to enter into the Kingdom ot 


Ll 


Gon; i. e. into the State of the Goſpel, (fon ſo the 


Phraſe ſign : ſies) as it then was in a poor and deſtitute 
Condition, ſo that it was only poſſible with. Gon. 


He. muſt engage his. Omnipotence to conquer the 


Difficulty, to detach his Heart from its Earth, and lift 


up OR to, enn, and Reliſh” of heavenly 


] * 5 Ec) ts? F. "2 ; 
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| Now, tho? Ach Time Men e enter into the King: 
dom of CuRTs x, i. e. are made outward Members of 
the Church upon eaſier Terms as to the Affairs of 
this Life, yet to make a Part of Cunxisx'8 inviſible 


Body, can be purchaſed at no lower Rate than an 


Aptneſs and Readineſs to reſign every earthly Thing 
when it ſhall pleaſe Gop to call for them, or when 
the intereſt 1 ny ob ama WR it 1 5 
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This . prove * 85 Taſk to the Well-en- 
dowed for it is the Witchcraft of all Things here 
below, that though they perplex, and trouble, and ſa- 
tisfy not, yet they enamour us; we love them, tho” 
they hurt us; and tho! we are not pleaſed with having 
been deceived, yet; after every Interruption, we haſten 
again to the Deceiver. We find every new Acquiſi- 

tion, like the former, vaniſh in the Fruition; and that 
our Time is as tedious and our Life as uneaſy when 
we have, as when we have not: But they are no ſoon- 
er removed but we haſten towards them again, and, 
by NE, wed recover their Luftre i in our EPS: 


i Like thoſe Meters this ſhine by Reſiediion, give 

dem their proper Diſtance and due Poſition, they are 

glorious and bright: If you come up with them you 

have nothing but an unwholſome-V apour; the Beau- 
ty's gone, and all that invited you loſt, till you recede 

again; and then, if the Matter tarry long enough, 

and continue as it was, the lovely Appearance re- 
| TROP _ and are e 1 0 to be WN deluded. 


This ü juſt hs Cale of all we Wine nd ae 
of all we doat on; tis all nothing i in Fruition, yet 
give it the Advantage of a proper ' Diſtance, and im- 
mediately it becomes "amiable, and ſtrongly excites 
our Deſires. Happy we, if we could ſee the Cheat 

once for all, and never ſtir 1 in Herre * 
| Ln Re _ ok ppotned 1 0 


WE eaſily might we kw this Word; i if we did 
but prize it as it deſerves; but we are entertained, 
from Time to Time, with golden Dreams; and tho“ 
| when we come to handle and enjoy, we ſtill awake 


5 and find nothing but 9 yet, when the next 
„ 27 2 8 Dream 


1 
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f Bam comes, we are in the fas Condition Kill, 
| catch at the e and are again deceived. jb 

What can cure e this Diſtemper in the Soul? No- 
; thing ſo ſurely as thoſe ſharp Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence, which. ſnatch away theſe Deceits, of the 
World; and, by reducing to a low Condition, take 
off that Varniſh which deceives the Eyes of the Lof- 


ty, and hinders them from judging the Thing that is 


right. The Eye, looking up out of a Place of Dark- 
neſs, beholds the Stars at Noon Day, which are ut- 
terly hidden to thoſe who ſtand in the glaring Light | 
of the Sun; which great Ruler of the Day, though 
he ſhew all that is below himſelf, yet is ren 
for hiding all that i e,, 
' However, PL Things my appear, it is our 
Intereſt to force our Feet from this Clay, this thick 
Clay; which, without ſome Violence, will be tena- 
cious enough to hold us here, and bind us in its miry 
Shackles, ſo that we ſhall be unfit to march when the 
e n ſhall call us forth, 5 e e 
"In "what, a th 8 are they, 8 
| amid the Care of diſpoſing, getting, or keeping; 
amidſt the Buſineſs and Hurry of Diſpatch, and the 
many Concerns and Anxieties of an extenſive For- 
tune, have ſcarce Leiſure even to die; which, not- 
withſtanding, to do like a Chriſtian, js perhaps the 
| 97; End for which y we were N 5 wa 
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or neluli ion from the whole, 


But to draw towards a 


Ot all theſe Goods of Fortune together then, it 
may be affirm'd, That they are utterly. unable to help, 
My or 
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or remove, any of the great Evils Fleſh and Blood is 
* e de | 


Who can briks a Diſcaſe with Money ? Or « fright 
away Difafters with 2 ſwelling Title? And when 
Gow's Hand lies heav upon us, what can a thouſand 


Friends do but incloſe our Bed, and Liſturd it with 


their Lamentations | ” 


11 Gov be leaked to wound our Conkcience'; to 
puniſh our Spirit with gloomy Thoughts and diſmal 
Reflections; what profits it then that we can lie up- 
on a Bed of Down, as gaudily incloſed and covered 
as we can imagine, if we muſt not reſt there? Will 
theſe Things bring ſo much as Slumber to our Eyes? 
Much leſs will they quiet our diſtracted Minds. Our 
Senſes then deteſt theſe vain Delights, when Gop's 
Ain: ſick an in us, and his Hand preſes ys fore. 


Our Friends 1 75 we might MED moſt from; but : 
how ineffectual often i is what they can ſay, even tho 
they admoniſh ever ſo prudeptly. The Diſtempers 


of out Minds, as well as Bodies, make us nauſcate all | 


Medicine, all Nouriſhment, and render the beſt Ad- 
vice and Counſel mere Nonſenſe and impertinence: 2 
For it is Gop that afflicts, Fo Shia then Help us? 


None * himſelf. 2 : 8 0 


TH 7.5 


1 


7 Kant. All theſe ne. — for a — — 
the Place where they were ſhall know them no more. 
They are all temporary as ourſelves, or worſe; no- 
a of them remaining long, but that Regret and 


Dif- 


PR. . 
* „ 


JL 183 15 
Diſquiet, that Guilt in the Enjoyment of them has 
brought upon our Souls. Theſe Conſiderations may 
ſerve to ſatisfy us, that Man at his beſt Eſtate, as to 
theſe Externals, ſurrounded. with Riches, cloathed 
with Honours, encompaſſed with Friends, is Joh, 4 in 
all theſe mene, * W i 


And now, may Gop grant that neither the . | 
dor of any Thing that is great, nor the Conceit of 
any Thing that is good. in us, may any ways with-. - 
draw our Eyes from looking upon ourſelves as ſinful 
Duſt and Aſhes, and this through the Humility of thy 
Son Jesvs CRRIST our Lord ; to whom with thee 
and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribgd „Sc. Amen. 
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. Man 3 is ; like to Vanity. "Bis Den are as. 4 2 
tbat paſſeth away. 


: * HATEVER may be md i 8 : 

ment of the Goods of Fortune; .how- 

5 | ever true it is that Riches, and Honours, 
and Friends fail us in the Day of our 

Diſtreſs; yet ſurely the Goods of the 

Body will afford us ſome valuable Conſolation; Health 
and Strength, and Beauty, are Advantages upon which 
| Hope i in this Lon, _ reaſonably be RO; „ 


Ii way tot Veal wh y ie bal Strength of 
; theſe Pretenſions, and ſee a little what Sort of a | 
Figure Man makes when in Poſſeſſion of theſe Goods 
of the Body; and, upon Examination, we ſhall find 
them prove” like the reſt 'of his Accompliſhments, 
good for little; and that he has nothing really by 
Nature, either within or without, that can exempt 
n from the Cenſure of the Text: He is like a 
Thing 


L x86] 


a and his Time, to which theſe 
e no. 


e need be botiandyin my 
View ue N IN 3 
pt Kingdom of Heaven; ; een. the Spirit ever 
humbles before he exalts; empties before he fills; 
and cuts off every Hope in this Life, before he gives 
any Aﬀuranceof its being fed to Life Eternal. 


And indeed the Nature of the Thing requires 
ſuch Manner of Proceeding ; for none are able to 
ſee the Value of- thoſe Heavenly Promiſes that Gop 
| has made to Mankind in his Son, but thoſe who are 
diſpoſed to forſake all, that they may follow him. 
For which Reaſon T make it my Buſineſs, on every 
Occaſion that fairly offers, to depreciate, and fink 
in Our Eſteem, the Valye of every earthly Thing; 
affuredly knowing, that if our Hearts be joived by 

Love to the Things of the World, we cannot an- 

ſwer the Call of Gop, or come unto Cauzisr to be ü 
ſaved, who fills anly 2 Hungry 335 n T ot 
5 but the. Rich he ſends empty Way. 


2 * Let us s then, thus minded, — — the 1723 be- | 
fore us, and examine, with Freedam, the Value of 
thoſe Good: 2 in e c e 887 
. BY +: 


"at bs np. 1 * — 


dur on, than any Thing Fortune pretends to be 


. ow ; ** make a Part of our natural r 


ments, and r ſuperior Care and Solicitude to 
embelliſh 
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embelliſh thin, 1 545 thoſe of the Mind, we 
ſhew we efteem them- the beſt we have: Notwiths | 

| ſtanding they cannot eſcape the Cenſure of the Text 5 
for they are with Man, and all his Endowments, like 
unto Vanity; and indeed never more ſo 3 | 


e Tr nn. and molt truſted-in ne 


SSL * 52 2 
5 l 


Nor can ĩt eee 3 for if the Baby itſelf be 5 
ſuch as it is, ſo ſubject to Croſſes and Miſeries, Dif- 
caſes and Death, we cannot with any Reaſon expect 
that what belongs to it ſhould be exempt from its 
Diſaſters. It is of ſo mort Continuance, ſo fading | 
and ſo uncertain, that it is'Folly to hope or truſt in 
any Advantage it poſſeſſes: It periſhes every Day, 
and tho? it does renew itſelf, yet it is ſtill with Diſ- 
advantage ; we recover not ſo much as we loſt; we 
bear ſtill our Fate about us, and die, even becauſe 
we live. 1 in 8 735 er of CO we are in 


3 
* 


BY 
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WW, e cannot n iy l Meaſure of Peat | 
tion in a Being, whoſe very Nature is a Contradic- 
tion to Being: For, are not our Bodies in à perpe- 
tual Change ? Where ſome Parts go away, and 
others come into their Places, and the enen | 


9 COR Moment. 185 ee eee 


| W. e, in the mean Time, fancy urge perma- 
nent 29 firm; the ſame T o-day we were Yeſter- 
day: For the Change i is inſenſible, and we Joſe our- 


ſelves we froth not t HOW, nor when. ER TOs 


5 * * $ * 
a + 2 nnd 


We paſt away, 28 the Text 0 üs, te a Sha 
23 and that we perceive not to alter as it goes, 


* hut, at laſt we 251 that it has gone, gained a new 
Place, 


K* 
* 
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5 Face, and y 1 ole Thus 5 Jo. 
_ _clines ſwiftly, and our Day is ſhort; and yet we 


know not that it is ſo till it is gone, and leaves us 


Weakneſs and Grief, Repentance and Sorrow for 


© what is paſt, and Fear for what is yet to come. 
This is the Fruit of our Nature, this is the Recom- | 


NC eee pede: bs. 


r. ä #2 8 
Os Life is like: a Summer's. Swen; he old 


| Water paſſeth away, and new comes in its Place, 


but ſtill leſs than before; till, at length, by unheeded 


= Degrees, the Stream q uite dries up, and leaves the 
| Channel 3s thinly as in Neighbour Earth. | 


35 Thus, to we ring our Years to an End, even 
e ee e a | 


: 


© But that. we by ſee the Takes of the Body more 


diſtindty ; ; let us conſider the ſeveral Advantages of 
it pe * . * ee are theſe 1923 


es wh of which I 15 . a few Oban. 


tions in their Order. 


And firſt, for Health. This 3 is ed the F. oun- 
dation. of all our other Enjoyments ; ; that; without 
which our Life is but a continual Death ; and there- 
fore if in any Part of our corporeal Nature, in this 


we might have Hope. But nothing can be more 


uncertain, nothing more unſettled than this: A little 


Hleat, or a little Cold; an Ague or a F ever, or al- 
moſt any Thing deſtroye it. How i is it hurt by our 
own Intemperance; and how many have utterly 


* 


V 


a 
Y 


s ha 


tug) 


deſtroed i it by that which they eſteemed its choiceſt 
Fruit, a Power it gives them of indulging themſelves. 


And this indeed is common to all bodily TRI 
. that har OY Wie own F oundation. ; 


When we 8 to enjoy them more el ** 
nary, we ceaſe to enjoy them at all; and then what, 
in this. Particular, can make us bappy, when an 
Exceſs of this we call Happineſs makes us wretch- 
ed; and too much Pleaſure, beſides the Sin of it, turns 
to > Nauſeouſneſ "Ru RO itſelf F , 


=» 
* 
LOS 


För . is ee 18 a ths elende 


Enjoyment of what we call Good? And what is a 


more conſtant Seminary of Diſeaſe than that? Thus 


we eat and drink for Enjoyment, and periſh by it; 


we ruin our Body by pampering it; and whilſt we 
reap the Fruit of Health, we injure or deſtroy the 
very Root of it. The Happineſs therefore that can 
ariſe from this Quarter can be but little; but who can 
engage even for that little? For Diſtempers are the 
Fault of our Nature, as well as ourſelves or our 


Vices; and tho we hoes not es] in tus! Kind, 


3 


yet We die. 25 5 „„ * 


— 


Fee ts all thoſe 3 
ſeek their Conſolation from ſenſual Delights, which 
ſtand upon ſo ſlight a Baſis as bodily Health; Which 


when they riſe too high, and preſs too hard upon it, 


firſt ſhrinks under its own Burden, and, at length, 
an under . Weight a its own \Produftions” SHES 


Whithet de ſhall we Abe, if we thus gal Ng 
ſelves !/ Or what Refuge can we take in 4 Body. 
| whoſe Wounds' and Weakneſſes are in Itſelf? Let 

n a he er ob ex- 5 


"ob 
3 7 
a 
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external. Evils ſpare us, as much as we e could defire, 
yet how: ſhall we provide againft innate Miſery ? 
How Except wre could change our Nature, and 
make that firm and ſtable which the . 405 has 
farmed: to'a rene Flux and Inconſtaney. 


8 Had we 7 to EE this Matter 1 it 
might be demonſtrated that bodily Health is not ca- 
pable of making any Creature happy; nay, it would 
not have ſo much as a Place in our Underſtandings, 
were it not for Sickneſs and Pain, which not only 

+ illuſtrate, but give it its very Being. It might be 
ſhewn, likewiſe; that if its Nature were never ſo: ex- 
cellent, yet that we ſcarce ever have it in Perfection: 
And chat if we had, ſlill the Advantage of it would 
be loſt in that Series of Diſcontent and Diſturbance 
of Mind, that owe Accidents ate NINE bring- 


AS * 7 N 


Thi is . is „ 10 to convince 1 us ef the Va- 
nity of this. beſt . of bodily: Perfections,” and niake us 
ſincerely confeſs, That. there is no gem "un; 
"OP thou, O LOR Ds have ag _ us. 

PAS 

Is Goo alewens is my Health and my "Rang. ie 
is the Rock of my Might, N eee en; 
tort Haut and Salvation. eee . 


Let us now, in a the ſeuond ee a View of; 


© A TY t 
e Fg 
„ 2 # 


» oo EW 


that other bodily Good, Strength. Now this Ac- | 
— compliſhment, one Ki think, noone would value 
themſelves bighly upon, were it only that the Brute 
Creation have it in a greater Meaſure than Mankind. 
The Elephant o or r Whale are a ſufficient Diſgraceto . 


human Fo orce, and a Bar to all his Confidence i in this 
Par- 


Ti 795 1 | 
Paiticular: bares was A Eind of Sear W kuman 


Nature, when Gbp' bid 7% gird himſelf with that 
Strength, of which he Had foi inconſiderable a Po 


cee S lie „ V 

Tf strength were to be the Ciitetion of T ty 
Dominion, Man, inſtead of being Lord « over Gop's 
Works, wauld be reduced to a State of Servitude to 
almoſt all of them, being more inconſiderable in this 
Particular, than moſt Creatures of the ſame Bulk with | 
us; as if Gop deſigned, by this ſmall Portion, to con- 
vince us, that this was not to be our Excellence; And 
if, after this plain Admonition, we boaſt and mipnify 
 ourſe]yes on its Arcount, we contradict palpably the 
Temper of dur 8 and the Dilpolition of our 
Creator. 5 

"Whatever, WE, we may. be i ig ns Things 
in this we Gy ate 1 . | 


” + & * 1 
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Ang. yet Men are apt to pride een, in che 
ſlight Advantage of a little Diſproportion from each 
other in this Matter: And then the next Thing is to n 
put to the Trial, and if they periſh in the Experiment, 
they may thank themſelves ; ; for -who 8 this 
at their Hands: e 


11 7 
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For this is clear, that he MY has leaf 3 

is able, by Cunning, to do Miſchief ; and he that 
has moſts ,i is e ee „en. 
| Bolides that FOES t injure our SF * 
| | hinkit ourlelyes abun- 
| bean : 
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5 tage, which | is Beauty. 
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dantly able, is. no ſmall Diſparagement to the 8 | 


lification ; it being better for us at 218 * to be 
weak, than able only to do Miſchief. 


Thus is our Strength infirm ad can 5 ſome- 


80 s miſchievous alſo; add to this, that it = 
” the lighteſt bodily Diſaſter, and, in many Diſeaſes, 


acts wholly againſt its Maſter. And what a Fig igure 


does the ſtrong Man make, when a little Pain or 
| Sickneſs affixes him to his Bed, and makes him be- 
holden to others for the 1 Offices of Humanity 5 


3 + 8% 


ho "that then. ſees "24 pale, _ weak, and 
cembi ing, would fancy that they were the Creatures 
that boaſted in their e and took not Goo 


for their Confidence. | 


1 ſhall doſe this Head a 5 jut reminding you 
of the Scripture Hiſtory of Sampſon, the great 


Figure of all human Force; and let the wretched 


Conſequences of his great Strength, when the Spirit 
of the Lokp was departed from him, admoniſh us 


All to put no Confidence in this Arm of the Fleſh ; 
for in the Loxp Jenovan is © 6 here 


2 can we e truſt and never r be 4 


I come now to a the third body dane. 


6 
"= 
1 2 * 8 


It were Webac 5 that W con- 


9 i us that ſo it may be) that rational Creatures 


ſhould think highly of themſelves, fo as even to forget 
| their Dependence upon God or Man upon Acc6unt 
of that Gloſs, that Paint, that Varniſh of Mortality, 
e. is * far from ſecuring from Evil of any Kind, 

| Ty that 


[4957 

mes it pretends to no ſuch Thing. All it aims _ 
is to excite Admiration, or ſomething worſe, in the 
Beholder's Eye, and then to feed the Vanity of the 
Heart with reflecting upon this Power: So that al! 
the Care, and Trouble, and Expence that it coſts 
to prepare, to preſerve, and to ſet it forth, is all to 
be repaid, it ſeems, in the Sacrifice it makes to that 
ſelf. adoring Principle, which is the moſt baſe 20 

vicious Part of our ballen Nature. | 


But, in Truth, this Portion of hula Infirmity 
becomes ſafe under the Maſk of its own Deformity, 
and is the leſs apprehended and the leſs guarded _ 
againſt, becauſe it will not bear the Light; ; be. 
cauſe it is even too ugly to be expoſed. i . 


| "The bs therefore EEE. to abandon at once all 
Confidence in this ſhewy Perfection of the Body; 
.and turn away our Eyes that we may ſee the true 
Beauties of the Mind, which are not like this, mere 
Paint and Gloſs, but ſomething ſolid and great, that 
will bear the Teſt of ſober Judgment, and endure 
the ſevereſt Examination of Truth itſelf; that will 
exerciſe our Underſtanding, and, by exerciſing, im- 
prove and better it, which no bodily Decorum can 
do. This is that Beauty whither our Eyes and Af- 
fections ſhould be directed; and the rather, becauſe 
with Gop's Afliſtance, of this Kind we may be all 
Partakers; none need to be deformed here, but thoſs 


x who chooſe to be fo. 


Tami then thy own Pick, * thy 1 Father s HE 
7, e. The: corrupted Nature from whence thou art 
| ſprung, ſo ſhall the King have Pleaſure i in thy Beauty, 
for he is thy Lord God, and W thou him. 
Wa ; Hs N "I 


e ts es b 
* N 7 ad * * i * * 
. 
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ee 


Having thus attempted to. ſhew the Vanity of 
theſe three Goods of the Body, Health, Strength, 


and Beauty, IT ſhall now endeavour to raiſe a few 


uſeful Reflections from the whole, and have done. 


_— then 1 28 in all theſe Things, i is like | unto 
Vanity ; ; a Creature of a Day, which too paſſeth 


away like a Shadow, it may not be amiſs for him to 


view himſelf in this Glaſs of Truth, which flatters 


not, but repreſents him evil as he is. If he would 
| know, the Reality of his Nature, let him look upon 
himſelf under the Diſadvantage of a Diſeaſe, or old 


Age; Youth and Strength are apt to think theſe 


Things far from them; but this, like the reſt of their 


gay Reflections, is a Miſtake ; ; the Seeds of our De- 


ſttruction are born within us, and are actually taking 


Root there, in the very Spring and Verdure of Lite. 


All is chen fitting up only to be tumbled down again; 
| and accordingly our Souls, in a little while, become 


tired of daubing and patching up its ruinous and rot- 


ten Habitation knowing that it muſt be ſoon forced 
. out of its falling Manſion. When the Cracks of the 
Walls can no more be cemented, and the whole 


Building becomes a ruinous Heap: When, I ſay, our 
Death ſhall cure our Diſtempers; Ind ſupercede, ac- 
cording to the Proverb, the Labour of the Phyſician: 

Let us preſent that pale and ghaſtly Viſage that ſhall 
affright the ſurviving Spectators, and make them 
tremble at what themſelves muſt be: Let us preſent, 


1 fay, theſe diſmal Qualities to our yet vigorous 
Thoughts, and learn from thence, that nothing can 


be 25 that can fall thus "OMe 5 


1 us think of Po Chill which ſhall at felt . 


upon our Limbs, and take, as it 1 the Out-works | 


of 


LE = 1 [ 195 1 . 
of Nature; next aſcend to the Vitals, and there take 
the whole Fortreſs; our Spirits ever and anon turning 
Head, and diſputing every Paſs in'vain ! Alas, there 

can be no Reſcue. Corruption is its Prineiple, and 

Deſtruction is its End. Lorp, what is Man that 
thou regardeſt him! When thou takeſt away his 
Breath he ſhall die and return to his 5-4-5 where 15 5 ü 
Rerity ſhall 1 15 him. | 


Aa e mean Time he ſwells ind" vis kitmfelf 
over in one Accompliſhment or another, and raiſes 
little Tumults, and heaps up Proviſion; he diſputes " 

and quarrels, and ſometimes reaſons, but e s 
that this ſhall be his End: That all thoſe Things he 
is ſo anxious to procure ſhall be taken from him, and 
all his "Rect __ what i is in the N ſhall be 
in vain, 1 Ub 
: The Wiſe Man has bent t the . to che Ant | 
for Inſtruction, but we might ſend the over- buſy Part ; 
of Mankind to be ſchooled likewiſe by theſe eat 
Imitators of human Induſtry. We ſee them labour © 
and toil, and, with vaſt Pains and Carefulneſs,"m mid-. 
king- n for the Times that are to come; and oF 
we can ſmile at their contemptible Endeavours, and MN 
deſpiſe their anxious Care for the future, when a little 
Water might. deſtroy "a an Oy: F oot crufh „ 4 
- a to Pieces, 4. 2 . 5 
: Ws; . . 

"And * juſt i like theſe Clit we ike 

we labour and toil too but for a little Profit, and a 

deal of Trouble do we take to no Purpoſe at all; fo 
that were ſuperior Beings to look down upon the buſy _ 
| | FOR , 2 ap muſt conclude that Goo had taken away 


$ 02 


— » 


J 


| n a6 left en foil for Trifles that 
Ou I ne 


* 
% . 
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rable Defires, could their Objects continue as long as 
aurſelves; but in a moderate Age we outlive our 
Taſte, and could ſometimes with for Death before bw; 

comes, though it larry not. | | 


This Sunſbine that ſo DOE us for a a NY | 
the Light of which it is ſo pleaſant for the Eyes 
to behold, does not laſt out to the End of our ſhort 
Day, but is almoſt ever under a Cloud; and if it be 
not, it ſcorches oftener than it agreeably warms us. 
Nothing hits us exactly; we are all diſtemper d; 
Life itſelf is a Diſeaſe; and no Change of Place, or 
Condition, can in anywiſe mend our Caſe, for in our 
Nature is the Root of our Diſcontent: In vain there- 
fore we fly the Stroke, when the Arrow ſticks faſt i in 
dur Side; in vain we ſhun the infected Place, when 
the Malignancy circulates in our Veins. Our Bodies, 
to which theſe Things belong, are ever changing, and 
i, vently our Inclinations and Affections muſt 
5 change with them; and then what gan an be excellent, 
what worthy our Concern, that is lodged under the 
Influence of ſuch a Compound of Fray and e 
. | 5 
In ſhort; our mn Body! is a nat Fe ountain 
of Diſquiet; it perpetuates Diſſatisfaction; it enſlaves 
the Soul, and makes our Life all troubleſome and 
. ER ; and We 920 our od aculties to labour i in vain. 
Thus Man r in a vain 3 SEE diſquiets 
himſelf for — He hunts for * Pleaſure, but 
| finds | 


[ 197 155 
finds it not; wh, in its Stead, W 5 and an unin- 
terrupted Chain of Diſappointment. _ . © 


| _ Gop grant that theſe Conſiderations may incline 
us to look out for ſome better Habitation ; that when 
this earthly Tabernacle ſhall be diflolved, we may be 
cloathed upon with that Houſe from Heaven, which is 
the Gift of Gop, through Jesus CRHRISπ our Loxp; 
and to whom therefore, with the F ather and Holy 


Spirit, be aſcribed, Sc. Amen. 
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The L 0 R D knoweth the Thoughts of Man, If 


: 1 + * 9 


1 are Va 99; WR Yon = | 
RM 

, IP „ be Ks for 5 if bis 5 

i ſtood as much of himſelf, it would be 
A of more Uſe to him than all his other 

i | W Knowledge put together; for it would 
iA at once deliver him from thoſe many 
Errors and Sins, to which, by SW ee his own | 
anne he is mp N e 


5 * 
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E dificulr, e it m ENG Hinds 
bim into this Truth; how hard a Faſł ſoever it may 
prove to humble the proud Reaſoner of this World, 

and make him confeſs that his Wiſdom is utter Fool- 

iſhneſs with Gop, and that the high - priz d Goods 
of his Mind are but like the reſt of his natural En- 
dowments, merely Vanity; yet I ſhall be bold in the 
| Lord, for the Sake of the Importance of this Mat- 
yl to N it; and that undericho.powerful Con 
viction 


[200] 
viddion that theſe following Conkderations: have made 
3 me. | 


I. That e our 1 dntelledusl 8 not edire- 
© ed by Gop's Grace, naturally inflame our Paſ- 
e and liſt up the Mind * to 2 Ne- 


grees af Vice and Vanity. 


II. That they are ſubject to all the Infirmities of 
the Body, and therefore like to be impaired, or 
taken from us, when we ſtand in moſt Need 
of their Aſſiſtance. And this will lead me, 


III. To point out that Wiſdom which is from 
above, and which is the Gift of Gop through 
Iss Curisr, as the only Shield he has ap- 
pointed to defend us againſt all our Adverſaries, 
ne e or N 8 


n Yi 
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TY then I am * ae intellectual Abi- 
Ude when not directed by Grace, naturally inflame 
our Paſſions, and liſt up our Mind _ to 2 
9 of Wood and Vanity. 

= £7 . 


And, Aled, who is hens a cn Mankind; 
in Poſſeflion of theſe Endowments, who has not made 
an ill Uſe of them? They are commonly like Pearls 

among Swine ; we trample them under-foot, i. e. 
make them ſerve to baſe Purpoſes, and not ſeldom 
turn again and: e aeg ee Nga f 
% Ke u ON” 8 {2 


e ach neter Wande it he ont us cha to fit i in 


| the loweſt Room of humble Ignorance, with the 


nn of Humility, than at any Time to be'cri- 
CHF: minally 
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anti ſuptle, or profanely bee He that 
makes his Wit and Parts Aſſiſtants to his Vices, 
(and to which Purpoſe they readily ſerve) aggravates 
every Crime; fins continually againſt the Light of 
Reaſon and Conſcience, and entitles himſelf: to the 
many Stripes due to thoſe only who knew and did 
not: 80 that this greater Meaſure of Reaſon, and 
| ſuperior. Pitch of Wiſdom and Knowledge, without 
an equal Portion of Grace to manage them, gives us 
only the Pre-eminence of -a greater Condemnation, 
and the ſad Prerogative a * W in mne, 
as we were d in * bf eee 


5 


i 4 * 
0 * m - 4 * 8 
n 5 " 30 1 3 * 


e 1 may acid a bein 10 heavy py 


2 ; againſt this diſtinguiſhing Faculty of human 
' Kind, and have not Matter ſufficient to ſupport i it, I 
ſhall therefore point out ſome of | thoſe particular 
Exils into which Brightneſs of Parts, and Superiority | 
of Genius, are apt to lead their Owners. And, up- 
on this Inſpection, we may think that the Text deals 
very tenderly with theſe Matters, in nag. 88 


devs 12 _ ris. MO N 5 * 


"> They e _ Mind to  Profancneſs towards | 
Gwe ns 9g 1 


A. 


28 To ha Genet and Abuſe of our more 
TE 2 71 re : 
_ 34h, They are ſubſervent to e Ambition and the 
Diſturbance of the Wold.” was not 
ache They produce ruitle Notions and ever- 

ow uſe: 7 7 


| 8 5 
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they, and Ali, an, * our mae, for 
| exnbly TO” 5 


: re Sa, Theſs Endowments have anatural Ten 
dency to pars aneetl 5 | 


e at Gt © View,” it N appear & prope | 
ns, that Reaſon ſhould incline the Heart to diſho- 
nour that Gon, to whoſe Goodneſs it owes even the 
Ability to offend him, yet is there ſcarce any Thing 
that inclines a Man more to this Crime, than what 
the World eſteem Wit and Quickneſs of Parts: That 
is, a Faculty of talking ſharply, and arguing acutely. 
So that Lam not, in anywiſe, ſpeaking againſt right 
Reaſon, which always .diſpofes the Mind to ſubmit 
to the Will of Gon; that having almoſt loſt its Re- 


pautation, by the ſhining of this more glittering, but 


more empty, Perfection of the natural Man, Of this 
Sort are they who would rather loſe the F avour of 
Gon, than the Honour of being thought ingenious. 


5 Theſe make the moſt ferious Things imaginable the 


Subject of their Mirth, to to entertain, and thereby pro- 
cure, the Applauſes of a vicious and pleaſure- taking 
World; being reſolved together to chaſe away the 
Fear of F uturity, and not ſuffer it to diſturb or in- 
terrupt the Enjoyment of the preſent: Hence a ſlight 
Daſh of their Fancy ſerves to elude the Authority of 

all that's ſerious or ſacred. Thus they reſiſt Evil; 


and this is the Shield againſt Regret, and thoſe me- 


lancholy Thoughts which come arm'd with the 
whole Strength of Nature, and the * Force of 
the Divine Atteſtation. RR | 


"— * Theſe : are e {Frog mh a able to abuſe thoſe | 
| who would remind tions of their Duty, and are al- 
ways 


„ 
ways provided with an uncharitable Retort, and 2 
ſmart Reflection ſtill upon that Doctrine that moſt 
diſallows that Practice: And, which is worſt of all, 
theſe are the Men who, once engaged in Evil, are 
the moſt irreclaimable, and the moſt obſtinate in the 
Way of Deſtruction. That flight Way of eluding 
every Thing that occurs tending to their Amend- 
ment, making them deaf to all Reproof; whether 
proceeding from the Care of Friends without, or 
from the Reflection of their own Conſcience from 
within. The ſteady Satisfaction and Pleaſure that re- 
dounds to their own Fancy, from keeping their Eyes 
ever fix d upon this gaudy Apparel of the Mind, is 
a powerful Bar to any Reformation, and rather fit to 
make them much more the Children of Hell, than 
they could have otherwiſe been. But leſt this ſhould 
be thought the Fault of a ſuperficial Kind of Wit, 
which is one df the loweſt Accompliſhments of the 
Mind, it is neceſſary here to obſerve, that the moſt 
noble and exalted Underſtandings have miſcarried this 
Way; ſome of which have even reaſon'd themſelves 
out of their Hope in CurisT ; and indeed ſeldom 
any of the meaner Capacities have been Atheiſtically 
or Deiſtically inclined * Men begin to be ſo when they 
ſuppaſe themſelves able to ſolve all the Phznomena 
of Nature, without the Intervention of Gop's Pro- 
vidence; and that their Reaſon is ſufficient to all 
Things requiſite, without the Help of a Mediator or 
Redeemer. Thus do our mental Abilities, by rid- 


ding us of the Fear of Gop, and the Hope of Life in 
his Son, ſerve to little elſe but to exalt Folly, and to 


lift up the Mind to higher Degrees of Vice and Va- 
To nity. But, ; 


4 24h, Ariother Diludrantays' of theſe Kind Py Abi- 
a is, that” they betray us into the Contempt and 
TY Abuſe 


: [2047 
Abuſe of our more ignorant Neighbour : For theſe 
are the Men who uſually ſit in the Seat of the Scorner; 
nor is it probable that they ſhould ſpare their Bro- 
ther, who. arg ſo injurious to their Gon. 2 . 


N ſow, tho the Fe ear of Ill, or Hope of 8 may 
ſometimes reſtrain, and teach this Humour Caution, 
yet it falls the heavier generally upon the Abſent and 
the Weak ; it muſt have Vent. Hence the leaſt 
Faults of ſuch are blown up, and ſhewn in all thoſe 
Colours of Diſadvantage that abuſive Wit can cloath 
any Thing withall; for a ſharp Sentence, or a ridicu- 
Ious Alluſion, can make Prudence itſelf look ſilly; 
how then ſhall the Actions of the Weak ſtand re 
a railing Artiſt ? It was one of the greateſt Troubles 
of that moſt patient of Men, that the Drunkards | 

made Songs upon him; and it is now juſtly eſteem'd 
tte greateſt of Injuries to have the Laſh of private 
Detraction {ks and perpetuated by the Severity of 
an ingenious Satyre : For we are miſtaken if we fancy 
we are the leſs injurious for being wittily ſo; tis this 
falſe Spirit that makes Abuſe reliſhed, and that gives 
a Guſt to Calumny. Rhetoric ſometimes does the 
Office of every Thing elle ; and, the World is ſo in- 
tent upon its being Smartly ſaid, that they have no 
Leiſure to examine. whether it be true or not. 


In the mean while the unhappy Sufferer i is render- 
ed odious, or contemptible, which is the next Step 
commonly to his Ruin : And this is yet more crimi- 
nal when it falls not upon the Vice, but upon the Per- 
ſon; not upon the Irregularity of the Will, but upon 
the Defects of the Underſtanding; in which yet Man 
has no more Power, than he has to be his own Cre- 
ator: And therefore whoever reproaches his Brother 


on account of his ls Weakneſſes ang Imperfec- 
; Cul tions, 
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tions, „ realy reproaches his Maker ; ; and acts as un- 


juſtly and unreaſonably, as if he ſhould reflect upon | 


him for. not n ut detter or more e nobly- 


5 
e 


| 2 1 ſtil! 10 lower Clas of e u OR 


make Sport with the Deformity of Men's Bodies; 
and exercife their Talent of Railery upon the Poverty 
and other Miſeries of their Neighbour, which they 
ought to have relieved. This is fuch an Iſſue of our 
Head-piece as is ſomething worſe than Vanity, and 
richly deſerves the Character of Brutiſh Wickedneſs. 
And Gop's Threat, That he will laugh at their Cula- 
mity, and mack when their Fear cometh, is nothing too 


ſevere towards thofe who can make the ferious Evils 2 


of others the Subject of their Mirth, and a Laughing-_ 
Matter of the Calamities of human Life ; who can 
delight to revile thoſe whom Gop hath afflicted, and 
feel Satisfaction in loading a low Condition with 
Obloquy and Scorn : And yet theſe are your Great 
Wits, and fo highly eſteemed? But it ſeems every 


Thing that belongs to us muſt be like us; partake of _ 


our Vleneſs, _ be no o better than ourfelyes. 


ah Let us now add here to our great natural 


Parts, the Knowledge of Arts and Sciences, and then 


we ſhall find a third and ſtill more dangerous Effect 
from them: Now they begin, with the Addition of 


this freſh Force, to adminiſter to Ambition, and to 


the Diſturbance of the World: For you ſhall hardly 


find any Author of Schiſm, or Hereſy, but ſuch ex, 


traordinary Perſons; the reſt are content with the 
beaten Path. Theſe, as they have no common Intel- 
les, ſo neither are they to be ſatisfied with common 
Notions, however true. They muſt have ſomething 


of 


* 


of their own; and as they are exempt from the Mul- 
titude by their Abilities, ſo will they farther exempt 
themſelves by their Sentiments. Theſe are the Men 
who chuſe rather to be diſtinguiſhed by their Errors, 
and by leading others into them, than paſs undiſtin- 
guiſhed with their Brethren. . Thus they do Miſ- 
chief, by being able to do Good; and approve them 
ſelves highly learned, by being able mightily to de- 
ceive. Thus is human Nature, however endowed, 
all of a Piece; and till it ſink into nothing, as it were, 
before Gop, it can no better be: But if this happen 
not, and we ſuffer not our Parts to SY or ne 
our 9 „ MO | 
A ath Fault of 33 is, . they . no wut 
Goodneſs, but fruitleſs Notions merely. This is in- 
deed a Miſchief only to ourſelves ; but to us it is a 
ſore Evil that, inftead of nk and ſubduing our 
natural Corruptions, and aſſuring our Hearts be- 
fore Gop, we have been engaged in a Sea of Doubts 
and everlaſting Diſputations, whence we can never 
hope to get out, but by retreating. All our Labour 
and Toil herein muſt be counted Loſs, or worſe, 
Droſs and Dung, before we can return into 12 5 Paths 
| of Truth and e e 1 N N 


The Wiſe Man tells us, that 1 in 0 Ban 
5 . is much Sorrow ; and all that are converſant in 


theſe Matters know it from their owh Experience. 


Me have known many content with their Ignorance, 


but I believe none ever were with their Knowledge. 
We gain nothing here by our ſeeming Acquiſitions, 
but Deluſion; tis all nothing but ſolemn trifling ; 
Baits for vain een and no more. _ as difla- 1 
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tisfactory as our human Knowledge find | Lexrin 
* be, they will, 1 
oh 

Fg Serve to 11 us wordly minded, and height 
en our Deſires after earthly Things, which is the laſt 
Evil I have to reproach them withall. And of this 
we may be convinced in a few Words; it being ob- 
vious that nothing increaſes Self-liking and perſonal 
Value, like the Conſciouſneſs of ſuperior Underſtand- 
ing and Parts: And this gives the Mind a Kind of 
Right and Title to ſuperior Poſſeſſion. All that think 
they deſerve, think they ought to have; and this re- 
gularly ſets all the Faculties at Work to procure. 
Hereby are they led into the Exerciſe of wicked Cun- 
ning, and all the Arts of Fraud and Deceit, which is 
the baſeſt Abuſe that Senſe and Reaſon brings upon 
us: For thus Men are deceived by their own Policy, 
and taken in their own Craftineſs : They ſpread the 
| Net to catch the World, and entangle 1 in it their own 
Souls. ä : Hg 


But 1775 may be ſaid to _ the Abet, 4 
not the Uſe, of our mental Abilities: I ſhall 9 
now proceed to ſhew, very briefly, under 


My, ſecond _ Head, That there is no Ground ö 
here for Truſt or Confidence; inaſmuch as the 
Strength of the Mind is ſubject to all the Infirmities of 
the Body, and therefore like to be impaized, or taken 
from us, when we Rnd, moſt in need of its Aſſiſt- 
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8 then that 1 we abuſe not theſe Abilities by 

, affronting Go, or injuring our Neighbour ; ſuppoſe 
| that we neither ard the Public with our odd Opi- 
nions, 


nion „ nor Fo cent to ben in fruitleſs 
tions, nor debaſe them by covetous Practices; yet this 
-  fingle Circumſtance, that Key are cloſely connected 
with the Frailties of the Body 
them participate of the commoh F ate, and prove the” 
Thoughts of Man to be, like * * of bis natural 
- F 1 mere was. of . 15 


3 
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Thig whole Matter we find ready ſet forth to our 
3 | Hand ih the Character of Job. It was in the Ma- 
1 nagement of this Point that the cunning Foe of Man- 
Eind thought to vanquiſh the Soul of that Miracle of 
Patience. Tauch now, ſays he to the Almighty, his 
Body, and be ſhall curſe thee to thy Face. Though his 
Mind bear up patiently under the Spoiling of his 
Soods, the Conſumption of his Cattle, che Loſs of 
dais Servants, and the Death of his Children, yet his 
: Patience, fo tried, ſtill ſhrunk under the Preſſures of a 
=: Diſeaſe; and the Wrath of Nature, ben it made i its ; 
znmneeareſt Approaches and took hold of his Perſon; re- 
| moved from him that exact Temper of Submiſſion to 
 Gov's Diſpenſations, and Reſignation of himſelf to 
the Will of the Creator, as made him break out into 
that pathetical Curſe of his Nativity, and thoſe many 
other expoſtulatory Diſcourſes, wh ch ſeem, as to the 
"ſeveral Parts of them, to have had a greater Share of 
bis Paffion than his Reaſon. He then did multiply 
Words without Knowledge, that we may not expect 
to have our Reaſon entire, when our Bodies are bro- 
ken with Diſeaſe and Pain; for to his Example in this 
Matter are we referred. So that when a Man has 
A his Life in queſt of Knowledge, and exalted his 
Nature as far as the Treaſure of theſe intellectual 
" Riches can carry it, behold the Hand of Nature comes 


bh 1 in the — of a Diſeaſe, and takes from 
him 


- 


* 8 
= 7. 
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"ing all hls Ability, and "the Fruits of it together; 


leaving him 727 better in their Stead than Stupor 
Fa . not Sorrow. and Diſtraction of 
ind. | . = _ | 


This Were 2110 Wa it is even a ſore Evil 
a I have ſeen under the Sun, that Man walks in 


a vain Shadow, and diſquieteth himſelf for nought ; 


that he heaps up theſe Kind of Riches of the Mind, 
and knows that no Body ſhall enjoy them: They are 


taken from himſelf when he moſt wants them, arid 


| deſcend not to his Poſterity; they die before him, and 
leave him nothing in which he ſhall acquieſce: F „% 
not only Death, but its Forerunner, a Diſeaſe, can 
equal him with the ſtupideſt Mortal, and lay his Wil 


| dom, before it does his Body, i in the Dus 


| This diſcovers | the Nakedneſs bf our Nan and 
* our Shame conſpicuous if we truſt in theſe. 
"Things, even in Things which cannot help, but pe- 
Tiſh in the Pang as well as in the Wust 


Thus does the Man die beine hp Body, 95 the 


intellectual Life extinguiſh in the Midſt of the natu- 


ral: Thus does he ceaſe to be rational before he 


ceaſes to live, and his laſt End is beneath any other 


Period of his Exiſtence: For the Wiſe not only dis 
as well as the Fooliſh, but become like him too be- 
fore his Diſſolution; and finds often the End of his 
diſtinguiſhed Abilities rr oy than the End of | 
. | f VVV | 


In this a State of 1 1 all 
Hope in ourſelves is taken away, the Goſpel - Promiſes 


4 83 


enter with Welcome 3 and point out, ad. F purpoſed 
.to ew, : 


In the third and if be, Thar Wiſdom which 
is from above, and which is the Gift of Gop through 
Jzsvs CarisT, as the only Shield that can defend us 
from all our Adverſaries, whether ghoſtly or bodily. 


a | PF 


For the Gifts and Promiſes of GOD in CHRIST 
are without Repentance; that is, they are fix'd and un- 
- changeable as their Author; they are the very Power 
of Gop unto Salvation: They are therefore ſubject | 
to no Frailty either of Body or Mind, neither can the 
Torments of Malice or Misfortune touch them: 
They flouriſh and bring forth Fruit to Life Eternal, 
in Sickneſs and Poverty as well as in Health and 
Plenty. Fob, when inſtructed by this Heaven! y Wil 
dom to ſee and conſeſs his own Vileneſs and Vanity, 
could be good, and pious, and patient, amidſt the 
Robbery of the Sabeans, the Fire from Heaven, bis 
Children's Death, his Wife's Folly, and even his own 
perſonal Diſorders. His bodily Sufferings could not 
ſo far influence his Mind, thus aſſiſted by Grace, as 
to make it like itfelf, ulcerous and unſightly; this 
Virtue which flows from the Body of CHRIST, when 


touched by Faith, has a ſtronger Baſis than Satan's 


Malice can ſhake or undermine. Thus help'd from 
above, he could, contrary to the Tnfinuation of his 
Accuſer, even in this World, ſerve Gop for nought, 


and be content to ſtay till hereaftef for the Recom- 


pence of Reward. He could hope beyond Death, and 


truſt that Gop that killed him: And ſo might we 


r 


too, if we could be perſuaded to ſeek for Strength 


only where he found it. This would open our Lips, 
and — to we n the Oey What ſhall 


yh og. : be. 


5 fidance? All of this Kind has a Mixture of our fal- 


| be well. 


mark what is done amiſs. Thou knoweſt our Na- 


> 5 7 fe 4 'P . . 
7 P 
I . 4 p : 
. * 
. Fr », 2” * 4 # a 
- 2 4 * , . . , 4 
E " 4 ö 1 * P — : 
« U ** * 2 * 
L 5 - N 5 ; $ 324 
2 * 4 az 1 s x 2 * 7 
7 * " " 7 * * A * 75 + 
x i 7 1 4 [1 j 
: ” o I» * 


ſeparate us from the Lovs gf CHRIST? Shull Tribu> 

lation, or Anguiſb, or Petfecution, or Pintb, or. Life, $ - 
or Things preſent, of Things do come / Nothing of 1 

this Could; if we had Faith and Hope: No, not all | 
the Terrors of afflicted Goodneſs, nor all the Entice- 

ments of proſperous Wickedneſs ; not any Hopes or 

Fears for the future, nor any Enjoyments or Suffer- 


ings for the preſent, could make either Gop love us, 


or we him, leſs. With his Preſence the meaneſt 


Cottage, nay, the open and inhoſpitable Field, is all 1 "I 


one with the moſt ſplendid Palace: His Eye is not 
nauſeated, or removed from us, when we are the moſt 
þ unſightly Objects: Nor can any Thing interpoſe be- 
twixt Gop and our Souls, and hinder theſe good 
. *Thing from us, but Self-righteouſneſs and Self. con- 


len Nature in it, and renders us and our Actions all 1 
impure before Gop. Let our Wheat be of the clean- +26 
-eſt Seed, there will be Tares; and ſuch as we have T J 


no Power to pluck up, ſeparate, or conſume. There * 


| 7 none right#0us, no, not one. Hence our very Pray- 


ers would be Sin, offered in our own Names, did not 

he who redeems us ſanctify them alſo: So that all | . 
Mankind are now reduced to this only Refuge : 
The Mercy of le and the Mer ts unis. <-> 


And hag b et ts eſe WE favs fol 
y : For learn . fe Know I 


O [uf 


| And do 080 0 CS we beſeech het look even 
upon our Goodneſs with Mercy, and be not exact to 


Ky | ture, 
. $ 5 | 


— 


F 822 } 

« - ture, and none of our Fgilings are hid from thee. 
Remember then that we afe but Duſt; and, fince we 

are light upon the Weights, ſupply all our Wants 

out of the Riches of thy Fulneſs, thro' the Merits 

of our Loxp and Saviour Ixsus CHRIST H; to whom 
with thee and the my Spirit, me a On ww 


| Amen. 
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5 thee los I been holden up from the . 2 


Or, as it is We in the common Trandation, at 
2” * the fifth Verſe of the ſame Fam: 


| Through thee have I been Bolden up ever <a Ts was 
born: Thou art he that took me out of my Mother's 
he rg = Pg NOT be ns on thee. 


— EAD the Wi Pſalm through: For, 
when taken together, it exhibits to our 
View a moſt lively and exact Picture of 
the Imbecility or Nothingneſs of all 
| human Kind, when deſtitute or de- 
ä prived of the Preſence and Power of Gon. And 
what J have prepared to deliver upon this uſeful and 
important Subject, may be look'd upon rather as a 
Comment upon the whole Pſalm, than as an Ex- 
poſition of this little Portion of it which J have 
ſingled out for my Text. ; 


"0 x" ny When 


. 0 eicher Pride < or e Ws e 


3 C014) 


| * is FN from his Riepe gad Tul. 
in Gov, a begins to truſt in his own Heart, and 
t bart Confidence in the Fleſh, as St. Paul ex- 
preſſes i it, he has then loſt out of his Natuze. all that 
as valuable in it: Infomuch as that a Man of 
Jnderſtanding would not covet to live, an Hour, 
ter the Senfe of his Dependence upon his Creator 
was extinguiſhed 1 in his Soul. 1 


F Such Sentiments and: ach Expreſſions made Da- 
vid appear, as he tells us; as a Monſter unto many; ; 
_ nevertheleſs he abides by it, Bis y Truft is only in 

the LORD. og 

Had we 1 or Ability to take an exact 

Inventory of all our natural or acquired Goods, and 

conſider minutely every one of our fancied Perfec- 
tions and trifling Endowments, . whether belonging 

to Soul, or Body, or Fortune: Were we to pMs 
thro' all the ſeveral Accompliſhments human Nature 
is capable of, and examine attentiyely every Spark 
in him that pretends ta Jook like real and ſubſtantial | 

Goodneſs, we ſhould find ourſelves utterly diſap- 

pointed in our Search ; and th Mankind are, * 
Nature, really poſſeſſed of nothing, eiths 
or without, upon which: they can us "= bly i 


£#+ © + 5 * 


* * 4 


wy World's a mere webs a of Sin and Ons F Wy | 
and Vexation, Contradiction and W retchednels ; 

and all his Goods put together, as they are Ws 

40 Gans. ſo are FREY a reren helf. 


e is 1 Sesipes fet at the Head 


; of Fery Thing of this 18 ; and x this wiſeſt and 
. e e 


i 


[ 21 5 11 
greateſt of Princes, in the Midſt of in 1 Glory; „ 
could have his Heart turned aſide, and be induced” {1 
to put his Truſt in a Lye ; and after his magnificent I 
f Dedication of a Temple to the! Living Go, 
could, in his riper Years, rear up an Idol in a Cor- 
. ner, and worſhip the Work of his Own Hands; 3 what 
ſhall 'be eſteemed too abſurd for the Generality of 
Mankind to fall into, whofe mental Abilities are 
of a far inferior rare and whoſe u ate FR and 
2 much Nabe c 8 | 


| | Theſe Thing ſhould be! "M FR" 6 
inaſmuch' as they are the only Conſiderations that 
˖ have any Tendency to keep — that little prou | 
+ aſpiring Spirit, ſo common to all the Sons and | _ 
Daughters of Adam; and in which, Ido verily ber, 
he derives down tle Curſe of * Fall to his lateſt 
Poſterity ; and the rather, becauſe this Spirit finds no 
Cure but in that Humility which is to be learned only 
of ChRisr, who is the redeeming Powerof Gop; 
and becauſe it ĩs di rectly oppoſite to the very Tem- 
per and Deſign of Chriſtianity, as well as contrary to 
every 3 of our e 1 of wa 


| f N ence. 
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" This notwithſtanding, . Men are every Hour fo- 
menting and increaſing, according to the Faſhion | 
| of this World, by haughty and; odiqus Compariſons 
Which they are ever making between themſelves and : 
their Neighbours, with reſpect to theſe Marks of 


Diſtinction, theſe "INE REM but really vain | 
, and aner, nnn, N 4 ji 


dennis Mie ac + 
Generals having ſeveral . and uſeſul Ob- | 
. ſervations 


— 


. . 1 * 
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vations to \ offer to your Conſideration; and which 
may, by the Grace Gop, bring us to a more Chri- 
ſian Dilpoſition, and a more charitable Frame of 
Mind, than is uſually to be found in the now. Chri- 
ſtian, but ſtill wicked, World; and from whence we 
may ſtill farther collect the Vanity of our own Na- 


' ture, and be induced to cry out with the Pſalmiſt in 


the Words of the Text,—Through thee have I been 


Holden up ever fence I zuas born : Thou art be that 


took me out of my Mether s rg omb, my "__ ſhall 
be ao of thee. 


& 2 — Purpoſe 8 "theſe twa  oowing © con- | 
Kderations Tay! N ſerve, viz. . 


3 T. That we as, in every Point of our Exiſtence, 
2 mere] y N Beings. | N. | 


. That he on ee we 3 has trufted x no 
ſuch Power in our Hands, as will be ſufficient 
to help and defend us in any Hear, DE, 
Whether of Body or Soul. 2 


III. To theſe T mall add ry ' fow pradtical I | 
ferences, and have done. 5 


Frs, then, 'F am to ſhew ae we are; in eve: 
Pcint of our Exiſtence, merely dependent. aug , 


and that all our Sufficiency i is of God. 


The 1. is the Well of Life, an | his 199 


* "4 OY 
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It was he that at firſt mad us, po has 5 * 
Counſel: of his own Will; we had here no Kind of 


' Choice, but were merely as Clay in the Hand of 


1 3 5 
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the Potter. Had we contributed in * our 
own Creation, there might have been ſome Ground 
for Thoughts that proceed from a Senſe of our own ' 
Worth and Power; we ſhould, at leaſt, have been 
Creatures who had ſome Share in ourſelves by Right 
of Nature. But now that euen this Pretence is taken / 
from us, ahd that our whole Souls and Bodies, and 
all the Iſſues of them, come from another Power, 
and are but lent, and to be repaid; what have we 
then left in which we might pride ourſelves ? We 
have nothing ſtrictly of our own, unleſs it be the 
Power of abuſing the manifold Gifts of Gop; and, 
in this Reſpect, we have really leſs than at firſt was =_ 
committed to our Charge: For hereby we have loſt 5 
Portion of our native Innocence and Simplicity, and EY 
as naked as we came into this World, in this Parti- 
cular, carry leſs. out than we brought into it. 80 
far are we from adding any Thing to our Store, that 3 
"we cannot keep it entire; ſo far from increaſing the 
Number of our Talents by Trade, that our Nopkin: 
has not been ſufficient to keep the one Talent we 
have received, from being ſoil'd by” he Ny in 
whe: we chooſe to hide it, 


8⁰ that. we 1703 not 2 0 8 but 9 we 
have received, but we have not all that we have. 
received ; by long trafficking in the World, the 
Tepper and our own Luſts have found Means to 
rob and to ſpoil us of the little Stock we had to ſet 
up withall: We leave a Part of this behind us, and 
loſe it amidſt the Multitude of Buſineſs and the Va- 
riety of our Actions, amidſt the Cares and Pleaſures 
of this Life; and every Day almoſt, during our Sub- 
jection to the Vanity of Time, ſerves to Waſte our 
eee and Simplicity, and we recover it not 


_ | | 
But 


w Ny 9 
klare! 


But Gill: Si as we wholly. Spend on Gop 
fox the Manner of our Creation, fo likewiſe for "hg 


of our Preſervation; we are no more able to ſuhſiſt 


ourſelves than we were to make ourſelves; we require 


a - conſtant Support from without, and, unleis that : 
into nothing. t i in bim we live, and more, 


and have out Being; it it his Power that ſuſlaius; 
it is his Goagnefs that preſerves ; it is by hit Word, 


aniſ not by Bread alaus, that Man lives, ſays Moſes; 
and tt is -by- cr pins . geg r "that all 
5 1 i Tl 3 10 7 * 
n ee will : 

| >" Tok abs ah lot e AS Human 
Knowledge and Experience, we find: a Want of 2 


continual Influence for our Continuation, and every 


Breath we draw from without proves it. Thus, 
like the meaneſt of human Artifices, we cannot en- 
dute without the Preſence of the Artificer," confer- 
ring new Motions to the decayed Powers, and put- 


ting in Repair what even a erg. Te of Time has 


mb” aan [00% ee 


572 + af 
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In ſhort; all the whole "uy wap an hat * NY 


in is, is "upheld perpetually by the ſame Hand that 
made and fafhioned it; the Divine Energy does, as 


it were, hourly ſtimulate and awaken the "L124 


5 1 8 
1 


of outward Nature; it overcomes the ſluggiſh Frailty 
of paſſive Matter, and makes 1 live . 
awhile i in N of their Mortality. e eee 


laſt 


And " this 1 is . far tre, that OR, _ 
| could we live a Day by our own. r 4 tue 
we 07 live for ever a alſo * the fame... 
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20 [ag]. „ 
Of thy un, fays the Plalmiſt, at the Dedication - 
of his magnificent Preparations for the Temple, of | 
thy, own have we. given thee... | This) was ſo very tive, = 
that even the Will to do that pious Work was Gop's 
own, tog ; nay, the, very Diſpoſition, to , confeſs, it, 
was inſpired by him, from 7 all holy Deſires, 
ere oy ” 1 Nan eed. 


Ani en 563, 521 5p» 4 nis 


* 


at ny = hs : and to know this that 5a ie 

in All, is Perfection of Knowledge ; to be ignorant 

of this Truth, eads directly to t hat capital liftake, 

whereby. we geceive ourſelves, in thinking qurielves 

to be ſomethings lt: * FOES, a en 
Thus — — — in every Paint of gur Ek 2 

Pines UI Beings; ; which was the firſt Thing 


I aflerted,——4 
| 6 J. Bl iongters evT at- AT es 
bree 1 1 5 that 10 on whom e 3 
has truſted no ſuch Power in our Hands as will be 
daßkeient te N e 89.10 007 we 
| ] der of pA Fe! Sou] "? £8. e A - $7 . has ** 2 - _ 8 A 
eU ent DUES 
So de' is * den 25 5 the Gi, ol nd. 
him muſt we 9 8 if we hope to be Partakers i in 


an e's 2 A 3 15 e ISL *4 Ou W Lþ gp Dy 
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1 Fain 7 — by that . ; to 90 * to 
| back his. Wiſh, and accompliſh: his Deſires... "Will 
de g what e will — Dos * Deſtruction a 


5 {6 Brides 
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Jaws to . his great Courage; and aich the 
King of Terrors? Of will he chooſe rather to ex- 
ert his who Strength, and reſiſt the firſt Approaches 
of his Ruin? Wilt he oppoſe the Soundneſs of his 
Conſtitution, to keep back the Encroachments of 
old Age ? Or will he match Beauty and Comelineſs, 
and Proportion of Parts, in Battle Array a gainſt 
Tarnith, and Wrinkles, and grey Hairs? Were he 
able by Art or Prowtls, or any Thing that is in him, 
t extend his Years" to che utmoſt Term of his 
Frailty; tho a Man may be ſo ſtrong as to reach 
fourſcore Years, yet is his Strength then but Labour 
and Sorrow; fo that all he would get'by prolonging 
his Life, would de the prolonging of his'Wretched- 
neſs; and his Taft Days would as aſſuredly be worſe 
than the former, as — wr e e's og 


| the Wine is dries out. . | 
„ / 0 e ante 
„ Nor is our om of de « Abilicy to help in 


Time of Need than choſe other Matters: What 
Charm has it yet diſcovered wiſe enough to pre- 
vent Death, or Sickneſs, or 17 7885 ty? As far as 
the World is advanced in th inptorement of Art 
and Science; yet, with all its boaſted Knowledg 
cannot ſo much as alter the Colour of a lingle Hair, 
or 2g one Inch to "our eee e 5 

55 a * is thats l us, ah al bis Skilt, 
i that knows even why he lives; that is able to ex- 

plain the Economy of our vital Functions; 
„trace the Labyrinths of Nature; and, though but in 
Hypotheſis, to unfold her Ways? And how then 
ſhould be be able to reftore what he does not ſo 
much as underſtand ? Or go- * to repair and 
uphold 


a> . . 
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. $64 is/almoſt an utter Stranger. Of ever 
Kind and Sort of human Virtue, this is equally true 4 
| There is no Help in them. His higheſt Refinement _ 
- upon. Moral. Goodneſs wants ſtill many Grains of 
Allowance, to make it current in the Kingdom of 
3 and he is as utterly unable herewith to 

make an Agreement with Gon ſor his own Soul, as 
he is, with ſuch a Price, to redeem the Soul of his 


ing, to whoſe very Frame: * 5 


Brother; ſo that, without ſome better Help, he word . 


E the one ape the gihey "Soon om”. 
es De a. RE: 7s | 
at Thus . who . the Wiſe 3 5 | 
Good amongſt Men, muſt die, as well as the Ig- 
norant and Fooliſh z even they whoſe Wiſdom is the 
Fear of God, they die here; and that they die not 
hereaſter, is from nothing they can properly call their 
on, but merely from the Goodneſs of Gon: This 
is his free Gift thro”: the Redemption that is in his 
Son Jesvs Cunisr, Thus Gon, by Ignorance and 
Imbecility, checks the Growth of Mortality; ſtarves 
and keeps down the towering Pride in Nature, and 
breaks to Pieces that ſtrong Deſire of Independency; 
which as it was the Ground of his original Fall, 
ſo at this Day; were it not thus nipt, would, like 
| Suckers in a luxuriant Plant, rob and over- top every 
better e ee and 1 a ths: whole I 


by 2 f 


F 


th is „ these e ee which © Mit calls 5 


Evil and for which he finds in himſelf no Sort - 


Remedy, that Gon teaches Man Humility, and 
brings him back to a due Senſe of his State of De- 
pendence upon his Creator. T his Conſideration 


naturally leads me, under my "4s 5 


3 


| the" Nature and Ground er bür pf — 
and find how'vatti” how weak, how precarious our 


n 


. It 7 * 


Being is! How eaſily deſtroyed; and how Hardly 
preſerved ! How full of Care and Aflxisty, of Hurry 
and Affright, of Miſery and Sorrow] How diſſatiſ- 
fied, whether with, or withbut, the Qtatification 
of its Appetites ! How blind with Ignorance, or 

conceited with unprofitable Knowledge! How con- 
fident in Error, and holy ſenſleſſy arrogant in the 
Defence of its o-ƷV,nm d Actions FOne Loek ar this 
wretched Scene, will, if any Thing, make us ory 
out; with the Apoſtle; Ai/rrable: Man that I am, 
10 /hall deliver "the fromthe Boy of this Death? 


enn kom my own 


% und from the Snares of my ſpiritual 


Ae eie You law inte. Sinn 


and Underſtanding, together with my Body, ſhall 
be diffotved; and then where is my Help, ar where 


wal 1 cles for Suckour; but uhrte) thee; O Lond! 


Gon has, thro his Son, given us Victory even here: 


His Grace is eternally ſufficient for us; and-who- 
ever lays hold of it, Gop will not leave his Soul in 
Hell, nor will he ſuffer him to lie always under this 


Sentence of Corruption. When we forſake every 
Thing that will forſake us, then the Lon p taketh 


um up. And EM 3 firſt Uſe we — ig ed 


1 n , 
— that may be d Ae a5 5 
That affords us Matter of uſeful and comfortable 
r in our rough Paſſage through the | 
Waves of this n pg IBS BT TH 
FSI EN. The 144: > Eh NE Pai mh." 
pay” e hid capt a e | ſha Bus- 
* the Mind, than in meditating upon dur 
Deliverance from the Frailty and Miſety: of our fal- 
len Natute. What elſe can we think of here be- 
low but Vanity and Sorrow? What are ourſelves, * 
or What are our Fellow. Crratures, that they hould 
divert our Thoughts, or turn them from ſo bleſſed an 
Expectation? All here is but; as it were, gilded 
| Dios; a whited Sepulchre without, Nottenneſs with- 
in. If this appear not at firſt View; it is not becauſe . 
it is not here; but becauſe it is cher d from our dul. 3 
ward Eyes with the Veil of Vanity. Nothing upon 
Earth will bear a harrom Scrutiny, nor empley the 
- Mind long, without diſcovering how'unworthy it is 
— it at all The longer and cloſer yo 
think, the leſs will your Delight be; fot tis next 1 
_ to impoſſible- to put à conſtant Cheat upoſl Under- - 
ſtanding and Reaſon. One would think; therefore, 
that this Conſideration ſhould- be the moſt agreeable 1 
' Retreat from the Hurry and Diſtraction, from rer 
 Vexation and Diſquiet, of this vain and wieked World. = 
We shall certainly be deliver d: All qur Deficieneiees 
whether in Riches, or Honour, or Healthy er Wi. 
dom, or Goodneſs, will be abundantly ſupplyd by ">, ͤ ( 
the Son of Gon, who is himſelf made unto us, Riches 
and Honour, and Wiſdom, and Sandification; and 
Redemption. S0 that he that is diſpoſed to glory, 
may ſtill glory in the Lonhp, and triumph in the 
F N 05 CCC 
| Rect 75 25 £445 4 The 4} N 3 S0 YE 7; Aich rom en third 
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= CS — Gon, is, That 10 will teact -us to 
muſtin Gon only, and toſay, whom have tur in Heaven 
3 But thee; and there is none upon Earth we can defire 
in en of thee. If all our natural Abilities 
fail us; and our very Wiſdom is but Folly of a better 
Repute : If our 1 maimed and imperfect, 
and our earthly Goods make themſelves Wings and 
Hy; or, if they flay, are unable to profit: If the Ho- 
2 Nour and Fame we receive one of another, be as un- 
cC“eertain as the Breath of them that give it: If Strength 
aland Friends will fail, and be neither able nor willing 
- to help in Time of Need: If all upon Earth be but 
like a broken Reed, that not only not ſuſtains, but 
pierces the Hand of him that leans upon it; whither 
EF then can we fly; or where ſhall we find any ſure 
= Footing, where our Steps ſhall not flide, or be en- 
tangled, inſtead of being ſuſtained ? Where but in the MW t 
Hand of him that upholdeth and ſuſtaineth all Things. 4 
0 
i 


And he who, by Faith, dares truſt here, ſhall find reſt 

12185 bis Soul, and Refuge when all Things elſe for- 

fake him. In this Confidence we ſhall ſee that our 

Caſe can never be deſperate; fall when we will we 

fall into the Arms of Omnipotgnce : So that neither 4 

Poverty nor Contempt, neither Want of Friends 
R e eee, ee 

e e b hig 


8 eee open in 1 8 + that 

We Gift: of Charity, and make jy 
1.40 pardon out Brother's Infirmities and Failings, be- 
-- cauſe we are weak and frail ourſelves 3. we expect no | 


+ TexfycHon from OO 2 d from the anz 
= tineſs 
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expected. \Frailty.i is the! Parent of Error, and 
rot the very Guiſe of Humanity; and we are alt 
continually deceiv'd, becauſe we are but Men. hat 
Room is thete then for ſharp Reflections, or for op- 
probrigus: Terms? . is it 'we have. to: quarr 
with? Tis Humanit 
that in another⸗ which we. Nd, 
bear about us? The whole World lies in Sinz and 
can we be diſturb d becauſe, this: or that particular: | 
Perſon is not free? Can we be ſo unjuſt as to require 
that Integrity, which we know we canndt perſorm; 
being all of us the Sons of Adamz Heirs and Imita- 
tors of our common F ather's Tran 
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reach gy er Fg Fs Gs us” that”. 
„which is to be the Foundation» of afl! our 

other Rope and without which, .whoſoeve 
is counted dead before Gu. 
Bag 4 og i . Vi ee W's er 3 (33%, + 1.6 Ok 4 
But lafth, and to conclude; This Te 
digeſted, will create in us a Conte V . 
and of alÞthat therein is; and, at the ame Time, + 
ſtir up in us earneſt after a better. Fe; gs 
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And to be mae in this Particular is, l the 
higheſt, Pitch of Perfection to which Man, on this 
Side of the Grave, ar: arrive. Fo FD 1.4.58 N 4 7 
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0 makes him truly a. Pilgrim upon Earth, 
and; proves that his Converſation is really i in Heaven. 
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thoſe who are the deepeſt. endow'd with its Treaſures? 
te Knoe afſuredly that he who has the greateſt 
Share of theſe kind of Good 


bees an, eee Slay, 
z an Overplus of Vanity beyond the common Portion 
= of his Nature. eee 
| | i which ſtands, as a mighty Screen 
6 arkneſs; between Gop and our Souls; and then 
ESE. we ſhall be able to look up to that Heaven, which is 
ttute pr prong and aſſured" Reward of all thoſe Who 
[and Saviour J ESUS: Cuner. .% 
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. ſum u up all in the Collect ee or his” 
Day Almighty Gon, who ſeeſt that we have no 
Power of ourſelves to help ourſelves, 
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and Evangelical Knowledge of Gop, 

$ | between what: of this Kind may de 2 
d by Study, and what is purely. 

ee ee intereſting and 


Gift From Im, 


material Diſſinction that is referred to the Judgment 
of Mankind ; and readily to; diſtinguiſh them, the * 


higheſt Act of the rational Soul, when under the In- 
fluence and Direction of the Spirit of Glace. And 
yet there are not two Things in Nature that come 
under the ſame Denomination, that are ſo widely di- 
ſtant in their Effects and Operations, though few c 
capable of ſeeing it: For all the Knowledge we can 


ok 


[ have of the Deity from the Light of, human. Reaſon, 


ference. between, the -Philoſophical + 


IE 


5 as deduced from Arguments, whether: drawn from * 


| ie Works or TRY has ever been 
| Tos „ ſound 


5 8 7 
3 a * * N * 
. ws? \. Ci 804 


F x * } . . vs . 4 Bo 2 1 2 . * wa 


8 N JJ 
7 . 4 F 5 
2 bs ” $7 3 ys , *.' id TRE y - 
# SY "8 6 : * 
25 1. 4% * Ni x 34 
* * * 


» 


* 
- 


1 228 ] 


und. W with a naughty 3 depraved 
3 With a * ray and wicked Courſe of Life, | 


| 43 it NS ; Wn that ene of 
op which is Evangelical, and is addreſſed: to the 
= at of our Affeckiohs, that captiva 'the Will,.and 
>the kite of Faith working by Love, "iF utterly it in- 
conſiſtent with Iniquity ; it ever clears the Way as it 
goes, and, according to its Meaſure, purgeth the 
Hedrtfiota Sin and Guilt, and cleanſeth, as the Scrip- 
tures phraſe it, from all Unrighteouſnefs. » And this 
doubtleſs is the true Reaſon why all the Meſſages from 
Soy to Man, both in the Old and New Teftament, 
are ever ſuperſeribed and directed to the Heart. Oh 
that this People, faith Moſes, had an Heart to know 
nas And the Prophet in the Text anſwers his 
With, and promiſes that Gop broth woe av Heart 


to #now him. vs 


wa. 
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Let not any that ite Mai for Afi r ani 
Dighityof the human U nderftanding, think it 251 
ed dy this Doctrine. It is ever called upon to take 
Oognizance of alf that paſſes in the Wil, and what- 

ever is felt there muſt ; reaſoned upon in its proper 
Time and Place; but if we niuſi feel, or be ſen- 
fible, and then we ſhall reaſon according to the fit 
Order and regular Diſpoſition of our Nature. Fo 
make this Diſtinction ſtrong, and to mark firmly the 
- Bovnds tHfat are ſet to divide between the Knowlei 
of Faith and the Knowledge of Science; the Wiſdom 

of the Will and the Wiſdom of the Underſtanding; 
the Learning of the Head and the Sanctity of the 
Heart, is the Defign of the enfuing Diſcourſe upon 
8 Text now before us; and which 1 ſhall treat in 
the cre, Thott” e 
"ou 3X | "EE 4 | $7 : it 2.97" VP! This 
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| * . This Sore * Knowledge mich: Gon gives ip- | 


"oy; that 7 am n the LORD. 


u. Diſiinguiſhing i it P aut 15 its | Effetts, 

zs it ever works a Change in the Man, and 
brings forth Fruit unto Holineſs. Such h be 
* wot and I will be tlie 60. Ana Os 


m. . ind a ths wad cloſe r 
to all thoſe who, for their preſent Eaſe, chuſe 
not to trouble wann, N ſuch nice 


tions. 8 


+ 


e Ma 1 am to deſcribe; by! its e 
that Sort of Knowledge of himſelt which Gon gives 
into the Heart. 7 will g 9 an Heart | to N | 
ne, ve Fam the LORD. | T5 1 8 


"6 
IS hae he Knowledge of Goo i is di 5 


lent; is confeſſed on all Hands, by People of any to- 
lerable Degree of Sobriety and Underſtanding; As, 
in the old Creation, the firſt Commandment was, Let 
there be Ligbt; ſo, in the firſt Formation of the new 
Creature, e Commandment muſt go forth from 
the Fountain of all Wiſdom Let there be Knows 
ledge ! Light and Knowledge are indeed the firſt 
Foundation Principles, the Elements that conſtitute 
either the one or the other. There can be no-Crea- 
tion without Light; no rational Soul without ſome 
Religious Knowledge. The Light does not give a 
more glorious Pre · eminence over the Darkneſs of 
Night, than the Knowledge of Gop gives into the 
Soul that bas been formetly ignorant of him. 
Go indeed has no n 5 any Thing, 

OY Ws till 


= * 


Fes) 


eil a ak Senſe make it 2 Part of it. The 


Knowledge of the Lord is above all Things for Illu- 


* 


| Riches of his Glory and the whole n 75 God- 
| uy eſs depend Mn 2 a 5 8 as 


mination, and makes them that have it of quick Un- 


derſtanding in every Thing that is worth the Know- 


ledge of an immortal Being. As is the Firmament 
| Without the Sun, or the Body without an Eye, ſo is 
ſttcte Soul when deſtitute of a ſpiritual Underſtanding. 


But then this Knowledge is not a dead and cold Idea, 


obtained from Words and Definitions of the Nature 
| 'and Being of a Deity; of his eſſential PerfeQions and 
moſſ glorious Attributes; ſuch as his Infinity, Eter- 


nity, or Omnipotence ; no, nor an Ability to divide 
and. ſplit the Subſtance of the Godhead into divers 
Perſonalities and Relations, and then, with Acuteneſs, 
reduce them to Unity again: But the true Knowledge 


of the Holy One is to conceive rightly of him, as ma- 


nifeſted in CHRIST ; as in Covenant with Man, and 
as united to his 8 as the Emmanuel, or Gop 
with us; whereby the whole Mind and Will of Gon 
concerning us is revealed, both with reſpect to our 
Duty and Happineſs. Gon thus known in the Heart, 


and in our Intereſt, opens at once the yhole Bible to 


our ready Underſtanding and Uſe; explains and re- 
eonciles all the hard Sayings and Difficulties,, all the 
ſeeming Contrarieties both of Law and Goſpel; and 
manifeſts all the Duties, Comforts, and n 
bee , , eee 25 


** 2 
* 


er in bin Sufferings is likewiſe 3 apen= 


ed: How, he makes Satisfaction thereby for the Sin 


of the whole World, and why his Spirit leads us pa- 


2 tiently to follow his Example to take up the Croſs, 


and be made herein like unto him, becauſe all the | 


„ 
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ti 3 be Se 
| ite is opened; a Man is let into the dark and hid- 


den Secret of himſelf; all the profound Depths of Ini- 
quity; all the Deceit and Treachery; all the wilely 


and baſe Deſigns, Contrivances, and Wiſhes that are 
| lodged there as its Treaſure, and which ſpawn forth 
that long Liſt of horrid Words and Degds our Saviour 
deduces from within, as from its original Source, are 


| manifeſted and laid open eee . | 


That n too, wherein nothing awellech but 


; Righteouſneſs and wherein no unclean Thing Can 


enter, is opened to us by the ſame Means. We are 
led hereby to underſtand what that Crown of Glory 
is, which is there laid up for thoſe that are redeemed 
from the Earth, and are made fit to wear it, by co- 
ming forth out of great Tribulation: The right 
Sceptre too of that Kingdom comes to our Hand un- 
- der the right Comprehenſion of loving Righteouſneſs 
and hating Iniquity: Its everlaſting Reſt, its Life and 
Immortality, : are hereby all brought to Light. _ 


The bottles Pit likewiſe is "opined IN our 
Eyes; i in a Degree of Clearneſs in which others com- 


prehend it not: The Temptations, the Wrath, the 
Curſe, the unquenchable Fire, and the never-dying 
Worm, all become intelligible, and that without Of- 
fence. All that is of Gop, whether Good or Evil; 
whether to be for the preſent claſſed under the 5 5 
of Anger or Love, in this imperfect and divided State 
of Things; whatever has been reveal'd concerning ei- 
ther, whether in his Word or Works, are all the proper 
> Objects, and ſtand ſweetly reconciled in this true 
' Knowledge of Gop. For thus to know, is to appre- 


"i hend or underſtand: r as worthy of an all- 


| " wiſe, 


of 


wiſe, gracious, and merciful Creator, who has made 

5 nothing in order to hate it; or that, through the un- 

| avoidable Wretchedneſs of its nen ke have | 
ee nee e Þ: 


=_ =o, Ie] bica then that would oy in his 1 
2 1 in this, That he thus underſtandeth and know- 
eth the Loxp : That be comprehendeth, with all 
Saints, what is the Length, and Breadth, and Depth, 
Ir and Heighth, of that Love of Gop which is in CHRIST 
 , _Jasvs, who reconciles. all Things i in Heaven and 
| Earth, through his Mediation. All that the Vanity 
of Time has brought forth is; when renewed by him, 
| | ſwallowed up in the Riches of Eternity, from which 
it has for a Seaſon ſtraggled forth, and to which it is 
by him brought home again; and having ſo fulfilled 
his mediatorial Office, he, in the End, delivers up the 
Kingdom, bettered, and made more ES: yy Nis 
HAT. to Gop the Father. 2 


5 Thus you ſee chat this Apprehenti s Gon, that 
| | enters by.the Heart, and captivates it with Love, puts 
us upon juſtifying him in his Sayings ; makes us jea- 
lous of his Honour, and zealous t 170 out ſuch wor- 
thy Anſwers as may ſilence the 6 jections of Igno- 
rance, and make him gvercome when he is judged ; 
and has very little Relation to any taught Opinions 
or received Notions that natural or metaphyſical Sci- 
© ence may help us to. The Knowledge Gop. gives of 
himſelf, carries the Mind up to a Senſihility Excel- 
lency, and an hearty Approbation of all his Ways anc 
Works. As the Apoſtle ſpeaks—OurLave abounds more 
, and more, as our Knowledge and Fudgment increaſes ; 5 
ſo that we approve thoſe Things as moſt excellent, 


ant that 0 c ue we know God, according to Cnnxisr, 


End [935 1 
as a Father :conciled\to-his Children, and ho re- 
ceives them with mne greater Affection, when return- 
ing after a long Abſence: We know bim not only as 
Go, but as Gop to us; not only as Good, but'as 
Good to us; not only as Wiſe, but as Wiſe for us: 


We know him, with Thomas, for my LORD and my 
60D. To know Gov' in CHRIST, reconciled and 


propitious, this is Saving Knowledge ; : but to know, 


and not poſſeſs; to ſee, and not enjoy; to know how | 
to define Goodneſs, Mercy, Loving-kindneſs,'Com- - 


| paſſion, All- ſuffciency, and have the Heart recur, : 


ſay, — But what is this to me? This is but a Sort of 
Mock Knowledge: And to know an angry wrathful 
+ Gop is Mill worſe ; for this is to know him loſt; this 
is to know and die. But thoſe that rightly. know thy 
Name, ſaith the Eſalmiſt, Hall put their Truſt in thee. 


They will lave, fear, rejoice, and bleſs thy Name. Io 


know, and at the ſame Time to hate, or contemn, 


or fly, or neglect, or blaſpheme Gon, is no Know- 
ledge of Gop in Cur1sT, but the deepeſt Punifhment 
of fallen and apoſtate Spirits; who are thus wetched, 


becauſe baniſhed. from the Fees dies © of a mer- *. 


ciful nie of ; 
F as 1 purpoſe to we WED 


In ho ſecond Place, this Divine, Gift of 833 
in the Heart is ever accompanied, and is beſt known, 
by theſe bleſſed Effects; and by which we are put out 
of the Power of a Miſtake'concerning it, for it ever 
works a Change in the Man, and brings forth Fruit 
unto Holineſs : Or, as the Text expreſſes it, They 
ſhall. be my People, and I will be their GOD, when 


5 Hearts are thus inſtructed. It ſtands indeed - 
fully ag from every other aſe * Know- <a 


„„ r 
- * WO EP , TI% 


2 revealed in the Heart, is not one Jot otherwiſe than 


 _ CantsT formed in the Heart; and to ſpeak otherwiſe 


1 Apoftle with open Face, bebolding, 2 in a Glaſs, the 


Glory ef the LORD, are changed into the ſame Image; 
Chriſtians cannot be conform ꝰd to this preſent World, 
but are transform'd by this renewing of their Mind. 


Indeed this new Light is the new Creature; old 


Things paſs away, and all Things become new, ac- 


' cording to the Degree in which the Mind becomes 


favingly illuminated. Gop known in the Soul, is 
no other than Gon united to the Soul; and CHRIST 


of either, is opening a Door at which much Hypocriſy 
may enter. There is Life in this Light, and it is it- 


ſelf no other than the Light of Life: It inſpirits and 
anĩmates every Grace, and every Act of the Man who 
has it in Poſſeſſion; it is as the Main-fpring to the 


whole Movement. As the ſame Soul ſees in the Eye, 


-hears in the Ear, and taſtes in the Palate; and as the 
ſame Juice is in the Olive- Tree F atneſs; in the Fig- 


Tree, Sweetneſs; in the Oak, Strength; in the Roſe, 


© Fragrancy ; in the Lilly, Beauty; ſo the ſame gra- 


cCious Knowledge i is Wiſdom in the Underſtanding ; 


is Love in the Heart; is Joy! in the Affections; is 


Heavenly Deſire in the Will; Graciouſneſs in the 


Words, and Goodneſs in all our Works. As Feel- 


ing is inſeparable from all the Organs of Senſe; ; and 
the Eye feels when it ſees; the Ear feels when it 


a Wy 10 ſo 3 T. emperance knows, 1150 there- 


hears; the Palate feels when it taſtes ; and the No- 
ſtrils feel when they ſmell ; ſo in this Knowledge of 
Gop, every Grace, in all its Variety of Workings, is 
involved: It tinctures and ſanctiſies to our Uſe every 
Thing that paſſes or comes near the Seat of its 
Abode. Faith knows, and fo believes; Charity 


fore 


_ 6 235 1 
fore abſtains; 3 Paticngs knows, and therefore willingly 
ſuffers; and ſo on of the reſt; without Knowledge no 
_ | perſonal AR can be performed. Humility muſt firſt 
know, and then ſhe readily ſtoops; Repentance muſt 
know before it can mourn; and Compaſſion, before it 
can judieiouſiy pity: Hope without Knowledge can 


have no certain Expectance, nor Confidence any 


Ground of Rejoicing. It is purely therefore the Iſſue 
of this Knowledge of Gon which he impreſſes on the 
Heart, as a living and active Principle, that we in 
Truth either rcd or Jove ; e 1 or 855 


| 1 


Gon gives a chis Kinks as an EE i» the Soul; ; 
3 if it be lage, both Body and Soul ſhall be full 
of Light; for he that fills Heaven and Earth, by this 
Act manifeſteth that he doth” ſo. + The hidden Gop 
gives himſelf forth to View in this Knowledge, 


and adds Senſibility to the Heart, that he pervades 


the whole mis and is the Life of every. n 


in it. 8 1 tbe 


| An this, I ſn is this Truth, Fe 33 | 


of which, our Saviour ſays, ſhall make us free: Or, 
as the Apoſtle expreſſes the ſame Thing, Vs know 


the Love.of CHRIST, and are thereby filled with all 
the Fullneſs of GOD : For as no Day can be form'd 


'otherwiſe than by the immediate Preſence of the Sun, 
no ſecond-hand Light, borrowed by Reflection from 
Moon or Stars, will do it; ſo nothing ſhort of the 


real Preſence of the Deity, or the riſing up of the Sub- 


ſtance of Goodneſs in the Heart, can give us the Light 
of Life. It muſt be ſomething of the Eſſence of Eter- 
nity; and therefore it is, that Gop is ſaid to dwell in 
| an Light; and Darkneſs, which is Sin, SS 


TD Ll 


"mths with ey than Life can make an Aſſociation, 
or Covenant, with Death. According therefore to 
the Degree of Manifeſtation of God in us, ſo far forth 
z Sin neceffarily deftroyed out of our Nature, in the 


_ * fame Manner as Goodneſs muſt put out Badneſs, and 


Badneſs extinguiſh Goodneſs, The Light that is in 
Man is but as Darkneſs ; the Life that is in him, but 
as Death; nor is there any more than the Carcaſs of 
a Chriſtian, till he be renewed after ho 60% any him 
that creme him. | 

11 the Los Humility, 0 ak * of 
ee be not form'd in us, there is nothing of 
Ennis r form'd in us; for theſe Tempers are him- 

ſelf; they are what conflitts his Nature, and make 
bim what he is. Whatever we may think we know 
of CHRIST, yet if we have not his Charity we know 
nothing of him yet as we ought to know; it is all but 
a ſounding Braſs, it is all but a tinkling Cymbal. But 
jf, upon turning the Eye inward, we can find theſe 
Graces there, quick and ſtirring, we have then-ſeen 
all that may'be ſeen of Gop, nor can he be otherwiſe 
manifeſted ; for otherwiſe no Man hath ſeen Gop at 
any Timer But thus he that commands the Light to 
ſhine out of Darkneſs hath ſhined in our Heart, by 
giving us the berg eig g of his Sung in the Face of 
IT args J 8 6 ow 
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— en to this inward! Work of Wine, 
F ruit wilt be brought forth in our Life and Actions. 


= = We are filled with the Knowledge of Gop's Will, 


that we might be filled with the Fruits of Righteouſ- 
neſs. There muſt be a Bringing · forth. A good Man, 
"out of the good Treaſure of the Heart, bringeth forth 
good 2 Jul as an 285 * out of his evil Trea- 

| ſüure, 


* 
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1 RE ey forth rvil Things. Each has his Trea- 
ſure, and his Bringings-forth are of the Eſſence of 


bis Stock: Divine Knowledge fills the Heart of the 


one, and worldly Wiſdom the Heart of the other, | 
and they are the reſpective Ground of each of their 
Deeds. Sinners ſhew' forth their Inwards by their 
Outwards; their Hearts are full, and thereupon their 
Mouths are full; their Eyes are full, and their Hands 
are full. All that is genuine is of the Abundance of 
the Heart, or ele 1 e ne be”. nown by its 


Fruit. 5 . | = 15 "ek IE 


Heier it follows 915 a Tei or Lehe and 
Grate in the Heart will manifeſt itſelf in ſuitable 
Words and Works. A Fountain without à Stream 
may be as well ſuppoſed, as good Will and no good 


| Deed. * Hereby therefore, ſaith St. John, wwe do know 


that 'we know him if ue keep his" Contmandments.' 
The Tree of Knowledge is known, 8 all other Trees 


are known, by its Fruit: When we ſee the Fruits of 


good Works, Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, and Mercy ; 


Obedience, Faith, Love, Humility, and Patience, | 


hanging upon the Boughs, you may ſaſely unce 
that is the Tree of Knowledge, and the Tree of * 
Life too, both united i in one; for ſhe is a Free of 
Life to all that lay hold upon her. Such then is the 
Knowledge that Gop gives of himſelf in the Heart; 
it ſanctifies the whole Man, Body, Soul, and Spirit: 
And ſuch is the Proof of its being there, that i it brings 


forth Fruit unto Holineſs, and works ri regularly os 


wag, its End, We is 0 Life, | 
Tall now, as I rene, 145 0 
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Is the third and laſt Place, 3 add a Word os 
0944 of Exhortation, and have e 4 


Make not light then of this i "oo oonhe © eter- 
nal Welfare of your immortal Souls is in it. In the 
Knowledge of Gon ſtandeth our eternal Life, and a 
Miſtake in not rightly diſtinguiſhing the ſaving Know- 
ledge from the ſcientifical, is altogether as dangerous 
as Ignorance itſelf. If we have received the Know- 
ledge of the Truth, let us give forth our Teſtimony 
accordingly for the Honour of Gop, the Good of 
Mankind, and the Aſſurance of our own Hearts. 
Let us live under the Power of the Truths we know; 
reſign up ourſelves to be changed by it into its own 
| Likeneſs ;. let our new Light make us new Crea- 
tures ; W in us with Authority, and ruling in 
us ul it has put all Enemies under our Feet; till 
every Thought and Imagination of our Heart be 
brought into Captivity and Obedience to the Love of 
CuarisT. Let us never boaſt of what we have, or 
make any Account of our ſpiritual Acquiſitions, till 
we have well conſidered what we do. The beſt 
Way ever to try our Head, is by our Heart, and the 
ſureſt Way to prove our Heart is by our Hand: Our 
_— is beſt A 1 our Love; nd our Love by 


What a ft Conſideration i is it, that Sinners 

| are ſo full of Witneſs, and Saints ſo deſtitute of it? 
They ever ſpeak and do what they have ſeen with 
their Father; but the Grace of the other's. Lips are 
not ſo evident, nor their Hands fo viſibly held up in 
Teftimony of their F ather's Word and Works. In- 


deed we ſhould * what we have heard, and teſtify 
| L what 


4 


what we have ſeen. As we have freely rece £3 
ſhould we freely give, as good Stewards of the ma- 


5 buman Nane that Gop has made them thus his 
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nifold Grace of Gop ; hereby counter · acting the 
contagious Example of the Wicked, by awakening, 
with News from Heaven, the Nerv lodged in the 

Soul, on purpoſe to fit the Heart for Converſion. 
My Talk, faith David, - hath been of thy Truth and 

thy Salvation, and ] have not kept back the Notice of 
thy Mercy from the great Congregation. And not on- 
ly with their Tongues ſhould Chriſtians ſpeak, but 
with their Lives and Actions; with their Works and 
Ways they ſhould ſhew forth the Wonders Gon hath 
wrought in their Souls. This is making full Proof 
that their Wiſdom is from above. If ye know theſe 


| Things, happy are ye if ye do them. Knowledge, Y 
without ſuitable Works, is worſe than downright Ig 


norance, though that is ſpoken to our Shame. Her- 
in is my Father glorified, faith CHRIST, that ye bring 
forth much Fruit : And he repeats it to Peter till he 
is grieved, I thou loveſt me more than others, then 


feed my Sheep ; feed my Lambs. When thou art con- 


verted, firengthen thy Brethren. This is making 
Knowledge give out its Savour, as St. Paul ſpeaks : 


And Solomon tells us, That the Name of the LORD | 


is as Ointment poured forth - And wh at is this Sweet- 
neſs, but Gor ſhewn to be merciful, Fracious, abun- 
dant in Goodneſs and Truth; -forg1 e Sins and © 
keeping Mercy for Thouſands... Ina Word; all that 
carry their Knowledge of God'into a Practice of 
Piety, are a ſweet Savour of CHRISTH, and do, as 


it were, hand down the Sweetneſs of Gop unto * | 
And this I take to be the higheſt Privilege, the ſub- 


limeſt Office, the moſt exalted Honour given to the 
Sub- 
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abroad ;- O knit our Hearts: unto. thee me the 
Ne of thy dear Son, and we will glorify thy 
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* 13 E is of Nadine hs Matter now be- 
fore us, in ſuch a diſcreet and Chriſtian- 
XX like Manner, as not to be entangled in 
my Talk. Speaking againſt Exceſſes in the Practice 
of any great and acknowledged Duty, has ever been 
found an hard and delicate Province, inaſmuch as it 
ſubjects to the Cenſure and Jealouſy of the beſt Sort 
of People we have amongſt us; and who have a 
Right to be treated, from this Place however, with 
Marks of Love and all imaginable Tenderneſs. But 
ſtill as the Miſapprehenſion or Miſapplication of the 
Rule of Right, has often betrayed into fatal Errors; 
even as Exceſs. in the Uſe of wholſome Food, has 
.deſtroyed.more Lives than the moſt rank and deadly 
Poiſon : It will therefore be found neceflary, from 
Time to Time, as ſhall be moſt eee, to exe- 
| Vor. . . Lb; cute 


” * , * 


x 3 4 . 5 friendly Office, by viving | 
2 gentle Check to any one Thing, however excel- 
lent, that offers to exalt itſelf above the due Mea- 
_. fre and-proper Proportion of its Merit. And as I 
find myſelf diſpoſed, and determined by Gop's 
Grace, to utter nothing, to the beſt of my Skill, 
but what is according to Truth, and that in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs and Good - will, I have good Hope 
I ſhall be extricated from this Difficulty, and enabled 
ſo nicely to ſeparate the Vile from the Precious, as 
not to caſt a Snare, or give Offence to any; but, in 
Demonſtration of the Goſpel, recommend my Doc- 
trine and Speech to every Man's Conſcience in the 
1 Sight of Gop. In which Confidence I chearfully 
enter upon the Work, e * a Bleſ- 
a upon all that bear it. n 


7 


Oblerve then * dhe Counſel is ee to 
Chriſtian Friends, to Brethren who had received the 
Leg ingrafted Word ; and reſpects nothing but a Miſtake 
in the Uſe and Deſign of hearing it preached ; and 
never can demand a pertinent Application, but when 
Hearing gets the Start of Doip 5 and Doctrine not 
only takes the Lead, but out-runs Practice, and leaves 
too far, rather lagging behind, the righteous and 

ſober Life. When Speculation ftands in the Way 

of Action, and diverts the Attention from Matters 

of equal Concern; when hearing of Words ſtarves 

or diſcanatenances any other Goſpel Duties, or in 
anywiſe keeps back or obſtrufts the Progreſs of the 
all- perfect Work of univerſal Charity and mutual | 
4 Benevolence, then there is a manifeſt Exceſs : For, 
in their proper Uſe and due Proportion, every Di- 
vine Word or Work muſt help and ſet forward each 


5 When- 
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Wpenwbver therefore the great Duty of Prayer, 
or any other eſſential Branch of the Chriſtian Eiſe, 


ſeems to grow neglected, at the ſame Time that an 


Itch for Hearing the Word preached ſpreads and 
prevails, ſo as that ſcarce any Thing beſides has 
any earneſt Heed given to it ; then we muſt con- 
clude there is a Fault ſpringing up ſomewhere ; that 
ſome Exceſs in the Uſe and Application of what 
may be, perhaps, right and good in itſelf, begins to 
diſturb. the Harmony of Godlineſs; and which, 
if not ſet in Order in Time, may poffibly endan- 
ger the Life of the Whole, and bring all into Con- 
fuſion. This is the Iſſue of an evil Diſeaſe under 
the Sun, and of which every Age of the World has 
had its Fit. When the Tempter cannot withdraw 
the Mind of Man wholly from religious Senſibilities, 
he then would fain compound the Matter, and per- 
ſuade him to quiet his Appetite for Heaven, with 
- feeding voraciouſly upon ſome particular Portion of 
the Spiritual Banquet; to tick cloſe to that, and let 
the reſt, whether he be nouriſhed and grow- thereby | 
| in Grace any Goodneſs, even take its Chance. —- 
Now, allowing ourſelves to be thus perſuaded, is 
what is call'd, here in the Text, by no better a Name 
than that of dece:ving our own 5 . For if Hear- 
ing, and Hearing only, be ſtrictly attended to, and 
any other Part of Godlineſs, eſpecially that of do- 
ing accordingly, be neglected, the Conſequence may 
be as fatal as if we had never heard at all: And to 
remedy this Miſtake, St, James gives us this Item 
in the Text.—But be ye Doers of the Ward, and 
not Hearers only, deceiving your own elves As if 
4 he ſhould have ſaid, Ve are ſwift to hear, and ready 
to receive the gs ng Joy: All this is right and 


Ee 8 1 ä 
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| good, but ſee that you do it not blindly 3 take heed 
how and what you hear; [eſpecially that what is 
tthus plentifully poured into your outward Ears, may 
be ſo grafted inwardly in your Hearts, as to bring 
| = out 85 you the Fruit of nts. a 


ol "We. read of a Set of People in EuekiePs Time | 
Who could ſay every one to his Brother, Come, I 
pray you, and hear what is the Word that cometh 
From the LORD, and they come and ſet before thee 
at 'my People But lo, thou art unto them only as a 
very lovely Song, of one that has a pleaſant Voice, and 
can play well on an Inſtrument ; for they hear thy 
ods but will not do. them. 


Such too were found in st. James 0 Days, or he 
had not given us this Caution: And ſuch may be 
found in ours, or elſe the applying of it afreſh would 
be but Impertinence. I mean not thoſe who main- 
| E tain it as a Principle, for I know of none ſuch; but 

— who by their Practice too plainly diſcover, that Ehen 5 
"they have heard their Duty well explained, think 
they have finiſhed their principal Work, when, in 


| Truth, it is ſcarcely, as et, well 1 begun. 


Iz order thoroughly to expoſe and prevent this 
deſperate Miſtake in ſo good à Matter, it will be 
Proper to Tra. * to . two following 
Toi. | 


51. To the Hy RAINY Be ye I 17 * Werd, and 
5 ae ee, 1 n ons * 


e iI. : To the 8 a Miſchief that will 
© _ 'ſurely follow from the Neglect of it, for hereby 


you may be led to deceive yourſelves. 156, 
© ey 2 2 % ; if 9 


| 
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Firſt, then, let us attend to the Achtes Br ye 
 Drers of the Word, and not Hearers only: Be Hearers, 
but not Hearers only. I repeat it thus cautiouſly; 
becauſe in dealing with Scriptures that conſiſt of 


comparative Negatives, as this now before us does, 


we cannot tread too warily : And leſt we bring the 


Matter in Hand to a Not- hearing at all, which is 


fat from my Deſign, as it would be making the laſt 
Error prove worſe than the firſt; we are only N 


tioned to preſerve both; and ſo pd the former; as 


not to leave the latter Aten For St. Iumes, by 


opening our Hands to do, intends not to ſhut our 


Ears to hear; but wills only that they be not divided, 
but, as good Friends to each other, always march 


Hand- in- Hand together. He had been juſt before 


adviſing that we be ſwift to hear, and meekly, or, 
as our Liturgy expreſſes * with pane ATI to | 


receive the Word. 


Gon from Heaven Gs ho Las 0 


Ißrael! And fo he began his Goſpel, This is my be- 
loved Son, hear him And not only for once, but 


always fo to continue; ſo long, faith the Apoſtle, 
as it is called To-day ; which is the Name of every 
Day, as faſt as Time produces them; and will fo 
continue till Time puts an End to itlelf in the Laſt 
Day's Production. Our Saviour himſelf makes 


Mary's ſitting at his Feet ard hearing his Werd, 7 
| ſome of the good Part ſhe had choſen, and which 
was not to be taken away from her: Nay, he elſe- 


where eatls it the-very.Key of Knowledge that un- 


locks the Door of ee into the Kingdoan of 
een eee e 


St. Pat Genese ae Matter ja this 1 Sets 5 


of a Queſtion, and leaves it as unanſwerable: How 


Q 3 | can 


4 1 
NY 
7 Me 
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can Cs be ſaved, faith he, except they. * upon 


— - GOD; and how ſhall they call upon him, of whom 


they have nat ſo much as heard? For if we are to be 

Doers of the Word, as he likewiſe tells us we are, 
we. muſt conſequently hear, that we may know 
What we have to do. We are therefore to begin 


with, LORD, what wauldeft thou have me to des? 


Hearing the Anſwer is neceſſary to teach us that ; if 

we afterwards. prove forgetful Hearers, it will then 

ſerve to call us to Remembrance ; if we grow dull, 

blunted, or ſleepy upon Duty, it will ſtill ſerve to 
ke ſharpen, and awaken . 


Tube Queen of the South receives 5 
for coming a long Journey to hear the Wiſdom of 
Solomon; but, lo, a greater Wiſdom are we thus 
called to be Partakers of, fitting at our Doors, the 
very Wiſdom of Gop; for ſuch, we are 5 
Funn is made unto us. ö 


WW 3 in a 8 carries this SY ſo 
© as to ground an Eſcape from the bottomleſs 
Pit upon it. If your five Brethren, faith he, in the 
| Caſe of Dives, would. nat conie into this Place of 
Torment, why they have Moſes and the Prophets let 
them bear them. Nay, in Scripture its conſidered 
not only as the Key to lock up that Place, but to 
open another, even the Gate of Heaven. And fre- 
quently preaching the Word and preaching the 
Kingdom of Heaven ſtand for the ſame, as being 
the ſpecial Means of bringing Men thither. St. 
James pronounces of it, in the Verſe juſt before the 

Text, That it is able to ſave our Souls ; the very ſame 
Words the Angel uſes to Cornelius, that when Peter 
dah he ſhould pike TO N he and his 

of whole | 
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- fore who give heed unto it; and I call upon Tu” in 
l Name to be attentive Hearerers. 
. Paul is ſo 8 to . Men DE, WO AY, 
makes it Matter of Joy at the Words being preached, | 
whether ſincerely or pretendedly : For if CHRIST be 
| but any how, named among you, herein 1 rejoice, 
yea, and will rejoice ; let them come to be Hearers, 
even though they come but to mock, or feed an ill- 
conditioned Curioſity. Thoſe who followed the. A- 
poſtles with no better Intention than to hear what 
Men full of new Wine in a Morning could fay of 2 
righteous, godly, and ſober. Life, were many of 
them ſent. away. ſober, righteous, -and godly Men. 


So thoſe Officers who came to take CarisT, as a 


Preacher of Sedition, were captivated them ſelves.; : 
went back without their intended End. bearing 


1 


Aan ſrake like fe] Alan. ke _ 


80 then is a a full Proof 80 4 the on. fu 1 
Neto of Hearing; and let the keeneſt Hearers 
or Speakers, if they are diſſatisfied with it, produce 8 


one more ample if they are able: Only let it be ob- 
ſery d, that we are to be Hearers of the Word; 15 e. 
the Word of Gon, and not the Word of Man's Wit 


dom or his Folly, which are more nearly related, 


and oftener miſtaken. for each other than we can 55 


conceive, till the Spirit of diſcerning has given us 
Senſes exerciſed; to diſtinguiſh the Chaff from the 
Wheat in this delicate Point: But ſo ſoon as the 
Fruit is to be brought forth, the Difference will then 
5 appear. The one nouriſhes up ſomething to 


4 and Action i in Godlineſs; the other lin 
ou 


1 Houſe ſhould be ſaved. Thoſe do well there - | 


hs 
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. {ts in the Arved, famiſhed, em Bey 0 Condition in 
which FF jound 3 — 85 = „ e wy 


* My 


MI not the Whole ; 1 for when Hag is . the 


© £2, 


Work does but begin: Go thou and do likewiſe muſt 


| give. a fruitful Period to the Word ſpoken. | To 
make. all the Body an Ear, as St. Paul obſerves, 
would be to 7 a Monſter i in Malte. : 5 


W Scripture IT Iv] never * wills A full Stop 
here, but ever joins a fruitful Iſſue before it comes 
to a Point. This People have well ſrid, faith Gop; 
but. zit was when they faid to Moſes, Bring thou 
: Gl 'D's Word ts ut, and we will. hear it and d it. 
| And who doth CHRIST tell us is the wife Bader, 
but he that beareth my Hes and oth them. - 


T4 When he Weknath in the Golpet cries out th OM 
7 Paſſion, Bleſſed is the Wamb that bare thee, and the 
Paps that thou haſt ſucked, CHRIST damps her loving 
Teal with a Yea rather Bleſſed are they who hear the 
©  .Werdef GOD and lep it. Bleſſed is he, faith St. 
John, that readeth, and they that hear the Ward of 
this Propheſy, and keep tha Things * written therein: 
No Stop, you ſee, till all be fulfilled in Doing, It 
is not being moved, or affected, or almoſt perſuaded ; 
| a0 of this Kind is rather Paſſion than Action, and 
eee more of being done * chen doing. 5 


But pol we confer About what we avs tha 


heard afterwards ; why even this, though it may, in 


one Senſe, be Praiſe-worthy, yet, in another, it may 


j 


be but adding more like Words, and making Talk 


grow out of Talk; it may ſerve to exerciſe our Un- 
8 


TY. 
derſlndivigs, and it may tend to puff up, as other 
Points of Knowledge, and ſo make us to „eee 
e N Doers ſtill. | x 2 5 


. 3 Fee che Mind 2 PE | 
End of all Inſtruction, leaves the Matter ſhort, and 
is but ſo much Lip-Labour loft. We are to Hear 
that we may do; receive the Seed, ſo as that it may 
bring forth ee ; and ſo grafted. is the living 
Word to be upon the Tree of Life, as that the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs may be found hanging plen- 

tifulſy upon the N of it. . | 


Mary s better Part in . than Marthd's i in 
Entertainirig, fhall not be taken from her; but 
Mary's other Part in Doing, in Coniftiquetice of 
Hearing, the Anointing of CHRIS T, was ſtilk better 
than” either: For this that fhe hath done, ſpull be 
ſpoten of for an Exainple throughout the World. + | 
Je knows theſe Things, happy are ye if yo do'thim; is 
ſtill the Scripture Strain 5 nor bs Wer ever more | 


x - 


bleſſed itn in his Deeds. VE 7 FO 

1 Nill farther 3 3 we ate not to be e 
in religious Matters, as upon a Stage; where, when 
the Curtain falls, all the: ſhining; Characters vaniſh, - 
_ andievery Perſonage falls with it into himfelf again: 

Bat we ate rather to be Factors, or as Merchant 
Men, ſeeking Gain by Trade; who, when they 
come tò caſt up their Accounts, find themſelves in 
Poffeffion of ſome real TI bogs gen Pear] * 
Uhr Price. a 


| When cut Saviour was interrupted in his Diſcourſe 


25 yy Who told him of his Mother's ſtanding 
without 


| not carefully attending to this 


92 L 25 
without, deſiring to ſpeak with. him: b is my 


Mother, ſaith he? Even: they who hear und do my 


Wordt; ſuch travel of me in Birth till I am faſhioned 


> them ; z and in this Light the Word i 1s a made 
ee ee ee e 


e may ſuffice for being n not — — LED but . 


allo Doers of the Word. Aoi I e now, as [ 
propoſed, e 


. to ſpeak of the fad 888 as our 


| is. Counſel, leſt we be 
found 0 have decti ved our e e Foes. 


The Apolile 3 not 3 . a more cut- 


ting and Heart-ſearching Expreſſion: For thoſe who 


are faulty in this Particular, dread. nothing ſo much 
as to be. thought deceived or unwiſe in the whole 
Will of the Loxp concerning them; as if they were 
the only People, and Knowledge ſhould live and 
die with them. They pity much the Ignorance of 
former Times:; and, as they are in the Light, 

cannot bear the Thought of having Blindneſs in any 
4 Part e to hore "— Us them. 


#6 gabe þ in is ions, bad Ys le — 8 Men 


*; Knowledge, in Divine Matters ſo completely 
zealous, that not only their Heads and Hands, but 
their Garments quite down to the Skirts of their 


Clothing, were ſuperſcribed. with ſomething of this 
Kind; and yet he finds no better Title 6 fox n 


| than that of Fools and . 


l the Flckit, before him, fays uf Man deeply 
3 in * * every Act of te- 
: ligious 


gp ts Ty, 2am % «© 
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ligjous F for forty, Years in the Wide wen, 
That they were a People flill who erred in their. 5 
NS; and bad not known the 255 oh G OD. 7 


© $o likewiſe St. Paul has an eu upon 8 ws 5 
were ever learning, but never 1 to come at the 1 
Knowledge of the Truth. 5 


No, Sochsbady 3 be halts deceiv'd; for theſe [ 
Things ought not ſo to be: And it . be either 
Gon, or the Preacher, or the Hearers. Be not de- 
ceived, ſaith the Apoſtle, GOD is not mocted; can 
neither deceive nor be deceived: So the Error muſt 
be ſought | 55 e ourſelves. = 


We have the Prophet 1/atah complaining, Hl, F- 
have laboured in vain, and ſpent my Strength for 
nought. But what ſays the Anſwer of Gop ? That 
neither he nor his Word were to blame. His Reward 
was ſafe with his Gop, whether the Hearer profited 
or not: For as the Rain that cometh down never 
returns empty, ſo neither ſhall the Word be dropt, 
without doing ſomething to the Glory of him who 
appoints it for a orcs whether of Life or thed 
ou: T . i * hs 


76 that if e Gee nor W Preacher of his 
Word be deceived, the Deception muſt reſt FW 
m—_ the miſtaken Hearer, | 


» Au indeed, many Ways are aer cubjeRt d to it, but | 
more eſpecially, and which ſerves as an Inlett to end- 
leſs Errors, in miſtaking the whole End and Deſign _ 
of Hearing at once; which is merely to rectify the 
Heart, and make the Iſſues of it ſincere. The Word 


1 
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3s: * act as Seed wn; and whien; 5 1 it bring forth 
noching, is but as Rottenneſs in the Bowels of the 
Earth. Again, it is as a Glaſs; which if not look'd 
into with deſign to rectify what is amiſs, but rather 
to admire. ourſelves: Or if we go away, andi ſtraight- 
way forget what Manner of Men it has repreſented 
us, we have miſtaken its Office, and had better never 
have conſulted it. But to be deceiv'd, is no ſuch 
Wonder; the wiſeſt of Men are ſubject to it: The 
worſt is ſtill behind, they deceive themſelves. The 
Deceived are ever Objects of Pity; but the Deceiver 
is utterly without Excuſe, and never more fo than 
when. Self is at the Bottom of the Cheat. 


Hear then the "Sn? ata 5 the tale Mat- | 


ter from our Saviour's:'own Mouth; I know. you me. 


This is repreſented as an ated Kind of Speech; 

and they to whom tis | ſpoken are bold to make a 
_ confident Reply, Loxp have we nat heard thee teach- 
| ing in our Streets; nay. have we not taught in thy 


Name, and in thy Name dane many wonderful Work: ? 


But he continues ſteady to his: firſt Sentence, 7 know 
you not: Depart from me all ye Workers, of Iniguity. 
And this Word they muſt do, ab well as hear; tho 
they have fo miſerably deceived themſelves in the 
- Courſe of their mortal Lives, as to dream of Salvation, 
whilſt they ſeparated the TSA ho. Ward * Gon 
from the doing of it. 5 e 


But to 1 Since then Gag has fs joined 
them together, let no Man be fo ſilly as to think of 
putting them aſunder. Whoever miſtakes the Means 
for the End, and reſts in his Error, will in the End 
| find himſelf fatally deceived. That total Converſion 
t is to be wrought in our corrupt Nature by the 
 redeem- 
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redeeming Power 1 Cupan, before : we can be fit 
Inhabitants of that Kingdom whereinto Fleſh and 
Blood, and no unclean Thing can enter, is of higher, 
and deeper Account, than either hearing or ſpeaking ; 
can, of themſelves, execute or eſtimate. Words a- 


lone are but Wind, which may ſerve to blow up a 
Fire, but can create no ſuch Thing: And, if they 


ſtir not up ſome ſuch hidden Power lodged in the 


Soul, as they can produce no new Creature, what 


can they do, but puff up the old one? Would we 


then hear with Profit, let us immediately go, and do 
likewiſe ; for in 8 Lk and its true N 
ſtands. | : | 


The Practice of Godlineſs i is moſtly a Work with- | 


in, and whilſt we can reflect, can never want Mat- 


ter to exerciſe itſelf upon. When ye hear then of 
being made like unto CHRIST, reſign yourſelves to 
the Will of the Father, even as he did? When ye 


hear of loving of Enemies, pray for them: When ye 
bear of Meekneſs and Lowlineſs, humble your Souls 
with Prayer and Faſting: When ye bear of ſaving 


Faith, examine yourſelves whether ye be in the 
Faith: When ye hear of a lively Hope, try if ye be 
dead to the World: When ye hear of perfe& Charity, 


ſee that ye have it towards all Men. The Tree thus , 


mended within, the outward Fruits can never be 
long behind ; and when they appear, then may we, 


with Conte well grounded, cry out, Thanks be | 


t GOD who hath given us the Vidtory "through our 


LORD FESUS CHRIST; to whom, with the Fa- 


* and the Holy 8 0 be nn ys Os 


* 
— 
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Galerien, 45 11. 


The Goſpel which was e ＋ me, 1s not after 
Man: For I neitber received it of Man, neither 


was I taught it, 5 18525 the Revelation oof 7 8 oy” 
' CHRIST. 7 


r. ge Golan Des contdivel, is neither 
after Man's Fancy, nor agreeable to his 


MT he Ia Reliſh; nor can he teach that which he 
42" axteriends not, or give to another what 
he has not in himſelf. And if any one Man more 


. 7 * 
4 A 
fs : 
by = * = © + 
me ed 
— — 
* 
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than another had a Right to make this Declaration, | 


it was he who here makes it; who, with all his great 


Learning. and Knowledge, gathered up at the Feet of 
Gamaliel, or otherwiſe ſtudied out, yet could arrive no 
higher in Goſpel- Knowledge than what made him a 


Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor, and injuxious, till it pleaſed, 


Gow, in a marvellous Manner, to reveal his Son in 


him: And to every one it muſt in ſome Sort be re- 
vealed, before it is rightly apprehended ; for neither 
its Value nor its Praiſe is of Men, but of Gop. And 
this Point St. Paul is every where, throughout his 


Writings, i n to eſtabliſh Indeed it 
is 


is a capital one; for hat haſt thou to do to. preach 

my Ea, ar take my Covenant in thy Mouth, if thou 

thateſt to be ey ? Man has nothing to do with 

the Goſpel till he be convinced of Sin by it; and then, 

1 through Faith and Repentance, to fit himſelf for its 

gracious Promiſes. In his Epiſtle to the Corinthians 

+ He makes the ſame Profeſſion as he here, in the Text, 

N does to the Galatians in theſe Words I delivered un- 

1850 you firſt of all, that which T alſo received; how that 

CHRIST died for cur Sint; and, to the Epheſians, 

thus That by Revelation he made known the My- 

ſtery; which in other Ages was not made known to 

tte Sons of Men, as it is now revealed unto his holy 

Apoſtles and Prophets, by the Spirit: And ſo in ma- 

Vu) other Parts of his Epiſtles, ſpeaking of this very 

Thing. St. John the Evangeliſt bears Teſtimony 

to the ſame Truth; telling us plainly that thoſe 1060 

believe on the Sox of GOD, and thereby reteive Power 

to become his Children, are not born of the Will . the 
Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of GOD. 

St. John the Baptiſt, That a Man can receive - 90 

of the Spiritual on he it * * him from 


Heaven. We 


? 
WY But 1 5c rb Opinion 4. prevails amongſt 
many nominal Chriſtians, that Gop has, as it were, E 
forſaken” the Earth at that very Time when he pro- 

miſes to make CHRIST, the Truth, to flouriſh out of 

fit: That all Divine Communication is at an End, 

no the Word is made Fleſh, and dwells amongſt us: 

That the Holy Spirit, tired, I ſuppoſe, with his Of- 

. fice, has thrown it up at the very Juncture when the 
Exereiſe of it, in its full Extent, was all along point- 

ed at: That ſince Goſpel-Light has been fully efta- 

 _ „ and, Dint bo Argument, proved true, 

Bo — 
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Mankind are now left to — in the Dark ; 
to the Guidance of their old blundering Tutor, 


Reaſon; and which, being interpreted, i is no other 


than their own luſtful Will and vain Deſire: And 
that ſince the Hiſtory of that Revelation, which was 
kept ſecret from the Foundation of the World, for 
our Glory, has been canonically ſhut up and ſealed, 


the Thing itſelf, in Subſtance and Power, is come ut- 


terly to an End for evermore. To obviate in ſome 


Meaſure ſuch frightfully abſurd, but too- common, 
Senti e 1 1 in r man to 
un | 


1. 4 ec ways by which * Gon 5 
at this very Day, to reveal n to the: Son 
of Men: And then, : 5 6 4 * * * : 


II Shew how they, vainly puff d up by theie fleſh- | 
ly Mind, are continually intruding into Things 
5 beyond their Sphere; and would fain be wiſe 
above what is written, and no otherwiſe know- 
able than by the Revelation of Jzsus' een, 
: of ms u * mere of Gon. N 


N aw let us „eh into the en ways 175 5 


_ which it pleaſes Gop, at this very Day, to reveal his 


Will to the Sons of Men: The moſt univerſal of 
which is Conſcience, which be firſt tenders with an 
exquiſite Senſe of Good and Evil, Hope' and Fear, 
Honour and Diſgrace; and then, in this State, im- 
preſſes upon it a Value for every Sort of Goodneſs, 
whether term'd Human or Divine. And ſuch a ſen- 
fible Manner of Revelation, St. Paul ſays, was com- 


mon to the Heathen with the reſt of Mankind; there 


having ever been 42—Tà yrogr- T4 de ſomething of 
Vor. I. * 2 0 Gop 


. 
Gon that might be known, and which in this Man- 


ner he has always manifeſted: So that where Gop 


had not given a written Law, they might by this 
Means become ,a Law unto themſelves, having the 


Truth and Obligation of it written upon dre Nt 


their Conſcience Is Viithels. 26-0057 Ho 
had his Writing upon the "ny as git is = 8 : 


Foundation of all our Religious Notions; and, as a 


firſt Principle, admits. no Diſpute, but immediately 


claims the Aſſent; ſo is the Book itſelf almoſt always 


open, and the Characters fo fair and legible, that he 
who runs.may read them. Nay, which is more, they 
are ſo deeply engraved that, endeavour what we can, 
we are not A at ann e to alter or eraſe 
them. ES, PTY WT EO ((( 


| Whether we are charm'd. with : 5 or har- 
dened by evil Cuſtom; whether we are cloſe wrapt 
up in Retirement, or hurried. out of ourſelves with 
Noiſe and Buſigeſs, Conſcience will ſometimes ſtick 
ſo cloſe to the Mind, as not to be ſhook. off, or 


drowned, by any of theſe Circumſtances, . Nay, an 


Endeavour to diſcard it by any E has been ever 
found to enflame its Vigilance 1d increaſe its Power, 
to make it whet its Sword and ſharpen. its, Arrows. 
Wink we never. ſo hard this Light will, at one Time 
or other, flaſh in our Eyes, and ſearch into the very 
inmoſt Corners of the Heart. GOD is not very far 
from every one of us,, as St. Paul told the Athenians, 
even when they were far gone from him through Ido- 
latry and Superſtition. And thus we hear our Saviour 
expoſtulating with the Fews, I, hy even of your felves 


judge ye not what is rigbi This Kind of Witneſs i in 


n Gop never left. as without; and it is 
A ſuch 


. tab 


1 2 one wo won 1 be brow-beatan, or r ſuffer i its 3. | 
ſtimony to be invalidated. When Gop ſees fit to 
touch upon this String, which is the, principal Chord 
in our whole Compoſition, and thereby convince the 
Soul of Sin; all Nature, Soul and Body, tremble and 
fail at the very Sound of it. This is Revelation with 
1 Witness, and as irreſiſtible as Paul's Light above 
the Mid- day Sun. The- Mind, thus awakened, is 
now fitted for another and more gentle Impreſſion, 
which Go is pleaſed to make upon it by his Works 
and Providence. And this St. Paul objects to the 

very Heathens themſelves, —That. the viſible Things 
of GOD are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the Things 
that are made: So that they to whom his written 
Word never came, may notwithſtanding, from his 
be en, to leave. en without Excuſe. 


PL 


The Henneris do thei Office nee in kinks | 

ring the Glory of Gop ; and the Firmament never 
ceaſeth- to ſhew his Handy- work: There is no 
Speech nor Language where their Voice is not heard, 
if there be but Ears to hear. Gon, ſaith the Wiſe 
Man, hath ſet the World in Man's Heart; he hath 
given up the Courſe of Things ta our Contempla- 
tion; and whoſo is prepared in Wiſdom, will ſee as 
much of a miraculous Power in the riſing or ſetting 
Bun, as in the Flame in the Buſh, or the more devouring 

Fire on the Top of Sinai. As there is in theſe much 
out of our Reach, ſo is there not a little whereby 
Gon makes himſelf evidently. known, as well indeed 
by what is hidden, as by wrhat is manifeſted; for both 
ſhnew clearly, — That there is over all an infinite 
Power, great in Counſel, and mighty in Working; 
whoſe Glory the Heavens declare; and alb his Works 


| es to be pondered as far as we can un- 
8 R 2 ” derſtand 


— 


* Ne 9 * * * 3 4 a ECG W_ 
; LY 1 ER s VE 1 8 5 dl a WINS J c "0 "_ 
\ * . - 7 
1 
. 
Fa 9 | 
* 


% 


derſtand them, and to be nd where we do not; 
and who teacheth like him? Who actually makes 
himſelf better underſtood in the Dark than in the 
> Light ; ; in Times of Trouble and Confufion; ; when 
the Arm of the Lord is revealed in Vengeance; 
when the Wrath of the Loxp is revealed from Hea- 
ven againſt our Sins: For though we take no Notice 
of him in his Word, Creatures, or Ordinances, yet 
we can ſometimes ſee him in his Terrors; when he 
| teaches us, as Gideon taught the Men of Saccath, with 
Briars and Thorns : When his Fudgments are in the 
Earth, ſaith the Prophet, the Er of Tet World 
—_ learn R e - 02 


And as Gon doth at this Dp bend bi himſelf ir m1 
9 moving upon the Conſcience, and by giving us an 
Inſight into the Wonders of his Works; ſo doth he 
likewiſe farther manifeſt his Will, by opening in us a 
ſpiritual Diſcernment of his Word. And this reveal- 
ing Word Gop hath in former Ages diſpenſed to 
Mankind in great Variety of Shapes, at ſundry Times, 
| and i in divers Manners; by Viſions, Dreams, and Ex- 
taſies; by the Sacred Oracle, and the Voice from 
Heaven; but more fully by his Law to Adoſet, and 
his Spirit to the Prophets; and, to compleat all, in 
theſe laſt Days, he ſpeaks to us by his Son: In whom, 
faith the Apoſtle, the Revelation of the Myftery, which 
woas kept ſecret ſince the World began, is now made ma- 
_ nifeft for the Obedience of Faith. To his Teaching 
Meſes and the Prophets give Place; by him Govp's 
Will is not only declared, but Un ; 'Life and Im- 
mortality not only brought to Light, but actually ta- 
ken Poſſefſion of. And as, at the Beginning of the 
World; that Light which ſerv'd a- while to diſtinguiſh 
the Day from the Night vaniſhed and gave Place fo 


ee _ Sun — ſo all thoſe firſt Manife- 
| So ſtations 


5 © "19 
[L 2611 


| ations made to che Patfiarehs and Prophets expired, 


or rather were compleated, when CAHRISTH, who is 
our Life, appeared amongſt us. It is not now, Ihave 


dreamed, I have ſeen a Viſion; but; Doſt thou be- 


lieve on the Name of the onſy · hegotten Son of Gon? 
It is hot now, the Word of the Loxb came to this | 
Man, or to that; but all may know him, ſrom the 
Leaſt to the Greateſt. And the written Word that 
recotds theſe Things may juſtly be called a ſtanding 


Revelation, when ſpiritually opened in us according 


to the Mind of CERIST ; otherwiſe indeed it is all 
but à dead Letter, a ſealed Book, and wholly. hid 
from thoſe that are loſt, The ako Mane ſaith St. : 


it) ſhes Be mot ithe Things of oh Spirit of GOD, for | 
they are Poalifhneſs unto him; and, were it not fot the 
Sake of good Manners, he'd tell you as much plainly. 
In ſhort, no Man can know Gop, or his Goff pel, till 


1 


Canis reveal them; and how that is done he himſelf 


tells us hen the Comforter it come, whom I will 
ſend, even the Spirit gf Truth, be hall teach. you all 
_ : 


tw we 758 as Ucon 4 N Lats St. Joby | 


that Anointing | teaches us; all Things, even all that 


may make us happy and wiſe untd Salvation; nor is 
there any Inſtructor that teacheth to profit in the 


Things of the Spirit, but the Spirit itſelf. And ſurely. 


if the written Word were not to be ſo opened by a 
diſcerning Gift, as that Men of honeſt Minds and or 
dinaty Underſtandings may profit by it, without the 
Help of human Learning and worldly; Science, the 
Holy Apoſtles and Prophets may ſeem to have writ- 
ten to ſmall Purpoſe; and the Book of the Scriptures 
n be the moſt unable to attain the End it aims 
R 3 e 
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t Shit is giving Knowledge to the Simple, and 

Converſion to the Sinner, of all that ever was written 
in any Science ſince the World began. For though 
"Wn many Paſſages there may ſeem little Meaning, and 
in others ſuch Depths as he who had been caught up 
to the third Heaven ſtands amazed at; yet all Things 
neceſfary to Salvation ſhall, Time -after Time, and 
as is moſt expedient, be made ſufficiently clear from 
the Word, to every honeſt, humble, and diligent 
Inquirer, who ſeeks only that he may believe and 
'obey. To all ſuch there is a Promiſe made of the 
Divine Aſſiſtance, to diſcren according to their re- 
ſpective Wants; and no farther can be required of 
them, no farther can be deſired by them : And this 
Promiſe is in a great Meaſure fulfilled; when, in this 
e we moped the: oor of Gop in Hand. 


55 Rut . Wwe, Wy this is dobhln de binn his 
Curiofity and Thirſt after Knowledge leads him quite 
another Way, not to be reform'd or help'd, eval to 45 

made wiſe; as 5 will go now we 1 | 


Secondly, 1 To tw how Mankind treſpaſs upon the 
Goſpel; treating it as 4 Matter ſubject to their carnal 
Judgment, and ſuitable to their natural Apprehenſions, 
whereas i it is knowible only by Faith, and} in the 25 
15 a | Revelation on Jxsus Cantor, 1 85 png by 2 

COT 20084311: TT 

"Wake: the very Kit * Thing Man's min uſually 
leads him to, when, withour Grace, he takes the 
Things of Gop into his Conſideration, is to cenſure 
the Diſpenſations of his Providence. Theſe indeed, 
to outward Appearance, when ſpeculated without 
Hope and Truft in God, who brings Good out of 
Ell, and Light out of — ſeem oftentimes 


very 


= aan; =Q@{ ww A gens }_g2aw”2-121-a ga# anus 
A . : 
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Foals 1 


3 very irregular, full of Diſorder and wild Contin- 


gencies; and, in Truth, to the natural Underſtanding | 


of Man, when under the Impreſſion of Sadneſs, when 


it forms its juſteſt Judgment, exhibits a moſt ghaſtly 


Scene. There is one Event to the Righteous, and 
to the Wicked; nay, and which is worſe, there is to 
be ſeen the juſt Man periſhing in his Righteouſneſs, 
and the Sinner prolonging: his Life in à proſperous 
Courſe of Wickedneſs. This has ever been à Stone 
olf ſtumbling, even to wiſe and good Men in all Ages; 


who have been hereby tempted to entertain hard 
Thoughts concerning Divine Juſtice, as though the 


Ways of the Loxp were not equal. The Prophet 
Feremy himſelf, though he be convinced in the Point, 


yet ſtill has an Itch to be diſputing: Fleſh and Blood 


cannot forbear. Righteous art thou, O LORD, 
rohen 1 plead with thee ; yet let me talk with thet'of thy | 
 Fudgments; wherefore doth the Way of the Wi 5 proſ- 
per? And all they are happy who deal very treacherouſly. 
7 | This i is after the Manner of Men; nor can this Judg- - 
ment be rectified, otherwiſe chan by the Regen 
of a udien Saviour. 1 


* 


e Infturich, mh Mair s aki 10 | 


| the Goſpel-Revelation : ſtand at an irreconcilable 
4 Diſtance, | is in the Application of his ſevere Diſpen- 
ſations. What raſh Interpretations do we put on 
theſe Things Though CRRTS ſay I tell o nay; 
yet, if the Towerin Siloam fall, we ſtraight way pro- 
nounce thoſe the greateſt Sinners that ſuffer under it. 


The Galileans that are daſh'd to Pieces at their De- 


votions, and have their own'Blood'mingled with their 
Sacrifices, are concluded the wickedeſt of all Ga- 
lileans; and if a Viper faſten: upon Paul's Hand, no 


doubt preſently but the Man is a Murderer. What 


is 


is this but to take upon us, as much as in us lies, to 
guide the Hand of the Almighty when he- ftrikes ? 
Nay, what is it leſs than ſetting ourſelves in Gop's 
Stead; and not only to judge our Brother, whoſe 
Heart we know not, but to judge our Maker allo, 
and meaſure his Thoughts and Ways by the ſcanty 
Model of our own. This is, ſure enough, after 
Man; but how prepoſterous does it ſound: in any that 
are called Chriſtians, whoſe whole Religion is built 
on a cruciſied Saviour, ee ne ad mar- 


uin Apolties ? 


But again : $5 Way by which * uſurps 
upon the Goſpel, and would fain be wiſe beyond 
what is revealed, is hy an impertinent Inquiſitiveneſs 
into future Contingencies. Some have thought, and 
that on good Grounds, that Gon, out of mere Pity 
to Mankind, did conceal from him the Knowledge of 
what it was neceſſary for him to ſuffer in his Paſſage 
through this mortal Life, this unkind and cruel 
World. Had we an Inſight given us, at our firſt En- 
trance upon this ſad Stage, of all the diſagreeable 
Scenes we are to act in before we can make dur final 
Exit, few would willingly tread it, and ſcarce any 
| haye Patience to ſtay on it till it was regularly cloſed. 
Soy has therefore kindly hid from us the Knowledge 
of what is to come, on purpoſe to take us off from the 


Care and Anxiety it muſt needs have multiplied upon 


us; and that we might be in a Condition fit to go throꝰ 
the Drudgery of Life, which he knows to be expedient 
for our future Exaltation. Vet ſuch has been at all 


. Times the Petulancy and Perverſeneſs of human Na- 


ture, that we are ready to neglect the Things that 
are 3 us, wherein our ee and es ſtand; 
6 4 ; whil 


| [265] 

whilſt we purſue, and liſten after, what ſhall come to 
paſs hereafter which, by the Way, we can never 
know, nor ſhould be a whit the better if we could; 
It appears- that the Jews, Gop's own People, were 
often tax d, upon this Account, in the Books'of Aoſes 
and the Prophets: And for this our Saviour alſo re- 


proaches them; they would ſtill be ſeeking after. = 


Sign; they were very diligent to diſoern the Face of 
the Sky, and of the Earth, to know what was a c- 
ming, but took no Notice of CHRISTôs Kingdom 
and Goſpel that were actually come. Nay, we find 
even his Diſciples frequently guilty of this Prefimp- 
tion, and oſten reproved by him for it. Maſter, 
when fhall all theſe Things be, ſay they; what fhall be 
the Sign of thy Coming, and of the End of the World? 
He replies, Of that Day and Hour knoweth a> Man; 
watch ye therefore. And fo, after he was riſen, they 
aſk, LORD, woilt thou at this Time reftore the King- 
dom to Iſrae]? He tells them, It is not for you to know 
the Times or the Seaſons which the Father hath put in 
his own Power, All this i is after Frans not a Grain 
of Goſpel i in it. N | 


The laſt Inſtance Tha ics to how how Gel 3 
eee ee eee 
| into wa . "inns Decrees. 1 4 5 


. 4 * 


Iris che | Method of many to e the Wotk's of 
their Salvation at the wrong End, as it were; and 
their firſt Step towards Heaven muſt be an infallible 
Aſſurance that Heaven is theirs, though CxxisT be 
not yet form'd in them, and the Image of Gon be 
very ſlightly expreſſed in their Lives. And tho' even 
the beſt of Men, without an Injury to Truth, may 
1 often 


* 
* _ % 1 oo 
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entertain an humble Suſpicion of their eternal 
— yet muſt they needs read their Names 
among the Stars, and ſee themſelves enrolled in the 
Volumes of Eternity, or elſe they'll do nothing. In 
this vain Confidence they go on without Controul; 
and, it may be doubted, are ſo much the leſs careful 
to work out their Salvation with Fear and Trembling, | 
which is the Goſpel-Method, by how . the more 
they make ſure of it 1 | a 


But now, if 8 an abſolute Securityi cannot be at- 
tained, then are they as ſure, on the other Side, that 
Gop has decreed them to everlaſting Perdition his 
Wrath is implacable; his Grace is irrecoverable, ard 

all their Endeavours utterly to no Purpoſe. And thus, 
through a querulous and ſtubborn Deſpondency, 
they neglect the Duties that lie before them, and are 
| . of fulfilling their own Fears. | 


1 avs” now Eniſhed my . 5 ke 
the Matter of the Text to this Iſſue, that what is 01 | 
ter Man is not after CHRIST, and that Nature and 
Revelation never pull together. I ſhall therefore de- 
tain the Subject no longer in Hand, but juſt whilſt I 
take out of the Infidel Quiver one of their ſharpeſt 
Arrows, and return. it upon them. Goſpellers, ſay 
they, are againſt Reaſon, becauſe Reaſon is againſt 
them: So far we agree, that it is againſt the Reaſon 
of unregenerate Man; but, in the Concluſion, we 
differ as wide as Heaven and Earth Therefore, | 
ſay they, Abandon the Goſpel; therefore, ſay we, 
Give up corrupt Reaſon; 3 for it cannot forgive. us our 
| Sins, nor love our Fouls: alive. 
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May Gov keep us from all This hurtful, but 
eſpecially from leaning too much upon our own Un- 


derſtanding; for we are deſperately blind, and, ih 


Proportion, deſperately bold. Reveal in us, O gra- 


\ cious Father, the Light of Life, through thy dear 


Son Jesvs CHRIST our LoRD ; to whom, with thee” 
_ the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, Sc. Amen. 
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Whether Paul, or Apoellos, „ er the Winks, 
or Life, ar Death, or 7255 ſons: or Things to 
come; all are yours ; ae ch are W and 
CHRIST is ee NS: | 

2 XInE AE is ad a Plenitude 4 won 
| made over to us in this Declaration 

and Promiſe, that if I ſhould go about 

+ to declare and ſpeak of it together, it 

. would be found more than I am able 
to W e I muſt therefore take it to Pieces, and 

handle each Particular of which it is compounded 

ſeparately, ſo far forth as the Time and my Abi- 
lity will permit me to bring: them into Diſcourſe : 

Obſerving no other Order, than what ariſes from re- 

verſing that in which they are hee 1 * Ve 

17 bie with ſpeaking, 23 


Fit, of Gov; ; who js himſelf alivar's.'6 ou 40 
: Part of that AY here promiſed to be made our own. 
This indeed comprehends, and is every Fhing that's 


©. ES 

; but being too big for our metal Sight, f it 

this Pak and benighted State, we apprehend little 
"Benefit from it. Yet in this ſingle Word, I will le 
their GOD, is compriſed all Ae Power, Wiſdom, 
Holineſs, and Bleſſedneſs that a Creature is capable 
of receiving : For, in becoming our Gop, be becomes 
our Friend. I was angry, but mine Anger is now © 
turned away. Death and Deſtruction, together with 
the whole Band of Evils that make up their Equipage, 
fly away, and vaniſh as Shadows at the Break of Day, 


when Goy is felt to be our Friend. But tho' Fear 


may fly for a-while before the Senſe of ſuch a Friend- 
ſhip, yet where ſhall we find Subſiſtance? Stifle this 
Dread; Gop will ſuffer none of his Friends to want: 
He that can make, 3 maintain; and he that 
faves our Lives, knows how to find us a Livelihood. 
Under this Character of our God, he is ſtyled our 
Portion as well as Friend. He writes himſelf the 
Portion of Fateh ; and, as ſuch, all his Saints and Ser- 
vants accept him: The Lord is the Portion of mine 
Inberitance;; he is their Bread and their Water, from 
whom all Bread and Water comes; he is their Stock 
and their Store, from whoſe Riches all the Trea- 
e of Nature flow: He that feeds the young Ra- 
vens, and the old Lions, and the worſt of Men, can 
with-hold nothing of this Kind that is good from 
them that live a godly Life. In my Father's Houſe 
there is Bread enough and to ſpare; and whoſoever 
hath this Plenty in any other Houſe, has nothing 
- but what Moth, and Worm, and Ruſt, may take 
and eat before him. Though the Righteous beg 


.-_ their Bread, yet, with him for their Portion, by 
wehoſe Word Man liveth, as well as by Bread, it ſhall 


do its Office, and, at one ſingle Act, ſweetly nouriſh 
both Soul and Body. This then is the firſt and great 
LS EW Por- 


| L 271 1 
tion 8 the Promiſe, G (ON 15 2 ** . And 


Th 


The e is ike VIZ. -Crnrby bimdelf's Twill 
give thee, ſaith the Prophet, for a Covenant';, or 1 co- 
venant te give thee, to the People. 5 : 

” whatever Glory or Bleſſedneſs there Way b be 
in the Fruition of Gop, yet how ſhall we get at it? 
How. ſhall we get over the Gulph fix'd between us 
and him ? How ſhall we ſcale the Partition-Wall that 
ſtands in our Way? How ſhall we cancel the Hand- 
writing that is againſt us? While theſe Obſtructions 
remain, all that's bleſſed and deſirable in Gop is 
nothing to us. To cure us of this well grounded 
Dread, Gop hath given his Son to be ours: The 
Firſt- born of every Creature, in whom too el the 
Fullneſs of the Godhead bodily: He becomes a Man 
to give us both Hope and Help: He comes for a 
Light to the Gentiles, and wh oſoever will follow 
him, ſhall have the Light of Life: He ſhall ſee and 
know the Father, in ſeeing and knowing him in whoſe 
Face the Glory of Go is made to ſhine: He is, 
himſelf, the Loxp our Righteouſneſs; our Price 
our Ranſom; who blots out the Hand- writing, breaks 
down the Partition-Wall, and up the Gulph 
with Tranſgreſſions finiſhed and In made an End 
of. Whatever Difficulties or Doubts appear in the 

Way, or ariſe in our Hearts, from Sin or Guilt; 
from Wretchedneſs or Worthleſsneſs; 'Sacidfathibn, 
in all Points, is made by the Sacrifice of CHRIST, 
and everlaſting Righteouſneſs brought out of it, 

to fill up the Vacancy this Deſtruction makes: He 
atones on Earth, and intercedes in Heaven. As 
Aaron, the Type of CHRIST, was to bear the Names 


| of the Children of Ijrael engraved on his Breaſt- 
Plate, 


r 


Plate, when he went into the Holy Place; ſo our Re- 
deemer, the faithful and merciful High-Prieſt, has his 
Ranſom'd-ones, which indeed are his Body, and ever 
with him in the Preſence of Gon: And his Plea i is, 
Father forgive them, 2 * are mine; and all mine 
are iu. | 


& 3-4 * ib 4 -_- 
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He is | Dkewiſe g en us ſor our King 1 Gover- 
nour; and ſuch a King he is as both ſaves and de- 
| fends his Subjects. His Name ſhall bo calld FESUS, 
becauſe be ſhall ſave his People. Tis a great Mercy 
to be under ſuch a Governour as faves and defends; 
and what would become of us were there no ſuch 
King in rael! Whither would our unruly Hearts 
carry us; and what Tyranny, what Cruelty would 
not be exerciſed both by us, and upon us? Rejoice 
_ then greatly, O Daughter of Zion ; Hout, O Daugh- 
55 ter of Jeruſalem : Behold thy King cometh unte thee ; 
Ee is juſi, and baving Salvation ; lowly, and riding up- 
en an Aſs. As a King, he beftows his- Salvation; as 
lowly, he ſhews the true Power of his Kingdom. 
He comes not to get, but to give; not to give Laws, 
but good Giſts unto Men: And, to the Lowly, he 
gives like a King, Palms, and Crowns, and Thrones; 
ä ae * * C * 150 ” POR of Weir 


1 3 —— fooliſkl y "re IR are . 

5 Children of this World, who will not have this Man 

_ . to.reign over them; and yet who, without him, have 

no Inheritance, but Ruin; no Liberty, but to be mi- 

ſerable. Let ſuch inherit their own Folly ; but let 

2 Iſrael rejoice in him that made them; and = the Chil- 
dren of Zion be joyful in their King. . | . 


* 
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Come all ye Sons of Anat, ye Seed of the Giants; 
come all ye Sons of Belial, ye Seed of Adultery; 
come all ye Iſbmaelites, Ammonites, Moabites, and 
Hagarenes; aſſociate, confederate, take Counſel to- 
gether; ſmite with the Tongue, puſh with Horn, 
Side, and Shoulder; let all the Powers of Darkneſs, 
all the Gates of Deſtruction, join with the King of 
Terrors, Death, at the Head of them; the Virgin, 
the Daughter of Zion, with this her King in the 
Midft of her, ſhall be no otherwiſe moved at-your 
united Terrors, than i in en to en her Heal at 


you” 


under is her Head as well as mag Hei is given 

to be the Head over all Things to the Church; from 
which all the Body of the Faithful, by Joints and 
Bands, having Nouriſhment miniſtred and knit toge- 
ther, increaſeth with the Increaſe of em ; _ Us his 
Pulneſs have 9 we have cnn | 


Though lates we are riot in FEVER but 
Darkneſs ; weak in Knowledge, weak in Faith, in 
Love, in Patios: yet are we Light in the Loxp; 
in him are hid all the Treaſures of Grace, Wiſdom, 
Knowledge, Meekneſs, and Patience, and in him we 
ſhare of them all. All are JO if ye are CHRIST :, 5 
and CHRIST it GOD's. But farther, 


Thirdy, The World is here faid to be ours bre 
wiſe. This may appear but oddly joined with Gop 
and Carat | in the ſame Gift; but yet, though the 
Righteous neither ex xpect nor deſire to have their Re- 
ward in this Life, this Life, as well as that which is 
to come, are, notwithſtanding, both put here into the 
Promiſe. The Meek ſhall inherit the Earth; and 

Vor. 1 I. 35 | Thing 


. 
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Things preſent, as well as Things to come, are here 
ſaid all to be yours: The preſent Goods of this Life, 
Houſes, and Brethren, and Siſters, and Mothers, and 
Lands; nay, Riches and Honours. But let us not 
be in too great Haſte to lay hold of theſe Promiſes in 
our own carnal Senſe: Remember they are made by 
CarisT to his Chriſtians, and that they muſt be qua- 
lified fo as to be made confiſtent with all the reſt that 
is at the ſame Time declar'd concerning theſe Things; 
with, Go ſell that thou haſt, and thou ſhalt have Trea- 
ſure in Heaven, and come follow me. All is to be 
poſſeſſed, Houſes and Lands, and whatever elſe is put 
together, ſo as to be conſiſtent with Perſecutions, for 
they are joined in the ſame Sentence; and, after all, 
our Comforts muſt ſpring from that good Cheer 


which ariſes from ChRIST's having overcome the 
| World, for 1 in It Tribulation i is ſtill included. 


But yet, 5 . Clogs, wore are 
they found? Or how is this Part of the Promiſe in 
any Senſe made good ? Who are the Poor, the Har- 
| bourleſs, the Friendleſs; who have Wo, Want, 
Shame, and Sorrow; who are Strangers and Pilgrims, 
| hunted; up and down, and driven to Corners? To 
whom has Hunger and Thirſt, Cold and Nakedneſs, 
been more familiar than to the Godly in all Ages; 
inſomuch that St. Paul makes them the Signs of an 
Apoſtle. 


| But, OT Y To ro all he all the babies of 
Soy are ſure, and this is one among the reſt The 
Meek are to poſſeſs the Earth; and this Life, or the 
World, is here poſitively ſaid to be yours; and, with- 
out any Straining, all this may eaſily be reconciled. 
A Chriſtian who has renounced the World, at that 

very 


oo tn 


i very Iaſtant begins to have the rigat Uſe and proper 
Enjoyment of it; as, having nothing, he poſſeſſes all 


} 


Things. In this State he has as much of it as he de- 
fires, and that is more than any other Sort of Poſleſ- 
for has to ſay. Your Heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of theſe Things, and how much they 


ar he knows, and ſo much is given them; ſo much 
zs that, in the Days of "PIs PE ſhall have 


enou Sh. 5 


Many have a much; the? | ak Minty ; wo 


much Efteem; too many F riends; more than 4550 


them Good, but rather ſerves to ſink and drown them 
inPerdition and Deſtruction. Chriſtians have enough 
in being poſſeſſed of that Loxp, whoſe is the Earth, 
and the Fulneſs thereof: They know a Secret that 
others do not ; they know that what little they have 
deſcends to them by Promiſe as well as Providence; 


and; under this double Title, it becomes ſure and ſa- 


tisfactory: They can have more for aſking, but find 


no need to aſk for more, as being Fellow-Heirs with 


him who is the Heir of all Things. And a ſcanty 
Morſel, thus eat in Faith, in that very Thought be- 
comes a Feaſt of fat Things: It has a Power of 


changing Bran into the fineſt F lour, and turning 


Water into the beſt of Wine. 

Rene they are veel from the Anxiety 
of What ſhall we eat, what ſhall we drink, or where- 
withall ſhall we be chathed? Which pierces the very 
Soul 'of the Gentile with Sorrow ; eats up his Com- 
fort, and brings a cold Damp upon the Heart, that 
chills, in ſpite of the beſt and warmeſt Cloathing. 
Anxiety, at any Time, cuts deeper than Want; and, 
after al, "what Good is got by thus raking 75 
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= 2 * the Ben be my Portion; 35591 let but 
| -my "Meſs be from thy Table, 0 bleſſed Lots! And 
ba, it much or little, Benjamin s Five- times-as-much, 


or Judah 8 Single Slice, I am content to be at thy | 


Allowance. | Let but my Portion in this Life reſt 
upon thy Deed of Gift, and put my Children's 
Names. into the ſame, and I will aſk no more for Self 
or Company; in 2 of this Sort careful, if the 
Lon be but at hand. CS 


Perth ® „And as ＋ * 225 Goods, fo, in 7 17 next 
| Place, the preſent Evils are, as a Part, and a great 


Part too; of this World, put into the Promiſe; even 


chat of the Croſs, which includes and N them 
all: And which, in the New Teſtament, i is not impoſed 
as à Burden only, but is bequeathed as a Legacy. 
Unto you it is given not only to believe, but allo; to ſuffer. 


*Tis joined too, we ſee, 1 with the moſt glorious of 


Gifts, even that of Faith: And the Croſs, by CHRIST's 
2 been ypon. it, is changed from 2 Curſe to a 


And nov it Py are ye Ws bleſſed are the 


| Perſecuted; and bleſſed are the Outcaſt and Reviled: 
The Woes are all gone over to the other Side of the 
ueſtion 3, Wo unto you that are rich; Wo unto 
ou that laugh and are full; Wo unto you whom 
all the World ſpeak well of; and that with a Reaſon 
which not one in a hundred obtains For ye have 
received your Conſolation; ſo that the Croſs and the 
Curſe are now ſeparated. To the Wicked every Af- 
fliction is a Curſe ; there is Wrath i in all their Suffer- 


ings, 


—_—= = TS end] LAKE 2 


 heart- -breaking, heart-purging 
a have more than he can bear, and none leſs than his 
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ings, Venom in n Arrow, Vengeance in every 
Dart. But the very Curſes Men pour forth on the 
Righteous are nothing but Crofles; tho? there may be 
Vinegar or Gall in the Cup, yet there's no. Venom 
there; though there be Anguiſh, there's no Wrath; 
though they are ill- favoured, they ſtir no IIl-will, or 
produce any evil Iſſue. The Smitings of the Wicked 
are to the Godly, as they were to the e if no 
other than a n Balm. | | 


What the World calls Evil, Is anAified to feveral 


+ bleed Ends, otherwiſe it would never have had a 


Being; 3 it ſerves to prove and reprove; to humble | 
and to purge; and, to whatever Purpoſe it is appoint- 


| ed, it never returns in vain: For, as a "Gift Kom 


Go, it is proportioned to every Man's Needs and 
Strength. I will corref# thee in Meaſure, faith the 
Prophet, but will not leave thee altogether wnp unifhed. 
Yet I will not contend for ever, leſt the Spirit ſhould 
fail before. me. The Apoſtle tells us that we have 


need of Patience, and Experience tells us that we 


have need of Matter to exerciſe Patience upon; and, 


to gur ſeveral Needs, our ſeveral Chaſtiſements bear 


an exact Proportion. The ſtubborn Child muſt have 


more Stripes than the tender-hearted ; and the very 
Shaking of the Rod ſhall do more to ſome Tempers, 
than the Smart of it to others: But all need ſomething - 


of the afflictive Kind. He alone that is without Sin, 


can ſay, T have no need of e Shame, or 
orrow: None ſhall 


Needs require. Gop delights not in puniſhing z he 


doth not affict willingl”, or grieve the Children of 


Men, as they can bait thy F ellow-Creatures for 
Sport and, Paſtime; but yet he had rather hear them 


: oo than ſee them periſh. © Your Heavenly, Father 


„  anoweth 
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knoweth that ye have need of theſe Things 1e. Thou 
in very Paithfulneſs, faith David, haſt afflifted mne. 
Indeed it muſt be by ſuch Stripes that we are healed, 
if ever we are healed at all: When therefore we can 
ſay heartily, O LORD correct me, but with Judgq- 
ment; not in thine Anger, left thou bring me to nothing, 

we ſhall find ſuch Cn iſſue from Afflictions, ſo 
| underſtood and accepted, as exceed, for Fulneſs of 


Satisfaction, all the Sweets hat are 1 8 on 2 Side 
the Grave. | 


= The art Conflicts with Temptation, when felt in 
earneſt, are indeed terrible; and the Croſs newly laid 
upon the Shoulder is as an heavy Yoke juſt put upon 
the Neck, deemed inſupportable ; and it muſt be ſo, in 
order to do the Office there for which it is impoſed. ' 
As a Degree of painful Inflammation is ſometimes 
wanted to fetch out the hidden Balſam in the Blood, 
for the Cure of a deſperate Sore, ſo nothing but ſuch 
Tribulation can work the Patience that i is neceſſar/ 
| to heal all the ſad Diſorders of our Souls. 


When we feel the Thorns and the Nails; when 
the Iron enters into our Souls; when it pricks and 
ſmarts, then it moves itſelf aright ; then it begins to 
work towards a Cure; then the laudable Matter is 
producing that brings Health, and, like the Blueneſs 
of a Wound, cleanſeth away all Evil. Only expect 
not theſe comfortable Symptoms before the Time: 
At the firſt Entrance into Tribulation it is ſeldom 
found ; for Sin lyeth at the Door, and the Croſs will 
tell us all that ever we did. I remember my Faults - 
this Day, is ever the Language of the unexperienced 
Sufferer: But be not diſmay'd, Sin meets us here only 
to ſhake Hands and part for ever; and, after this 


A 1gONY; 


ject, with an Endeavour to reconcile Death, the King 


— 
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Agony, the Powers of Heaven ſhall come upon us, 
miniſter to our Naum and fill up all our Deſires. K | 

Thus Gop and . this World, or the Life 
that now is; the Goods and the Evils of it, whether 
preſent or to come, are all yours; and, as a Promiſe 
from the Creator, are worthy Gifts of the aer s 
"Hons * 


Fifthhy, But here is one Thing joined i in the ſame 
Parcel, which I have purpoſely left for the laſt, as the 


moſt difficult of all to reconcile with the Notion of a 


good Gift from an Almighty Benefactor, and that is 
Death. Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas; or the 
World, or Life, or Death, all are yours: Except the 
World, or the Life of it, all the Remainder, in this 
Portion of the preſent, could well have been ſpared _ 
85 moſt People. 
As for Paul, or "= Cephas, I 3 lice to 
ſay, but that formerly they were eſteemed as great 
Gitts ; but for thoſe that ſucceed them at this Day in 
the Work of the Miniſtry, they are fo well known to 
be your own already; of your own making and or- 
dering, as well as of your own maintaining, counte- 
nancing, and preferring, that it would be ridiculous 
ſpeaking of them as any Gifts unto Men. Formerly, 
indeed, Gon is ſaid to give to ſome Apoſtles, to ſome 
Prophets, to ſome Paſtors and Teachers; but as all 
of this Kind ſeems to be diſclaimed on all Hands, and 
is concluded to belong only to the firſt miraculous 
Propagation of the Goſpel, it would be Impertinence 
to urge any ſuch Matter now: I ſhall therefore, thus 
diſmiſſing this Point, finiſh my Deſign upon the Sub- 


of 


* 
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| of Terrors, with the Notion of a good Gift from 
Gods... $i wa 


And here's a Text at Hand that 3 this Work 
all at once: We are delivered to Death for FESUS 
Sake, that the Life alſo of FESUS 'might be mani- 
Feſted in our mortal Flip. Thus Death is an Advan- 
tage, for now to die is Gain: Its Commiſſion is 
wholly changed : It was, Death take him to Priſon, 
there to be reſerved to the Judgment of the Great 

Day; tis now, take and diſmiſs him, Death, and let 
him find, thro' thee, a ready Entrance into the Joy 
of his LoD. I defire therefore, ſaith the Apoſtle, to 
depart, that I may be with CHRIST; which is far 
better than to be without him any where, or with him 
Wi where on this r the Grave. 


Thus our 8 and irreſiſtible — that fubdues 
and puts all under his Feet, is made our neceſſary 
Servant, and kills only What. ſtands between us and 
our Happineſs. Diſarm'd of Sin, like a Serpent that 
has loſt its Sting, we may ſafely take it into our Bo- 
ſom. We may now ſet our Feet on this King of 
Terrors, and ſay, Tanks be to Gop who hath gl 

8 ven us the Victory over him; for in this Conqueſt we 
| find the Deſtruction of all our other Enemies. When 
Death has done his laſt kind Office upon us, then a 
long and hearty Farewell to Edom, and Ammon, and 
Amalect A long and bleſſed Adieu to all Offence 
and Dread of it; to the pricking Briar, and the ſtab- 
bing Thorn. Sin and Sorrow troop before him; 
Want and Shame march off at his Preſence. - He 
proclaims Liberty to the Captive, and from the Op- 
preſſor ſets the Oppreſſed free. In this his laſt Vic- 
tory he deſtroys all Evil, and nothing elſe, for Good- 


neſs 
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neſs is immortal; and, amongſt the reſt, is ſwallowed 
up himſelf; we die no more, Mortality itſelf is ſwal- 
lowed up of Life. He can only put us over, and ſet 
us ſafe on Shore; but can no more ſet a Foot on 
the Land of the Living,” than Fleſh and Blood can 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Thus our Logp 
has made Death a Deliverer to thoſe who, for Fear 
of him, were all their Life-time ſubje& to Bondage. 
We may now not only with Patience, but with De- 

| fire, expect him as a good Gift; for if Tribulation 
and Anguiſn, if Sin and Mortality, if Fear and Shame, 
if Sadneſs and Dejection, only die under his Hand, 
then, Loxp ſtrengthen me this once, and let me die 
with theſe Philiſtines; eſpecially too when the next 
Step we take is into a bleſſed Eternity: For as Gop 
and CHRIST; as worldly Good and Evil; as Life and 
Death, are yours, even ſo, as a Concluſion of all his 
Gifts, it is your Father's good Pleaſure to give you | 
the Kingdom. Yours is the Kingdom of Heaven, 
the Glories of which muſt be left within the Veil; 
for Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear beard, neither have en- 
tered into the Heart of Man the Things which G ny 
hath prepared for _ that love him. 


Thanks, then, 5 given to Gon for all his Gifts, 
whether thoſe we have now ſpoken to, or thoſe that 
are unſpeakable. May he only grant us to deſire 
that his Will may be done upon Earth as it is in 
Heaven, and then the warmeſt of our Hopes, both 
here and hereafter, ſhall be more than anſwered, 
when Gop crowns all his Gifts with that eternal 
Glory which is in his Son CHRIS Jesvs our Lokxn; 
and to whom therefore, with the Father and Holy 
Spirit, be aſcribed, &c. Amen. 
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SER M ON XXII. 


ACTS . 


And they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and be- 
Jan to ſpeak with other 7 th as the Spirit gave | 
them Utterance. 


| LL the Tongues, then upon Farth, 
8 2 were not ſufficient to expreſs and 
7 2 worthily magnify Gop's holy Name 

2 | * for this wonderful Emanation of his 
©: " Goodneſs to Mankind, in ſending 

| Rr upon them the Gift of the Holy = 
Spirit from above; and therefore other Tongues * ? 

are brought down with him from Heaven, to render 

hereby more effectual his bleſſed Deſigns towards us. 


And indeed if he gives a new Heart and a new 
Spirit, he muſt give a new Tongue too, or all 
would be ſhut up in Silence ; the old one knows not 
how to frame itſelf to give out the Mind of him wh» 
ſpake as never Man ſpate. As'the natural Man re- 
cerveth not the Things of the Spirit; ſo none can 


rightly 


* * 
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. Goo "firſt bead: forth bis - Son 50 . World, 
and then he ſends forth the Spirit of his Son to ſeal 
t our Uſe all the Benefits of CHRIST's Coming i in 
the Fleſh. He aſcends up on High, and then gives 
from thence Gifts unto Men; all which, however 
manifold, are ſumm'd up in this one Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. All that CyrrsT did and ſuffered up- 
on Earth for our Sakes had been left incompleat, if 
this Power to Newneſs of Life had not appeared, 
according to his holy Word and moſt true Promiſe, 
to finiſh the Wark his Father gave him to do, and 
crown. all his Acts. So that we know not how to 
compute, when compared together, the Value of 
the Prophets News, A Son is given us; or that of 
the Apoſtle, The Spirit of Adoption” is" ſent forth 
into our. Hearts, whereby. we can ſay unto GOD, 
All, Father! Who can eſtimate Which is the 
greater Benefit, the Aſcending of our Fleſh, or the 
Deſcending of his Spirit; the Incarnation of Gon, 
or the Inſpiration % Man # For by both is Gob 
truly manifeſted in the Fleſh: In the former, by the 
I of his Son, and in the latter, by the Commu- 
nion of the Holy Ghoſt. By both we are made 
compleat in him, and have the full Accompliſhment 
of all his Promiſes: Thoſe of the Old Teſtament, 
That he ſhould partake of the Human Nature, and 
be clothed with our Fleſh; and that great and pre- 
. cious one of the New, That we ſhould partake of 


the Divine, and be inveſted with his Spirit. 80 that 


| n * CHRIST is OO the hulflling: of the 
Law, 


the eee ef the Goſpel: wer . 9 oe bo 


wonderful Manifeſtation, we come as e their EE 
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0 was on ite Day. a which * 
gidat Fendt user he Law); and expedient it was 


„ 


that fo uniyerſal a Benefit ſhould be publiſhed hem 


when the greateſt Number were preſent, bor receive,. 
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Tune Aſt Fandag of 1 Goſpel; which! Was wg 
ſigned for the Salvation of all Mankind, wus of ſuck 
infinite and univerſal Concerti, that it would have 
been inconſiſtent to have Bad: it obſcutely carried 
and tranſacted, as it were, in à Corner. And ac- 
cordingly it is not huddled” up, as what fears the 

5 Light, in private, but was promulged when a great 
Coticourſe' of People were met together, of every 
Nation under N r "oP e 8 


it. we 2 1 7 
- £ 2 * F : y l =S 

: wo 4 3 G4 
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But ain Or 1 2 father aw Proprizey in "this . Fealt 
being clioſen for it above all bthers; for it ſo forms 
a Correſporidency and Harmony betweeri.the Inſtitu- 
tions of the Old, and their Completions in the ow 
Teſtament ; 2 'Circuritanee we ſhould always I give 
earneſt Heed to: So it was at che Death of En 
he was not only ſlain as the Lamb was, but ven 
at the very Time when the Lamb Was ſlaity was 
n our Paſſover offered for us. 3 


hat 
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Now | 
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Nor from the Feaſt of the Paſſover, reckoning fifty 


We Days, the Children of Iſrael came to Mount Sinai, 


and there, on the Day of Penteceft, receiv'd the Law: 
And on the ſelf-fame Day, counting from CRIS's 
Death fifty Days, it brings you to this Promulgation 
ef the Goſpel. Thus, with regard to Time, was 
Aaſes, the Servant, his giving out the Spirit of Bon- : 
dage, fitly connected with that Spirit of Cuzisr, 
the Maſter of the Houſe, which delivers us from 
tze Slavery. of it, into 4 L r 8 the 
eee . * 


: " Ae: At this Feaſt, and * — they, ket 
put the Sickle to the Corn; and on this Day it 
pleaſed the Loxp of the Harveſt to reap and gather 
Fruits out of the great Field of the World. The 
very Word Penteceſ likewiſe, which. ſignifies fifty, 
points the ſame Way: This was their Seaſon when 
all Debts were forgiven and utterly cancelled ; the 
Time of their Jubilee, when every Man was reſtored 
to his orignal Eſtate; and, on the ſame, Gop's free 
Pardon of the Sins of the whole World is proclaimed, 
and ſent forth even to the Ends of the Earth. He 
gave out his Spirit, ſdith David, and they were created, 
and thou fhalt renew the Face of the Earth. The 
firſt Creation being ruinated and choaked with Sin, 
by a ſecond moving of the ſame- creating Power, he, 
as on this Day, forms it afreſh ; gives it a new Life ; 
temoves the Enmity; ſanctifies again the whole 
Maſs of Things; and, by the Change he works, re- 
ſtores fallen Nature to the Favour and Bleſſing of 
Sp. Thus much for the Time of this * 


e e ee in 3 8 
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The ſecond Place, look into the Manner of it: 
For the Gop of Order holds a ſteady Courſe in all 
his Proceedings. Obſerve then that thoſe who, as 
on this Day, received this wonderful Gift, were, by 
his preventing Grace, thus fitted for his Reception, 

by being all of one Accord in one Place, waiting for 

him. Unity of Heart and Mind is indeed neceſſary 
for the Reception and Entertainment of any Spirit; 
nor can there be Life without Harmony in any Sort. 


of Body, whether Natural or Divine. 


The, Holy Ghoſt i is the very eſſential Spirit of 

Unity and Love; he is the eternal Band that makes 
the Father and the Son for ever one; he unites 
Go and Man in the Perſon of Cnnier; and it is he 
that makes Men to be of one Mind in an Houſe. . 1f 
they are made of one Heart, this will ſoon bring them 
all into one Place ; there together waiting and ma- 
king their common Supplications for that Power of 
Goodneſs from on High, which is alike wanting to 
all Mankind ; and without which no Man can ſet 
a Foot forward in the Way to Heaven. 


1 is this Want of Harmony and Agreement a- 
mongſt ourſelves that ſtands between us and the 
friendly Influence of this Spirit of Love and Peace. 
This Silver Cord is broken, or at leaſt untwiſted, and 
then what Hope remains of good Spirits, or indeed 
of Life of any Kind. We may ſing, and we may 
ſay, Come Holy Ghoſt; but if we have not prepared 


a, quiet Lodging for him, to what Purpoſe do we 


invite him into our Quarters ? To be a Witneſs of 
pious Bickerings and religious Quatrels, falſly ſo 
Called? Our Day of Penteceft is not as yet fully 
come; we ought to be found of him in Peace, 
which 


5 


Wbich we _ not yet diſpoſed to, either in Fai 
or Doctrine. His ſecond Coming will be according to 
the Conditions of his firſt: Thoſe upon whom he 
+ deſcends, muſt be of one Accord; and in one Place, 
there patiently waiting together, not like the Men 
of Bethulie, for four or five Days, and if he come 
Not within thoſe Days, then wax weary'and give 


up all for loſt, The Apoſtles tarried for this Promiſe | 


of the Father as many Weeks, patiently abiding the 
Lonp's Leiſure. He that believeth, let him not 
make Haſte, and preſently ſay, All Men are Liars. 


If he happen to ſtay, ſtay for him as he häth for 
us; he will certainly come to all that look for him, 


he will not tarry. Oh tarry thou then the Loxp's 
Leiſure, he ſhall, at length, comfort thine Heart; put 
thy Truſt in him, and be doing Good, and verily 
thou ſhalt be fed, a and that with thy Heart's Deſire. 


Tit His prepared, he comes upon the Apoſtles 
in a viſible and audible Manner, contrary to his 
uſual Method of Proceeding, and the Inviſibility of 
a ſpiritual Subſtance. But as the Law from Sinai 


5 5 was thus honoured, ſo the Law that proceedeth from 


Sion, muſt come bellind it in no Sort of Witneſs 
that might make it exceed in Glory.. This ruſhing 
Wind and cloven Tongues were thus apparently 
ſent once, to teſtify even to the Senſes of all that 
had but Eyes and Ears, that Mankind were actually | 
| viſited from on High. So faith St. Peter of it, 
CHRIST being thus exalted, and having received 
the Promiſe of the Father, he hath ſbed forth this 
which ye now ſee and hear. A Noiſe, as of a mighty 
Wind, is-heard, ſerving as a Trumpet to proclaim 


his Comin g. and awaken the World to give him 
| ” ſuitable 


28 & er Lights to let them ſee that the Day of 
their Viſitation was now come. This Sound, we 
are told, is gone out into all Lands; and was indeed 
een 86 to by ſome in all Ages of the World: By 
Ensch, before the Flood; by Neah, in the Midſt of 
ol its and by Ne WE RETIRE Oe Wt 


- e for cut, built e Mme 
ner, with the ſame; nor could its Deſigns be well 
carried on without it : For how ſhould they believe, 


faith St. Paul, on him of whom they have not heard ® 


But then this Word muſt come from Man, only as 
an Eccho, as the Word in the Original importeth. 
The Word of the Loxp muſt firſt come to us, and 
rebound, as it were, from us to each other; other- 
wiſe it is a Sound indeed, but to be ſuſpected ; for 
being formed only in the Mouth of the Speaker, and 
of no higher Extraction than the modulated Breath 
of mere human Organs; if it come not from the 
Heart, it will never reach the Heart, but die away 
like other Sounds in NT TO ee? a 
attentive dener. By IN 


| Thersi is, to an e demi an aftoniſh- | 
ing Affinity between the Works of Gon in the out- 
ward Creation, and the Patterns of. them in the 
Heavens. The Wind that produces Sound, the 
moſt aptly of all earthly Elements, repreſents the 
Holy Spirit in his Nature and Manner of Working, 
as Fire does the Power of the Father, and Water 


the Meekneſs of the Son; and therefore are we to 


de baptized with them all three, that the whole 
Image of Gop . the Soul 
and fiele or Eterwity. FR TED | 
. . Sound, 
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Said. and Wind its wonderful Pn is, of all 
Things, the leaſt bodily, and comes the neareſt to 
the Nature of a Spirit: Inviſible as it is; quick and 
active as it is; free as it is; blowing where. it liſteth; 
and is the immediate Mos: of Life in the Noftrils 
of all Creatures that have Breath. And as it holds 


ſuch a Similitude in Nature, ſo have they truly all 


but one Name in the Hebreu Tongue, though in 
our Language it be called Wind in the open World, 
Breath, when compriſed in the Body, and . 
when influencing the Church of CHRIST: Infomuch 


_ - that the diſtinguiſhing of Spirits in their ſeveral, but 


ſimilar, Operations, and the Trial and diſcerning of 
them from each mk is one of the b e _ of 
the oy Cas | 


5 


This kick is now ene is 3 with ; a 


= e. Mark of Diſtinction from all others; it was 


not only ſudden in its Riſing, and mighty in its Ope- 
ration, for this is common to them all, but it de- 
ſcends immediately from Heaven; is felt by none 
but thoſe who deſire to be filled with the Spirit of 
Heaven; moves nothing in them but Divine and 
Heavenly + Temblde; and gives no other Hope, but 
that of being carried back by it to the ſame * 
| from nn, NE n e eee 
; ML 3 if 1 
e by 4 its » Effects, we . w what Wind 
blows; whether it be from Heaven, or of Men; a 
en from SPS oh or an ee Hoes 0229" 108 
15 1 1 
e 1 eee was abe of Tenge 7 en 
— like as of Fire, ſitting upon the Head of 
each of them : The former ſerves to the Benefit of 
thoſe whom it fills with Goodneſs and ruth; ; _ 
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this latter "oY the Advantage of others: For | 
they were hereby enabled to ſet forth the ſame,” and - 
ſpread abroad the Knowledge of CHHISH the Word 
of Salvation. As in the natural Body, the ſame _ 
Breath ſerves, the Purpoſes both of Life and Speech ; 

ſo, in the ſpiritual Body of CHRIS T's Church, the 
vital and vocal hl muſt have but one Original. ef 


Here rightly t to diſcern, 8 utmoſt8kcill. 
Than the Tongue no better Member, no more 
uſeful Gift from above : 'Than the een no worſe 
Thing from beneath. As the latter is the fitteſt In- 
ſttrument for Miſchief, ſo the former for Good; and 
ö both of them are alike een for as different Ends. * 
Tus, like the pe $ forked Aa whoſs 
5 Word i is not the ſame, and whoſe Deſigns are divers 
g from all it utters; and That, to reverſe the Curſe of 
Babel, to build up Sion in its Stead in every Nation, 
by ſpeaking ſuch Variety of Words as all might un- 
derſtand; and then, with one Mouth _ one Voice 
ae his: Gop of I ee HPO: 
Aud as they were e for this bleſſed End, 
ſo were they of Fire, and fat on the Head of each 
of them, to ſignify, on the one Hand, That they were 
not of elementary devouring Fire, but of that Kind 
1 which once burnt in the Buſh; and conſumed it not; 
a and, on the other, That a Tongue of mere Fleſni, 
which can only churn and beabithe: Air, was not 
equal to the Work of nnen to e hs Minty: 3 
Hearts of. erate neon W e , ABI "4 its IJ 
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There muſt be FEE of a more > wales and 5 
vigorous Nature to lighten the Darkneſs, diſperſe 
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| neſb of Men's cold, and more than half-dead, Aﬀec- 


tions. The Lip muſt be touched with a live Coal | 


from off the Altar: Fire muſt be put into the 
Tongue, and Spirit into the Words, to drive away 


che dulf Stupor, refine the Drofs, and purge out the 


miſtaken Wiſdom, the falſe Maxims of the deep- 
rooted Teathings' and Manners of OG + 


This is the Saſting with Fire AA Socks | 

4 find. as it was niuch wanted, he came upon Earth 
do ſend it: Gon grant it may never be wholly ex- 
tinguiſhed; though it remain but as ſmoaking Flax, 
may it ſtill fall and reſt upon our Heads, making 
our Hearts burn within us, when the Scriptures that 

only 0-40 to it are e rightly N ee 85 


5 FFC 
Matter or Thing ſignified by all this Circumſtance.-- 
"They were all filled with the Holy Ghoft, and began to 
ſprat with other Tongues, as the Spirit gave them Ut- 
terunce. They are firſt filled themſelves, and then 
begin, like a being Fountain, to overflow for the 
: VVV 


© The Holy Spirit, in all his W : 

© ax ſrom a Centre, from the inward o e out 
alters the Mind before it chang ward; 
another Heart, before it nl er To 


Vork a Change on the Spirit, and then . 
P Phraſe; and it is prepoſterous in Nature to offer to 


IAIN ee other Order. {ix 
a 

>, | ' 
. 6 Bees, 2 Ia, 


s the Speech; . 4 


1 2251 


50 were al filled with the Hol Glo; not widh 
: mere Wind or earthly Vapours: The hardened 
Standers-by faid, indeed, It was the Spirit of new _ 
Mine that had filled and mtoxicated them, ſtrongly 
fermenting with their own animal Spirits: And truly, 
nas the Prophet obſerves, Men may be drunken, even 
with their own Humours, without the Help of Wine. 
There are hot Humours from the Gall that may 
look like Zeal, and windy ones from the Spleen that 
may ſhine as the Light; but both theſe, upon Trial, 
are found wanting b 
ſential Subſtance of all the ſpiritual Gifts of Gon. 
Wich this Heavenly-Mindedneſs were they ſo filled, - 
E H 
Gu : | 


Now this Filling bere . mk they 
. Meakures of this Holy Spirit, of which the Apoſtles 
were not wholly wanting before they were thus 
viſited, They had been both baptized and breath'd 
upon ; but, ng to Eliſba's Petition, there are 
ſingle and double Portions of it; ſometimes, it is 
but as a Breath, and only received; at others, as a2 
T Wind eee ſo 8 | 


| * 


There is indeed a Portion 1 8 1 in al ; 
1 Things to give them Being; which, David ſays, 
neither flying up nor ſinking down can poſſibly 
eſcape ; but that Divine Preſence which conftitutes 
Heaven, is of an higher Order, and which ſo filled 
the Apoſtles, that they could neither contain it nor 
themſelves any longer: The Fire is kindled, and they 
immediately begin to ſpeak with their new Tongues. 

Before, they knew not how or what to ſpeak; in 

T'3 ——""" 


in that Holineſs which is the eb 
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2 dis two-fold Tongue ongue, they find an- hid Treaſure 
both of Wiſdom and Words, together with Courage 


* and Diſcretion to place them properly; for it was 


the ſame Spirit that gave the Power that gave the 
Utterance: Inſomuch that there was neither Speech 
nor Language but their Voices, and the Subſtance 
of their Meſſage was heard and underſtood amongſt 
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# 0 x x” E 8 * % ” . 8 
- * £ 1 "Ii 5 x SE 4-9 * N 5 4 * * 3 * 


This is by no Means the leaſt valuable Part of 
chis Day's Giſt. Men may begin, and continue to 
peak long, at their Pleaſure, and in what Language 
| Joever they are Maſters ;- but unleſs! a good Spirit 
guide the Tongue, ſupply the fit Word, correct 
the Thought, and ſuggeſt to the Imagination, ſit- 
ting, as it were, Ruler in the Intellet, guiding and 
governing the Hurry and Warmth of the haſty Con- 
ceptions of the Mind, no Man can anſwer for the 
Soundneſs of the Doarine, or what, in the End, ſhall 
ber ve — of ny won © that comes e him. 3 


a — as he enen e 60 we may con- 
clude, tho? it ve bog here ſo ſet down, that he gave 
them what" to r alſo: Not the light, crude, 
ſhallow, indigeſted Matter that worldly Wiſdom 
| yends for Science.; Obſervations drawn, ſometimes 


Adiſhoneſtly too, froth partial Experiments, and miſ- 
taken Experiences, which rather worſen the Ear or 


"Temper of the Hearer, than ſerve to the Purpoſes 
of Inſtruction in any Kind, When called upon to 
liſten to for News, what has been long ſince laid 
aſide for miſtaken or unedifying Knowledge : But 
they ſpake as they were taught, Things worthy of 


1 5 en, Teachers, the on Thing of „e and 
£ To what 


JJC ⁵ ²⁵¶ ASS | | 
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Uni why concerns the Kingdom of Heaven; the Neceſ- 
ſity of the Croſs for the Deſtruction I the Fleſh, 


that the Soul may be ſay'd in the Day of the Lonp. 


5 n bus went it with the Apoſtles. 


UT * Words Gel, concerning how i it is to o g0 | 


with Us, ſhall finiſh the Deſign, © 


About this the World is moſt ah divided, 3 


in Tongue and Heart. It is highly injurious to ſay 
pol eyery one that hopes to have his Heart cleanſed by- 
the Inſpiration of this Holy Spirit, that he aims at 


being ranked with the Apoſtles :' He has not their 
Work before him, and conſequently needs not their 
particular Gifts to perform it: But ſtill he wants 
a great Meaſure of his Grace for the Work of Con- 
verſion, and to bring forth in him Newneſs of Life. 


This is a ſtanding Miracle, wherever it is rightly 
performed, and the Fi inger of Gop is _— in 
it. | 


8 * 4 57 Te 


Let chen none fear to hoe the obtaining from 
the Throne of Grage what they are bold daily to 
pray for, That God would make clean our Hearts 
within us, and take not his Holy Spirit from us: 
Or, as it is more fully expreſſed in the Collect for 
the Day, —Gop who, as at this Time, didſt teach 


the Hearts of thy faithful People, by the ſending to 
them the Light of thy Holy Spirit, grant us, by the 


ſame Spirit, to have a right Judgment i in all Things, - 
and evermore to rejoice in his Holy Comfort, thro? * 


Jz$vs Cnrisr our Lox D; to whom, with the 
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BE R- 


F ather and fame 1 be aſcribed, Sc. Amen. 
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Tr ae - not that the Friendſhip of the Warld is ks | 
- with 2 8 HWhoſeever therefore will be a ag 5 
eee Warls, is ho hong FER ES NES 


HOUGH. hriftian oe 
mination, have, I think, agreed tone. 
knowledge ſome Sort of Obligation t 
Mes renounce the World; yet the Meaſure 
and Manner in which „ | 
mandy its Followers to execute. oy PING. 
Doctrine, ever has been, and likely ever will be, a 
 much-controverted Point amongſt them. "Thoſe of - 
the Romiſb Perſuaſion are moſt notoriouſly divided iñ 
their Practices, however, concerning this harſh b 15 
poſitive Injunction: For whilſt one Claſs of them a 
perſuaded that nothing ſhort of a total Relinquiſh- 4 
ment, not only of the Comforts but even the Neceſ- 
 faries of Life, is ſtrictly required by the Goſpel- 
Terms; and, in Conſequence of this Opinion, 
* actually embrace Beggary, and all * of 
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8 their Bodies to 185 1 with the qa; of 


their Souls; yet, at the ſame Time, there are another | 


Claſs of them, and thoſe not a few, who are ſeen to 
dulge themſelves in all Manner of Senſuality; and 
who make it the chief Study of their Lives, how to 
enjoy all the Pomps and Vanities of the World, in 
tie moſt operoſe Manner that the Pride and Luxury 


of their carnal Minds can ſuggeſt. Theſe two oppo- 


bots OS 


e:Behayiours are too manifeſtly inconſiſtent to be 
| e; and poſſibly, upon Examination, neither 


C5 
* 


ef them may be found to be ſo. SY 
© Proteſtant Chriſtians are ſomewhat better agreed 


in their Opinions touching the Obligation of theſe 


. viſtaſteful and Self-denying Tenets. Ir being, 1 
think, a pretty generalPerſuaſion amongſt us, that 


3 worldly Goods are a great Bleſſing; and that we are 
allowed by the Goſpel to enjoy, in what Manner we 
pleaſe, all we can honeſtly- poſſeſs ourſelves of, pro- * 
vided it be not inconfiſtent with Health, or the 


Wonaiy Welfare of the Society to which we belong: 


Times perfectly ſatis h this L Deciſion. There 
dt amioneft us who hold Abſtinence from earthly 


Gratifications, as a capital Part of Goſpel- Perfection, 


| Y and what ERRIST ſtrictly requires of all his ſincere 


„ Followers. Nor are their Reaſonings from Goſpel- 


FM rinciples, wherewith they back this their Opinion, 
” %*, readily anſwered as Senſualiſts might wiſh. To 


yas in x the TP of the lame wordly A 5 


love our Neighbour as ourfelyes, « cannot be denied to 
be a Doctrine of CHRIST; and no one, ſay they, can 
Tove his Neighbour as himſelf, ſo long as they a are Ri- 


CY 


8 notwithſtandin „ve dourſelves are not at all 
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| Rivals they REY be, ſo long as they ſet their dakets 
upon what all cannot obtain; and their Hearts N 
be ſet upon them, before ory can a dee ene ve 


ber, or 2a TH _— 445 2 


* ; 5 2 % \. > 


This Matter, 1 wid we he differ was 
15 is of the firſt Importance, and muſt be clearly dif- 
cerned before the Believer can reliſh his Life, or taſte 


any true Quiet of Mind. I hope therefore an At- 


tempt to ſet it in a juſt and comfortable Light, will 
neither be unuſeful, nor unſucceſsful; eſpecially 
when it is done with that Brevity and Plainneſs 
wherewith I purpoſe to deliver what I have found 


e to n W this rr 


It is remarkable that almoſt aa the who 


M 13 8 wherever the World is mentioned, it is po- 


ken of in ſuch Terms as ſufficiently ſhew the Badneſs 
of its Character in the Sight of the Godly. It is con- 
ſidered generally as at Enmity with Gon, and as de- 


f 


ſtructive to the OE 0 War TT of Man- | 
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Thus St. James delivers 11 Opinion of it in the 


5 | Words of the Text—Know ye not that the Friendſhip | 


of the World is Enmity with G0? He ſeems to 
or of it as a Thing acknowledged on all Hands. 
Nor does St. Paul make Mention of it with any more 


creditable Addition than as the Root and Branch of 


all Manner of Evil. And St. John poſitively com- LE 


mands not to love the World, neither "the Things that 
art in the Werld, and that for this Reaſon, For if 
any Man love the World, the N 3 the Father Is 


not in bim. 3 


1 


xr 


Now, here it will be neceſlary 3 in order 
de direkt our Judgment right, theſe two Things, 
which are the Hinges upon which all I have to ſay in 
Explanation of this Matter muſt turn, viz. That it 
is the World of Man's making that all theſe hard 
Cenſures are pointed at, and that it is a Friendſhip 
with It that brings down this heavy Judgment : For 
the World, as a Creature of Gop, is and muſt be 
good, and becomes evil only accidentally, by our 
Abuſe of it, and baſe Attachment to it. With ſome 
Attention, and theſe two Hints kept in View, we 
Mall ſoon clearly conceive in what Manner and Mea- 
nn. in 
Now, there are ſome who exclaim moſt ſadly 


againſt this World, as the Author of all their Sin and 
Miſery, and are therefore for flying out of it with the 


ntmoſt Haſte and Averſion: But, afterall this Out- cry, 


the World, as bad as it is, may be ſlander d, and is not 
the original Cauſe of many of thoſe Evils that weak or 

gefigning People have over haſtily laid to its Charge. 
3 They forget that it is the Friendſhip, and not the | 
Thing, that makes all the Miſchief, Nor need it any 
otherwiſe be renounced than when, through our own 
Corruptions, and the Naughtineſs of our Hearts, 


. . there's the Ground of all the Grievance) we abuſe 


what Gop has doubtleſs created and fitted for our 


| Ea 2 Support; and make it, by an evil Concu- 


5 the Occafion of Sin, or eſtranging the Heart 
| 2 Gon. In this Caſe the World, or whatever 


: ele ſtands between us and our eternal 1 muſt 


be on. "hl or Perdition inevitably follows. 


But how it can ſo come to paſs that wh 55 
has made good, ſhould afterwards turn the Occaſion 
. 8 1 N „ of 


(27 J 


of Evil to that very Party for whole Sake de . 
chiefly to have been thus conſtituted, may ſtill remain 
2 Difficulty to conceive, For the Solution of this 
ve muſt look attentively into ourſelves; and we ſhall 
ſoon difcover that we are a mere Compound of Con- 
+ © traditions, made up of Natures as widely differing 


# "from each other as Light and Darkneſs. "The es ; 


Part of Man is found to be material and earthly, the 
the mean while each hanging after the Likeneſs of its 
reſpective Principle. Now, ſince by the one of theſe 

two Principles, (which, by the Way, is the only va- + 
luable one) a Man is related to Gon himſelf, as a Son 
to a Father, after whoſe Image the Soul was created, 
it may but reaſonably be expected from bim that he 
ſhould chiefly ſet his Affections on 9 
Things chat belong to his Soul, and feed his better 
Part; and which, by Grace, he ſhall be ſitted to en- 
joy to all Eternity: And that he ſhould concern him- 
ſelf no more than juſt needs muſt, with rr 
Make-ſhifts which he muſt ſhortly have done with, 
and then AR CEE ON and them. POO 
courſe for ever ccaſe. SD 1 R 
Bor here 10 10 comes to „ that, rg "ER 
” converſing moſtly with outward Things, they find 
7 Opportunities of courting the Aﬀections ; and, being 
always preſent, preſs into our very Souls, and there 
ſenſualize the whole Man. Thus the Heart is i | N. 
ed, and the Affections ſet wholly on the Thi | 
are below, to the entire Neglect of the Things chat 


* 


are above. The Heart, thus captivated, over-reaches, = £ . 
the Underſtanding Faculties, and, together, give a 
Twiſt eren to the Means of Grace, and make the _ 


K 15 


other is underſtood to be ſpiritual and heavenly ; i” 5 


4,4 
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p ; Things of the Spirit ſerve to the Purpoſes ( of the Fleſh 
| which is e e ee 5 


+ 3 * mak SITY how the World © RR 
Jour Enemy, and why we are ſo earneſtly called upon 
to renounce it: Even becauſe it is liable, by a falſe 
Turn within ourſe Ives, to engage our Affections ſo 
. cloſely to itſelf as t make us diſreliſn, and conſe- 
. quently ne. the eternal Welfare of our Souls. 
S0 far as the World, or any Thing elſe, 
lands 8 us and ewöerlaſting Life, it becomes 
3 Intereſt and Duty to reject it with Dread and Ab- 
- _ Horrence, This is the Matter of aChriſtian' s War- 
fare, and this is his Victory in overcoming the 
World; or rather that worſe World of Luſt within 
| - ourſelves, which occaſions All the Miſchief; for break 
but the Friendſhip that is between _ and ONES 


e an e Thing, 


Shall oy the Truth. of this Ration: on two 
l which are neareſt and deareſt to us, from 
Coalition n with which the Ruin of our Souls chiefly 
ich * Pleaſures of it. 


* 
# % 


bh 


2 3855 5 45d, = Ft its | Riches; which, thivpgh © an evil 
Covetouſneſs and baſe Attachment only, become a 
2 to our Souls; for they become Evils only when 
we ſet our Hearts upon them, and conſider them as 
tO Foundation of our Happineſs and Security; ſor, 
"Wy thus placing them in the Room of Gop, we be- 
come the vileſt of Idolaters. In this Light our Sa- 
Vviour 's Cenſure is nothing too ſevere,” when he. pro- 
nounces that a rich Man ſhall hardly enter into the 
2 of wage aged For daily EXPETiouce, as: "ey 


v4. 


* 


* * wy * . 2 5 
r t 


fis 303 1 


d the Wordof Goth will give us full Aſſurance that 
a keen Appetite for Wealth gives great Force to ma- 
nifold Temptations of finning againſt Gp. How | 


many horrid Crimes wilt Men plunge themſelves 


into, when urged with the Deſire of getting 462 5 


Nay, what Wiekedneſs will they ſtick at in the Way 


of procuring it, when their Hearts are ſet upon be- 
coming rich? Even. ſuch Men's Religion, for there 


2 Grain of Goodneſs 


is a Thing ſo called that hah 


3 "A 


in ons. is Se a 2 . for their een, Prae- | 


.; 8 30S 8 * 


Nee! is an u a a piled OM) an evil C Oi 


cupiſcence; leſs ſecure: from Sin i in poſſeſſing than in 


acquiring: For does not continu! Obſervation in- 


form us that great Abundance of theſe worldly 


Things have a regular and ſteady Tendeney to lead 


e rigs Cruelty, n een 2 5 
A they thus deten g e as 
both in the Getting and Uſing, ſo are they great 


Evils when, in this friendly Temper of Mind towards 


thoſe that love them, by gentle Degrees, into con- 
firm'd Habits of Idleneſs, Luxury, 4 ep 


them, they come to be parted withall: For ſuch ö 


a Time there is appointed by an over-ruling Provi- 


* e 


dence, When the beſt of F riends muſt part. Our Sa- 
viour aſſures: us, that whoever he be who is not at 
leaſt ready, for the Sake of his Soul, to forſake all 


that he hath, and leave Houſes, and L and all 
Manner of Temporal Goods, he cannot be his 
Diſeciple, has no Kind of Intereſt in his Redemption. Fo 
Now, how hard a Thing this will be for "thoſe 

People. to do who have e Poſleflions,. thoſe Wo 


es... | | 3» | have. 


Lf 
4. 4 


Fu 
* 
” * 


* 
— 


3 


2 « 
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— ſmaller worldly Matters. 


e ee, ind much Danger and Miſchief 
3 from our being hamper'd with the Friendſhip 
© of theſe Som of Goods, they ſhould be carefully 

watch'd and guarded againſt, whenſoever we feel their 
8 encroach upon our Chriſtian Liberty: When 
we firſt perceive that the cannot be purſued, poſſeſ- 
ſed, or retained, without falling from our Love, Hope, 
or Truſt in Gop: For, in order to avoid theſe 


wretched Conſequences, we muſt continually bear in 


Mind, that if our Hearts be ſo ſet upom the World as 
to eſteem any Thing it tan give as our chief Good 


and ſtrongeſt Security from Evil; we are actually fal- 


len from Gop, and have fet up the World in his 


Place; which alone is terrible Conſideration. Wo to 


bim that laboureth ſo for the Meat that periſhes, 
as to loſe his Reliſh, or Appetite, for the Meat that 


endureth, and nouriſhes his everlaſting Life; or is ſo 
immoderately careful to provide for his Body, as to 
neglect thoſe ſpiritual Exerciſes that are neceſſary to 


ſuppart wu . Salvation of his Ronen 
Soul. an NT 


Sure I ae not tell you that no vaſe or wick 


* 


N " be uſed to obtain this earthly Tigaſure, if 


we hope to enjoy it afterwards with a Chriſtian Con- 
' ſcience: The Policy, as well as Virtue, of being ho- 


neſt in all our Dealings is ſo well known, that we 


have nothing farther to ſay of it, but only that it is a 
Fity it were not a little better practiſed. 8 8 


And a8 we are to uſe theſe Cautions in ode Get- 


A * 
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of. poſſeſſing worldly Goods, houneyer honeſily or 
laudably procured, in order to eſcape their becoming 

a Snare to our Souls. No ſuch cloſe Friendſhip ies 
to be contracted as to hinder 2 quiet Parting, chen- ba ” 
ever it ſhall pleaſe the Divine Frovidence ſo to order it. 
Whenſoever they are perceived to lead us to Idleneis, ö 
Luxury, Pride, Oppreſſion, Impiety, or any of thoſe 
hateful Tempers which too great Plenty often be- 
trays Men to, in any of theſe Caſes they are to be 
renounced and driven from us, as our AY 
wp as the uy work of dk. | 


1717 TL LEESAY 
who ſincerely believes, and thinks bimſelf obliged to 
conform to, the Goſpel · Spirit: For hear only what 
our bleſſad Saviour ſays in a like Caſe If thy Right 
Hand, or thine Eye, offend or become a Snare unto 

thee, cut it off, pluck it out, caſt them from thee; for 
it is profitable that thy Members ſhould periſh, rather 
than that thy whole Body ſhould be deſtroyed. bs * 
us boldly apply this to our preſent Caſe : If worldly 
AMuence tends to eſtrange the Heart from Gop, and 
vainly lift it up ahove the cammon Condition of Hu- 
manity; if Riches feed Covetouſneſs, or adminiſter to 
Luxury and Vice, reſolve, at any Rate; to break off 
Amity. with them, for Ruin is nigh your Door, Bet- 
ter were it for ſuch, if they were ſunk again into the 
| Bowels of the Earth, rad whence we have dragg d 
them, hen that they mould ſink us down, both Body 
and Soul, into the Pit of Deſtruction. Obſerve, 
here's no Fault charged upon the Riches; they are in 
themſelves as innocent and harmleſs as any of that 
:leſs thick Clay that lies about them; it is our miſ- 
placed Love that gives them their deſtructiye Power: 
| Nor is it wade nn of every Diſciple of 


. wy CHRIST. 


306 5 
5 Chnisr to fell all that he hath, in order to follow 


dim; a Man may ſell all, and be no nearer the Mind 
of Cnxisr. What he requires is, that we be readily 


_ diſpoſed to turn away from every earthly Thing that 

- may wound our Conſciences, or endanger our eternal 
Welfare. Be but ready to part, and you may ſafely 
keep whatever. Providence has nome By to * 

| . 55 

ra dur whit bin . me, faith Waris deen le 

him deny himſelf; herein ſtands the Croſs; herein the 
following his Maſter's Steps, who came not to N 
his own Will, but the Will of him that ſent him. 
And all worldly Poſſeffions are abandoned ſufficiently 
to anſwer the ſtricteſt Goſpel- Command, when we 
fit ſo loofe to this World's Goods as willingly to 
part, when he that gave is pleaſed to take away: And 
God, who ſearches our Hearts and tries our Reins, 
ſees whether we are ſo diſpoſed or not, without put- 
ting us to the actual Trial; en, ee 


. Day, Judge us omar we 


e The next woah Matter to be ſpaken 
to, with which we kre"apt to contract a dangerous 
Friendſhip, is its-Pleafures : The Lovers of which 
- Have ever f been bowed: to rc e 
7 Gov. 8 e 1 1 25 
Indeed much Self: de ent 9084 to 925 e by 

every Soul that thinks to follow the Steps of a cruci- 
fied Saviour to a bleſſed Eternity. Even rational 
: Pleaſure, or that noble Satisfaction which the Soul 
perceives from an Increaſe of Knowledge, ſhould not 
be made the ſole End of our Study; but how to eſcape 


5 the Uſes of Sin, by entering iñto the Path that Ea. 


[307] 
et from Death unto Life. Nay, the very Delight 
that ariſes in the Mind from a Conſcience of haying 


done Good, ſhould be ſuſpected, leſt the Pride of Ap- 
- plauſe, whether of our own Hearts ot others Tongues, 


take hold upon us, and ſpoil all our Goodneſs. 


And if the ſingle Eye be thus wade; what ſhall 
we ſay of ſenſual Pleaſures, that are rank Enmity 
inſt Godlineſs; and, when indulged to the Height, 
ſurely deſtroy our diſcerning Faculties? They are 
the very Deceit of the World ; and thoſe whom no- 
thing elſe could corrupt, have yet fallen Victims to 
their ſuperior Powers; and under which we are in 
ſome Meaſure brought, if we do but prefer them in 
our Imaginations before our ſpiritual Joy in Gop, 
| and the Pleaſures that are at his Right Hand for 
evermore. Gop has therefore ſet, as it were, his 
Mark of Reprobation upon Senſuality, and made a 
Decay in Nature and untimely Death wait upon Ex- 
ceſs in the Gratification of our Appetites; which, not- 
withſtanding, are called Pleaſures, and, it is to be 8 
feared, are the only ones an pg 
Nee „„ R 


4 


Boat is not this u baſe Abuſe 8 of 
. to ſtarve the Soul, and rend the Body, 
by an unnatural cramming of both with what was gi- | 
ven only for the Subſiſtanos of the latter ? And all 

this to get at a ſordid Feeling | 
Appearance, and is ſure to Jew: Bitterrieſs = Dif- 
"guſt behind it. Call them as innocent as you pleaſe, 
and ſoften Senſuality with all the artful Terms of 
Moderation that worldly Wiſdom can invent to pal- 
e theſe Means of Deſtruction, yet whoever allows | 
: | * e him- 


Aerts 


[398] 
himſel, ee e Degree; will find, at length, 
ſuch a Frame of Mind grow upon him, as will render 
Him utterly unſit, when he is called upon, to exerciſe 
_ op er ee 
eſſential, Parts of tiſtiani " 


ven Take, Roa of the mob. ; in- 
fipid Diverſions, are apt to weaken the Mind, and 
render us delicate and nice; which is a Temper, how- 
ever polite it may be eſteemed, of all others the moſt 
unſuitable for. a Chriſtian who is engaged to fight 
manfully under CuRisT's, Banner; and in which 
Warfare there are to be eee _— 
verkies che Eecduif amr Lines, | 
. £5; 

What thin las he 40 do. with worldly Pleafures of 
any Kind, who is. upon Duty, and hopes to acquit 
Himſelf as a good Soldier and faithful Follower of him 
ho was not of this World, And let all thoſe eſpe- 


| _ cially whom Providence has placed aboye the com- 


Lg of Mankind, and given to enjoy, at Eaſe, 
the. Labour and Sweat of other People's Brows ; let 
them conſider that the greateſt Part of their Time 
ſhould not be ſpent js Pleaſuring, but in doing Good; 

in being greatly benckicial. both to the Bodies and 


Souls of the Society uf which they nn... 
ee e 75 | 


wil Yield ſolid 4 Salate don . or open ee 
herenſter into the everlaſting Kingdom ef our Lozp 
und Saviour Is us CHRIST. It will indeed become 
us all; in whatever Station, to pray for ſuch a Portion 


W us, wi enable us fo to-paſy through 5 
«nt [FOG | 


Sk 


[309] 
Things temporal, as that we kl Jos not the 
Things eternal. Grant this therefore, we beſeech 


thee, for the Love of thy dear Son'Jesus CurisT 
our LorD; to whom, with thee and the _—_ ag 5 


be aſcribed, &c. a. 
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S W that are rich ts this Warld, that ut be | 
not high-minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, but 
in the living GO D, ub * us 10 all Things 
t e 
Þ 2 r: is che Rt. n and 
* peculiar Excellency of the Holy Scrip- 
I & tures, that they are profitable for In- 
ſtruction in. every imaginable Part-and 
1 1 Portion of Righteouſneſs; and meet, at 
every Turn, our Wants and Infirmities with ſuitable 
Reprehenſion, Counſel, or Comfort. And it has 
pleaſed Gon, their Allwiſe Author, in ſo w 
a Manner to mix And diſperſe the great Variety of 
inſtructive Matter through the whole, that, in this 
Sortment and Diſpoſure, each ſets off the other; 
there's never too much of a Kind together to cloy ; 
nor any conſiderable Portion of it to be read, without 
affording ſomething fit for every one's Neceffitiea, 5 
who, with an honeſt and good Heart, is happily bu- = 
fied in ſearching them: So that all is true in its pro- 


per 
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Sa bee een 
Time; ee nin dls Pe * es 


Now; as the fit eatituds 8 
priety, be eall'd the poor Man's Scripture, ſo may 
this nam before us, with equal Juſtice, be'term'd the 
rich Man's Text. Gop grant that I may fo handle 
the Matter, that both Rich and Poor may receive Be- 
nefit thereby. In aiming at which, there will be no 
| Octafion' to make any formal Diviſionz but only 
preſs the Words ſeparately in the divine Order in | 
which the Apoſtle has placed them before us in the 
Text; and, amongſt. which, the Word charge firſt 
preſents itſelf to our Conſiderations : Charge them 
that are rich in this World, that they be not high- 
minded, nor truft in uncertain Riches 4 but in the li- 


ving GOD, who giveth ur all Things nag to Fey: 


Now, a Charge i is a Term made Uſe to n 
the moſt ſolemn Declaration of Direction ſor Beha- 
viour in Matters of the greateſt Importance and 
Weight; and is uſually deliver 'd with great Dignity, 
from the Tribunal, in all Courts of Judicature under 
the Dominion of Temporal Princes. He by ubm 
Kings reign proceeds in like Manner: There are the 
Courts of the Lonn's Houſe, and he has his Mini- 
fters upon Earth, to whom he has given Power and 
TCommandment to declare and pronounce to his 
People his Will, his Precepts, his Pardons, and the 
Terms of their Acceptance with him j that, by this 
Knowledge, the World may be ſo ordered and direct- 
ed in the Ways of Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
as that ĩt may at length be brought to that final and 
bleſſed Period for which a good G could alone 
| haye-creatod it: But who now is there chat pays oo 


* * ws | 


— 
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whole Univerſe, who is able to fave or deſtroy both 
Soul and Body now and for ever, as he does to the 


Or who heeds a Declaration from the Bible, as he 
ee eee YR Heng 1 


bo” n will 3 or . oath Fn 
chris: is: ſtill a Charge from the Loxp 
of Lonns, directed out to the Principal of the Earth: 
Tis the open Proclamation of him who: giveth all. 
Things richly to enjey, and contains in it what belongs 
to your Peace here; points at the true Uſe of all Tem- 
poral Goods, as well as to the Eternal Eſtate, the 
Inheritance of Everlaſting Life in a better World to 
come: And it is directed and ſuperſcribed to the Rich 
of this World by Name, Style, and Title; and it 
principally concerns ſuch of them as, according to 
the Faſhion and Fault of the World, beſtow moſt 
where tis leaſt needed; feaſt only thoſe who are tod 
full already; and prefer thoſe by their Favour who 
leaſt deſerve or want, To ſuch this Charge chiefly 
belongs, and none elſe of that Denomination and 
Rank _ it anole oat {es ee Dae Tſe 9 


Dube we: now will: care to „ 
of Gon None ſurely who deſire and expect ſuch 
iniquitous Meaſure ſhould. be meted out to them, 
leſt the Lon, for this their Service, ſnould prove a 
Means of keeping them back from Honour or Pro- 
fit: For no longer than Men will ſpeak good of them, 
in their own Judgment of Things, will they do good 
unto a And who that cares for his Life 
and 
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little temporary Charge of an Earthly Magiſtrate? 


[23147 
and Well- bein in this World would chüte to. ppend 
At when a Cloud of Diſgrace; and perpetually ſuſtain, 
if not the Wrath, yet, the angry Brow, the ſcornful 
Look, and heavy Diſpleaſure of the Mighty ? 'Fheſe 
Conſiderations make the delivering out-diſagreeable 
Charges to our Betters but a cold Office; and that 
is the Reaſon it is ſo ſhunn'd on all Hands, where 
earthly Prudence inſtructs and governs the Actions 
of Men. Such, for fear of being hated, with Mi- 
caiab, the Son of Imlah, for not propheſying Good 
but Evil, turn their Ear, and learn of the Eunuck 
to ſpeak nothing but what is good, and agrecable to 
the predetermined Deſigns of the Powerful, leſt the 
Fellow be ſent back with the like Charge, to be fed 
with the Bread of Afſſiction; or, at leaſt, this Dread 
leads them to follow Balact's Counſel to his ſtubborn 
come dumb, opening not their Mouths till they are 
-aſked, and then anſwering as is fitting for Time, 
Place, and Perſon; but, above all, as ſuits beſt with 
their own private Circ es. Tis this Dread and 
Fear of loſing either Balack's Pasha, or Ababs 
Friendſhip, or perhaps only E/az's Portion, a Mor- 
ſel or a Meſs, that makes Men diſhoneſtly ſhun the 
Prophet Eſaiab's Occupation of taking the Trumpet 
and ſounding an Alarm in the Ear of carnal Security, 
diſturbing the lazy Reſt of drowſy Sinners, and chuſe 
rather the ſoſter and ſafer-Employment of making 
and ſtuffing Pillows for the Eaſe of all Elbows, wad 
ſo propheſy nothing but ſmooth Things in the Name 
of the Loxn. It was this made Jonah hurry back 
from Nineveh, and Timothy. unwilling to give this 
Charge at Epheſus. The Apoſtle ſaw this, and there- 
fore preſſes upon him | the | unwelcome Office in 
Te erms' rigorous, _—_ and: peremptory z I charge 
the 
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tber in the Name. of GOD; and of the LORD 2 


. A 
. 
. 


FESUS CHRIST, if there be any Grace to be 


obtain'd, 'or Fear of Judgment for Neglect, that 


thou execute this perilous Office; doing _ by : 


ane en ee for Favour 0rd 


£ 8% > 
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ng ear at this Day, i in like Ceed | 


declities the Meſſage of Gop to his People, and 
draws back the Shoulder from declaring any Burden 
the Lord hath laid upon him, on account of fearing 
the Conſequence, or any other ſiniſter View; and, out 
of Dread to Men, acts towards any Devluraricun 
of Gop againſt Sin as if they were of late blotted 


out of the Scriptures, he has betrayed his Truſt, and 


ſtands in Danger of having his Name blotted out of 
the Book of Life. Iboſoever is aſhamed of me or 
my Words, faith our Saviour, in this ſinful and adul- 
terous Generation, of him /hall the Son of Man be 
aſhamed when he appeareth in the Power ef the Fu- 
ther with his holy Angels. Thus much for the Word 
Charge, and the great Sin of declining, on any Ac- 


count, to deliver it honeftly to the Rich of the Earth, 


95 an Uſe ad Benefit it is hp e * IR 


* 'T Wnt -, 


The next Thing that meets us in the Text i is che 


Matter and Subſtance of the Ch arge itſelf: 7 | 


them that are rich in this World, that they be not hig 


: minded. This may be called the Fruit and Branch, 
as what comes next may be called the Root and 


Ground, viz. Vain- confidence, as it immediately 

follows in Order, nor truſt in uncertain Riches. 1 

| ſhall treat them ſeparately as they ſtand. And, forft, 
for the F ruit or . Viz, . 


21 
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- Nv, Pride, Self-exaltation, Place; Precedency, 
Ve ſuperior Diſtinction, have ſo deeply and tho- 
roughly tinged and tinctured our very Nature, ever 
ſince our;fieſt Fall from Gon by the working of theſe 
lofty. Diſpabtions, that now, upon the lighting down 
of the leaſt Spark of Encouragement, it immediately 
catches like Tinder, ſpreads as Fire over the bole 
Man; and if it happen to meet with the leaſt: 
of popular Applauſe, all Nature is dd ndl 
and blown up into a Flame. Compliment, Com- 
mendation, c. ſxilfully applied, will throw a Man 
of very mean Genius into poor Simon's. Caſe in the | 
Ac the Apoſtles; make him ſeem to himſelf, and 
give out to others, that he is ſome great Thing. 
This believed, and fomented by Ecchoes from with- 
out, will ſoon puff up to a Who but he! Till, with 
Hamam, he begins ſeriouſly to conclude, that there is 
none beſides. whom the King ſhall ſo fitly delight to 
honour. Alas, how contrary is this Procedure of 
our highly · corrupted Nature to the Deſigns and In- 
ſtructions of the bleſſed Jxsvs; Learn of me, for I 
am meek and lawly , Heart ! And how ſhamefully 
do we miſtake the Matter, when we complain of 
thoſe frequent Mortifications, which are the only 
Medicines that can cure this fatal Diſeaſe of the Soul ! 
| For Pride, fomented by Wealth, which is its true 
Ground, over-ruleth, nay, overſetteth every good 

Sit of Gop in Nature. Wealth actually hath | 
Power to defeat them all ; whoſe Circuit of Domi- 
nion is no leſs than that bo the whole World. All 
Things under the Sun are at its Devotion; all 

Things below anſwer to its Call; all Things in | 
outward Nature, obey its commanding Power; and 
mightily doth it rule in the Kingdoms of Men, from 
the one End of the * to the other: It can turn 
9 8 
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Juſtice into Wormwood; rab Mercy of her Bowels; 
add Diſſimulation to Love; and change Religion 
into Faction. In the paltry Appearance of thirty 
Pieces of gilver · Coin it betrayed, and nail'd the Head 
of all Divinity to a Croſs. It rules over the Gifts of 
ſubtle and perſuaſive Eloquence; ; it ſearches the 
Heart and tries the very Reins. When Tertullus had 
labour'd a goodly flowing Oration againſt Paul, Felir 
look'd that another, a greater Orator, ſhould. have 
ſpoken, for him; He. hop d, the Text informs us, 
_ that ſomething- ſhould have been given him; and had 
the Apoſtle employ d this filent Advocate, its concile, 
but pithy and moving, Manner of Perſuaſion would 
likely have daſh'd the. others rattling Otatian, and 
given that Succeſs, to Paul's. Defence, which all Ws 
n r 00 e, obtain.” 


will Prey certainly, carries » Witchoraſt 41 4. 
"hd under ſuch a Notiom it was actually offered to 
St. Peter as the Price of Purchaſe for the good Gift uf 
God in CHRIST: And though it cbuld not reach 
that, yet, by its magical Influence, it „ _ 

| out enn N 3 EY 


4 [ES a IRE Riches gas do PR man 3 "oF 
Wonder they are ſo, much ſet by; or that thoſe he 
*poſleſs them are in ſuch high Account in the Eyes of 
Mankind, who vehemently deſire to be joint Pacta- 
| kers with them in this all-powerful Kind of worldly 
| Goods ? And, conſequently, what Marvel if tbe 
Rich ſet by themſelves, and become high-minded, 
when the World without joins a natural Diſpoſition 
within thus to exalt and difſtinguiſb-them 2” The 
Blood ever xiſes, like Spirits in a Glaſs, in et Pro- 
Pega Wie: Warmth. * that preſſes 


into | 
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into i and nothing but-a great Degree of Grace 


can ſubdue and counter- act this natural Elevation. 
Naturaliſts obſerve that gvery Fruit upon Earth has 
its Worm bred within itſelf; and the natural 
Worm of Riches is High-mindedneſs; ; and the only 
Certainty that is in either is, that it will certain- 
Ix at long-run, as all others, deſtroy its Parent. Of 
this we have a pregnant Proof in Saul, who, while 
in poor Eftate, as the Seriptures tell us, was little in 
his own Eyes; but when Wealth, and the pleaſant 
Things of Hrael became his own, he grew ſo ſtern 
as to forget himſelf, his Friends, and his Gop; and, 
at every Word that pleaſed him not, was ready to 
run David, Jonathan, and every one that ſtood in his 
Way, through with his Javelin. Wherefore, if 
Riches increaſe, beware that yu ſet not your Hearts 
upon them, for there is great Danger that the 
Heart will riſe in Proportion with them: Nor is the 
Apoſtle any Thing too exfneſt in the Text, when he 
| „ e that 
b ee erm ui MBP. 


| Whoever now is diſpoſed/to t try * wehe and 
Value of this xeen Advertiſement upon himſelf, need 
only reflect upon the Manner and Senſibility with 
which he looks down upon his poor Brethren bene 
him: Who, by the Way, though they wear not 
ame Sort of Coat, yet have all the ſame Kind of 
Skin; and, within a'fewY ears; ſhall all meaſure alike 
for the Grave, whither what they carry ſhall be pre- 


wo Ye "_— W bamgbranrarr * 


2 11 Wholoever; — ende bimſelf bd, on 
l ocount of theſe Things, to carry his Head high, or, 
in * Speech and Dealings, to over - look or over- 
b- dear 
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bear his Wa of mean Edlate, is certainly touched 
with this fatal Malady. But it would be endleſs to 
go into the Detail of all the Marks and Symptoms 
whereby this High- mindedneſs is to be diſcover d: 
And indeed it is beſt left to every one 's private Con- 
ſtience to ſet up the Inquiſition in his own Breaſt ;: 
where alone it can be truly known; where only it 
can juſtify or condemn; and where only the Remedy 
can ſafely be applied. Only be ſo juſt to yourſelves 
as to conſider that it is ſuch a Sort of Temper and 
Diſpoſition as is unſuitable, and out of Character, 
for ſinful fallen Man; and that Gop 3 


humble it, if we do not, by pulling down Riches, 


Mind, Man, and all, rather than let ſuch an Abfur- 
dity long blemiſh his Creation, in one Set of Actors 
however. He would not ſuffer it in a King; Saul 
and his Family were removed for this ſingle Crime: 
Hie would not ſuffer it in Angels, being lift up they 
fell: He would not ſuffer it in an Apoſtle, though on 
the Score of abundant Revelation; ſprang the 
Thorn, and the Buffeting of the Meſſenger of Satan: 
Yor will he bear „ on OY 
Pretence whatſoever. | 


5 


We» remaining Part of Lim now offers i it= 
elf to our Conſideration ; which I called the Root 


out of which this Branch ſprings, viz. A vain Con- 


fidence in Riches: Here then let the Ax be applied, 
or it will ſtand and flouriſh to the laſt. Tyiſf not in 
uncertain Riches ; for tis the Truſt in them that puts 
them in the Place of Gop, in whom all Truſt ſhould 
center. And this is what conſtitutes the worldly 
Man's Idolatry ; their Idols are Silver and Gold. 
Now, whether our Truſt be. here or not, may eaſily 


de diſcovered. Man's Strength is his a | 


A e any dats is his Truſts; and what- 
ever our Imagination flies. to in Diftreſs for Help, 
there is our true and genuine Reliance. By Courſe 
of Nature, every Creature, when aſſaulted, applies 
his Fears to the Part for Defence wherein his princi- 

pal Strength lieth. To Man that's poor, in ſuch 
Caſe of Danger or Need, nothing occurs or comes 
into his Head to turn to for Aid, but the Help of that 
Gon who en e 
that are caſt down. + There is his Strength; the 
Hern of his dabation. the Rick eee. 
curity; they Hats Weapons of Bae made of 
better temper'd Metal than the Son of Cbenaanab's 


Horns of Iron, that wich them they may puſ their 


Cauſe, till they have conſumed the Adverſary. The 
firſt Addreſs of his Mind for Comfort, when affaulted 
with Danger, is to his Treaſure, where he wiſely 
ee Ing chat will ſerve to remove it; 
| is Gon on the Occaſion in all his Thoughts. 
- Now, vierer meets the Mind firt in Danger (pre- 
tend what" we will to the contrary) is our mnt 
Help, and that in which our chief Truſt ftands. 


cordi 6 The 
den Man's Wealth is his Calle, whereas the poor 
Man's Tower of Defence is his Gop, into which 
he runweth in Fear, and is ſay; Each to the City of 
their reſpeftive Reſuge: So that thoſe who: cannot 
ſay with David, GOD i Hope and Strength, will 
 Jurely ſay to the Wedge of Gold, Thou art my Confi- 
dite. While we are dependent Beings, ſomewhere 
we muſt depend; and if Go be Gon, he is our 
ſureſt Defence, and therefore our beſt Defence, and 
. 2 


not 
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not bigb- minded, nor truft in uncertain Riches, ſaith St. 
Paul, as it comes next in the Order of the Text: And 
Solomon, who had more Dealings in this Matter than 
Paul, joins Iſſue with him, and has added the 
Wings of an Eagle to them, to expreſs the Sudden- 
neſs of their Flight. If this Uncertainty were not 
their true Characteriſtick, i in our on Judgment, why 
ſo much ado about Conveyances, Aſſurances, and Be- 
curities, in our Dealings about them? Their being 
call'd here, the Riches of this World, is Proof enough 
ol their Uncertainty : For, being of this World, they 
muſt needs ſavour of the Soil from whence they ſpring, 
which never continueth in one Stay, but is reſtleſs, 
fickle, tranſitory, and deceitful ; and, as fuch, the 
Spirit of God, throughout the Scriptures, ſteadily re- 
preſents them. The Rich of this World, and uncer- 


tain Riches, ſaith St Paul in the Text.—St John calls 


them, this World's Goods; and CHRIST, mere De- 
ceitfulneſs, So David, of old, deſeribes earthly Goods, 
not as the Glory of a Man, but as the Glory of a He 
uſe; and Solomon terms them, the Bleſſings of 
O D's Left Hand, having fill'd his Right with 
more durable Subſtance, with Immortality, with Life 
Eternal. All theſe Admonitions are given to caution 
us not to exult, boaſt, ſtay, truſt, or even rejoice, 
that a Portion of the Bowels of the Earth are made 
ſubject unto us: But rather are we to rejoice when, 
through the Grace of Gon, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
naked Simplicity, and an unreſerved Submiſſion to the 
Will of Gop, have obtained for us a Name that 
may be written in Heaven, and regiſtered in the Book 
of Life. If, then, the World and its Goods be thus 
uncertain, whither ſhall we flee for Suecour? The 
next Words, in courſe, will inform us: Tru/t in the 
living GO D, who giveth us all Thongs richly to enjoy :- 
Vor. Is X | Truſt 
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| Trot i in the LORD, and be doing Good, and be ſpall 


+ give thee. thy Fleart's Deſire: Truſt in him who never 


faileth, in him in whom is no Shadow of Turning. 
He is the living Gop; every Thing beſides is a dead 
Idol, and no better, which can neither add a ſingle 
Hair to your Head, nor an Hair s-breadth to your 
Stature; not a Grain of Senſe to your! Intellect, nor a 
Moment's Eaſe to your diſtemper'd Body, or your 
reſtleſs Mind; not an Hour to your Days, nor a Mo- 
ment to your Life. This Moth- eaten, Canker- and- 
Ruſt· eaten God, that muſt be lock d up in a Box for 
fear of a Thief, truſt not in it, but in the Living Gop, 
who hath Life in himſelf; and in his dear Son, who 
Was able to quicken himſelf, and is able to quicken 
us alſo; and of whoſe Grace we may all receive in 
this Life, which will aſſuredly ſave to Liſe eternal all 
thoſe who, through Faith in him, have laid up their 
Treaſure in Heaven. This is the living and true 
Gon, who giveth all Things; for the Earth is the 
LORD's, and all that therein is; and that every Por- 
tion of it is his Gift is proved, were it only from hjs 
Power to take it away; and therefore to every Poſ- 
ſeſſor we may juſtly ſay with the Apoſtle, on another 
Occaſion, I, tbou didi receive it, iubat Room for 
Pride, or Vaunting, as if thou didft not receive it? It 


zs all Gop's Gift; Body, Soul, Temporal, Eternal; 


from the Kingdom of Heaven, quite down to a Mor- 
ſel of Bread. We 8 of our own; how 
came we by it? Naked came e, e PIE _y his 
en EEE may! we 18 4 


: This, kde e things" us to "hs laſt 
Words of the Text, richly to enjoy: For under this 
Senſibility, that all is a Gift from Gop, we enjoy 
. ourſelves, and eyery Thing that is about us. Let us 
EE F not 
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not then, like thoſe under the Law, grow tired with 
the Uncertainty of the Creature; but, as Men under 


Grace, have our Hearts diſtended, and even broken, 


with a due Senſe of the Loving - kindneſs of the Lonp; 
who hath, in a more eſpecial Manner, endowed the 
Rich with Power and Ability not unlike his own; the 
Ability and Power of doing Good. In this Light 
Goods are Goods indeed, and are richly enjoyed; not 
for a Seaſon, but from Everlaſting to "Everlaſting. 
When your Ciſterns are fill'd that you may drink” 


'- yourſelves, and then let the Streams flow forth for the 


Benefit of others; this is richly to enjoy indeed ; it 
will ſpring up Toy i in yourſelves, Joy i in your” Bre- 
thren, and Joy in your Gon. 


| Having now gone through with every ſingle v Word 
in the Text, I ſhall here cloſe the Deſign with this 
| ſhort Caution, That none conceive in his Heart that 
the Scriptures were written with any of that Spirit in 
which Men write Satyre, leſt we aggravate III- will, 
inſtead of growing in Grace thereby. It never ex- 
poſes but for Amendment, nor cautions but for Cor- 
rection: And, now, Gon grant that we may all, in 
our ſeveral Stations, ſo dwell together here, as that 
we may hereafter meet together again in the Boſom 
of JesUs CRhRISTH our Lok p; to whom, with the 
Father and Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, &c. Amen. 
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And they that uſe this World, as not abu 380 it. 


= HAT we may the: more readily get 
Ot at the Mind of the Apoſtle in theſe 
Words, it will be neceſſary, before 
we can proceed to. ſpeak upon them 
with apy Degree of Clearneſs, to 
make a critical Remark upon the Form of Expreſ- 
ſion, which I think, in our Tranſlation, is far ſhort 
of doing Juſtice to his Meaning. The Word here 
rendered Abuſing would more aptly have fitted the 
whole Paſſage, and compleatly filled the Senſe, had 
it been rendered, Not u/ing, and as indeed ſome have 
tranſlated it; and then the Sentence runs undiſturb- 
ed in the ſame Shape and Form with the Context, to 
which it belongs, —And they that uſe this World, as 
not uſing it. I the rather inſiſt upon this, perhaps 
ſeemingly minute, Alteration of the Expreſſion, be- 
cauſe, in the ordinary handling of this Subject, the 
T0 WE has generally been let down to ſignify 


13867 


ſo ** as if the Text only reprehended the ſinful 
Waſte of the Creature, which ſeems, in this Place, 
to be far beneath che Intent and TOME: of * 
A + 


© alt % 


He is here pointing FLY and in "IM Colours 
deſcribing, the Powers of an Evangelical Lit. or that 
truly Chriſtian Temper of Mind, by the Help of 
which, we may hope ſo ſafely to paſs thro' Things 
temporal, as that finally we loſe not the Things 
eternal; and that by uſing the Things of the World 
with ſuch Moderation, Temperance, and Sobriety, 
as if we did not uſe them. Let us only view the 


whole Paſſage together in this Hels, and then judge 
ye whit I ſay. 


The Words of the Text a are one "9 hoſe bh 
Cautions,: or rather Marks, which St. Paul here 
gives out to his Corinthian Converts, perſuading them 
thereby to the moderate and ſober Uſe of the Things 
of this Life, which often prove a Snare to Men's 
Souls; and are therefore Pra ie The De- 
ceits of the AO! 37 8 £93 1801209958 2:45: 

He 121 an * hithereds. do This: bete 
Ge giving his Opinion or Advice concerning 
Marriage, and that in Anſwer to Queſtions they had 
propounded on that Subject, as the Beginning of it 
ſhews. Noto of the Things whereof ye wrote unto 
me, - how far it might be expedient or not in the pra- 
ſent Ditreſs ; i. e. As the ill Condition of the Times, 
and other Circumſtances; of Chriſtians. then were. 
And he doth it all along, not without much Wari- 
neſs and Caution; unwilling, as be expreſſes it, 70 
caſt a Snare upon them. te is, ſaith he, good ta do 
Y 35 | Fw 4 


hs ; nevertheleſs, in wy nt it is better 16 de 
l : And ſo in ſeveral Places of this Chapter, 
I ſpeak by Permiſſion, not of Commandment ;. I give 
my Judgment; 1 ſuppoſe, and the like. But now 
he grows poſitive and peremptory.— But this 1. jay, 
Brethren, the Time is ſhort ; z it remaineth that they that 
have Wives, be as bo they had none; and they that 
weep, as tho” they wept not; and they that rejaices, as. 
tho” they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as tho". they 
poſſeſſed not; and they that uſe this World, as the' they 
uſed it not; for the Faſhion of this Warld: palſeth 
away. i ee ſee how he treats it and all that belongs 


to it, as a mere Piece of Scenery, without SubF3nea, 
Baſis, or Foundation. 1 
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It1t is well worth our CE to rot bw. he ” 
ſortifies, as it were, his Advice with Reaſons, both 
before and after he has given it. 

"Firſt, The Time is ſhort; 52 80 3 we > are to 
behave in this light Manner, and with ſuch low 
Eſteem, with regard to out card and temporal 
Things; and again, we are ſo to do, becauſe our 
Peace and Tranquility may be yet ſhorter; either 
we ſhall be taken from our worldly Enjoyments, or 


5 will be taken from us; E 5 the Fee e W 


2 


1 3 1 3 : 


The Cliuſe 7 Rive mid Choice of for'n m wet 
5551 in every View admoniſh Chriſtians to 8 light 
by all earthly Things; and, with the Indifference of 
L Stranger or Pilgrim, abel to uſe them juſt ſo far 


only as they are neceſſary 9 8 2 our Aer 
5 towards" a — ab ol 
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But for the preſent, I ſhall only treat it as inclu- 
ding a Suppoſition or tacit Intimation, That à Chri- 
ſtian may poſſeſs and enjoy outward and temporal 
8 and that tho! he has ſolemnly promiſed to 
renounce the World, yet may he ſtill, with a ſafe 
Conſcience; uſe it on Condition only that he attend 
to this Counſel, and uſe it with that Indifference of 
Mind and ö of N = he _ 

ao.” Fe | ELDERS 

© This "TY 98 honeſtly attended to, may 
0 ſufficient to direct our whole Behaviour towards 
the World, without preſctibing the Limits, or pre- 
| ciſely butting and bounding every minute Circum- 
ſtance of the human Life, wherein temporal Things 
are neceſſarily mix'd, and Kue have their Share of 
n 


Tam ſenſible that it ee here aſked, To FAY 
| Purpoſe may this ſerve? Or why ſhould needleſs 
Pains he taken in aſſerting or proving the Rectitude 
of that which human Nature is, of itſelf, ' more than 
enough inclined. to? And indeed it cannot be de- 
nied, but that for the moſt Part we are apt to of- 
fend this Way, by too much attending to earthly 
Things; by too cloſe an Attachment to worldly 
Goods. But ſince the grand Deceiver of Mankind, 
of whoſe Wiles it concerns us not to be ignorant, 
does ſometimes tranſport us to the other Extreme, 
touch not, taſte not, handle not, under a plauſible | 
Colour of a Kind of meritorious Self-denial and 
Mortification; all which Things are to periſh with 
the Uſmg; and are, at beſt, but a Kind of bodily 
Exerciſe, that profiteth little; ſome Caution in this 


Caſe therefore may not be without its Uſe : Con- 
"_— 


, 
Py 
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gering too, that by puſhing theſe Matters beyond 
the Staple of our preſent mix'd and frail Condition, 
the Proceſs of our Salvation may be as ren 
hindered as oy a blinteavle Nemifheſt. 


Every Gift of GOD is good; and when the 
various Deſignations of his Providence, with regard 
to our Situation in this Life, are devoutly S 

as the Appointment of that gracious Being who will 

have all Men to be ſaved, and that he has placed 
every one under thoſe Circumſtances that are fitteſt 
to bring him, thro' CarirsT, to himſelf ; under ſuch 

a reſigned Temper of Mind, whatſoever is, is really 

beſt. That a Chriſtian thus minded may fafely uſe 

cis World, which ſome rigid Profeſſors have denied, 
is what I ſhall now endeavour to make good 8 
the Word; as well knowing that our own private 

Judgment are not * to be trylied, in this 

W ZN | 


When ns Almighty took, A MERE of his Works, | 
at the firſt Creation, it is ſaid, G O D ſaw all that | 
he had made, and behold it was very good Thus it 
was in the Beginning. And leſt we ſhould think 
_ that, together with Man, the whole Creation had ut- 
terly loſt its original Goodneſs through his Fall, the 

Apoſtle ſpeaking of it now, in its preſent Situation, 
ſays the ſame till ; every Creature of GOD ts good, 
and nothing to be refuſed. To the Good all Things 
are good, when 5 to Ty nba Hs 5 
oy ao 1 _ Prayer. * 


What indeed is Evil; 50 3 3 we f 
through Ignorance or Il]-will, perverted and abuſed? . 


And although, by our Fault, they are thus often . 
made 


"ns 


PIT the ready Inſtruments of Sin and Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, yet for this we ſhould not quarrel with the 
Things | themſelves, but with our own wretched 
Tempers and baſe Diſpoſitions, whereby | theſe Gifts 
of Gop are corrupted and abuſed. 


Coxetouſneſo, — 93 is not 48 F ault of 
che Gold; neither is Gluttony the Fault of Meat ; 
nor Drunkenneſs of Wine ; but merely of an evil 
Concupiſcence in the Mind = Man, which leads him 
| continually to blunder i in 1 the Application. | | 


Now, ſeeing Providence has ſet theſe, and many 
other ſuch like Things, before us, and placed no 
Cherubim or Flaming Sword to keep us from them, 
where is the Senſe of vilifying, or rejecting with 
affected Contempt, what has no other Evil in it, 
that I know of, except it be a Capacity of being 
abuſed by us to evil Purpoſes. 3 


* 
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Would it not be more | agreeable to the Truth 
of Things, to labour rather to fetch Good out of 
every Thing that comes in our Way, by applying 
of it to the Glory of Gon, the Good of our Bre- 
thren, and the Furtherance of our own'Salvation ? 
To which bleſſed Purpoſes, when in Hands directed 
by an honeſt and pious Heart, they are altogether as 
ready to ſerve. Indeed T ſcarce know any Thing 
but what may be thus beneficially entertained, if 
our Hearts be but right in the Sight of Gon. The 
moſt difaftrous Circumſtances, whether reſpecting 
Self or Friends, call for the Exerciſe of thoſe truly 
Chriſtian Graces, Patience and Pity; and the mil- 
der Fruits of Proſperity” afford doc reg wg oh for 
Chriſtian — | ans i 10 
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Thai every Fhiog about us W or is reſtored | 
"y its original Deſign, and becomes again truly good 
to us; whereas, on the other Side, by deſpifiog, "9 
jecting, and ſequeſtring ourſelves from having any 
Share in theſe outward Diſpenſations, we do Wrong 
to the Giver and Diſpoſer of all Things; and betray, 
in ſuch Refuſal, more of a moroſe cynical Humour, 
than of the true Evangelical Spirit: A Kind of ill- 
_ conditioned Pett, that, becauſe it cannot have every Mi 
* — to its e turns . its Face and will 2 


a 
> 


Thus thoſe afeed Severities of ſome, be calf 
£ themſelves Philoſophers in former Times, (for the 
Temper's as old as human Nature) are juſtly to be 
| blamed, as tending to ſour the Mind and aggravate 
Diſcontent, more than to humble the Heart, and 
diſpoſe it to a wrt * to the Creator s 
** | | 


; The Opinion of an \ Heathen: in this Matter, is 
worth repeating: Avoid, faith he, ſlovenly Attire 
and profeſſed Hatred againſt Money; labour to haxe 
all Things unlike to Worldlings within you ; but, in 
the outward: Modes of Indifference, * them 
not; ſtudy to lead a better Life, and in that only ; 
differ from your Neighbour. He is a great Man that 
can uſe Earthen, Veſſels as though they were Silver; 5 
neither is he leſs that uſeth Silyer as though it ere 
Earth. Tis the Part of a ain: Mind ! to be h 
to endure Proſperity, YM | 


y hls + N — 


The Chriſtian i is fortidden to Jove the Woll, e or 
the Things of it, and that becauſe it is inconſiſtent 
with the Love of God, but we are no where denied 
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the Uſe of them; for then, as the Apoftle ſpeaks i in 
another Caſe, we muſt needs go out of the World. 
Our Converfation may be in Heaven whilft we walk 
on Earth; Here we may live and move, though o our 
Thoughts wer Affections ature thither. e 


Mankind came naked into the World, nt 

| Coach to warm, or Arms to defend them nor is 
our Food provided to our Hands, as it is for the 
Beaſts; neither are there Places of themſelves fitted 

for our Habitation. Nothing can be prepared for our 
Ufe, without ſome Labour and Induſtry; ſo that the 
Neceſfities of common Life do engage us in worldly 
Affairs; nor is Religion hurt by attending them : 

| Nay, it commands us to abide in our Calling, to pro- 
vide for thoſe that are our own; not to be flothful 
a Buſineſs, but to be fo lndafttiour as that we may 
have lack of no Man: For Want will ſtir Wrath, : as 
3 - rxeadily as Abundance will Pride. - 


21 is not the outward Thing that defileth + A Man, 
but what comes out of him, and proceeds from the 
inward Man of the Heart. Abraham was rich in the 
Sight of the World, in Silver, and Gold, and Cattle; 
' but, in the Eye of Gop, a mere Pilgrim, and rich 
towards him only in Faith; as were Job, and David, 
and Solomon; who all meet with Bleſſedneſs with 
poor Lazarus, in faithful Abraham's Boſom. And 
Cunisr promiſeth his Diſciples that, with the King- 
dom of Gop and his Righteouſneſs, all outward 
| Things ſhould be added unto them: They ſhould 
nom, in this Time, have Friends, and Houſes, and 
Lands, together with their Perſecutions, as Comforts, 
= among all thoſe Troubles which the Wees 
= Jens ſhould inflit * them. 
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— Goſpd it is, doubtleſs, that a late 
Roman Author teacheth, That CuzisT came into 
the World to eſtabliſh as well a temporal as ſpiritual 
Monarchy in his Church ; and that Men, being but 

Fleſh and Blood, muſt be invited into it by the Abun- 
dance ef all worldly Pomps and Prefermemts: That 
Religious Policy muſt fo order itſelf as to comply with 
the corrupt Intereſt of Mankind, and to prevail with 
them by ſuch Motives as are moſt apt to work upon 
frail Appetites; which, without Riches, Honours, 
and Voluptuouſneſs, cannot be dene: Hay, though 
this Doctrine be ſuch as may own Mahomet, or even 
Lucifer himſelf, for its Author, rather than CHI TH 
and his Apoſtles; yet, on the other Hand, it is an 
Error of others who affirm that a Ohriſtian cannot, 
with a good Conſcience, hold an) earthly Poſſeſion; 

che Practice whereof is ſuch a Burden, as they, who 
encourage it in others, will not ſo much on with | 


one of their own Fingers. 


There! is 1 Senſon Ener the ok repaitting; Sitter, 
unable to bear the Loathſomneſs of his Nature, when 
firſt truly corvinced of din, flies with John the Bap- 
tiſt into the Wilderneſs, and there taſtes of every 
worthy Fruit of Penance : So there was a Time 
when it was fit for Daniel to refuſe the King's Deli- 
cacies, and choſe rather to feed on Pulſe; yet we read 
that, at other Times, he received great Gifts, und ac- 
cepted the Government over the whole Province of 
Babylin. There was a Time wien St. Paul took 
Pleaſure in Neceſſities; when he was in Hunger and 
Thirſt, in Cold and Nakedneſs ; yet he tells -us/alfo 
that he knew how to abound, (which, as Matters go, 
ſeems as high a State of Chriſtian Perfection as the 
other) and could readily 5 what-⸗ 


- ever 


1 


# 


ever e | os en wer his ae Pbile- 


1 
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. 08 is 1 one 1 1 Gonal Rs that 
St. Paul gives of them which ſhould depart from the 
Faith, and give Heed to ſeducing Spirits, That they 
| ſhould command to abſtain from Meats, and ſo cor- 
rupt the profitable and religious Exerciſe of Faſting, 
by turning it into a ſuperſtitious Obſervation of this 
or that Kind of Food, ang this with an Opinion of 

_— and "tial... 


| es is . a great 7 but cea- 
| foth to be ſuch when intemperately uſed : And many 
who, for Contemplation's Sake, have thought in this 


to imitate Elias, and Daniel, and John the Baptiſt, 


have, at dn e nearer to n Nn 
to beer. | | 7 


And 3 4 IRE of the Body, men- 
tioned, Colaſſians ii. in not having any Honour, 
i. e. no Reſpect, or Regard, to the ſatisfying of the 
Fleſh, St. Paul tells us, hath indeed a Shew of Wil 
dom, and of great Forwardneſs to ſerve Gop. But, 
in Truth, theſe affected Severities, though never ſo 
plauſible, come ſhort of that true and perfect Holi- 


neſs, that Newneſs of Life, which the Goſpel holds 


forth in the Name of Jzsvs CnRISsT : And when he 
pronounces that heavy Wo upon the Rich, he imme- 
diately tells us whom he means ; even ſuch who ſo 
receive their Conſolation in this World, as.to be for- 
getful of another. When he ſaid to the young Man, 
If thou wilt be perfect, ſell that thou haft, and give to 
the Poor, he recommends i it not as an univerſ: Fran- 


ical Counſel, ſeeing We Ay - {ell all, mays ive our 


dies 
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Bodies to be burnt, and ſtill periſh for want of the 
true Chriſtian Charity: But the Advice is perſonal, 
and given by way of Trial, to convince this briſk 
Pretender of that worldly Love which obſtructed his 
Way to Heaven; of his Self-deceit ; in thinking that 
he had done all for his Salvation that could be done 
of his Unſoundneſs and Infincerity of Heart, who 
could not ſuffer all Things for the Excellency of 
CHRIST, and the Knowledge of Go i in him. 


Let no Man deceive himſelf, in chinking that the 
Way to commend us to Gop is to renounce the Uſe 


of his Creatures. *Tis Repentance and Faith only, 


which lead to Converſion and Newneſs of Life; theſe 
are the true Terms of Acceptance with Gop;'ss they 
are ſolely his Gifts through Critter by the N 
of the — i 


But we Ire ever for beginning the Work of our 
Salvation at the wrong End; and, inſtead of ſeeking 
firſt to correct the S the Heart, and ſee that 
it be turn'd towards Gon, we uſually ſet out with 
| pretending to pick a Quarrel with his Creatures. 
What is this but, inſtead of laying the Axe to the 
Root of the Tree, to be impertinently employed in 
pruning the Branches, when the Stock all the while 
ſands ſecurely, and —_ N in the Earth. | 


3 
If we live 3 in "A Spirit we ſhall, of 8 
be inſtructed how to walk in the Spirit; and then we 
ſhall come into none of thoſe Queſtions, Why is this? 
Wherefore is that? For, to ſuch a ſanctiſied Heart, all 
the Works of the Loxp will appear exceeding good; _ 
and that he hath made all Things for their reſpective 
Uſes. As all Things are for Good to the Godly, fo 
to 


r 
to Sinners only are they turned into Evil: But as his 
Ways are plain to the Holy, 8 


Stumbling-blocks to. the: . 


"Yor i is Time e we. bun this Mater to A 
Point, and have done. 5 . 
* 


c World, | then, is he a. of the 
World; and when the Lak of Gop difſolyes that 
ee by the Love he ſheds abroad in our 


Hearts, both Sin and Danger from that Quarter is 


aQually taken away. Sin, the Sting of Death, being 
thus taken out of the World, it becomes quite an 
harmleſs. Thing, and may be ſafely uſed, even as 
 fafely as though we uſed it not. But l then, all Di- 
rections, whether about Uſe or Abuſe, are lads bet- 
ter than ſo much a mn 


We may N that our G prayer begins 
with Directions to aſk thoſe Things which are neceſ- 
fary for the Body as well as the Soul; and concludes, 
as I ſhall now do, with beſeeching the Almighty to 
give us ſuch a due Senſe of all his Mercies, that our 
Hearts may be unfeignedly thankful for all the Bleſ- 
ſings of this Life; but, above all, for the Redemption 
of the World by our Lonbd and Saviour Jzsus 
CurasT ; and to whom theseſore, with the Father 
| ma N ic, boi aſcribed, Se. Amen. 
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Make to PEO . at the An 7 
1 that whin ye fail, __ N 
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| be Lips ak Truth itſeif, 10 ae = 
+: 1, ed immediately from the Mouth of 
+, at} the Son of Gon, it would never have 
| entered into -the Hearts of the beſt 
1 conſiſtent with the reſt of the Goſpel, to 
have conceived it. That the Hammon of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs, on every Side ſo bitterly exclaimed againſt, 
could be any ways ſo employed, as to further the 
Salvation of our Souls; this is marvellous. in our 
Eyes, and highly magnifies and commends unto us 
the Riches and Grace of that Almighty Power, who 


thus brings Good out of Evil: All - whoſe Works 


4 4 
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are indeed i, Wonders of Wiſdom * 


Love. I 2 
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- ſheakifig to halflawatened 3 Who, wr We . 
| Eye opened towards Heaven, in Heart hung back to - 
the Earth; bids them G0 try, and mak their Beſt 
df the Friendfhip of the Word; ek out all the 
Agvatithfics it cart yield; and when it Has diſappoint- 8 
"your Ex s, as it certainly will, and ye 

are thus experimental] y convinced of its Emptineſs, 

ye ſhall then, tired and laden with the groſs un- 
weildy Burdon; ye ſhall then, I. ſay, be. fitted to 
conie unto me for that Reſt unto ok Souls, which 
I know this World cannot give you. Under the ' 
Impreſſion of ſuch a Senſibility, ye ſhall be received 

into everlaſting Habitations; far e cometh 
* N 8 coft i ifs 


' Thave nothing agint bis; it 3 * 8 
- found Doctrine; but as che more literal Meaning 


is the moſt obvious, vix. That, by God's e e 
Grace, we may ſo deal with the wnirighteous Mam- 
moi; as to ſet forward thereby our eternal Salvation, 
I ſhalt form the Plan of my e wo 


N er ne e 
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1 How, and in har Manner, wil e dune, 
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„ * we are to behave towards the Mammon . 
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gllowi NS; Qu, iyi Eraplay . ments, and | 
| Qthces | to. all about us, .bo private and Ie 2 : 
Capacitigs, by ;# an actiye pn Kee a Canyerlation : 1 
| Or. to cſlequeſter ourſ ourſelves from ſing(s to i elinquith 
our Gallings, and. retreat out * the er bp 9 that we. 


 may;wholly betake ourſelves, to o Prayer ard | Contemp-. 


lation, and the more T Exerciſe of Dr: 
tion. 35 iS; 


n W been e bi#hly* e b 
ſome!” that none are by a Ut worthy of 'th by 


Nate ERAS jus Pots s, bur thoſe who cloyſtcr 
wegen 
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Seage of k Exilfenee, ce, does tieafer to tie Lig. 
neſs of his Heavenly Father's Image, "as" it "fine | 
forth in the Face of his Son Ixsus Cup ST, 10 
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; but for Our daily Bread, . 


1328 J. ; 


= tigue . and Hazard of an un 275 Warfare ; ; and 


uſu ually proceeds from 1 2 n Spirit, 
rather than 1 that eat wo Noblen of Mind 
that inſpirits à faithful Soldier of Ixsus Cunbr. 
Whilſt we - dwell here 0 zether, as F ellow-Ci . 
of the World, every "66 ons. of. us have 4 K. 

Right and Intereſt in 0 other, and dür Cane 


has a Right in us all: When, therefore, y boneſt 
Anse and Indu , by. uſe "U ther, Study ty ieiftian 
Convetfatich,” de Have fade NG "able. to do 
t6 chers, it will Fry behove us to be ready. 
and wilting to 40 it; to be beneficial to all Men, 
and in kn eſpecial Manner to be chatitable to thoſe ' 


under the Teer and Want of our Afiſt- 
aner. 10215 1 8 Sogn ee £512 s e 
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1 7 Pray not for My 
© very Form. 'of Expreſ- 


V 
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Widen every « one. of. mY 


ſiion intimates ny ſuppoles that others ſhould enjoy 
it with us. Gop has not made us abſolute Bente, > 


tors, but Stewards only, of what he has.comm 
Kalb EN — 


5 be paid A 8 Pee: In our, 
. 7 Lune Nite . 2 i 10: 6354 


_Indegd F "od x may perſ per uade NEO : * 2 he 
Law M lan us, to do mh wy, * 5 
; we | ke to be our on: But i l. a 
Gon, and make the Goſpel bo a 
e Meaſure of our Underſtanding, we ſhall find, 
that to give aw. | our Bread to the Hungr) , to clot | 
the Naked, to\ inſtrüst the Ignorant, and ſuch 
like Offices of Charity, are uch neceſlary Duties, 
42 eee hall one Day, ft 


. len 
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with thsde bin Cixzri's Toft Hand, io best . 
dreadful Sentence pronounced againſt us Heart 
from mt yr Curſid! Indeed to thoſe that are In 


CHRIS FESUY all "Things are — 78 = a 


Thing Is tevers'd, as it were, and appears in 

different Light roa what it did before. Nv Wi, 
der thetefore that the reſpeQive Children of; «the two 
Kingdoms appear as Monſters to each other, and; ir . 
their Turns, devoted to Error and Deſtruction; or x 
as St. Paul ſtrongly expreſſes it, In CHRIST the 
| Warll appears brig to Ny and 7 no 0 Leſs ' unte the 

* er ke I ** 1 * 

Hence it is that the FO vo this World, nich | 
we are ſo ſure and ſo. ready to call our own,, and 
thereby m make them an unrighttous Mammin, a re by 
our Saviour, in this ve; ry Chapter, expiry call. | 
ed, That whith is 2 ; either as bel 1057 to 
Gos! by whom we are only intruſted wi chem; | 
ar to bur Brethren, to whom it is, or ſhould: be, di- 
ſpenſed'; or elſe, becauſe, at length, in ſpiglit of us, 
it muſt ceaſe to be ours any longer, and go into 
ſome other Hand. V ſaith he, in the Words fol- 
lowing the Text, ye have not been faithful in that 
whith ts @ndther's 6, who ſhall give you that. whith is 
your own? As if he ſhould. Fey, —What Ho ope i is 
| there'that Gop will give you thoſe Heavenly Riches 

| which were prepared for you, and would be your 
con to all Eternity, if, by your unfaithful Admini- 
ſtration of this World's Goods, you 1 make and ans 
Lag: ra of the A „ 
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ts Manmon of Unrighteouſneſs may be turned to 
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vi, that. the 7 Weg has: Piss to give up; in See- 
bee to Gon, which, another, has not. | Qbſerva gnly 
how the Apoſtle chargeth them that are rich, in fbi, 
Aeli, that they be 1110 in Gch Works; ba counts 
Riches likewiſe, and the better of .the two 3. Hrs 
wa 2 fs ech they lay br the See 55 4 
19 25 75 7 or tt 1 a. goed H & Mes ea” 
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f "the Tes, that of 1 tien dſhip 
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Wu e e wer dle Never, wh what ſome 83 
a Paier, Ave he Word, which. is. ber 

—_—_— e Faundgian, Konica. likewiſe a Hd or - 
Bill of Hillen, whereby we take 817. — 

: the Regayment o f, bat e have, lent. or 15 out, 

8 and ſo may reckon. upon it as a Part of our Lreaſure ; 

which cannot be ſo pro poly faid of a F qundation, 
BY Wr pech e e Genſs n n 
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4 n in BIN 4 bt Aſo, 72 belt. Je ingerſt rſtood 

125 of the ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy, 175 75 oundation 
th LORD is * gs or. the Obligation. of the 
LORD i fm, gying this Seal; becauſe ſuch 
Contracts 1 to be ratified by; puttin A Scal to them. 
So that St. Paul, in the fore- cited gab intimates, 
Dat they who do god: Works, and are Treat to aiftri - 
bute the otherwiſe unrighteous Mammon, get, it 
were, 2 Bond or Obligation from Gop, by which 
he binds himſelf to make good to them "hatſbever 
1 0 laid out : * to that of Solamon, He wr 
bath 


1569. 
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| helps to keep even the Balance 9 bis e ; 
and loo what be 2 * * it Gall be paid him 


5 n 7 © 3 TU AI FE 21M 1120 It 1 * 
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1 Te we 3655 that Gop requires us to \ behave. in th is 

Manner towards outward Things, not only for the 


11714 


| Sake of c our Brethren, but for our own Soul's Sake too. 
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F or be could, if he pleaſed,, have f fed the Poor with- 5 


out our Help: "He fed Elijab once by Ravens; ; and 
could d it again, without ſending him for Re- 
lief to Sarepta, if he had not thereby intended : a 
Kindneſs, rather to the Widow who gave the Alms, 
than to the Prophet who received them; 3 and in this 
Light « our Saviour OR the TP? when he re- 


Cites It ond” ie: 


But that \ we might be Fallow-belpets to the b. 
ſigns of his moſt gracious Providence; tho” he could 
have created enough for all Mankind to abound 
with, © or elſe made ſo few, that what he bad created 
might | have been more than enough for them; yet 
he rather ſo ordered it, that, even in a Land flowing 
with Milk and Honey, the Poor ſhould never ceaſe 


out. of it: And therefore faith he a ſecond Time, | 


repeating © very emphatically, —/ command thee, 
ſaying, Thou ſhalt open thine Hand wide unto. thy 
l to thy Poor, and to thy Needy in the Land. 


" The EE 883 of MIR Bop in \ thts Mager 
ſtands thus He that ſupplies one with more than 
enough, intends thereby to make good the Deficiency 

to thoſe that have leſs, by his Miniſtry; that the Super- 
fluities of ſome might be the others Neceſſaries; that 


'both-Poor and Rich * from him that made and 
ordered 


— 


Pg 


in the End of the World, we ſhall, for every Grain 


it for ever. 


7 a 


Ty 


i both, might, at length, receive a Reward ; 
they of their Patience in wanting, and the other of 
the Exerciſe of Charity i in ſupporting them. | 


The Scripture often expreſſes Liberality to the 
Poor under the Metaphor of Seed ſown. Obſerve 
only the Strength and Exactneſs of this Repreſenta- 
tion: The Huſbandman caſts it out of his Hand, and 
the Ground receives it: Nay, tho” it ſeems to rot in 
+ the Bowels of the Earth, and become we know not 


| n that ſowed it counts upon it as laid up 
in Store, and expects a full Crop in due Seaſon; 


whereas, by fondly keeping it cloſe at home, he 
might have boarded it up for Worms and Muſtineſs, 
and fo 1 have loſt the Fruits of its Increaſe, 
Juſt thus it is in the Caſe 1 us: That which 
we give out as an Iſſue of Love and Good - will, ſeems 
indeed to be gone out of our Power to recall; and 
what becomes of it we ſcarcely know: But this we 
know, and may depend upon, That, at the Harveſt 


ſo ſcatter'd, reap an Hundred-fold : Whereas, to car- 
ry on the Alluſion, in ftoring it up here, which yet 
we muſt part with at laſt, we may perhaps leave it 


for Rioters and Harlow, in whoſe Hands it ſhall 


corrupt and putrify, and ourſelves loſe heF ruits of Z 


: 
. * 27 3 


I know no o other Way of rendering it 88 . 
how we may make ſuch Friends of the Mammon of 
Unrighteouſneſs, as will receive us into Everlaſting 
+ Habitations ; which, to ſhew, was the firſt Part of 

my preſent e and which now leads me 1 


Second 


* 
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jy Pr ; which was to raiſe. ſome Reflections on 
the Vanity and Emptineſs| of .it, when any. other- 
wile. employed than in thus making Friends with 
Gon, who receives Mankind into his Everlaſting 
Kingdom, only through the Merits of CHRIST 2. and 
the Sanctification of his good Spifit. FE TY 8 5 5 

Es us, therefore, ſeriouſly Sees how va Ain 
and deceitful a Thing this World and its Friends _ 
: ſhip is; and how it falls ſhort of our ExpeQatiors » 
in every Point of its promiſed Conſolations; inſo⸗ 
much chat it will de our Wiſdom, in every Deſign 
of temporal Advantage, to keep our Hopes and Ex. 
pectations low; to clog them with Suſpicions and 
Abatements; for, otherwiſe, they will affuredly fall 
and cheat us; rendering what was ardent in the De- 
ſire, flat and pe won not ee in wo Poſe 


ſeſſion. | | 
HI C25 WY 
I. is but a fad Thing to ——_ MO 8 "is eve 
f ry where to be obſerv'd, with what Toil and Care 
many purſue the unrighteous Mammon, and heap up 
Riches, not knowing who ſhall gather them: Nay, 
perhaps, which is ſtill worſe, already ſeeing which 
Way they are like to be diſpoſed of; and yet, rather 
than do any Work of Charity or Beneficence, the only 
Way to purge out their Unrighteouſheſs;” they will. 
leave them to be ſquander'd away by Fools and Pro- 
digals; whilſt they find, at laſt, by ſad Experience, 
that the Sins, by which they got t their Wealth, cleave 
faſter to their poor Souls in — other World, than 
the Eſtates, and Honours ſo | as are inns to "ny: 
by mor Fr Poder in On! Rd Fe + 


4 
W 1 *.. 
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. er | is dene what one of our Hiſtorians (Dug. 
- dale). obſer ves — That of ſome hundred Mae 
"amilzes, and and Noble, that he takes Notice of a few 
Eenturies ga, heile! : are at this Day ſcarce ten re- 
miaining, and gk few ſunk far beneath the Splen- 
dor of their Anceſtors.” So eaſily can Almighty God, 
-when he thinks fr, blow. upon, and hlaſt the Eſta- 
bliſb cents of 1 the; greateſt and wiſeſt of Men. And 
, furely it is the gracious Hand of Providence, could 
we. but ſee it, chat ih, this Manner makes the World 
toter, as it were, and reel under us, that we may 
for our Stay and ſure Fgoting in Heaven!) 
where on de our Rel for ever. It 
would-be dur Wiſdom therefare to give. our Spicitval | 
© Cancers, at all Times, the Precedency ; placing 
thes Things of this World, no 9 whether 
e or Unrighteous, ſtill in in a due e | 
tion to them. FAD a Tp 8 


of US, 


For Gon i is the —— and: Giver of all, * "A 

final enjoying of him is the ultimate End of our Life 
here, and my be our any. Happingh e 5 all 

Fen. 8 als ; ? Le ou 


5 But f ill 1 A make aratelul. 3 ſor his 
Bounty,.to whom he has given, the Things of this 
World; and this we cannot do' otherwiſe than by 
making a godly Uſe of them; for all the Thanks 
we can pay, can no way benefit our un 
„ Benefactor. My Goodneſs, ſaith the Plalmiſt, er- 
EC tendeth not unto these: Yet when God's Hand is, 18 
ttzis Manner opened wide to us; when our Cup is 
full and running over, then we ſhould ſignally teſti- 
our Good-will, by honouring the Lox p with 


| our — tho' he himſelf can receive nothing 
| at 


1 ry 347 A 2 


At our Hande. Thank: hes, wptelit only. fox ;this 
 gratious Doclatation . ee be bee Fei 
| OP ſo peo: ©: all: Wen £3" te; | 8 


4 mo tft | 
10 1 
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a Wer if dis be g FA bow, * EY thoſe acquit, them- 
| ſelves, whoſe only Cate and Study: it is, how they 
may make the World yet more, vain, by trifling it 


away in Things that do not profit; and, inſtead of . 


making Friends with it of any Kind, tender them- 
ner other OE Manga ods 
7a ey” aa 39 Philoſophers. SS thought that | 
when a Man became uſeleſs, it was a Duty to make 
_ himſelf away; but we have not fo learn'd Curzsr ; 3 
we may ſerve Gon in him, by Patience, Hope, and 
Heavenly Deſires, when Age or: Sickneſs: have diſ- 
qualified us to ſerve him by an active Life ; and, un- 
der thoſe Circumſtances, ſee into the other World 
by a ſtronger Light: But both Chriſtians and Hea- 
thens will proclaim them to be the Shame of Na- 
ture, who wilfully make themſelves unprofitable, and 
live in Health and Wealth to as little Purpoſe as if 
they were diſabled by Poverty, Sickneſs, or Age: 
And when they have Death and Judgment beſore 
them, and are haſtening away to Eternity, can ſpend 
their whole aeg Subſtance in Sloth and fruit- 
| leſs Senſuality; as if Gop gave Gifts only to be 
dream'd upon, Þ their Wits were not ſo far 
awakened as to conſider what it is to be, not to {ay 
a- Chriſtian, but a rational Creature! Men may ſay 
indeed that they were born to Wealth, and what 
they make this Uſe of is their on by Inheritance; 
but ſtill, I ſay, none are born to be uſeleſs; eee 
Luxury and Idleneſs be entailed with an Eſtate. 


P.. Sis Fa. on 

CE. CO] 
* 11 ſhould rather follow, that they Who are moſt 
EL able ſhould be moſt ready to do Good; and ſhew 
a} themſelves thereby thankful to Gon, who puts that 
| Bread into their Mouths, which others are forced 
to ſtoop for to che Ground. Gop never enriches 
the Soil ta the End it ſhould bring forth no- Fruit, 
nor beſtows Talents, only to be wrapt up in a Nap- 
Kin; but where much is given, thence ever much 
a Will. be required. He never gave Men Power for 
the Sake of Oppreſſion, nor Wit to- diſpute his Pro- 
- vidence and mock at the Goſpel, any more than he 
Rag opened to them the Treaſures of the Earth, that 
They might turn n chem into a Mammon of: wet, 2b 


FEE "> 1 SY "” 1 F S 
-onfneſs. © * 4 * 1 Cw + | _ » 1 * 4 #: 1 Yeu . 1 « 
+ 4 & pods 1 £ 4 2 a 5 
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This Wirkins it will beliove' us: dean 0. to con- 
nder, leſt we forget Gop': — That howſoever we 

| make Friends or Foes, uſe or abuſe the Things that 
are preſent; it will not long be in our Power to do 
either; ſuch a ſmall Portion of Time and temporal 

| Things is given to improve us, and we them, that 
our having paſſed thro” this wretched Vale, might, 
in the End, redound to Glory of Go and the 

| Benefit of our immortal Souls. But whether we 
improve them and they us, or both be made worſe 


for having met together, Time and Temporals will 
alike waſte in the Hands of thoſe: that muſt waſte 

with them; but the Reſult of the whole Proceſs 
muſt be eternally accounted for. The Glaſs is 
turned upon us, and it is inceſſantly tunning; and 


whatſoever we are now thinking, or ſaying, or doing, 
in Go6d or Evil, is actually at Work to fit our 


Nature and fix our Fate, i in eg one or 1 7 ee 9 
all Eternity. N , Sine ag hog 
| „ 5 Alt 


I 
All Nature fades as a Flower, and is every Mo- 


ment tending to Corruption and Duſt; and can we 22 
then have Inclinations to wanton with theſe Mini- 


ſters of Fate, and waſte ſo much Time -and Tem- $ 
porals in providing for, and pampering a Lump of 
Clay, whilſt our better Part (which is to live for 
ever, and is placed here to be tried and fitted for Ever- 
laſting Habitations in Good or Evil) is utterly forgot= 
ten? We have Souls originally depraved and turn- 


| ed from Gop, enſlaved to the World and the Fleſh; 


and theſe muſt be renewed and regenerated has,” 
before the Heavens can receive them ; and ſhall we 
ſtand all the Day idle or trifling, as if there were no 


Work to be done in the Vineyard? Or, which is till 


. worſe, turning theſe Means of Grace into Laſciviouſ- 
neſs; and inſtead of making Friends of the Mammon 
of Unrighteouſneſs, making them the read y Inftru- 
ments of Unrighteouſneſs unto Sin, by ſeeking no 
other F er or * = where ans pre- 


' 


Zou es remains but that, whilt we 7 in 
this World, we beg of Gop to enable us to look ' 
above it; for if he enlighten not our Eyes, we in 
aſſuredly ſleep i in Death. | 


To awaken us out of this Sleep, thou en in 
great Humility to viſit us, O bleſſed Ixsu, and teach 
us to turn the very Things of Darkneſs into an Ar- 
mour of Light Perfect the Work thou haſt begun 
in us, O gracious Go, that, at thy ſecond Coming 
to judge the World, we may be found acceptable in 
thy Sight; to whom, with the Father and the 

* Ghoſt, be aſcribed, os Amen. | 
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8 40 | Remember Late, vii. 8 7275 SF of} 1 
{N-this ſhoct Sentence of our vleſed 


Saviour there i is included an inex- 


1 hauſtible Fund of valuable and im- 


rage us to ſearch into the Treaſure 


it contains, were it only becauſe it is 


cloſely compacted i in few Words, and ſo in no Danger 
of becoming, burdenſome to our Memories. What 
gave Occaſion to its being here introduced, was a 
two-fold. Similitude Curr obſerved to be e 
the Days of the Son of Man and the Days of 
Lot; and that in reſpecꝭ both of the Suddennets 
of the Beſtruction, and a like carnal Security i in the 
Perſons upon whom it had and ſhould come. There 
is likewiſe Reference made, in this little hiftorical 
Daſh, te two, very remarkable Monuments of Gens 
| Judgment upor Sinners, of very different Complexi- 
„ De! Ction of Sodom. for reſolute. Sin, and 
the P uniſhment of Lot's Wife for wavering Virtue. 
To 


— 


portant Matter; and it may encou- 


* — 3 i» — — — — — 
— — — ——— — — . 


1 * 
. 
— er ee er ee erected — 
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TSA Glad 
23 directs our Thoughts, and to it therefore L 
ſhall iriQly -adhere: And a choice Leſſon of Caution 


will, Aceh all thoſe who are once happily broken 
from the baſe Body of incorporated Vice and Er- 
roth avho have forſaken the Vanities of a wicked 


World, and who find themſelves free, as having 
eſcaped the Nets, and Traps, and Snares of 


y 
Men: An excellent Admonition is here, I ſay, held 
forth to all ſuch, that they never entangle themſelves 


again, by ſo much as turning to look back towards 


fall from their own. Stedfaſtneſs, and their latter End 
become worſe than the firſt. . Herein ſurely is great 
Danger, or this Example had never been produced. 
Peltpennneg | is a capicat] Point i in Religion 3 and it 
will be found a much eaſier Matter to convert and 


make Proſelytes, than to produce an old Diſciple 13 


Come unto me being much more frequently obeyed, 
than Abide i in me is complied withall. Nature there - 


fore wants much Precaution here; for as there is in it 


— tender Part, not able to endure the Croſs,” and for 


de ration the Text more Anme 


Tbings of this Nature with Complacency, leſt they 


T7 ; 


4 


which we need the Virtue bf Patience, ſo alſo is there 


in it à Proneneſs to Inconftancy, a flitting Humour, 


not able to endure the Tediouſneſs of any Thing 


long; and, as a Cure for which, we no leſs, want the 


\ Virtue of Perſeverance. Many Examples of this Le- 


vity in our Tempers, and the great 442 of i it, 185 
therefore! F us 11 C cn 


The Thaulites, aid FE had es the Red "Fg 


and all the Perils of the wafte and howling Wilder- 


derneſs; when they were now come juſt up to the 


| _— Borders of GR even There ay, We were 


better 


(35331 


| beben in Egypt; let us Afibe u Cupa and return 
thither, And as the Old Teſtament furniſhes us 
with this, ſo doth the New with another etſually ſtri- 
king. The Romans, at firſt ſuch glorious Converts, 
that St. Paul boaſts; an theit. Behalf, that all! che 
World fpake of their Faith, yet when Trouble aroſe: . 
| becauſe of the Word, and Dangers to the Preachers 
ol it lay in the Way, all theſe Highly: faithful forſook 
him to a Man: None ſlood by me, ſaith he. Some ſuch 
forward Profeſſors have we found amongſt ourſelyes; 
whom, like Daniel's Image, from an Head of fine 
Gold, you may trace downwards till you meet with 
Legs of Iron and Feet of Clay. To theſe we may 
join tlie Half - perſuaded, the Almoſt-chriſtians; Who, 
in a Kind of Amazement, from the contrary Twich- 
ings of the Powers of both Worlds, each bidding for 
their Souls; ſtand looking about in the Plain, delibe- 
rating and wiſely weighing Matters on both Sides, 
| being as yet indetermined, whether it would be more 
aprecableto' Reaſon tog fw hit: this odd little 
Flock of Fugitives;'t0 ſeek a ſaſe Retreat in Zoar, 
or even turn back again to the opulent City. ſull o 


er Apes Eatertain ment. 


[65 e et n IRR 6c ew 2: nog al ne e 

bes two Claſſes, which une ſo great a Figure 
| beer Numbers u Une Sekt of Cm, ſdew — 4 
| that:Lor's Wite is ite. f orgatten 0; Y 


| jy is ewe ſooo", Ia 
ſing upon it I putpoſe to ſay ſome 


AL In grucral, nt the-biſtorics! Partcof 
iz Ber : forInſtru on ann" 
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1 85 \ [354 ] 2g 
* mb 1 ball point dt the Particulars worthy our At- 
. © tention in the memorable Piece 0 OR here 
en tov” And then, Pars of OI” 
62319 ret * 1 E E — 2 
„„ "up . Call to bee that where muſt — 
9810 er und honeſt Application made, or no Bene- 
itt will 1 _ or _ other — 4 
AF 0 wen — ry Ry 41 Fes * 935 
=. 5 Ff, A 10 us gy . uſeful Leſſon, of 
IllhuIſtruction that is, in general, wrapt ber in ah pram | 
; meal Parts e 8 TRI ares | 
E a ; F Ea TOY 110 1 3 
{= O00 "Now; 101 is not 6 much for want of 9 
1 as the Want of having our Knowledge properly 
wakened and ſtirred up in us by way of Remem- 
1 brance, at the critical Seaſon when it ſhould do its 
Work in delivering us from the Power of Tempta- 
gon, that we keap ſo little Advantage from it. This 
Want ĩs moſt effectually ſupplied by the Hiſtory of for- 
5 „ mer Times; wherein our particular Caſe, with all its 
3 Qircumſtances and Conſequences, is ſet before us as in 
= . 2 Glass, depictured i in the Lives and Converſations of 
thoſe who have gone before us: 80 that the hiſtorical 
Punt of the Bible, wherein we may ſaſely depend up- 
den ohr Facts as written under the Direction of the 
| - Spirit of Wildoni-and?Pruth, is; as it were, the Store- 
: _ houſe and Treaſüry of a Chriſtian's Memory; even 
LY 25 4 hea enly Diſpoſition, by Faith to apply, and do 
vr forbear accordingly; is the very Life of his Spirit : 
=_ And therefore it is we have received ſuch eſpecial 
| Charge all along in the Scriptures, to read, mark, 
and inwardly: digeſt theſe Matters that, in the 


1 „ Day of our Trial, we may have them ready at hand, 
1 — wanted for Exhortation or Comfort. 3 
" Theſe 


Ig 
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Theſe Things being moſt profitable not only for | 
Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, but for Reproof of all 
VUntighteouſneſs, the Man of Gop is morè eſpecially _ 


called upon to meditate, to give himſelf wholly to 
them; and for this Reaſon; That, thus help'd, he 


may become perfect, and thoroughly furniſhed unto 


all good Works. Indeed all our valuable Wiſdom 
and uſeful Knowledge ſtands either in the Experience 


of our own, or in the Memory of other People's 


Lives and Actions. And tho our own Experience 
is moſt to be relied on, for the infallible Truth it car- 
ries along with it, yet as our Days are ſhort, and the 
Part we act in Life but a ſmall Portion of the vaſt 
Deſign we are engaged in, our own Experience will 
be found defeRive alone to guide us in many of the 
arduous Paths we have to tread. 7b tells us, We 
are but of Yeſterday, and our Experience can afford us 


but lender Security in many of the hard Caſes; Straits 


and Difficulties, we have to encounter in our Paſſage 
thro” an unkind, and every way unfriendly World. 


To ſupply this Deficiency we. muſt aſk the former 


Ages what they did in ſuch like Condition; ſearch 
the Records of antient Times to match our preſent 


Difficulties, and to get a Pattetn from thence to pro- 


ceed by, without Hazard of fatal Miſcarriage. So 
lomon tells us in his Day, That: tobat now.4s bath been 
already ; and that there is no new Thing under the Sun. 
So that it is but turning to our Bible hen we are ver- 


hard preſs d, and finding out ſome Caſe ſtom Antiqui- 


ty that may ſample our own, and from thence draw 
Concluſions what Courſe is to be followed and what 


avoided; according to the Sueceſs or Miſchief that for 
merly attended ſuch-like Behaviour: And chis is the 


kin 2 has ever been made of Fac WR Tno gan 'f 
dad 2 2 3936 1 of 110 II * 
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ted; fimilar Cauſes ever producing ſimilar Effecs. 
Thus Devid reproves his Captains for coming too 
near the Wall, from Abimeleahis Miſcarriage from the 

like Conduct. And our Saviour, from” David's eat- 
Ing, the Shew Bread when in Want, defends: his Diſ- 
ciples in like Diſtreſs: Shewing, at the ſame Time, 
that Neceſſity has no Law. Of ſuch great Uſe to us 


zs this Manner of applying to Scripture-Hiſtory, as a 


Rule for: our Conduct in hard and trying Circum- 
ſtances, that we mee xx -g 
govt: fer a als 1627, 


n 


*- Reriernbers lach Moſes, the Days of ld, aſe he Fa- 
ee. they ſhall ſbew thee.—Remember the farmer 
Things, ſaith {/aigh,-—Aſe for the old Paths, where is 
the good May, and walk therein, ſaith Jeremiah —In- 
 guire, Tpray thee, of former Ages, and prepare thyſelf for 
the Search of their Fathers, ſaith Job. Jule the Pro- 
phets, who-have. ſpoken in the Name of the LORD, for 
an Example: of fuffering Affiittion, and of Patience, 
faith St. James. —Callto Remembrance the former Pens 
faith St. 4 TR WOT nr Loy ite gar 

nene from A Doings ho he Ends; 
ſeeing; it -is the ſame Gon over all, "Yeſterday, To- 
W for ever. This Reflection eee 
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2s  My-ſecond Head, which wan wo poi onthe was 
uſeſul P. cities 


to by ur bleſſed Lass. 106 0199 mh dem $0479 x" 
Fs, D bo 7 3d 03-26 2 ent ene uizt Oat 
It is abſereable chint-thisaip the ie et the 
Old Teſtatnent he has in ſo forcible, a Manner, 
called out upon us to remember; ſrom hence pee | 


8 conclude that it contains ſomething well worth 
g our 


8 471 

our ur rememberin « The Point for which. he here pro- 

duces it, was to caution his Diſciples againſt the dan: 

gerous Sin of Backſliding; the only one for which this 
monumental | Judgment, this ſtrange Pillar Was erecte f 
ed. Avoid it then; or pals. not by it without . 
ving Inſtruction Let us then trace the Actions and 

Behaviour of this exemplary Sufferer, and ſee what 0 

brought on this fearful End. Both tf nd 
Puniſhment are, in few Words, ſet down in the Book 
of OE” She hoked back, and 0M; a, Pillar * 


1 * 
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The 1 Ri bad ü, given Charge 0 Lt and his 
little Company, — Scape far thy Life; 
Plain; look not back, left thou perijh 'She regarded | 
none of theſe aſtoniſhi vg Threats, though poured i in- 
to her Ear from the Mouth of: an Angel, and accord- 
ingly periſhed inſtantaneouſly. Such light 2 Account | 
made in ſuch perilous Circumſfances, mult haye pro- 4 
|  ceeded from an evil Heart Undelief, or Kind of 43 
wandering Diſtruſt, as that the had left the favourite 5 8 
City without ſufficient Reaſon, and that the Angel. : 3 
had terrified them with a Dread of what would 1 ever 1 
come to paſs. The Sun roſe that Day ſo dearly, 
and it was fo fine a Morning, what Likelihood: of 
ſuch a Storm impending from ſo ſerene 4 Sky? Theſe 
- Suggeſtions began to make her repent of her too 
haſty Flight and ridiculous Credulity, the Ie of 2 
ſuperſtitious and over- heated Imagination; ; and that 
her Sons-in-Law had the more ſound Senſe Who 


never ſtirr'd for ſuch an unheard: of Advertiſement. | 


Faith failing, 8 bf Purpoſe, aud Non- | 
Perſeverance of Action, regularly and immediately 
follow. She now begins to tire and hang ben 
7 LES The 


n 
9 


3 


* 
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The Eye e, under cheſe Tinpreſſions, turns 
back, and hangs after the beloyed but forfaken 
Place; and, though her Fi cet moved ſlowly from it, 
| her Heart remained fixed upon the Spot. Had not 
our Saviour pointed to the Reafon that produced this 
affectionate but fatal Glance, it muſt have remained 
a Secret till the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed. 
But, in the Verſe before, he directs us to the Know- 
ledge of it, under the Cautlon of not being concern'd, 
on heſe direful Occaſions, for any Stuff in the Houſe 
left untaken away. Something of this Sort certainly 
trouble her. Beſides, weary with continual flitting ; 
ſick of the Trouble of ſhifting from Place to Place ; 
firſt from Ur. to Haran; then to Canaan; hence to 
Egypt; thence to Canaan again ; then to Sodom; ; and 
now to Zoar; and this too in her old Age, when the 
would fain be at Reſt, and remain quietly in a con- 


venient Settlement and fix d Habitation: Thus to be ; 


alarm'd with ſtrange Tales for ever, and to be hurried 
away with Fears of Danger without End, from 
the Comforts : and Conveniences of a ſtately City, to 
Saſetp in deſolate; Mountains, all this appears a 
vers wild N a yer 5 unhappy e 
3 Thoughts may be Luppoſed to affect and : 
trouble her, becauſe they naturally riſe in the Mind. 
on ſuch Occaſions, and in ſuch Diſpoſitions: But, as, 
_ wiſe and prudent as they may appear, they were ne- 
vertheleſs attended cloſe with a moſt fearful. Deſtruc- 
tion. The Sin then, tis "ng; was no other than 
that of a reſtleſs Soul and a wavering Mind, grown g 
weary. with waiting any longer for the Salvation o 
Gop. es, failing with looking upward, turn f. 


_ courſe downward to the Earth for Eaſe and Refreſh-, 
may ' FIELD 1119 70 


41 +5 
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It is farther worth remarking, Was ans Baibtnels | 
in walking with Gop, humbled! under his various 

Diſpenſations, came on towards the End of a rell. 
gious Life of F aith and Patience, and juſt at the Point 
when Gop was about to do his laſt Mercy to perfect 
the Soul for ever. Winter Brooks will dry, ſaith Fob. 

Summer Fruits will rot, faith Amos. Morning | 
will ſoon paſs away, ſaith Hoſea, —And' Corn that has 
nit much. Roct ſoon withereth, and cometh to nothing, 
ſaith CHRIST. Little better is here expected. Pharaah's 
godly Fits and profane Returns, nine Times repeated, 
accompanied with as many Plagues and as many De- | 
: Kverances, ſurprize us not. Saul's two Years God. 
neſs, and Fudah's three, may end as they did, with- 
out much Wonder; but the unhappy Victim before 
us had been” thirty Years under religious and godly 5 
Diſcipline. That ſhe ſhould perſiſt thus long, ard 
at laſt fo ſhamefully fall away, is Matter of great 
Gilef, and calls to Mind St. Pauls earneſt pe 
Le bike that "ad por yy" tft 'he e 

1 11 e 3 205 41 1060 717 83391 
But ſtill farther: She not thy Sh Sd Faithful 
all theſe Vears, but muſt have ſuffered many Things 
in the Cauſe of God. She had been the Companion 
of Abraham and Lot in all their Exile; Travels, and 
Afflictions; had eſcaped out of Egypt, untainted with 
their bewitchini Superſtitions; lived in Sodom, un- 
ſtained with their erying Sins ; eſcaped Murmurings 
at the Famine of Cauaum; and took n Harm from the 
Fulneſs of the Cities of the Plain: Has ſhe done ane 
ſuffered all this in vain, if it be yet in vain? Has the 
for ever loft the Ffuits of all this Labour in the 


Lokp, and for ſo light a Thing As only: being worh 1 


out at laſt? Ter 18 * but very proper to be remem- 
* 5 bered, 5 


llests 1 


bered, that thus it may be. Oh I. theſe ſmall Sins, | 
as e eee e e , 
ele the Soul, Dis wen I e * . 


N 0 # yy 


— * W — 
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e and ſudden Deſtruction, and that for 

| ſeemingly. fo; ſmall an Offence, it happened at the 
very Inſtant when an Act of Gop's ſpecial Favour | 

Was proffered to preſerve Life, and crown all farmer 

| 3 with final e „ 5 iden 


$344" 
10 was a * * from Se cnt heb ſtood Fs re- 
Hated to this Righteous Man; that ſhe was INCOTPO® 
rated into the Family, and. made. A Partaker of. the 
Bleflings of faithful Abraham ;. it was 2 Mercy to be ; 
delivered from the Errors of Ur of the Chaldees ;, a 4 
Mercy. to be kept ſafe in Egypt, (the great Seminary 
of Superſtition); a Mercy to be preſerved from the 
ying Sins of Sodom; a Merey to be deliveted om 
the Captiyity of the Five Kings; and this the laſt and 
greateſt Mercy of all, that ſhe was ſought for to be 
reſcued from the ſhocking Overthrow of / theſe five 
Cities, All theſe are ſuch Hegravations of what may 
appear at firſt View but as a Slip of human Infumi- 
ty, as ſwell the Crime to an enormous Size; as indeed 
| Gov's ſtretching forth his Hands to ſave always does, 
if they prove 2 diſobedient and gain-ſaying People, 
who coldly regard the Day of their Viſitation. . And 
thus the poor wrong headed weak hearted Object be- | 
ſiore ys forſakes her own Mercy, when ſnatched like 
2 Brand out of Sodem's Fire by a Kind of mercifal 
8 Violence; ſeized by Force, and, as it were, draggd 
tom Death and Ruin, her Hand laid hold upon far 
hat Very Net. fully ware too of wie Danger. 


1 1 
K SEW * 


| n being arrived a ar the - 


us: attend; 


curity, this very Time, Place, and Preſence did ſhe 
make Choice of for the Scene of Deſtruction. Here 
ie firſt: begins to aher, on the very appointed yy 
of Salvation: Here Faith fails; ben the: Pro 
_ and all the better Things: provided for ide faithful” . 
_ _ Continuanc een 
» * N 1 this very Article when the World Was 


in a Manner done with, ſhe looks affeAtionately back 


2 
TIS 


to the World, as if ſhe 


Hed that had deprived her of: its Pleafureis | 
_ and, for this ſingle A& of Mind, perithés for ever in 


| $- done common Ruin with Sodon's obſtinate a and daring 


= ' wretched/Condii bevel If Baan Kind; n- 

' ver\ſccurefrom falling whit on this Side'the Ge 
But, in Truth, if the Creator's Preſence be removed 
from the Creature, it muſt drop, in whatever Period 


tianee of (bony the-promiſed Haven of Reſt and Se⸗ 2 
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upon, which was to apply; and without which we 


. thall be as, ſhe, and the whole + become no bet- 
ter than a marvellous A er and d Gngu- 


lar vent; a well told N 
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to bleſs Cauier Jaivs: for thus pointing it out fc 
our Inſtruction and Caution; and we have to beſeech 


the Holy Spirit to graft it inwardly in our Hearts: 


That all thoſe who having once put their Hand to 
the Plough look not back, leſt they become like unto 
her; who here, for ſo doing, loſt all former Labqur 


in the Vineyard; and, aſter having borne the Burden 


1 and Heat of the Day, is caſt out, at the eleventh 


Four, without having received a Penny. For this 
Purpoſe was the Pillar oma. IP * IPRS Was 
It here nes * a: OE The; : 


Amongſt the many wen e the Wiem of: —— 4 


= diſpoſes of the Sins of Men, and even out of ſuch 


Sort of Evil brings forth Good, this is one That 


. . their Falls and their Follies are not ſuffered to be for- 


gotten, but remain a ſtanding Monument to future 
Generations, and Warning pieces to all that ſhall 


| hereafter live ungodly. , As he embalmeth the Me- 


mory of the Juſt for our Imitation, ſo he hangs out, 
as it were; in Story, a Sample of every Sinner, and his 
Puniſhment, for our Caution: That thus the Right- 
eous may, without Offence pr Cruelty, waſh their 
Footſteps in the Blood of the Ungodly; and the Ruin 


of the Wicked work Good into the Hearts of them 


that fear Gop. Hence then let us learn Perſeverance, 
which is the only Virtue, after all our ſeeking and 


ſtriving, that ever ſhall be crowned. F orgettin 
therefore thoſe Things that are behind, let us prels 


ſtill forwards towards the Things that are before, 


never reſting till we hit the Mark or wear wes Crown, 


Farther, Wa us Jearn _ to ſtumble at 5 Fall of 


the Juſt, but beware. Out of the very choſen Twelve, 


one miſcarried: Out of the only eight ſaved from 
 Noa's 


1 1.363 | 
| Neab's Flood, one fell away; and out of Lot's little 
Company of four, one came ſhort, though, in the'Pre- 
ſence, and under the Tuition of Angels: Nay, our 
Saviour reduces the Number to two, and tells us, 
tough ploughing or grinding together, the one"/hall 
be taken, and the other left. Be not high-minded, 
but fear. Theſe Thoughts will ' ſearch our very 
Souls, if they have any Life or Senſibility towards 
Gov left. in them. Here's one before us who miſ- 
carried, after long Continuance- and great Suffering 
„for the Truth's Sake; and that at the very Door of 
1 at the very Entrance into the Gate of Reſt. 
| Hence we ſee, all looking back upon a well-ſpent Life 
will avail nothing, if the Heart, at our very laſt 
Hour, be not right in, the Sight of Gop; and that we 
have Reaſon to pray.—O thou that haſt taught me 
from my Youth up till now, forſake me not in mine 
old Ape, when I am grey- headed! Indeed it is but 
trifling to begin, except we continue; nor to continue, bf 
except we e do ſo unto the _ | | 


Let us remember a not to > id light of any 76 
God's Admonitions to forſake and go out from the 
wicked World ; that we grow not weary in walking 
with him, in ſuch Paths as his Providence ſhall chuſe; 
that we never think of bodily Eaſe. and Conveniency 
when the Soul is at Stake; that we. lack not our 
Pace, nor loiter in the Plain; that \ we deſire no Re- 
view of what we have renquneed ; not ſuffering the 
Eye to behold Vanity, nor the Tongue to inquire 
with Peter, and what hall this Man do? And, laſtly, - 
be ſure, leave no kind Thought behind you, leſt, by 
ſome unuſual Viſitation, you are taken off ables the 
bad Impreſſion of it. In all theſe Points Admonition 
here ſtands full before us, 


Hold 


a 1364 . 
Fold on therefore in the Ways of the 8 all 


yo that-have entered into his Paths ; never letting it 
depart from your Memories, that the Mark of Gop 


in the Foreheads of thoſe that eſcape the Wrath to 


come, is the firſt and laſt Letter of the Alphabet; and 
that the Crown is not laid up for them that did run 
well, but for cal wad. mays embed: AX, Gourle 


Wh Joy. FVV 


— 
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* 


O Lou Pb >» Ty Eu 


thing of our own. to truſt in, do thou mercifully grant 


us fuch Power as may defend us in all Dangers, and 
carry us through all Temptations, through Ixsus 


Cunisr our Lord ; to whom, with the Father and 
Holy: out; b be ie Os. Amen. EF RY, 
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1 Paiil. 1 I, 


Tho is this that cometh from Edom, with 2.4 Gar- 
ments from Bozrah ? This that is glorious in his 
Apparel, travelling in the G reatneſs of his & trength? ? 
1 that Heal: in Ne . zo fel 


Ethiopian's Chariot, and found him 
. reading this Paſſage « out of the Prophet 


ed to him, Of hom ſpeaketh the Prophet this? He 
would have open'd his Mouth, and begun at the ſame 
Scripture to preach unto him the Reſurrection of 


CHRIST, as he had done from the other of his Suf- 


ſerings. The whole Paſſage is indeed à complete 


Dialogue between CHRIST, as riſen in Glory, and 


the Prophet; herein two very material Queſtions 
receive 4 full Anſwer ; bo it this? F that Heut 
in Righteouſneſs; mighty te fave: "And wer yon art 


thou 


| AD Philip join l himſelf to the Noble 


' Jaiah, as he did that of the 53d Chap- 
ter, He was led like a Seip to the 


Slaughter, and had had the ſame Queſtion propound- | 
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thou red in thine Apparel? I have troden the Wine 
Preſs alone. Theſe Queſtions and Anſwers ſhall find 
an Explanation in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. But, 
in order to give you a Taſte of the Prophets, and 
| their noble and ſublime Manner of ſetting forth the 
deep Things of Gop, in the. Proceſs of Man' 8 uo 
TIO, I purpoſe 


| * To fetch a Compaſs backwards, and explain 
what is meant by Edem and Bozrah. I ſhall 
then, 


. . the two Queſtions here propoſed by 

the Prophet, bo is this? And Wherefore art 

+ thou red in 15 ie And * conclude 
all, . 


m. With theſe ſew 8 by way of Ap- 
plication, That the Work of our Redemption, 
by the Death and Reſurrection of the Meſſi tab, 
has ever been look d upon by all that have been 
let into the Secrets of Nature and the Counſels 
of the Almighty. touching this Matter, as a 
moſt ſtupendous and amazing Work: That 
+... though it cannot be executed by any Powers 
1 in ourſelves, yet it muſt be done in us, 
and with our hearty Concurrence ; and that 
b flightly of it, ſeems to be the main, if 
not the a air ee of its Es Opera- 
tion. 


All "his will appear "necellary when we : conſider 
how poor an Opinion we are taught to entertain of 


Hop. eſſential Doctrines 'of n 3 and how 
f the 


TY * 


the Femiliazity and little Manner in which we. are 

uſed: to hear this ſublime Matter treated, has bred in 
us a low and contemptuous Underſtanding of the 
Whole Myſtery of Salvation: As if it were an eaſy, a 
very eaſy, Matter to be ſaved; and to paſs from Death 


= Fife. an ordinary Jag common oh ug . 


Firſts 8 I am to ako: whey: 1s tore mus H- Py 
gur'd out to us by CHRIS T's being e thus co 
| ETON nn Bozrah. N 

& * * . 6 

"and it is ever 252 Projphiet's 1 to edi of 2 
future Events as if they were actually preſent before 
their Eyes; and this is the Reaſon why their Propheſies 
are call'd Viſions. Thus Iſaiah here ſpeaks agv-really 
ſeeing one coming glorious in Apparel, and walking in 
Strength from Edom, and as victoriouſly eſcap'd out 
of Bozrah; which was'the chief City, and Place of 


its greateſt Strength. Who will lead me, ſaith the 


Pſalmiſt, into the Areng ny ; who wm des me Fato 
EO 
But how can'all this be? We hea of Cann, | 
when a Child, in Egypt, but never of his being, in 
Edom or Bozrah. This may be literally true; ; burt 
we have the Teſtimony of Jzsvs, that he is the 
Spirit of this Propheſy. Let us but compare ſpiri- 
tual Things with ſpiritual, and we ſhall find no Of- 
fence with his never having been there in Perſon, 
any more than in his having ſeen Abraham, though 
not yet fifty Years old. What I am now going to 
obſerve will not only clear up this, but will ſerve like- * 
wiſe as a Key to ſeveral other ſimilar Paſſages in the 
Scriptures of the Prophets, who have a Language 
nan key orm of Expreſſion peculiar to themſelves. 
Nothing 


8 rern 


f . * 

FS 2 — Boo People in (dg: oe Funde 

and proverbial Dialect of their own Country: And 
it was the-conftant' Cuſtom of the Fews te ſet forth 
their ghoſtly Enemies, whether the mortal or im- 
mortal Adverſaries of their Souls, under the Titles 
and Characters of thoſe Nations and Countries that 
nemies to che Commonwealth of _ 


duo Hurt of thols-whom-Gop had humble for Pe- 
_  nitenc@; perſec 


* ration 4 Generation, even. e that People were dut- 

wardly no more; utterly deſtroyed; their very Name, 
as a Nation, blotted out from under Heaven: But, 
in their Sin, it was perpetuated ; they had ſought 


uted thoſe whom. he had wounded ; 
and n 


| —_ never away with, And thus Egypr, where 


| again, as gering the Slavery of che Soul, while 
held under the Dominion and Power of the beggarly 


OY Elements of the World; in the Plenty of which 


that Nation remarkably rioted. 80 likewiſe Baby- 
lon, where they were in Captivity, becomes prover- 
bial ; ever;execrable in Scriptane Account, as point- 
ing at the Captivity of the Mind by the Pomp, Pride, 
and Idolatey of all outward and ſhewy Things, 
wherein that City greatiy abounded. And, agree- 
ably hereto, the Angel tells us, that there is a ſpiri- | 
tua}. Sadom and Egypt, where our Lon p was; cruci- 
fy'd. Now; it was from £dom; in this Senſe, that 
the Prophet ſaw CHRISYH returning in Triumph; 
as under this. following Deſeription of the Place and 
People, will be made ſtill more plainly 10 appear. 
They were remarkable for being the wickedeſt People 


| _ _ en Malachi, calls Edom * ot 
| Ik - 


4 


b 
Wiekedneſs; 3 a People with whom Gop was angry 
for ever. In which Points none ſo fitly expreſs the 
Enemies of our Souls, againſt whom the Anger of 
the LogD is ſaid to be perpetual; and the Smoke of 
whoſe Torments, ſaith St. John, aſcend for ever: So that 
if the Powers of Darkneſs may be expreſs'd by any 


Place upon Earth, by none ſo aptly, 5 none 0 
eee as by en 112 Wenn | 


The Inhabitants of theſe Places were the Deſcen- 
dants of the profane Eſau; the ſame is Edom. They 
were the neareſt of Kin to the Fetos of all People, as 
the Poſterity of two Twin-Brothers ; and might have 
been, one would have thought, better Friends: But 
Edom, it ſeems, was of the elder Family; and thence 
ſprang the never · to- be- forgiven Enmity. The People 
of Iſtael, who were the Iſſue of Jacob, the younger 
Brother, had enlarged their Border, and had obtain'd 
a far better Inheritance than the Edomites: Hence 
aroſe Envy; and no Hatred, III: will, or Cruelty bas 
ſo ſtrong and laſting a Foundation, or riſes to that 
Height of bitter Malignancy, as that which is ground- 
ed upon Envy; and accordingly they proved the 
ſoureſt and moſt canker'd Adverſaries that Ißrael 
ever had to contend withall. The Caſe is the ſame 
between us and the Evil Spirits: 2 They 1 were Angels, 
and the firſt created of the two Orders of intelligent | 
Beings. Through the Redemption that is in Jusvs 
we have obtained a better Inheritance than they; 
and this is the Ground of their Rage againſt us. Thus 
the Edomites were ever ready to do | God's People, 
their younger Brethren, all the Miſchief they were 
able, both by themſelves and others; and when Fe- 
ruſalem was taken, cry'd, Down with it, down with'it, 
even to the G round] And, when It was on the Ground, 

=Y OL. 1.” #4 A a | in- 


& 


1% 


infulted and ol above Meaſure. Remember the 
Children. of Edom, ſaith the P/almiR.. This is the 
Height to which human Baſeneſs can go; to caſt off 
all Pity, to inſult an Adverſary when down, and to 
delight in Deſtruction for mere Miſchief's Sake. And 
this was their conſtant Practice towards their younger 
Brethren, the Choſen of the Lox. None ever did 
David fo much Hurt as Doeg the Edomite; none 
more malign'd CHR1sT, the Son of David, ag 
| Rue 2 Branch from the ſame at, | 


"To Baxrah we need 75 only, that i it was ; the very 
; Centre and Strong- hold of this People, and, by way 
of Eminence, call'd the ſtrong City; into which none 
could. forcibly enter for the rugged Rocks that well 
nigh encompaſs d it, and out of which none ever 
eſcaped whom they were diſpoſed to detain: So that 
adam well ſtands for the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and 
Borrab for the chief Seat. of its Princes Reſidence. 
And if CHRIS be ſeen coming out a Conqueror from 
both, then muſt we pronounce the Prophet here to 

have, deſcribed well, and proved himſelf faithful in 
- Viſion, As David boaſts to have caſt his Shoe, that 
is, to have ſet his Foot "Lol Edom, and to be led 
£ i010 the ſtrong City; ſo CHRIST, in very Deed, 
_  compleats the Saying ; who ſwallows up Death, and 

al the Power of the Adverſary, in Victory; and re- 
turns triumphant from the Grave, whoſe inſatiable 
Throat, as a great Gulph, ſwallows up all beſides. 
He looſeth the. Pains. of Death; treads upon and 
| bruiſes the Serpent's Head ; bereaves Death of his 
Sting, and the Grave of its Victory: He takes the 
Hand- writing that was againſt us, the Roll written 
on all Sides with Law, Treſpaſs, and 8 . 


. * nails it to ** n He has ſpoiled all 
£1 their 


1 37110 


| their Principality and Power, *. hg over them 

All in it: He comes in Glory out of Em and Boz- 
rab; out of Death and Hell, with the Keys of both 

at his Girdle; baving conquered Death, and him that 

| bs the 75 of 1 it. - 


"Tani us now, as we SS in the ſecond Ph 
get at the Queſtions aſked on this Occaſion, and en- 
joy the bleſſed Anſwers : bo is thin And where- 
are art thou red in thine Apparel? I that ſpeak in 
 Righteauſneſs, mighty to ſave; I am he: I have. trod- 
dien the Wine-Preſs om and Mr a Gar- 
r mens 0 : 8 


| Now! It is cifcrvable this he Body 3 Ger 
at his firſt riſing from the Dead; neither Mary Mag- 
Adalen, nor thoſe that walked with him to Emmaus 3 

no more doth theProphet here. Indeed, whocould have 
ſuſpected to have ſeen in Glory a Man, juſt before 
rent and torn to Death; put into a Grave thus man- 
oled, with a great Stone laid upon him; ſtripp'd too of 
dis Garments, and Lots caſt upon his Veſture whoſe it 
ſhould be? Man, in his Hour and Power of Dark - 
neſs, had juſt done to him as he liſted; and well 
might the Prophet i inquire who' is this glorious in his 
Apparel, and travelling i in the Greatneſs of his Strength? 
To this Inquiry he gives the Anſwer. himſelf ;. not by 
Name, but by two ſuch Marks as can belong to none 
but CyrIsT; {that ſpeak in Righteouſneſs ; ; Truth itſelf, 
and in whoſe Mouth no Guile is found; and mighty io 
ſave: Vain is the Help of Man, nor can any ſay this 
truly but Ixsus the Saviour of the World. Right- 
eous in ſpeaking, mighty in ſaving; whoſe Word is 
Truth, and whoſe Work is Salvation. No ſurer 


1 than by Word and Deed. SORTS 
A 4 2 Two 


WS 


1 56 chings there are chat undo Mankind, 11 5 
and Sin. From his ſpeaking, who is the very Fand, 
and the Word that was in the Beginning with God, 
we receive Knowledge as a Cure for Error; : from 
his ſaving Power, we receive Grace that through 
true Repentance, kills Sin in us, and delivers us from. 
the Wrath to come. And it is worth our Notice, 
chat his ſpeaking i is put down ſimply, without Addi- 
tion; but his ſaving has Mightineſs aſeribed to it. 
Not mighty to deſtroy and tread down, but mighty 
to ſave: But his ſpeaking and ſaving muſt never be 
ſevered, if e hope for the Righteouſneſs of the one, 
or the Mightineſs of the other. He ſaves none but 
thoſe whom he teaches ; and if we will but give him 
the Hearing, and learn of him the Righteouſneſs he 
ſpeaks in, we ſhall find the very Power and Might « of 
Salvation i is lodged in ĩt; and that it will come forth 
y, and do its bleſſed Work of Redemption 

in the Converſion of our Souls, So that the Queſtion, 
Who is this? is fully anſwered; it is none other but 
Cnxrsr the Lokp, returning out of great 
tion in Triumph, having vanquiſh'd. Sin Re Death, 
w „ Ae do their OF 2085 Wh... 1 
e n us now come to NE Pint Queſtion, cc concern- 
ing the Colour of his: died Garments... Wherefore 
art thou red in thine Apparel? If ſo mighty to ſave, 
wherefore: theſe Colours of Diſaſter upon thee, like 
one come freſh out from treading the Wine- Vat, 
ſtain d all over? Blood indeed it was that was fprink- 
led on his Cloaths, and had thus diſeoloured them; 
but becauſe the Prophet had named the Wine-Preſs, 
he ſhapes his Anſwer accordingly. He was himſelf 
trodden and preſs d; he was, in his own Perſon, the 
| wig and the. * thereof; he was the true 
Vine 


| L231 
wy 8 * * 3 . 
Vine, and the bleſſed Fruits of it muſt needs be ſa 
trodden and preſſed, to make them give out their hid- 


den Virtugs, and that good Wine which was to give 
Life and Spi 
Salvation to the Ends of the Earth. Thus, when 


he calls himſelf the Corn of Wheat; the Sickle, the 


Flail, the Mill-ſtone, the Oven, muſt all paſs over 
him before he becomes the Shew __ to en 


mn of Life to us. MATER A YO RTE __ e 


Rute to . the taghethc Simile now Nen us, 
chat we may farther ſee the Reaſon why it behoved 
Cnxlsr to be thus entreated: The Foe of Mankind, 
according to the Scriptures, has his Wine, and his 


Cup; and Adam's ſipping at it has intoxicated all his 


Peoſterity: It went down delightfully, but turned af- 
| terward in his Bowels to the very Gall of Aſps; 
ory ach and Ay all Nature into a mere Mat 
des was aden dane a true Wines 5 but t turn- 
ing from the Truth, and taking hold of the Father of 


Lies for Support, he became a wild degenerate Plant, 


bringing forth Grapes of Gall, and Cluſters of Bit- 


terneſs, whereof came a deadly Wine; as the Pal- | 
miſt has it, In the Hand of the. LORD there is a 


Cup, the Wine is red, it is full mix d, be poureth out 


of. the ſame, and all Sinners, who are the whole Race 


of Mankind, are to drink and ſuck it out. And good 


Reaſon we drink of the Fruit of our own Inventions, | 


our wicked Wards ang Werte N a -. it 


D 


1 x 3 $254 e "$2 S 


At length Eurer comes in our b Naturas Per 


though, not an actual Sinner. himſelf, * in Love 


A a 3 to 


Tit to the World, and become a Cup of 


— 


TT] 
to his Brethren, he chuſes, for our Sake, to be found 


amongſt us in Faſhion as other Men, and would fare 


accordingly : Indeed, by his Good-will, } would 
at firſt have had this ugly Cup paſs from him; but 
rather than we alone ſhould drink and die for ever, 
be took it, and wrung out the very Dregs thereof: 
He reſigned himſelf up to let the Evil do its worſt 
upon him; and, by that entire Reſignation, has 


. open'd an Entrance, through Death, for all thoſe that 


dare follow the Example of his Courage and Patience, 
into everlaſting Life: As indeed we make our daily 
Acknowledgments When thou hadſt overcome the 
Sharpneſs of Death, thou didſt e as ane al 
OW to all DIA. | 8 
Shs ede ate we are 000 90 un 
derſtand that Suffering joined with Faith and Re- 
pentance, is a Means of Salvation. By his drinking 
of this Cup of Wrath, he has fo ſanctifyd it to our 


Uſſe, as to call it, his Cup, and pronounce a Bleſſing 
on all that dare drink, or be baptiſed with this his 


Baptiſm. He now reaches it out to all his Followers, 
as the only Reſtorative and ſoyer n Medicine for the 
Malady of Sin; nor is there any Way under Heaven 
whereby we can be ſaved from the Ruin of our high- 
1y-corrupted Nature, but the Way of the Croſs, 
Thus he became the mighty Conqueror here re- 
preſented, glorious in his Apparel, N h in tbe 
Wont: of his en, BETA 


be, He is as a a ain, deed. in kt: own 
Blood, and then becomes ſtill red in his Apparel; 
but now dipp'd again in the Blood of the 3 Z 
of Mankind, as the Lion of the Tribe of Fuda. All 


this great Work, Wer! in + am} to Death, or in 


deſtroying | 


[9951 - 
dettoying Death by yeilding, he did in his own 
Might, that he might become the LoRD of Quick 
and Dead. He was alone in it; of the Neople there 
were tions toith him: His choſen Twelve forſook him, 
but yet he is not alone, his Father is with him; but 
before all was finiſhed, He hides his Face too; as ap- 
pears from his bitter Cry, Why haſt thou forſaken 
me ? He looks round about him, but could ſee none 
that would offer to help him; therefore his own Arm 
brings Salvation, and the Right Hand of his Power up- 
held him. The Angel indeed rolled away the Stone, 
but he was riſen before; and the Stone afterwards 
rolled away, rather that the Angel might enter his 
Sepulchre, than to give him a Deliverance from it. 
By his own Power he breaks forth out of Darkneſs 


into his marvellous Light, and riſes in Triumph by 


himſelf, thro* e into the Wag or een 
deer Re wang 4 e 


I fhall hers Mike my inv eg W. Yrophet, an 
 - his juſt and ſublime, but figurative, Manner of * treat- 

ing this great Myſtery of Godlineſs, that I may 
have Leiſure, in a few plain and n LEY As 1 
e Tig in the 


1 


8 F 84 7 
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ird and un Place, to make theſe Fw Obſerva- 
tions upon what has been ſaid, by way of Uſe and 
Application ; as, That the, Work of our Redemption 
has ever been looked upon, by all who have 
been let into the Secrets of Nature and the Workings 
of God in it, as a moſt ſtupendous Work; that 
though it cannot be executed by any Abilities of Vir 
own, yet it muſt be done in us, and with our full Con- 
; 2 ſent; ; and chat e flightly of it ſeems to be, 

| : if 


| [ 1 
if not the only, yet the main Hindrance of its Opera- 
What has been already ſaid may ſatisfy us of the 
wonderful Depth in which the Prophets conceived 


the Work of Redemption; but I chuſe rather to make 
my Appeal * this to every Man's Conſcience. . \ 


— Ln any c one 8 inſpect only the N State of 
I bis Body and Soul, always in Hand for this very Pur- 
poſe; the one a mere Seminary of Diſeaſe and Cor- 


ruption; propp'd up with Art and Care from dropping 


into its Earth; ftay'd up for a few Years, juſt to ſerve 
the mean Office for a poor Animal to ſin and die in. 
Next view the Soul, as fruitful a Seminary of Sin as 


the Body is of Diſeaſe ; its Thoughts, which are its 


higheſt Operations, evil, and only evil continually; 
its Deſires little more than to hang on to the Fleſh 
and taſte the Pleaſures of Senſuality for a Seaſon; it's 
moral Goodneſs not much better than a Mixture of 


low Cunning and cowardly. Deceit, / pretending to 
be good, that it may be wicked with a better Face; 


and crying up ſocial Virtue, that it may, with Impu- ; 

nity, vex and waſte the neateſt Objects of its Envy _ 
and Hatred, Can we imagine now, that ſuch a Body 

| is to be glorified and made immortal. without great 
Power? Or that ſuch a Soul ſhould be made meet to. 
dwell with Angels and Archangels, in Holineſs and 
Harmony before God for ever, without ſome aſto- 
niſhing Change to be wrought upon it? Let not this 
_ Conſideration deter any one from entering into the 


© Labour, for he ſhall find Power from above to bear 


him through; for Salvation is of the LORD: But 1 

let no one grow lazy or negligent on this Account; 

ſor though he do it not . yet it muſt be done 
| in 


E 

in bim, and that with the hearty Concurrence of his b 
will, and with the full Deſire of his Soul. 
. 
Whence ariſes this n Savour? Whence origi- 
nally ſpring the Love and Hope of heavenly Things ? 
Gop alone, and his convincing Grace, muſt be truſt- 
ed for the Anſwer. But till ſuch a Deſire be awa- 
| kened, there ſeems no well-grounded Hope of Salva- 
tion. The Work will not go on without it. Slight 
Thoughts, weak Deſires, and a Dejection of Appe- 
tite, damp the whole Proceeding. They repel the 
firſt Motions of Penitence and heart-renting Diſpo- 
ſitions. Nature cannot bear the Croſs, nor admit any 
Notion of the Sacrifice of itſelf ; but the Foundation 
of the Lord ſtill ſtandeth ſure: All that name 
CHRIST to purpoſe muſt depart from their iniquitous © 
Selves; and, by a Death unto Sin, and a new Birth un- 
to Righteouſneſs, be made fit for the Reſurrection of 
the Juſt.— And, now, Gop grant that theſe gentle 
Hints, by his ſpecial Grace preventing, may ſtir in 
our Minds ſuch good Deſires, as that we may at 
length overcome Death, and enter the open Gate of 
Everlaſting Life, through J=sUs CyrrsT our Loxp; 
and to whom, with the F ather and Holy To be 
W Sc. Amen. 
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| LAMENTATIONS. i. IS. Sos 


Fs it Orme all ys that paſs by ? Bibild ou | 
| "fee if there be any Serrow like unto my Sorrow, 
wherewith the LORD hath uffifted ne * 7h 


. e 


HIS is the 3 af the: n 
& Diſtreſs the Heart of Man can expe- 
rience; Extremity of Suffering, and 
„J none to regard it. In all our Afflic- 
" tions, the Thought that nothing has 
atphoned to us but what is common to Man, gives 
a Bit of Comfort: But here: Complaint is made of 
a Sorrow like no other Sorrow. Under our greateſt 
Preſſures it is ſome Alleviation to meet with friend- 
ly Notice, the Shew of Pity, ſome Senſe of Fellow- 
_ felling, tho' it neither ſaves nor delivers but: the 
Afflicted here finds no ſuch Touch of Humanity, 


put is treated as an Outcaſt, both of Heaven and 


Earth. Of whom then ſpeaketh the Prophet this, 
or over whom is he here thus bitterly lamenting? 
Now, all agree not only to apply, but in a Manner 


to 


% ; ” * 


phetically ſeen in i the 4 of his Paſſion $6 wer can 
it, ſtrictly taken, be verified in any other hut in 
bim only. For though others, in a qualified dense. 
may repeat the Words, yet, in the full and perfect 
Propriety of Speech, none but he can ſay, There is 
10 Sorrow like my Sorrow For notwithſtanding the 
Prophet Jeremiah might here {et it down on Occaſion 
of his own People's being come to great Miſery, 
and of the Holy City then newly laid waſte and de- 
ſolate by the  Chaldeans; in like Manner as that 
Sentence, Out of Egypt have I culled my Son, was 
literally ſpoken of the ſame People ; yet, in its full 
Significance, the Evangeliſt applies it to CHRIST 
the Saviour. Ag GO D, my G OD, why haſt than 
forſaken me, was firſt uttered by David; but he, 
whom in Spirit, David calleth Loxp, taketh the 
Words, as it were, out of his Mouth, and gives 
them a more true and proper 3 neg — 5 
bre * bis . . „„ 


The Ground wok Reaſon | of al which is a Certain 
| Divine Correſpondence and Union, in which Time 
bas no Concern, eternally ſubſiſting between the 
Head and the Members; between CHRIST and the 
Patriarchs, Prophets, and all good People that were 
before his being thus manifeſt in the Fleſh, where 
by they become the Types of him and his Paſſion.— 
Thus were they all fore - running Figures of his Suf- 
ſerings, who was the Root as well as Offspring of 
5 — ; who was before Abrabam; who was that 
Lamb ef 60 D that tuns ſlain from the Foundatian 
= of the Morld : He is the Head over all Things to the || 
3 Church, which makes the offering up of 1ſaac, the | 
1 | 3 of 1 the * 1 out of Egypt; 
that 


„ 


of Truth, ; apical to bin than'to wu SORT PALLET 
1 0 e 
1 Malt therifore pen this WEE as properly 
belonging to'Car1sT's Paſſion, as the Speech of the 
Son of Gop, made from the Croſs; and as addrefled 
to a Sort of careleſs People going up and down, with- 
out ſhewing any Kind of Regard either to bim or 
his Sorrows, tho' they are the dear and precious 
Purchaſe of Redemption to all Mankind from Sin 
and Death Eternal. And in thus treating mr it, 
I ſhall obſerve the following Order, 


I. To make à brief Reprilentajivn of üb $ 
'  Paffion, which was beyond any 17 m pariſon; 1s 
Very Ao his N net 1286) ee 28 1 * 
N T, 0 inquire into ik arte Occaſion of it, which 
is here attributed to the Wrath of God ; 'where- 
witb the LO R D bath» afflifted' me in the Day 
151 of bis b 3 And 2 ts 43 les I. ; 
un Call upon al Mankind to come to the-Sight, 
aud conſider it deeply, as the only ſure Ground 
of their Salvation: For, I it 2 ta: we, "pe 


| 1thatgaſ ye 


Biol. then, let us N our Eye up to athe Suffcrings 
of CaurisT, and we ſhall find them ſuch as no Man 
ever went through but himſelf; This is what we are 

called upon to behold and ſce. Now, Sorrow is what 
Nature of itſelf inclines us to behold, as being our- 
ſelves in the Body and liable to be Sharers in it; and 
therefore every compaſſionate Eye is diſpoſed to 


5 * as of ſelf, towards an Object of Diſtreſs. 
Thoſe 


. 
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Thpoſe two in . was that paſſed by the 
wounded Traveller i in the Way, though they «Bow 
him not, yet they looked upon him as he lay: But 

he whom we are called upon to behold, is lift up to 

our Sight as the Serpent in the Wilderness; and 

unleſs we purpoſely turn away our Faces, we can't 
chuſe but behold him, and conſider him too, which 
is the deeper Office of the Eye of the Mind. To 

inſpect every Thing that is rare and ſtrange, finds a 

Diſpoſition even in natural Curioſity ; here then 

s preſented before you ſomething that has this En- 

e it, "ors 1 ale as n rhe wes = 


4 To begin with the Pains of his Kats No whole 
f Part left, wherein it was not ſmitten with Stripes 
and Wounds ; his Skin and Fleſh rent with Whips 
and Scourges ; his Hands and Feet bored with Nails; 

his Head piercedwith Thorns ; and his Heart ſtabb'd 

through with the Point of a Spear; all his Senſes at 
once over charged with whatever Torment Wit 
or Malice could invent; his bleſſed Body was given 
as an Anvil to be beaten ; and they had ſo 
battered. and defaced him Sik Aboſe, that Pilate, 
touched with Pity to ſee a human Creature ſo fouly 

_ . uſed, brings him out to be viewed by his Perſecutors, 
expecting that, upon beholding the Man made ſuch 
a rueful Spectacle, already ſo evil entreated, fo 

ſhamefully handled, the Sight would have moved — 

Hardeſt Heart amongſt them to relent, and cry, It 

is enough, we defire no more, 'he has been fuficient 

| * s/o . and let him 80. e ue 


Conſider "the Sufferings' of his Soul, * to JF 


hich rt Pein bears wy wall ll Proportion. — 
e 40 e ee 


fs 8 1 
e 
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Give me any Grief, faith the Wiſe Man, but the 
| Grief of the Heart: The Spirit of Man will bear 

© bodily Infirmities, but what ſhall ſupport the wound- 
ed Spirit His Soul begins to be troubled, ſaith 
St, John :—To be in an Agony, faith Lute . Acad 
ing forrowful unto Death, ſay Mark and Matthew, 
— Eſtimate whereof may be taken from his un- 
heard - of Sweat in the Garden; no Manner of Vio- 
lence offered to his Body; no Man near him; in a 
ſharp Night; in the open Air, and lying upon the 
cold Earth; to be all on a Sweat, and that of Blood, 
great Drops, and in ſuch Abundance as to go thro” 
his Apparel, and fall down upon the Ground ; ſure- 
ly that Sorrow that could thus melt don his bleſſed 
Body, and ſo groſly diſtill his ſacred Blood, muſt be 
of that fiery Nature that he complains was ſent 
— his Bones, and made his Heart as the melting # 
Wax. What his Feelings were in that Hour it is 
dangerous to define, ſeeing we underſtand- not ſuf- 
ficientiy co reach them. Tha antient Greek Liturgy 
has in it this moving Petition on the Oceaſion: 
By thine unknown Sorrows and Sufferings' felt by 
thee, but to us ee Ri wee rey upon 
Us =O an ** „ Tis, * 2 ge 7 


+ Dans our r impetſect Senſe of his e 
| ably deep Diſtreſs, conſider farther, that he finds 
none to comfort, or ſo much as to regard him, Scarce 
any of the 'moſt abject Creatures but meets with 
ſome kind Hand, ſome pitying Eye turned towards 
it; but CHRIS ſcarcely. met with this: What is left 


for the meaneſt of the Sons of Men, was denied to 


the Son of God in the Day of his Diftreſs: Thoſe 

he calls his. own 3 thoſe among whom he had gone 
| all his * healing, 3 and Nele. 
ing, 


— 
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ing, doing: Good to their Bodies and Souls, now cry, 
"Net this Man, but Barabbas; away with him ;*crucify 
bim; bis Blood be upon us and on our Children. In the 
Midſt of his Agonies they ſhake their Heads, ſaying, 
Ah, thou Wretch! And, at his moſt diſconſolate 
Cry Eli, Eli, deride him with, Let he, let us ſee 
whether Elias will come to take him down. Nay, of 
his very Diſciples, his choſen Twelve, ſome bought 
and ſold him; others denied and foreſwore him; and 
all fell away and forſook him : There is nothing for- 
got to make his Sufferings perfect. But what is 
more than all this, his Heavenly Father, who had 
never before leſt him alone, now hides his Face too; 
abſents himſelf for a little Moment, that that Part 
of our Nature, which once wholly turned away 

from Gop, might be utterly deſtroyed by his now 
wholly'taming away from it. This appears, in the 
ſtrongeſt Light of Evidence, to be the Caſe: For 
upon that his moſt dreadful Cry, which at once 
moved all the Powers in Heaven and Earth, Ay 
G O PD. 0, ꝛ1b0by haßt thou Forſaken me? He 
preſently adds, It is finiſhed; he then bows his Head 
and gives up the Ghoſt 1 In which ſingle Act all 
that was wrong in Nature fihds its End. The 
Lamb of Gop has thus taken away the Sin of the 
World, and, thro* Death, deſtroyed him who had no 
other Power All Ofk-ace: and Treſpaſs, all Hand- 
Writing of Ordinances that were againſt us, that 
were contrary to us, a8 condemning Sin to Death 
Eternal, are, by being nailed to the Croſs, taken 
out of the Way, blotted out, expire, and vaniſh in 
bom —— Death Po our ure eee | 


, B ober baſſt: thew':he the G O Dan Father of 
er LORD" FESUS CHRIST, who of bis | 


tender 


15 


— 
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tender Mercy thus gives his dear Son to be a full, 
perfect, and ſufficient "Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satiſ- | 
faction for the Sins of the whole World." And for 
ever bleſſed be our dear Redeemer, who abhorred 
not to take on him our vile Body, and thus willing- 
ly offer it up, as the only Remedy in Nature fof Its 
own Diſorders ; May a perpetual Memory of this 
his precious Death reſt continually upon our Souls - 
till his Coming again, to make all that are Partakers 
of his Croſs, Partakers likewiſe'of that Glory which 
was purchaſed by it. And now that we may bring 
ourſelves under the ſacred Influences of it, both with 
regard to the preſent Humiliation and the Exaltatioh 
that follows, Jet us," as E POP: © WE PIE wap "a 
| The Second Plate, ſenouly FO who" b. 
what it was that made all this painful Proceſs neceſ—- 
ſary, which is here attributed ts the Wrath of Gon. 
WWherewith the LORD hath offlifted me, ſaith” the 
Text, in the Day F his fierce Anger: And unlefs 
the Cauſe be known and brought home to ourſelves, 
we ſhall pay but poor regard to the Paſſion of Citron. . 
| For, however ſtrange or uncommon, it is but — 4 8 
and penſive Speftacle, and we care not to have our 
Eyes dwell long on fo fad and melancholy a Subject. 
Now, upon the firſt ſtarting this Queſtion, Who was 
it that did, what was it that occafioned: all this! 88 
We ſhall be ready to return for Anſwer, The Powers 
of Darkneſs, wicked Pilate, "bloody Caiuphus, the 
envious Prieſts, che barbarous Soldiers, and the en- 
1 taged and blinded Populace; but this will not reach 
it: None of theſe could have had any Power at all 
f agalut him, had it not been given to them merely 
"as Inſtruments and Execution 
Gov s. For tho” an Hour be aid to belong to the 
805 Vor. ; „ Power 


The Cauſe is 
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| Power of Darkneſs, Is is your Hour: Yet. the Text 
tells us, the Day was the L OR D'; it was the 


Lonp that afflicted him. in the Day of þ his Jeri e. 


- "Now, a a8 s this Wrath of 3 is apt to give us very 
5 unworthy Notions, of the Deity ; ſuggeſting to us 
that the unchangeable Godhead is ſubject to like 
Paſſions with mortal Men; nay, to thoſe that conſti- 
| tute the wretched State of the fallen Angels, (Wrath 
5 being the Eſſence as well as Puniſhment of the infernal 
Kingdom) it may not be amiſs to ſtop: here a while, 
and try whether this Stumbling-block may not be 
removed. Wrath is not in me, Gop ſays poſitively 
by the Prophet. By what Fi igure of Speech then 
may it be called his, as it is aſſerted to be in the 
plaineſt Terms in other Seriptures, as well as in 
this now before us; nay, it is mingled: with our very 
Prayers? From thy Wrath good Lokn deliver us. 
* it be not in Gon, nor from Gon, whence then 
haas it its Ori in al? Who gave it Being ? How came 
it up? Take it then thus: The Wrath! is no where 
810 but in the Creature; and no where in the Creature 
dut where it has, turned. itſelf away from GoD, who 
Is pure Love. Before Creation. "there was no ſuch 
Principle nor after Creation was it. manifeſted till A 
1 F all from Gon produced it, both i in. Angels and in 
Men; fo that all Wrath is the Iſſue of nothing but 
5 - Diſorder ; $i begotten, conceived, . brought forth, nou- 5 
_ ziſhed, and inberited by none but thoſe and the 
Kingdom wherein they dwell, who have broken 


| 8 off from the ſweet Love: of their Origi- 


nals and, in Truth, ſhould ſignify, no more than the 
| Want of Gop, or that horrid State whereinto the 
Influence of the Almighty Goodneſs does not rea ch 


0 penetrate. It is a mere Deficie LCtt ciency, or rather 
ä „ that 


42 W 25 S-, # 


dir SY 1 


that ad Senſe and Feeling that ſprings up in 4 Ctea⸗ 


ture divided from ſome of its eſſential Properties, 
ſuch as conſtitute the Harmony, and give the Reliſn 

to Exiſtence: It is the Iſſue of a diſappointed Hun- 
ger and Thirſt after ſomething the World has not 
to give; it is the froward Child of that longing De- 


fire that never can be truly quieted till a Portion of 
Gon, the Fountain of living Water, ſprings up in its 
Nature. And this is called the Wrath of Gon; by 
the very ſame Figure of: Speech. as we, at this Day, 
eall a moſt malignant ſerophulous Diſorder in the 


Blood, the King's Evil; not becauſe we are ſo ab- 


ſurd as to think it the King's; but becauſe nothing 


| ſhort of a Touch from his Hand has been held ſuf- 


ficient for its Cure. By the like Figure whereunto 
that Reſtleſſneſs in Nature, which nothing can ſatisfy 


but the Grace of Gop Which is in Carr Jxsus: 2 
is called. his Wrath : Whereas. i it is truly only that 


bitter Senſe the Soul muſt have that is divided and 


ſeparated from the Preſence, and fallen from the 


Love, of its Creator; which, nevertheleſs, preſſes 


to enter into eyery Thing that he has made, and, 
when, admitted, ſweetly reconciles. every. hin 80 8 


irſelf, and to the Gop Ly Wade: Mea „ bo dren? 


8 
e hon 


eee 71% ene © 


No, to put 8 3 Eud to the 3 | 


deſt roy out of Nature that Principle. that -parates 


from Gon, is the great Work of. Redemption-: Goo 
therefore, whilſt this mediatorial Office was perform * 
ing, totally withdraws, his Preſenee from the Hu- 
manity of his Son on the Croſs, becauſe the Enmi - 
| ai was found therein. could. no otherwiſe be e. 5 


Gino id: 
This Natter ſo W we may now Safely 


proceed in Thewing who, and what it was that 
| Bb 2 > NS made 


. 
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5 Mads dll theſe Sufferings neceſſary, and likewiſe what 


gives them their Efficacy. Nothing then cauſes, 
or rather creates, this Wrath, but Sin; which is a 
vain Struggle in the Creature to obtain Happi- 
neſs, without the Help of Gop and a Portion of 
his Goodneſs. But what is all this to CHRIST who 
| knew-oremnbriced no Sin? What meaneth then all 
this fierce Anger againſt him? Gop forbid that he 
_ ſhould do like Aunanias the High Prieſt, and command 
_— him to be ſmitten without a Cauſe. —Shall nor, as 
faith Abrabam, the Juugr ef all the Barth di Right 
to every one; eſpecially to his beloved Son, in whom 
he ee nne, 1 Weaver” to "of er 1955 
ik 4 0 
d bee Weide 4 Wr ere 
Juſtice, Cnkisr's Innocence, and our own Guilt, 
we muſt have Recourſe to the Angel in the Pro- 
phet Daniel. — The Methas pal be cur off; but not 
for himself. He took on him the Perſon of the Guil- 
ranſgreſſed the Divine Law, and in whoſe 
| ature chere is ſomething that muſt of Neceflity 
be deſtroyed before it can ſee Life, or eſeape the 
| Wrath of a World to come, | And, left we ſhould 
miſtake in this important Point, the Prophet Iſaiab 
tells it ober ſeven Times in a Breath: Surely he hath 
| Borie" our Gviefs, aud carried our Sorrowt'; he was 
 Woundeil' for our Tranſgreſſions; bruiſed for our Ini- . 
zuities; the Chaſtiſement Four Peace was upon him; 
un uh bi Stripes we are heuled; the LORD 
bath laid on bim the Iniguity of us all! All, even 
= of thoſe who paſs by without” regarding Licher Kirk | 
1 : or his Sufferings. 1 | 
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TS which is the true Life of the 


We Sinners then are found the Principals in all 

theſe horrid Acts done to CHRIST on the Oroſs: It 
was in the hard Struggle to atone for Sin, and to caſt 
out Sin from our Nature, that he ſweats Blood, and 


cries out, A GO D, ny GO D, why baſt tbau for- 

ſalen me { All this Wrath was due to the Children 

of Wrath, who called to them, and forced it, as it 

Gon. into Exiſtence, by a nn deen the OY 
tm | 


8 


nab now — found in the Laune ww Man, 
by taking on him our Fleſh, and ſtanding in our 


Stead, he brings down the Judgment due to Sin 
upon his own Head, and it finds a Cure from that 


deadly Blow it received in his ſacred Boſom. The 


Apoſtle therefore affirms, That CHRIST. muſt 
needs have ſuffered as he did, ſeeing his gracious 


Deſign was to bring many, ſuch Sons as we are, to 


Glory; and nothing ſhort of it couli et _ 
| meet for ſuch Tannen 0 e 


3 8 the "il of Cm is ; manifeſted 1 : 


Ip in his having undertaken! freely, and patiently 


gone thro', the moſt wretched State of the worſt of 
Sinners, that the worſt of Sinners might, through : 


_— know how to be reconciled to Gop. 2208 


a his SOR ad 8 Tn: of _ Fa a 7 

Fe towards us his poor loft Creatures, is herein 
likewiſe manifeſted, in that he has given his Son in- 

to our fallen Nature, thus to atone, and deſtroy, and ; 

kill) Sin and Death out of it; and then rekindle 

t and Love + 

ul. Such then is the ' 


what they had extinguiſhed, that 4. 


fierce ** of the LoRD, an Infinite of Love! 


BAS: duch 
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Such in the Mi TY of his Wrath, a Remembrance 
only of Mercy ! And is all this nothing to oh 0 | 


Je ar 1 5 we 5 us r as 1 e in 


The Third we laft Pits: cole 6 XN 
before the Wrath come upon us to the uttermoſt, 
whether theſe Sufferings of Cuxisr are not the only 


ſure Ground upon which we can build any Hope of 
eſcaping the Death, or obtaining the Life, of the 
World to come. Can we paſs by and pay no Re- 


gard to either? Stay but and conſider what inefti- 
mable Benefit, to all the Race of Adam, grows out 


of this ſingle Inftance of Divine Love: For by his 


Stripes we are healed ; by his Affſictions our Corrup- | 


tions are cured ; by his being forſaken of all, we are 


received to Trice, nay to Glory ! For Rot as the 


Offence, ſo is the free Gift. We are not only rid 


of the Wrath of Gop which aroſe from Sin, but 


alſo made, what we had otherwiſe no Right or Pre- 
tence to, Heirs of Go, and eternal Inheritors- of 
Bleſſedneſs in the Kingdom of his dear Son: For, 
by the Blood of his Croſs, as by that of the true 


Paſchal Lamb, the Deſtroyer not only paſſes over, 


and dares not enter our Doors, hut alſo, by the Death 
of the High Prieſt, for he is both Prieſt and Sacri- 
fice, we are reſtored from Exile to our former for- 


feited Eſtate in the Land of Promiſe, or rather to 
one far better. Sin deprives us of Paradiſe, a Place 


2 on Earth, but his Redeeming Grace gives Entrance 
and Poſſeſſion in the Kingdom of Heaven: Tis call'd 


therefore the Blood of the Teſtament, as well as R- 


miſſion, in that it ven and _ to our 2 


2 Io -And | 


pr 


/ 
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es And can we paſs by, and ſtill take no Notice! 


Surely, if we have but a ſingle Spark of Gee ee 8 


or even Humanity, left in us, we ſhall diſregard every 
Thing elle, for the Sake of ſuch bleſſed Expectations. 
And yet, obſerve; this is the chief, nay only Com- 
plaint of our dying Saviour : And therefore we ſhall 
do well in giving good Heed, left at any Time, by | 
a Neglect herein, we let flip at once all that ma- 
terially concerns us. It was this, Jeſt he ſhould die 
unregarded, and ſo die in vain, that ſeems to move 
and affect him with deeper Concern than the bit- 
tereſt Sorrows of his Paſſion: Under the ſharpeſt . 
Pangs of which he utters no Complaint, ſeeks to 
no one for Relief, aſks no Deliverance ; but only 
moans to be paſſed by, and begs nothing but to be 
regarded. All Creatures in Heaven and Earth ſeem 
to have heard this mournful Addreſs, but thoſe to 
whom it was made. The Sun was aſhamed, and the 


” 5 150 confounded ; the Earth quaked, and the Rocks 


: But finful Man, who occaſioned all this Up- 


15 = in Nature, can ſtand, it ſeems, unconcerned, 


and hear it all unmoved; which proves what an 

- aſtoniſhing Malignity e Gop is contained in 
Sin, and that an horrible P ns quite over- 2 

wines our wh Nature! i 8 : 


a ch 


+In the mein . 7 Gon kata — miserable Sin- 
ners, for all other Help is departed; nay, the very Sen- 
ſibility of Danger is hidden from dur Eyes; otherwiſe, 
ſurely the very Manner and Strangeneſs of Salvation 
would call forth ſome Attention, tho” it ſecured not 
our beſt Reſpects: Regard it then but thus far as 
Matter of cold Speculation : The lighteſt Glance 


that's caſt this Way-ward may catch the Eye of 


the Redeemer, in like Manner as once it did Peter's, 
prick 


- 


* 


oY 


_ prick: our very Hearts with Sorrow and Contritioy 
and ſend us away bitterly neee, 
Warm our Hearts, (ol bleſſed Ixsu, with ſome 
ſuch Earneſt. of thy Grace, as may ſhew that our 
poor Regards are kindly accepted of thee; and then 
we may hope that, bei g thus at preſent bapti- 
zed into thy Death, we may at length come to be 
buried with thee, and ſo, through the Grave and 
Gate of Death, paſs to a joyful Reſurtection, thro? 
thy Merits, O blefſed Loxůp Jz8v ; to whom, with 


* 


us Father and the Holy Spirit, for ever be aſcribed, 
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75. 8 Us. anſwered ng Fey unto chem Deſire this 
Temple, and in three Days 7 will "yy it *. 
( 


i Hare bees faculties: lad to 
God, from whom nothing but Mercy 
and Goodneſs can come, has for this End, 
ä amongſt others, ſuffered the deepeſt 8e- 
crets 4 the Kingdom of Heaven to come forth veil'd, 
as it were, under a Kind of ſacred. Obſcurity, not 
only to preſerve ſuch Pearls from being trampled up- 
on by ſuch as the Goſpel calls Swine, but to excite 
the induſtrious Mind of thoſe whom Love makes di- 
ligent Seekers, to employ their Labours and ſpend 
| their Time in ſo bleſſed a Buſineſs: So that, if the 
true Meaning eſcape them, they are ſure to find Be- 
nefit in the Search. Indeed every Thing is made 
wonderfully fit for thoſe that are fit for it: Gon is a 
gracious Maſter, and lets none go unte warded that 


does but caſt an Eye towards him; none mall ever 0 


* his Labour i in 98 Logp * n n * 
is In 
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Ke been ſometimes catch'd themſelves in. the true | 


|  Goſpel-Net ; and tho” perhaps they miſs the parti- 


cular Thing they were in queſt of, yet, in the indu- 
ſtrious digging after it, have hit upon ſome unthought- 
of Treaſure that has more amply ſupplied their 
Want, more than filled their Expectations. Thus 


the greateſt Treaſures of the Earth are hid in the 


deepeſt Mines, that they may be the more leiſurely 


turned up for. Uſe as they are wanted; and thus the 


more valuable Riches of the Kingdom of Heaven are 
delivered under the Maſk of Parables, that they may 
receive a full Revelation, from Time to Time, in 
thoſe who, by their Labour and Diligence, have qua- 
lified themſelves. to be the better for the Diſcovery. 
Nay, I do believe that even Infidels, who have ſtudied 
hard to underſtand the Scripture, only that they might 
be the better able to batter the weak Defenders of it, 
have met accidentally with ſuch Light of Conviction 


.as has both convinced and converted them. If I can 
-think-too'graciouſly of Gop's Dealings in this Parti- 


cular, I am confident he will forgive me this Wrong. 
This Conſideration, I own, whets my Deſire always 


to get at a Truth that is wrapt up in obſcure Terms, 


and about the Meaning of which Controverſy: hath 
riſen, and injurious Explanations have followed. The 
Words now before us, on this Account, were moſt 


notoriouſſy miſunderſtood and miſconſtrued, at their 


very firſt Utterance, by thoſe who came to hear with 


no better Intent than to catch ſomething out of the 
Mouth of CHRIST the Speaker, that they might ac- 
cuſe him; and finding they might with a little Alte- 
ration ſerve for their Purpoſe, they laid them by for 


ve at a proper Occaſion; and ſome Years aftef ra- 
8 med 


7 In 85 camel Porta after difficult Truths, Men 8 
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5 1 a cruel Inditment upon them, as proving a De- 
ſign-in him to deſtroy their Temple. Nor do I think 
that many at this Day have a clear and worthy Ap- 
prehenſion of this Expreſſion, when they hear it of 
courſe read in their Ears. Having therefore found, 
in the eloſe Inſpection of it, much Satisfaction to my- 
ſelf, I ſhall endeavour to make my Hearers Partakers 
of the ſame, whilſt I place it in ſomewhat better a 
Light than the Jews did, and whoſe baſe Explanation 
is the loudeſt and moſt frequent Comment that we 
have upon it. And this I ſhall 25 5 e | 


"LT hat, by this Temple, FE Body of Canter | 
was 1 and properly to be underſtood. 


1. That the 2 of of i it was ply: anſwered 
2 : in Wl own Death. i 0 Forrn e | 


am. That the 2 of it up again in a Ger Days 
met with as full a W 1 in his Reſurree- 


tion from the . 20. . „ 280 55 92 


Vi, * Ti am to he that, by this Ta 
our Saviour's own Bòdy was aptly and properly to ty - 
underſtood,. without 5 forced Interpretation, or | 
ae 185 Metaphor. Wd us plant Fg 

Now, Hob 8 af G s thus cling hold 
of this Figure of Speech, was his being at that Tide 
in the Temple: For his Manner ever is to make 
what is before him ſerve to the Purpoſe of his Di- . 
courſe; and as all Nature from the Foundation i ö 
his own, tis ever at his Beck, and readily anſwers his 1 
Deſign. They had been demanding à Sign from 


Heayen, and that too with regard to the F reedom he 
n | Had 


* 
41 


in his Boſom, Yays he meant it, and every Man has 
| 2 Right to explain his own Meaning, and ſee whether 


N 


had juſt then taken in diſturbing tue profitable Mar- 
1 wes kept in their Temple; and this is the Sion 


he gives, — That they ſhould deftroy this Temple, 


and that he would in three Days raiſe it up again. 5 


This put them beyond all Patience: Forty and ſix 


Fears Work to be all pulled down, and ſet up again 
in three Days! Yet, taken in CHRIST's own Senſe, 


for the'Text tells us he ſpake it of the Temple of his 
Body, and it was a ſtill far greater Work, and carries 


wich it a much ſtronger Evidence of a Sign from | 
Heaven: For their Temple, built by Zorobabel and 
Herod, would have been reparable had it been de- 


3 but the Temple of the Body once down, 


| though Minton and all the Temple- Builders upon the 
Earth were to join in the Attempt, could never have 
been ſet up again. But amongſt many other Things 
- that might have led them, had they been ſo diſpoſed, 
to the right Meaning of our Saviour whilſt uttering 
_ theſe Words, was his Manner of Geſture in the De- 
livery; whether, at the pronouncing the Particle this, 
he carried his Hand, or caſt his Eye, up to the Fa- 
brick, or directed them towards his own Body; which 
f one Gicumflance* would have ſettled the Point at 7 


once, and quitted our Saviour of the Charge of E 
vocation. Let us then take it as St. Johm, who lay 


it be not a Manner of Expreſſion perfectly proper; 
which depends, as all ſuch Forms of Expreſſion do, 


* the Similitude or Reſemblance between them, 
. What then is 4 Temple, or what makes it to be ſuch? 


Is it not becauſe it is the Houſe of Gov? 'Or, as our 


Saviour had juſt before been defining of it, Ir it not 
called, faith he, an "Houſe of Prayer to all Nations? 
And what indeed makes EE His Father's Houſe, but 


what 


YEA 
8: 
| 
3 
| 


: 
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what makes every e other Place an Houſe, becauſe. he : 
dwelt in it. *Tis the Indwelling that makes any 
Place either Houſe or Temple, and the Indweller de- 


nominates which, and Whoſe it is. Go therefore 
las his Houſe or Temple with more Propriety in 
Fleſh and Blood, than in a Building made with 


Hands; inaſmuch as the Life that is in it makes it a 


more fit Reſidence for the Gon of Life, than any Edi- 


ſice compounded, however magnificently, of dend 
Materials, Wood and Stone. And though we haue 

this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels only, yet theſe Vel- 
ſels are made of animated Clay; which gives them 
Pre-eminence above all other Structures, though fi- 
niſhed not only with Cedar and Marble, 555 e Fe 
ban up n era and e 0 6 


x '2 
2 % -- oe" : . 
i} * * 1 . go 


Now, ifs our ir Bodies * Ty Houſes, 3 our 
Souls, as Tenants at Will, keep for a while their 
Abode in them, the Preſence of the Supreme Lon? 
of all, and who indeed fills Heaven and Earth, makes 
them, by the ſame; Rule; his Temples. Wherefore, 
faith the Apoſtle, #now ye not that your Bodies. are the 
Temples of the; Holy Ghoſt, which is in you? But they 
become more eſpecially ſo, when: employed in the 
| Service of Gon; then they have all Things requiſite 


to the Conſtitution of a true and living Temple. And - 


ik this be fo in us, in whom Gon dwelleth by his 
Gifts and Graces, how much mote properly in him, 
in whom all the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt bo- 
_dily? Indeed ours, ſo often deſiled with Sin, ſo often 
ſhut up without any Service, through the Hurry and 
Diſorder of our Lives, ſeems fitter to be reſembled to 
the Tabernacle; carried about under a Cover of Goat 
le, in all its Glory, X&-. 
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ceived fill greater, in reſpect aft its having been winds 1 
a x 85 of whe: Body of Cuntsr. &1 5 4 | 


© l 8 
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e antieat Frm: Rees * to 1 it 1 5 
85 that the Model of the whole World, Spheres, and 
 Elemerits; were briefly comprized in their Temple: 
And the Chriſtian Fathers, headed by St. Paul him- 
ſelf, beſtowed much better Pains in ſhewing that 1 
ſelf; and all that was in it, was nothing elſe but a 
compendious Repreſentation of CnRIST, from whom 
all confecrated Places receive their Sanction, and in 
whom they ultimately terminate. Some few Points of 
Congruity between CHRIST's Body and this Temple 
of the Fews, will ſerve to enlighten as well as enliven 
the Form of Speech Cnxrs r uſes in the Text, and in | 
the Pcs of ppt we are now de | 


TIED 


"Mark 8 the Riſe aid F Fall of bock'3 They! had 
this Similitude i in their Beginning; tbe firft News 
of a Temple was at Epbrata, which is Bethlihem, 
the promiſed Seat of his Nativity; and they had a 
like Similitude in their End, inaſmuch as both were 
cruelly deſtroyed and ruined by the wrathful Hands 
of miſtaken Bigots: But there is ſtill behind a more 
apt Reſemblance, in their being rear'd up again. 
Tbe firſt was deſtroyed by the Chaldees, down even to 
the Ground; and thus dealt the Jews with CHRIST 's 
Body: They brought i it down to the Earth; and, to 
Tecure' it from ever riſing again, ſealed a Stone upon 
it. But as the Temple thus razed to the Earth was 
"reſtored by Zorohabel,' ſo was CHRIS raiſed up again 
from as complete 7 Ruin; and as the Glory of the 
ſecond Houſe was greater than the firſt, ſo the State 
be Toſe to was Tar more glorious than that he fell 

N T; 


E 


To heighten the Compariſon; ; look next into the 
1 of it; look into the Ark; there will ariſe no 
Offence for ſo doing: The two Tables in it well re- 
preſent the two Treaſures of Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
hid i in CurisT; ; and which were firſt broken, then 
new hewn, and written over afreſh. The Pot of 
Manna was another perfect Reſemblance; the Urn 
that held it was made of Earth; and that Manna 
which would not keep ſweet more than two Days, 
being put into this Pot, came again to itſelf the third 
Day, and kept without putrifying ever after. Again: 
Aaron's Rod, quite. dead and dry, yet revived, bloſ- 
ſomed, and brought. forth ripe Almonds. All and 
every of theſe point at CHRIST and his Reſurrection, 
or muſt for ever reſt without a Meaning. 


e Nothing more > r conſtitutes a Temple, 
than having propitiatory and expiatory Sacrifices for 
Sin offered up in it; and this was ſhadowed only in 
all others, and in him alone truly perform'd : For 

there entire Obedience burnt bright and clear thro- 
the whole Courſe of his Life; there the Treſpaſs- 
| Offering of his Death and Paffion, ſatisfactory for the 

Sins of the whole World, was compleatly made; there 
the Meat-Offering of his moſt precious Body and 
: Blood Was given as Food for the Life of the World; 
and there was that Peace - Offering finiſhed, by which | 
all Things in Heaven and Earth are for ever recon- 
dciled to Gop. Lo, then, a Greater than the Temple 
Was there; ; which was but, in Truth, a Sign of 
_ himſelf, and i in that Reſpect claimed all i its Honour, 


Judge now, 1 Cunts r, in Sing his Boy 
2 Temple, did Language any Violence, or the Build- 


ns any 9 j or Whether he ee fo 4 2 5 
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Thane; 2s they paſſe upon ſo innocent pe * 
Alluſion. But i it is terrible to have Dealings with deep . 
Malice, joined to a ſhallow Underſtanding; ſuch ever 
' mils a wiſe Man's Meaning for Want of Seriſe, and, 
'from an Abundance of IIl- will, clap upon it a dull _ 
. one Our: own. But to proceed. to. pr 


l ; Head, whiter which T ab to hew, That 
> his Body, whilft living, was. rightly called by him 
2 Temple, fo was the Deſtruction of it as fully an- 
ſuwered in his own Death. This too is a Phraſe of 
| known Propriety,. and need no more have been miſ- 


underſtood, but to ſerve a barbarbus Purpoſe, than 
the former. The Time of my Diſſolution 15 at bund, : : 


faith gt. Paul. For what is Death but the looſetitig - 


of the 8 that for a while holds Soul and Body . 
1 which two are, like Timber and Stone i in 
2 Building, knit and framed into à mutual Support for 8 
Lech Mg: til at 2515 tired with — Me 
| A | £4 s 11100 n aſu + 4 22 34g | 
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tural Death; . 5 
Nog a het. pointed at carries with it an Idea of 
aid the Help of ruder wile: ds s than thoſe of 
- Ion and leiſurely Decay need This em ple Fo 
down for Age or RUSS PE they fuck 7 it NS. 8 
= hey are. therefore found falle Witnelles againſt him, £2 
boch an miſrepreſenting and adding to his Words 8 
another ſure and conſtant Practice of invitious Ma- 
* lice, to throw i in a Word to make Miſchief hang the 
better together. He never ſaid, I will deſtroy Ather 
-/ this or that Temple; but, Ie will deflroy, this 


3D : 4 Temple, and I will raiſe it up. Hear only what they. 


witneſs againſt him: Two of them ſay, The Felle, <P 
to "give it Weight, — T am able to deed Temple 


"= 


Leer - 


| of GOD, an build it in thrie Days: $0, others g. 


Hands, and within three Days I will build \anather: 


made without Hands; but neither ſo did their Wit= . 


neſs agree together: I think not; nor with what he 
ſaid neither. And yet, as if all had been proved, 
they caſt it in his Teeth on the Croſs, with an 46/7 


Den that | deſirayeſt ib Temple! No, they were 
to be the Deſtroyers; and to the Phariſees, as their 


proper Work, theſe Words of CRI are directed: 


and they fulfilled them to a Tittle: For as hot and 


holy as they ſeemed, how broad ſoever their Phylac- 


teries, or long their Prayers, they honoured the Gold 
of the Temple more than it; and, when the Loſs of 


that was at Stake, cared little for: the other. Theſe 


ate the Perſons to whom: this Office is committed; 
and he delivers it out in the Imperative Mood; De: 


up. the Meaſure of your Fathers; as knowing their 
Enmity againſt all Righteouſneſs, but what the Apoſtle. 


calls their own, was molten in them; and that they 


\ 


would execute to the Height all this, ſo as to become 
the ready Murderers of the Son of GOD. | He ſpeaks | 
it, I ſay, not of Command, but as a Reproof of the 


keeneſt Kind; juſt as he bid Judas. I hat thou dyſt, 


do quickly: For as alert as they may be at pulling 


down, he is as ready at ſetting up again; and that of 
a far more glorious Building in lieu of it. But in 


their horrid Zeal they ſeem to go further. than any 
Shew of Commiſſion; they rudely rent and tare it 


don. They furiouſly haul and batter this Temple 


of his Body, will Fleſh and Spirit were wreneh d and 


Blood; brake thro the Roof (his Head) with Thorns; „5 


| looſened- the Foundation (his Feet) with. Nails, i 


* 


— 8 4 


with Wedges; forced Holes through the Side-iſles: 
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(his Hands) with Hammers; his Body (together with. 


his Heart, the Holy of Holies, in the Midſt of it) they 
demoliſh'd with an Inſtrument of Iron, with the Head 
of-a Spear. Indeed they ſo rudely rive and rend him, 
as ſtriving to ſpoil the Materials as well as ruin the 


Edifice, that it might,” upon the whole, be term'd a 


-finiſhed Deſtruction, rather than a mild Diſſolution. 


But we have ſtill farther Witneſſes to call for the 


Proof of the Propriety of the Expreſſion, and exact 


Similitude and Harmony between the Diſſolution * | 


Ne 5 0 and that of a Temple. 


0 Ap * very Inſtant tha Veil of his Fleſh was rent 5 


5 How off his Soul,'the Veil of the material Temple, 
to accompany the Fate of i its Principal, whom it thus 


repreſented in all Things, \ was rent in twain from the 


Top to the Bottom: Nay, as if the great Temple of 


"= Heaven and Earth bore a ſympathetick Feeling here- 


of, all Nature trembles from the very Foundation. 


The Sun withdraws, as not caring to behold, and 
ſpreads Darkneſs at Noon- day over all the Land; the 


Earth quaked; the Rocks rent; the Graves opened, 
as feeling the Approach and Shock of an univerſal 


Nature. Surely all this was ſufficient to anſwer their 


Demand of a Sign from Heaven, and that in the 


Shape of a Diſſolution; LY was uu N * 
told. in Jon TOW. = mA 8 . 16744 
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# . cannot 92750 to ee fs as it defer; the oh 
| Ati Manner in which they ſtood all this. Surely 


1 falſe Religious Zeal has a Degree of Stubbornneſs 
in it that finds nothing in Nature to which it may be 


| compared; and muſt — unſhaken by 2 Force 
that 


— 


i Diſſolution, no leſs than that of the whole Frame of 


1 


that can come againſt it,,.in the hard Heart of thoſe 
- who unhappily entertain the ſteady RO 188 * 
ceed then 


To our third 3 ; where we are to ſhew, 
That the raiſing it up in three Days met with a full 
Completion in CyrIsT's Reſurrection from the Dead. 
Ye ſball d eftroy this Temple," and in three Days 1 will 
raiſe it up, is ſpoken with Triumph. Ruin is your 
Work; go to; diſſolve; deſtroy ; down with it; do 

your oe my Power ſhall triumph over your Ma- 
lice: I will raiſe all up again, bettered for having 
paſſed under your battering and deſtructive Hand. 


The gentle Word he here makes uſe of to expreſs _ 


tis great Work, is worthy our Notice; it ſignifies an 
awakening from Sleep, agreeable to the Apoſtle's Ex- 
preſſion, That CHRIST ſhould become the firſt Fruits 
of them that ſlept ; and all that fleep in the Duſt ſhall, 
in their Day, follow after. They thought him ut- 
terly deſtroyed, and, to do them Juſtice, they omitted 
nothing to make him ſo; but they were deceived. 
They only made him fit for a Night or two's Reſt in 
the Grave; and then Death, who had ſwallowed 
what it could not digeſt, like Jonab's Whale, on the 
third Day caſts him up again. And this wonderful 
| Work is repreſented as done by him with the fame 
| Eaſe as a Man is awakened out of Sleep; which fully 
proves the Divinity of his Nature, and that he was. 
the firſt that was raiſed from the Dead by Virtue in- 
herent in himſelf: For though ſeveral before were 
raiſed, by Power imparted for that Purpoſe to ſome. 
Prophet from Gop, yet none ever raiſed himſelf but 
' CarisT, who had Life in himſelf; and which he 
could lay down at Pleaſure, and in like Manner take 
it n And it was the ſelf-ſame 7 of his 5 
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* Buy, uten 19 ſo * and abuſed, OY 
rg mba bars an. 


* * 


They did not deftroy one, * he raiſe up 5 
but it was the very ſame in Subſtance, though not in 
Quality; and indeed, if it were not ſome- how mend- 
ed, both the Deſtruction and Rebuilding. had been 
only ſo much Labour loſt, But it is far otherwiſe z 
the Glory of the ſecond Houſe excels that of the 

firſt; for, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, - bat is thus * 
n Mortality, Weakneſs, and Dien is raiſed in 
Rr iner, and Thy. 


Indeed the whole Reaſon for vſatving this Building 
was on account of ſome radical Blemiſh, ſome foun- 
_dational Diſorder that had happened to it, and which 
was not to be repaired without being thus wholly ta- , 
ken down and rebuilt; and that of more durable Ma- ?-·²ð] 
terials, and after a more perfect Model. This Cor- = 
 Tuptible muſt put on Incorruption ; and this Mortal 
muſt put on Immortality: And all this was to be Perg. 
fected within the Compaſs of three Days. ; 


- Theſe are te only Words in te" Text Wat are not 
metapharical, and their Plainneſs puzzled them more 
than all the reſt, They were ſure, as they had often 
been when miſtaken, that he took too little Time for 


ſuch flow Work as Temple-building : And this might 
have led them to a better Senſe of the whole Matter; 


for, when applied to the Temple of his Body, to this 


Kind of Tranſaction Time makes no Objection, ad. 
mit the Power and forty-ſix Moments afford as good _ 
Leiſure to execute it in as forty-fix Years. And in- 
deed this Time ſeems thus limited only to give the . 


Ou Aſſurance of his Death; and to anſwer pre- 
| ciſely 
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of 0 the Prophet. _ And he came within ws, 
his woa uus Pronii@zibe: roſs, and, in that ſingle © Pot 


AQ, fer all e to Rights i. * 


with Men's Hands, as though he needed ſomethi 


that we could give him, All theſe Marvels wers e 


cuted purely for us Men, and for our Salvation; this 
great Price was paid for our Ranſom; whetefors glo- 


rify Gon i in your Body and in your Spirit. This is 
the Day for dedicating a new and living Temple to 
the Loxp; and every Member of CHRIST Body is 


conſidered, in Sctipture, as a lively Stone in this ſpi- 


ritual Houſe : Is not this Matter of great Joy wm © 


all People? But then all the Cords of Iniquity; 


«AY 


Bonds of Sin; the Chains of Darkneſs, muſt be 2 


ſolved, broken, and pluck d aſunder, before we can 

be gathered, knit, and ſet together again in the Hea- 
venly Order. Die, be dead indeed, to Sin, and after 
two Days he will revive us, and we ſhall live in his 


Sight. Hoſea.—But indeed theſe earthly Tabernacles, 
our vile Bodies, muſt be taken down and cleanſed ; 


muſt be templefied; if-1 may ſo ſay, before we go 1 5 
hence; for if it fall no Temple it will riſe none. tf 

we make them Brothel-Houſes, Seats of Luxury, or 

Gun if tis be the TO o our Lives to become 


Sbrines 


« *# * 2 937 
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bed this Temple i in the Tex | 

to be 8 Body; brought it down to the 
Ground in his Perſon; and ſet it up again in its Place, 
by his moſt glorious Reſurrection from the Dead; . 
let us now in a few Words, and for a finiſhing Stroke 
to the whole, conclude all with applying every Thing 
that has been faid and done, to ourſelves. Gop wants 
noTemples nor Temple - Service, nor is he worſhipp'd 


= 
4 
8 % 
2 
7 
HS 
"8 y 
[1 % 
MY 
* « 
w 
* 
* 
= 
* <a 
* 2 
£ 
t 4 2 5 r 
= : * * — 4 
E * 3 
4 6 2 as 
o £ 1 
* * 5 
55 - 2 >. 
*7 * 1 
of 4 2 . 4 
* <P "a 
* q + W 
1 3 
8 32 
2 : d 
. 1 5 
n 4 
6 4z.* 
* „ 
1 8 EE 
*, ki - þ 
pe * * þ 
3 8 COS - ASM 
? PE 
4 4 
a 5 a 
we 2 3 s 
5 * [I * 
— 3 
7 on, ox = * 
. . 
1 7 
4 * 
= 
© Wie ze 


D 
3 


ND of the Finsr VoLuns. | 


F A a = - 
2 
1 4 N 
1 
A 8 1 N 
| ” 1 . * 
3 * I | | 
8 = 
4 
8 
1 


* 
** 
> 
| * 
- ; a | | 
- pq 4 : ; 
# ! N : | 
"Eg . 
5 
** N 5 . . 6 
| x * 
; ; 
* 
| 8 
5 | | , : / 
* | | 
4 «S N 6 
” * 125 
5 
* 
s 
* 
* i 
ir 
. 2 2 
if 2 5 
5 1 * | 
is - 
* 
C 
4 F | 
; | 5 | 
5 
. * ; 
* 
1 4 
Os 83 | 
"3. ; 5 : | | | 
- 
* 


2 Pg 7 ; 
; - 1 
18 b * 
„ 2 * | 
4 4 a ; 
* 
11 5 
VI 2 
4 Pond 
_. 2 ; 
* N 3 5 e . 2 
. . 8 
. ”" pk 
23 We ; 
— * * ; | 
. * 
4 x 
| * 
| * 
= 
= ; | | | 
* 
- 
: 
p 4 
| « 
4 F: 
„ 
=— | 
4 4 : 
5 Y ; | 
_ - 
2 | 
| * 
* 
3 — * 


